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Hotes.

(From the National papers.)

RY an exceedinply narrow shave the Government escaped defeab over
the Bill providiig for Uolonel Kingz-Harman's salary as ‘ hatile-
washer * to Mr. Balfour in the Irish offies, Right votes barely saved
the Ministry {rom a position which woun!d leave at least one Member
of it—io whit, the C ief Becretary—no altérnative but to throw up
the spon re, Althcugh Mr. Parnell had issued an urgent whip, many
Members of ihe Irish party were ahsent. Had but a bare third of the
absentees been in their places, ibe Bill must have been thrown out,
To mies such a trinmpb, and at gnch & time, was a terrible mischance
Bome of the absentees were not in a position to come—dangervualy
ill or confined in gaol, Butthere were plonty beeides to make Mr.
Balfour's place too hot to hold him ; and it is to be earnestiy hoped
that shouid such another glorious opportunity arise the mistake may
not occur again,

Cold comfort for the coercionists who madeso great a cackle over
the Hartington and Goschen Avatar was the result of the election in
Dublin, High hopes were entertained about the result of that eveut,
Bomehow the Unionists had persuaded themselves into the belief that
their canse had made great advance by reason of the visit of the false
Liberal chiefs. Some were so fatucus as to fiatter themselves that
there was a possibility of Mr. Sexton's getting in ; while the general
body, who were not altogethsr vigtims of such reli-deception, believed
that there must at all events bs & great reduction of the Nationalist
vote. This calculation was based upon the knowledge that Mr,
Dickson wae at some disadvantage as compared with the late Dv. Gray,
a8 well as the well-known faet that several hundred Nationalist votes
were loat, through some miehap, st the last revision. The result has
shown that the Unicnists bad been all along living in a fool's paradise,
Mr. Dicksen has triumphed over his opponent by the magnificent
majority of 1,887 votea. Taking all the facts into consideration, it
must be locked upon as a splendid victory,and a crushing retort upon
the cock-a-whoop Uaioniats,

There was only one branch, so far as we know, in the whole of
Ireland in which prectical effect was attempted to be given to the
rescript. The result was certainly not encouraging to imitators, The
Very Rev, M, J, Murphy has—alas! that it should be so—succerded
the Very Rev. Dr. Kivapagh in Kildare, The mantle of tha zcealous
priest and patriot fi:s uneasily on the shoulders of the Rev, Mr.
Morpby, Tbhe moment the rescript was publishe ! in the new-papers,
without waiting even for his bishop tu receive it, the rev. gentleman
prepared a silly letter of abject submission for adoption by the League.
He was on his way to HBome, and, rno doubt, he thourht the resolution
would help to make him welcome there, The Plan of Campuen,
which has never been heard of 1n bis county, waa to be abandoned by
the peasaris of the South and West, for whom it i3 the sole protect on
from nbeolute ruin, Evictions andland-grabbing were to be encouraged,
and the rack-renter, the evictor, and the land-grabber, the crowbar
brigade and the evicted tenunis were all to be united in the bonds of
Christian charity by the resolution of the rev, gentleman. The last
meciing of the Lespgue at the courthonge, Kildare, showed that he
reckoned without his hogt.

Already the Coercionists are beginning to rea'ise they will have
to pay dear for the aid of the foreign ally they invoked. The Radicals
of England did not much relish government of Ireland by coercion,
Trey relish still lexe the government by cogrcion and the Inquisition
combived, Balfour on his owo bottom was a pitiful spectacle enough,
but Balfour bealen and broken after all his silly or spitefal devicea—
the author of ** Philosophic Doubt,” the second and greater Cromwell,
whiniog to Bome for help in the work of Coercion, is the mast pitiful
epectacle it i8 poasible to conceive. It is sufficiently comical to find
the coercioniats who played the No-Popery card so freely—who were
never tiredof declaring that Home Rule «nd Rome Rule were identical
—now strivieg night and morn to establish Rome Rule as the very
antithesis of Home Rule in Ireland.

I'he intolerant and rancorous trinmph with which the English
Catholics ure brandishing the Inguisition Reseript knows no bounds,
Fo give an instunce, In one diocese in London on Sunday, May 13,
the Bisbop, who was once a chaplain to the Duke of Norfolk, had
sermons preached upon the subject at last Mass at several of the
chuarches, Toat at Clapham was a good sample, The preacher was
a Father Bridgett, Ir'sh iniquity, as illustrated in the Plan of
Campaign, furnished him with a theme which evidestly et in erap-
tion ail the slumbering volecanoes of hissoul. One mused, if the same
amount of fire and zeal were devoted to the apostleship of holy
chanty, Father Bridgett should prove aun irresistible missionary. He
wa3 more papi-tical then the Pope. He did not think tue Inquisition
bad gone far enough, “ Formy part,” ha screamed, * I would excom-
municate anyone who, after this Rescript, dared to take part in the
Plan of Campaign or boycotting.” And io his exultation he seemed
to see with holy satisfaction the soul of this wicked brother already
within the faming jaws of hell—banisbed, cursed, anathematised, the
culprit-victim of the Church’s awful boycotting decree. Above his
head was a figure of the Church’s Founder hanging on the tree upon
which He died for love of all His bretnren, Behind him was the
tabernacle, where the Miracle of Love and Marey had just been con-
summated. Happily the Inguisition is—as yet—more merciful than
Father Eridgett.

Cau vne fathom the malevolent insoleuce of this—this ex-chap-
lain of the Duke of Morfolk setting his Hnglish prissta to preach such
germong in English churches to English congregationa? No, not
qute to Knglsh congregalions, ana herein lies the worst poison of
the sting. At Clapham, as at most Enghgh Catholic churches, the
bulk of the congregation is ether Imsh or of Irwh blood. The
bumble folk in the back-ground and in the side aisies certainly., A
sprinkling of auperior Eoglish or forswurn Irish adorn the front seats
in silk and broadecioth, It is for the benefit of these that Irish
depravity ig held up to scorn smd denunciation, taat Irish patriote
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are anathematised, that the sentiments of those humble Irish in the
background are lacerated, spat wpon, trampled on  Onc has only s
know the typical English Catholic to understand Bloosdy Mary sed
helieve in Foxe’a Book of Martyre. In reality thess people ave mod
Roman Catbolics at all, They are Norfolk Oatholics if you like, e
English Catholics, or Bloody Mary Catholics, Just as sa Irsh
Orangeman may be satd 10 be a Nationalist tarned wrong-aide eab,
so an English Ctholic may be said to b:a Puaritan turned wrong-side
out, The Puritan was respectable and logiaal. He believed in pre-
Aestination. He believed he was the Lord's elect, and that he kad s
right to hew in pieges a'l the Lord's enemies, Because ke could noy
practice his religion with a free hand at home, he emigratad to &
wild virgin coloby in which he established a country of his own,
where in due time he burned witches and allywed mo heretics to
cross its borders, The typical rabid English Catholice welieve in
theiwr hearta that all who are not of them will be damn-d, sud, what
is worse, they wish them damned, But they hare not the evurage to
vay 82 They call themselves by the name of the religso. which is all
toleranca and all mercy. If they had their way to.morrow they
would give over Catholic Irelaad to fire and sword as & bhoretic conn-
try, and they would set up the stakes again in Smithfield. Xi ig
these people, led on by the Duke of Norfulk's ex-chaplain, who are
now exploiting the Papal Rescript against the Plan of Campaign, as
if it were another Bull of Adrian, handing them over Ireland for con-
quest and conversion, What & comment this is upon the whole busi-
ness.

Under the civilising influence of sublimated Toryism wa sre
steadily going back to barbaric methods, This may sound paradoxical,
but it is the fact all the same. For instance, the battering-ram,
This arehaic military engine, disentombad from the monld of ages
long anterior to the period of Edward IIL, is now a weekly recurrent
resurrection in agrarian stroggles. It played a prominent part last
week in some evictions in Tipperary, st a place called Modeshill,
whers a number of tenants had rebelled against the tyranny of the
agent, a fellow.farmer named Hanly. The landlord of the place iz m
Mr, Michael Cormack, A large evicting force, under the command of
Colonel Carcw, R.M., and County.Inspector Btephens, directed the
operations, A few tenants wers cleared out on the first day, and thare
was but one notable incident, Tt was at the houss of Martin Morrigsy,
a very old man, and a sab-tenant of Mr. O'Keeffe’s, The door of his
honse was forced open without diffioulty, and the old man was put out,
He declared that be had built the bouse bimaelf at the cost of £40,
Mr, H«nly said that he did not want any rent from bim, but won!d
allow him back as a caretaker. The okl man replied with great epirit
—* There is no fear 1 will take care f it for you.” Tnis p ucky reply
was loudly applauded by the peeple. Next day the bartering-ram
was brought into play, The house of Bdmund Cody—a neat coitage
—which was found to be strongly barric.ded, was attacked, and szona
a large hole wes made io the wall., Tbhe Emergeocy gang—at the
bead of whom, it is stated, worked Mr, Robert Puwer, son of Mr,
Richard Power, J.P., of Ballydavid, and a brother of Mr. Arnold
Power, solicitor—-1pen swarmed into the house and ejected the tenant
and his fatber, a feeble octogenarian., Some other tenants were
evicted before the “ram ™ was again called into play, and at saveral
points there were nariow escapes from vinlent collisions betwesa the
people and the police, The ** ram " was then moved off to the house
of a tenant named Patrick Tobin. After much trouble & bresch was
effected, and the tenant and a meighbour who had helped him to
*“hold the fort,” Michagl Neary, cams oat chearing for * Tue Plan,”

And here is the Boman cerrespond-nt of the Iimes, the paper
which coined the phrase, “surpliced rauffians,” laying down the law
about the Decrze with the mir of a professor of theology., * The
Deerce beging with ‘atrum hécat,” " 1t ends so-and-so. Its Teal
meaning ie so-and-so, The reasons are no part of the Decres,
Their scundness or unsoundness has nothing to say with the matter,
©If Mr. Parnell's new Plan,” we are wold, ¢ 13 withio the limits of
morality, as recognised by th= Christian charah of all sects, it will
not be zondemued by the Pope; but as sura as it violates justice and
morslity it wili go under tae ban with the old one, and oa the same
grounds,” Thiogs have ceme to a pretty pass, surely, when we have
to be lectured on Christian morality and Catholic theology by tha
correspondents of the Zimes, and when the * thunders of the Vatican "
are content to play a sort of second fiddle to the thunders of Printing
House square.

The following ia the latest cipher despateh that has fallen into
our hands: “To Inspector-General, R,I.C., Castle, Plan of
Campaign on Masseerene estate not quite collapsed, but breaking wp,
—D.T, Drogheda, May 4. * Not quite,” Well, we should say oot
Thiais tue estate for the particmlar benefit of which Mr. Ross of
Bladensburg, bas managed to get the Inguisition to issue their Re-
seript. It will be a rather poor resalt for all Lis trouble if by-and-by
the only answer he can give to the inquiry of Cardinal Monaao, a3 ta
whether the Beseript has succeded in breaking down the Plan of Cam-
p+ign on hie brother-in-iaw’s estate, 18 the answer of * D, T., Drogheda,”
“not guite.” Aud this is the only anewer, with the blessing of God,
he will be able to give,

8o much for the pretence of the Government that the Coercion
Act was not to be used against combination or political opponentas,
but to put dowa crime, There is no crime in Louth, nor bas there
been any for years, The monotonous presentiations ot white gloved to
the judge is evidence of that, But there is a combination against a
dissipated and broken-down ruck-renmter; and there political op.
poneots galore. Thia cipher telegram throws a flood of light upon
the motives and secret doings eof the Government and the Cagtle
gang. 1lhe Massereene tenantry now see with what lynx.eyed
vigllaace their every wove is watcbed from Dablin Castle, and they
will be ab e to estinate the degree of joy which any show of wealks
ness on their pact would bring to the hearts of the amiable persons
who burrow (o that famous furtress, and mole-like, control the
destinies of a whele nation,

If the repore a8 to the identity of the szcond Mr, Power men.
tioned 1n a foregoing paragraph be correct, the facts are not without
some food for the meralist. Mr, Arnold Power in, wa believe, brother
to Mr, Frank Power, who is suppesed to bare parished in the Boudan



