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Bublin Hotes.

(From the National papers.)

LoRD SPENCER, st the house dinner of the National Liberal Club,
in proposing success to the Liberal party, ssid there had been many
occasions in the past when the Liberal party was in a worse poaition
than now. Referring to the Budget, his Lordship expressed satis-
faction at the modifications wuich, owing to the opposition of the
Liberal leaders, had been made in Mr, Goschen's proposals, In re-
gard to Ireland, be maintained that the Conservatives by their policy
bad shown that they were blind to all the lessons of experience, Quoe
of the reasone why Liberals failed in dealing with the Irish question
was that they did not sufficienily consult Irish opinion 1n measures
$uey brought forward, The aame fault was shown in & more marked
degree by the present Government. He feared that they were on
the eve of great difficultics in Ireland, ip conseqitence of the Goveru-
mest refusiog to deal with the artears question last year, Haviong
enumerated other matters, in which he beld the Government acted
conirary to Irish views, his Lordship concluded by declaring his
complete confidence in the policy of Mr. Gladstone, which was to
throw on _the Irish penple the responsibility of Irish affairs,

The Weckly Despatel observes that the selection of Mr. William
O'Brien ana Mr, John Dillon for the honours of Coereion mactyrdom
illustrates the meunness and brutality of the Irish Government.
They happen to be the weakest of the Irigh party, particularly in
the respiratory orgaus, and the sentences are calculated to shorten or
extipguish their lives, But they are alwo conspicuous by their
patriotism and the moral elevation of their character qualities that
have strikingly endeared them to their connirymen, and have won
the admiration of all Englishmen, and, therefore, they are selected
by cur lank Heliogabalus for the infamous treatment accorded to
criminals. If, because he has a Parlinmentary majority at his back
Mr, Balfour is justified in this treatmeat of his political opponents,
he caunot complain if, when he has the misfortune to be in
a Parliamentary minority, be should be well whacked with his
own stick,

The Home Rulers are in great gpirits over the severs shake the
Government got in the division on the Under-Seeretaty Biil. The
Government whips are circulatiug a story to the effect that the
smallness of the majority was purely an accident caused by the
absence of their men at the first night of the Italian opera at Drury
Lane, But the truth is that the whips found it gaite impossible to
convines a large number of the Tory rank and file that they were
in auy way called vpon to endow tbis office for the joint advantage
of Colonel King-Harman and Mr, Balfour. The whole project has
been received in the coolest way from the first, and to that alone
can fairly be attributed the disregard of the urgent whip sent out
by the Government for Monday. The opportenity of defeating the
Goveroment, and inflicting lasting injury upon Mr. Balfour in par-
ticular, was, therefore, altogether exceptionsl, and on that account
it ia all the more to be regretted thab it was missed.

The forthcoming visit of Mr. Gladstons to Birmingham is
awaited with auything but agreeabie feelings by the Chamberlainites,
1t is believed that Mr. Gladstone's appearance in the midland capital
will be followed by grave coosequencea to the Radical Unioniat party
there, as it is well koown that the constituency only wants an
energetic workiog up by the Liberal leaders to induce it to throw off
completely the spell of Chamberlainism. Mr, Gladstone's visit will,
it is understood, be the first of a series by the Home Sule leaders
with a view to the next general election. They bave shown m far
more considerate spirit towards Mr. Chamberlain than he has dis-
played to them, and it ia to be hoped that there will be ns more
delicacy about attacking bim in bis own chosen strongbold,

We congratalate the Nationalists of Bray au the signal victory
which they have achieved over their Coercionist friends. Some
months agu &5 ornamental member of the Township Roard, belonging
to the Coercionist party, was about to goon a pleasure trip, and in
order not to inconvenience hie friends he resigned Lis seat, so that
they might co-opt a person in his place, It 8o happened that the
political parties at the Board were evenly balanced on the resigna-
tion coming to hand, the Coercionists baviag tbe casting vote of the
chair to earry their man ; and in order to lose no time they called a
special meeting to co-opt a duly qualified person on the day the
resignation was to be accepted. The day came, and the resignation
was accepted in due couree ; but one cf the Coercionists (8ir Henry
Cochrane) failed to turn wp for the co-option, and his party got
caught in their own trap, as the Nationalists were there to a man and
forced the co-option. The Tories made a great row. tried to make
their own meetiag illegal, and withdrew from the boardroom, The
popular party, nothing daunted, went on with the meeting convened
by tbe Coercionists, and co-opted the secretary of the local National
League and founder of the ** Parnell Tribute " in placeof the departed
Tory. Sir Henry Cochrane, baving been the innocent cause of the
defeat of his party, proceeded in the Queen’s Bench to diequilify the
new commissionet by warrant, balieving that jthe enormous €xXpense
of resisting the motion would terrify his colleagues on the opposite
side of the Board, But he mistook the mettle of the National
Leaguers of Bray. The case came before a full court, and the election
of the Nationalist (Mr, T, A. Byrne) was cocfirmed, costs being given
agaionst Sir Henry,

16 Mr. Balfour fulfils Mr, Goschen's ideal of bravery the
Cha" @llor of the Exchequer cannot be very exigent in that respect,
Mr. @ .four is the best guarded public official that fright has produced,
He never goes, or rather crawls, anywhere withont an escort of four
detectives,fall armed to the testh. Mr. Balfour also brags that he
carries two revolvers bimself, and he evidently thinks it is a dare
devil thing to do, On Wednesday eveniog when he waa leaving the
house his convoy of detectives was not to be seenn.  When he got half
way across Palace yard be missed them, looked anxiously round, and
still not geeing them he came back in great perturbation,” He scemed

to think that there was a plot on foot, but his scared expression died
away when be descried his bodyguard Inborionsly locnging under the
colonnade. He then proceeded intrepidly on his way, protected fore
and aft. On Friday he might have been seen dragging his [ank
body across Bt. James's Park to the Irish Office. Immediately safter
his came Mr, Parnell cantering gaily on a bay horse. Neither was
regognined by auyons, and they did not appear to recognise each
other.

The Unionists on both sides are aghast at Lord Carnarvon’s
Home Rule profession of faith in the Zimes. He virtuslly concedes
everything that Mr. Paroell has gaid, and more, He goes muach
farther tbao Lord Bandolph Churchill did io his recent speech, and
the declarations of the ex-Lord Lieutenant and the ex-Chancellor of
the Exchequer in Lord Salisbury's Government must be taken together,
The recrudescence of Home Rale opinion in the Tory Party is a fact
of the political aituation which is engaging the most earnest atteniion
of well informed politicians, Befors the Hnse reassembles after
Whitsuntide this interesting phenomenon may possibly be presented
to the public in a atill atranger ani more striking aspect. Lord
Randolph Churchill can scarcely be satiafied with the studied effort of
his late colleagnea o ignore his prononncement on Mr. Oarew's bill,
and it can be eaid with tolerable confidence that their disregard of hia
views will not make him less determined to press them on the attention
of the country, The rank and file of the Tories so far confine them.
selves to anathematising Lord Oarnarvon for his waakness, bat their
leaders muat be aware that Lord Carnarvon's expression of opinion
cannot be damned into insignifiance, Tbe Radical Unionists are
particularly &nxious over the turn affairs are takiugand it fa mow
deemed quite probable that the Government will be forcad before the
session closes to make a bhighly important and tar-rerching awnounce-
ment an to their Irisk poliey,

In reference to Lord Carnarvon's statement that one of the Limi}
tationa with which he was prepared to agree to a schewme of self-gov-
ernment for Ireland was the appointment of a judiciary by the Crown,
Mr, Parnell informs the Press Association that he does not recolject
Lord Qarnarvon making any limitation in the coursa of their inter.
view. Mr. Parnell adds—Bach & limitation woald probably have
followed from Lord Carnarvon's proposal that the powers of the new
Parliament should come into operation by degrees. It wonld probably
have been consequential upon this ; but even admitting that he wounld
have favoured such a limitation at the time, it would have only
been temporary, because it would have terminated when the Irish Par-
liament arrived at its full powers. Ho far s the general tone of Lord
Carnarvon’s rejoinder is concerned, Mr, Parnell finds no fault with it,
for, he gays, it ia the first, distinct admission .we have had from him.
With regard to the three alternatives which Lord Carnarvon statag
presented themselves to him as a possible means of settling the Irish
difficalty, the Nationalist leader remarlks that the only solution which
his lordahip talked about to anybody was the solution of a separata
Parliament, He did not, Mr. Parnell continued, mention to any of us
either the Crown Colony solution o the comtinuance of the present
system. “1 may add,’” concludes Mr. Parnell, “ that the empty housa
which has been referred to wag not Lord Carnarvon’s”

It English aympathy in every practical form could win Home Bule
the Irish Natioval cause would be triumphant before this, The addrcss
which Mr, Gladstone received & few days ago from the great bulk of
the Nonconformist Ministers was one of the most remarkable declara-
tions in favour of Home Rule which has recently been made, Another
address, eimilar in it object, has been forwarded from Eogland to the
Lord Mayor of Dublin. This address is the outcome of a great Rocial
gathering which was held at the residence of Mr, and Mrs, Hanenck,
125, Queen's Gate, on the 28th April, It would be wholly unnecessary
that such an addrees should appear at all but for the eternal elaim of
the Coercionista to bave all the wealth and intelligence of the King-
dom on their side. The present address should go some way to check
tha claim, Mra, Gladstone signs the address, and such names 88 those
of Lord and Liady Aberdeen, Mr, and Mrs, Ohilders, Mrs. Mundel la,Mrs,
Jacob Bright,and Mrs, Stansfleld are aleo attached tothe document, But
it may ba urged that thess are members of well.knawn Liberal housea
and others will be found attached to the address which reprasent
certain elements in the literary and what are called fashionable circle
that strikingly indicate the growth of the Home Rule ideain Hogland,
We find, for example, that amongat those who have taken this means
of expressing their sympathy with the Irish peopla in the prasent
moverent ars Lady Hayter, Lady Sandburst, Mr, Maddox Browne
Mrs, Michael Rossetti, Mr. Lewis Morris, Edmund Rontledge, Mr, T;
Fisher Unwin, Mr, Keegan Paul, Lady Mappin, and many others
whose rank in the best circles of London society is well known,
Bociety, in its restricted sense, never takes kindly to change. Radi-
caliam, be it never so just in its purposes, finds no Eriendly footing in
London drawingrooms, It is therefore all the more encouraging that
in spite of class prejudices and social hostility so much that is higheat
and most estimable in London society should be found hentt and soul
with the Irish people in their struggle, It goes far to connteract the
brutalities of the present regime, and to jusiify the forbesrance and
patience of the Irish people under terrible provocatios,

A case involving a nice crux was decided by the Lord Chief
Baron last week, The guestion had reference to the payment of
rent upon an estate which is in process of being purchased by the
tenants. Agreements for purchase, subject to the sanction of the
Land Commission, were signed in 1886, and the question was—what
position were the tenants in as regards the payment of rent after the
agreements of sale were signed and pending the completion of tha
purchase ? The test was applied when the landlord proceeded to sus
for the rent aceraing due ia the interval just as if no purchase trams-
actions had taken place. When tried before the Connty Court Judge
of Meath a deeree was given, in the one test case, for the landlord's
claim., The case was argued on appesl before the Lord Chief Baron
at the Trim Assizes, and Jast week hiz Lordship gave hin decision,
He said there were three possible decisions—First, that he shonid
decide that the landlord was entitled to rent ; second, that the tenant
was otily bound to pay interest, and, third, that it baing impossibla
to determine at present what was the ultimate liability of the tenant,



