
AN IRISH SCHOOL.

(Melbourne Advocate,June 30.)
Th^bHibernian Hall was well filled on Saturday night when a con-
certwas given inaidof the building fund of St.Joseph'sHall and
School,Port Melbourne, which is under the charge of the Carmellite
Fathers. The Archbishopof Melbourne, the Very Rev. Prior Butler
and the Rev. Father Shaffrey were present. During the interval the
Archbishop delivered the following address :—

His Grace said that as ho was set down in the programme to
deliver an address, and not allowed, as he desiied, to remain a
silent listener to the beautiful vocaland instrumental music, and to
the admirable recitation, which filled the first p-n:, of theprogramme,
he thought it would not be inappropriate— as tais concert was given
in aid of a Catholic school under thft care of the Carmellite
Fathers— to give a short chapter of history connected with a
famous school, the very name and existence of which seemed to be
unknown togeneral reaiers. He referred to the school of

"
Mayoof

the Saxons." The history of thai school carries us back over twelve
oenturies. The scenes are laid infar-fam. ;d lona, inNorthumbria, in
the lone island of Innishoffii,but,aboveall,in "

Mayoof the Saxons,"
where this school flourished from the latt :r part of the seventh to tha
close of the sixteenth century, when its light was finally put out in
thebitter strife which accompanied the attempted introduction of the
Reformation into IreUmd. hlihelfrid, granlson of lla, wh> may bs
said to be the founder of the Anglo-Sixon race, being defeated in
battle.^and slain, his sons, Oswald and Oswy, fl;d to the court of the
King of Dalradia. By him they were sent for instruction to lona,
where during seventeen years they were taught by St. Columba'a
monks secular science inaddition toChristian virtue. After this long
exile Oswald, having recovered the throne of his fathers,determined
to rule over a Christian people. When he looked around for
an apostlehe naturally turned hiß eyes to lona where he himself had
received the faith from Irish monks. Sts. Aidan, Finan, and
Ooleman became in succession Bishops of Lindisfarne. and
succeeded in winning Northumbria permanently to the true E'aith.
The rule of St. Coleman was embittered by the disputes which arose
betweenhis Celtic and Saxon subjects regarding the proper time for
celebrating the Easter festival. When the King tided with his
Saxon subjects.tSt. Coleman, rather than abandon the traditions o£
the Irish Church, resigned his See,and taking with him th^ remains
of hia two immediate predecessors,all the Irish monks,and thirty of
the Saxon monks, who had made their religious profession at Lindis-
farne,sailed back to lona. To provide a iew home for his Irish and
Saxon monks washis next effort. Siiling again from lona he landed
on the island of Innishoffin, off thewestern coast of Ireland. As the
new monastery and the chnpel and schools sprang up, the saint, no
doubt, flattered himself that here wouldheen * his days, andin death
lie by the sideof his twosaintly predecessorsin the See of Lindisfarue.
But Saxon and Celt even then founditdifficult to agree. So taking
withhim the Sax<>nmonks, St. Colem.in oncemore set sail and landed
on the coastof Mayo. Here, iv a large plain, covered with great
oaks from wh.ch the place derived its name— Mayo
means the pUin of the oaks—

he selected the site of
the future m ntistery and school, which thus g;\s i'.s name of

" Mayo
of the S;ixon=.'' Th t the school soon attaine laEuropean reputatioi
weknow from auth' mir. history. We miy not believe that Alfr. d
the Gieat ever visited Mayo,or thathe seat his .-on tobo educatedby
Irish monks, or that Alfred's son, who i-jsaid tohave died during hi^
scholastic cou:\e, Hi s side,by side with the two sons of a French king
beneath amound vn.ich is still pointedout to the inquiring traveller.
But the tradition of uself in a strong testimony to the fame which
the school longenjoyed. We know enough from VenerableBede,an.l
from Adamnan, to convince v? that few of the great Irish schools
attained greater renown or success. Twice it was plundered,and
twice burned down, but each time a new monastery and schoolarosj
from the ashes of the old. It was only in therei^n of Eliz ibeth that
it fell to rise nomore. The moral which the Archb;9hopderived from
the chapterof schuol his ory was that when an Irish monk or an
Irish fiiar undeitakes tobuild a school he receives gr^at encourage-
ment from the memory ot the Mi".cess of the great Irish schools ofold, end when he makes on appeal for this purpose he has strong
claims, not only on Irishmen, but also on the descendants of all tho^e
who in Irish schools, like that of " Mayo of the fcJas.Gn.-i,'' received
hospitality, gratuitous education, and the highest culture then
attainable.

Mr John Good, of Clinton aveune, Brooklyn, ia the first Ameri-
can who enjoys the distinguished honour of having been created a
Roman Count.

The following statistics of the various religious denominations
are tako from Dr. DorcheMer's new and elaborate volume," History
of Christianity in ihuUnited States

'
:

Tne Roman Catholics have 6,912 churches and17,658 roimsiers,
their entire population is e.stimatc.i at 7.200 000; tru Jews have 250
congregations, with a population estimaed at 303.000; the New
Jerusalem Church has 128 societies; the Universaliats have 034
parishes;Unitarians, 355 parishes.

General News.
During hia visit to Rome theKingof Sweden spent three hoursin going indetail and with great attention over the VaticanExhibi-tion. Curiously enough his Majesty— the only sovereign who didnot contribute to it(except, of course,KingHumbert)— is the only

one who has seen it. The King expressed with great feeling hi«pleasureto Mgr. Macchi. On the daj following the visit to th» Pope.Cardinal Rampolla, representingLeo XQI, called on hia Maiwty
—

Weekly Register, '

A big tiger made his appearance recentlyon the verandahof Mr.Nanabiioy Byramjee Je jeebhoy's bungalow, " Springwood," atMatheran. Mr Nauabh >y and several of the membersof his family
returned to their bungalow after an evening ride, and when tbeywere making preparations for dinner a large tiger was observedprowlingon theveranlth of the bungalow. An alarm wasraised bythe children,and such was the panic caused by the presenceof the
most unwelcome visitor that they all lost their presence of mind,andforgot to close themain door of the drawins;-room. A number ofservants, armed with sticks then, came out of th«ir quarters, andcreated a greatnoise which frigh'en^d away the brute.There are at present sixty-one Cardinalsand nine vacancies inthe complete roll of seventy. The oldest member of the SacredCollege is Cardinal Newann, whois 88, and thy youngest,Cardinaldi Rende, is less than half tkatage by three years. Highteenof thenumber were created by P;ua IX., and the remaining 43 by LeoXIII. No fewer than 55 Cardinals have died underLeo's Pontifi-cate,during which time the Holy Father has created one patriarch,13 archbishops,57 dioceses, 34 apostolic-vicariates,oneapostolicdele-gate,and 11apostolic prefects. Tha whole Catholic hierarchy nownumbers 1,254.

Mr. Gladstone's criticism of "Robert Elsmere"—the novel ofthe day by Mrs. Humphrey Ward— whichappears in the current num-ber of the Nineteenth Century, will remain valuable for the free andfull expression itcontains of the great statesman's faith in the DivineRedemption as the essence of Christianity. According to his beliefitsupplies -" the most powerfulremedial agency everknowninteach-inghow paiu may be a helper,and evil transmuted into good;and
in opening clearly the version of another world, in which we aretaught to look for yet larger councils of the Almighty wisdom. Totake away tne agency so beneficent, which has softened andreducedthe moral problems thnt lie thickly spread around us, and to leave naface to face with them in all their original rigour is to enhance andnot to mi'igate the iifficul iea of beliaf." Concluding his singularlyable review, Mr. Gladstone thinks that they must have a low estimateboth of the quantity and quality of sin who desire to retain whatismanifested, yet thrust aside the manifesting person and all that Hisliving personality entails

—
Catli*lic Tines.

O.ie isso accustomed toBlench duels in which, after a miss or ascratch, the antagonists abandon their pistoh or swords, as the casemaybe, that toe fatal end of the contest onSunday between MM.Dupuisand Habert id a shock. Both duellists were artists, whichmayaccount for the correctness of their sight and the result of the con-flict. M. Habat, a critic as well as a painter, sneered inprint at thepicture in this year's Saloo of his artistic master,andhas provedhim-sslf superior toM.Dupuis in the use of firearms, who was shot dead,was over fifty,and leaves a widow and family;and M. Habert, who
seems to possess no otherdistinction, now wears for ail time the brand
of Cain. Amoresorryand melancholy end toa triflingsquabble couldhardly be sought,and it only makes once moreapparent the inherentfolly and cowardice of the evil practice of the duello.— St.James'sGazette.

The critical condition of Don Pedro, the Emperor of Brazil, whois at present lying dangerouslyillat Milan, is creating no ordinary
uneasiness ia Vatican circies. His Holinessreceiveda few days agoa touching lettei fiom the Empress, in which that august sovereignrequested for her husband the favour of the Apostolic Beneniction,
which was immediately transmitted to the Imperial patient. DonPedro is one of th^most enthusiastic admirers of Leo XIII.and hispolicy. Thanks to theEmperor, Catholicity is making rapidprogress
in Brazil. By order of the Pope, his ImperialMajesty was visited byAlonsignor tSealabrini, a learned and zealous prelate, whosenamehasbeen associated with the project of Italian emigration— a religious
enterprisethat has alrpady received theblessing and encouragement
of the Sovereign Pontiff. His Lordship is fortunate enoughto have
secured the protection of the Emperor for the emigrants who are
about to proceed to Brazil. Emigration from Italy is, by-the-bye,
assuming alarming proportions. Statistics inform us that 56,000
persons have left thepeninsula for France or South America during
the first four months of the present year. Isnot this exodusastartl-ing commentaryof Italy'sprosperity underthenew regime ?— Natitn

t

Some highly important and edif iag conversions have taken
place in Rome daring the celebration of the Jubilee. Among thosewho have embraced the CathoLc Faith wereeminenticholars, several
English pastors, and Russian and German ladies of wealth and
distinction. The latest neophyteis aBavarian dame

—
the wife of anofficer in the lialinn army. This lady wasa governess in the family

of the late Premier, Sigaor Despretis,and married anaide-de-eampot
the General attachi-d to the Ministry. The religious ceremonies
which she witnessed in severalof the Roman churches hadsnch a
salutary effect on her imaginationtbat she finally abjuredProtestant-ism, and wasreceiveda week ago iuto the Catholic fold. AproposofGermans, itmay bs remarked, that the leading Italianfamilies have,
to a large exteut, lately given up French for German governessesofthe Catholic creed. Signor Crispi, himself, has his daughter trained
under the supervisionof a Catholic lady from Munich. Tais penchant
is due to the respect which h:<s grown up in the peninsular of late
years, for the Vaterland, which has become, as you areaware,the
close ally of youngItaly. Sevility of this kind ischaracteristicofUmberto'a subjects.
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