
the meaning of the Divine Word since the Westminster standardsweredrawn up;and whereas it ia right andrequisite thatthe written"tandards and th« living f.dth of the Church should be in fullestharmony, it ishereby overtured to the venerable tho General Assembly
of the Free Onurch of Scotlandby the Free Presbytery of Dalkeithto take this whole subject into earnest consideration, aud to do in the
mattar as may eeemgood." The creed of the Covenanters appears tobe in somedegree of danger, and it seems within the rangeof possi-bilities that wemay yet behold the strange phenomenon of a Churchlooking back upon maityrs who differed from her in very essential
points, and wouldprobably submit to be martyredagain rather thanacknowledge themselvesas holding the present beliefs. Butsucharetbe vagariesof privateinterpretation.

A diacorery of great interest toarcbasolojists has been made atLochavulin, near Oban. It consists of a partly submerged lake-dwelling. Quantities of human bones have also been found in theimmediate neighb urhood. Learned people from all p^rts of thecountry arehastening toinspectand examine theseremnantsofanotherworld
— thoughhardly a better one.

The Glasgow exhibition was openedby the Prince of Wales onMay Bth. His Royal Highness, wh> wasaccompanied by the Princess,
receivedan enthusiastic welcome, andeverything went off with the
greatest possible iolat,

The Government system of emigration has been brought intoaction inLews, whence 21 families,consisting of 113 persons, havebeen sent to Manitoba, each head of a family receiving £120, repay-able inannualinstalments at the endof four years,and every maleimmigrant over the age of 18 obtaining a free grant of 160 acres ofland. The movement,however, is not popular among the crofters,who, ina meeting heldby them at Aline, have condemned it— whileland at home is withheld from them. They have also expreesed their
intention touse all constitutional means toputan«nd tu.thesubstitu-tion of game for human beings, and the sporo which they look uponas their ruin. In a reference made at this meeting to the refusal ofLady Matheson togive thepeoplemoreUnd, as they had petitioned
vi tt

uu
d°' a contradiction was given to certain statements of herladyship s as to the subdivision of crofts by the tenants. It wasamrmed that,on thecontrary,such subdivision hadbeenmade by theemployeeof the landlord, and tbe divided crofts let at double rents.A^ protest was also made against the Government's neglect to com-ply with the recommendation of the NapierCommission bybuildingaharbour andpiers,and their rendering loans abortiveby prohibitiveconditions. Six of the Barvas men have been fined for throwingdown,inDecember last, a dyke belonging to aman whom they triedtomake ]oin themin taking forcible possession of land occupied by

the minister of the parish. It is, further, reported that tbe mendischarged by the Sheriff on the charge of breaking down dykes onDeli *arm, Ness, haveseized on the land and sown it withpotatoesand oats. Lady M-itheson meanwhile has let Stornoway Castle, andbetaken herself to foreign parts— shaking off tbe dust of the un-grateful island,jrefusing to starve withdue submission, from her aris-tocratic shoes. But if dust enough would fall fromher shoes to givethe crofters the additional soil they require they would not greatlyregret her ladyship's depaiture. Itis tobereasonably hoped that theordinary charitiesdispensed by her willbe continued by the incomingtenant of her mansion.
The Chief Constable of Edinburgh has informed the Towncouncil ofan extensiveSunday trade done in methylated spirits bythe druggistsof the city. The stuff is purchasedunder various namesBuch as ' finish." « dynamite." "polish,"&c. for dram-drinking pur-poses by degraded members of the population,but the difficulty instopping the trade will be that of provingaknowledge of this purposeexisting on the part of the druggists. Bad as is the ordinaryunnking at the public-houses, the practice in question is infinitelyworse. Here, besides, is Sabbath-breaking extraordinary in Auldxicekie.

Church matters in Skye show somethingof a disturbedaspect.At the Episcopal church a row is going on relative to the extremeRitualismof the incumbent, who,according to the
"

unco quid," hasswallowed a double dose of
"

Popery." which is breaking out inall hisactions.
—

At the parish church a battle is proceeding about the intro-duction of instrumental music. And,on the whole, if the deil hasnot a high old time of it, he is not the humorous being which insome quarters,he is tsken tobe,

The labour party express themselves as determined to securerepresentation in Parliament. If opposed by the Liberals theydeclare they will vote for the Tory candidates'. Although Iheircaubeis one that deserves sympathy, audin which the interests of the greatbody of Irish settlers inScotland are involved, it will be a great pityif anything is done by the party togive effect to the old watchword"
divide andrule," and to increase the Unionist majority or weakenthe strength of their opponents. But of this there is manifestdanger.

Mr. William O'Brien M.P., has commenced an acti<n for libel
against the Glasgow Herald for publishing the followingpassage in itsissue of March 21 :—" Mr.O'Buen made a scathing speech A Man-chester on Monday night, in whichhe taunted Mr. Balfour,amid the
applauseand laughter of tho audience, with taking such precautions
forhs own safry that it is practically impossible for any section ofNationalists t» repeatinhitperson thevictoryofthePlv*nixPark "
The words in Italics constitute thoalleged libel.

The Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, and Father McDonald ofSouth Fist, haveeach writtena letter to the LondonCatholic Needle-

(From the Akaroa Mail.)
The visit of Dr. Grimes to the Catholicsof Akaroa has created con-

I siderable interest amongst most classes of the community and from
those over whom he holds spiritual authority the welcome accorded
him has been as warmashe couldhave anticipated. It isno less than
eleven yearssince aRoman Catholic Bishop visited Akaroa,so it can
be judgedno little interest ie folt,and when we state no fewer than
forty-five had beenprepared for Confirmation in such a small com-
munity it will «how how wide that interest is. The Bishop arrived
by coach on Wednesday, andalighted at the entrance to the church,
Which hadb^en specially adorned inhonour of the vis.t,andin spite
of theunpleasant weather presenteda very festive appearance. There
were six arches of evergreens and flowers,and these were decorated
withmany flags. Over the p>rch at thegate was the Irish inscription" Cead mille failthe," a hundred thousand welcomes, and over the
porch was the legend

" Welcome, Princeof the Church." The church
itself was mos1beautifully decorated with flowersand foliage,a won-
derful display considering the season. Having robed himself, the
Bishop entered the church porch,accompanied by Father Kickham,
where he waspresented with the followingaddress by Mr.F.Narbey
of Onuku, whoread itvery distinctly and intelligently :—: —"

To theRight Rev.Dr. Grimes, S.M.,Bishopof Christchurch."
My Lord,— We, the undersigned members of the committee on

behalf of the Catholica of the district of Akaroa, respectfully beg to
offer you a sincere and cordial welcome to this, the oldest
Battlement in jour extensivedioceso, and to express our sense of
the honour conferred on us by your visit here to-day. Our
heartfelt gratitude is dae to the Holy Father for the con-
sideration he has extended tonis children in this remote part of the
Apoitolic See, in promoting their spiritual welfare by proclaiming
thenew Bishopric of Ctuistchurch;and, whilst congratulating your
Lordshiponyour elevation to theEpiscopacy, our humble prayer is
offered that you may be granted long life an* abundantgraces to
perform the onerous duties attaching to the exalted and holy offica
wkich you have chGSen to fill. We hasten to assure yourLordshipot
our steadfast loyally and obedieuco to the Church, and our earnest
doßire t > gratefully acknowledge the great benefits we daily derive
from its teachings. We areanxious to record the Appreciation af tho
services of our present pastor, whose untiring energy and thoughtful
solicitude for uaat all times bas fully earned our loveandesteeoi. It
is unfortunate that, being situate at sucha considerabledistance froia
theparishchurch at Lyttelton,our pastor is only enabled to viat n«
once in eachmontb, but wehumbly submit toyourLordshipourhopj
that the oldest Catholiccommunity in your diocese may yet enjoy i.<«
blessings audadvantages to be derived from thepresence of aresident
priest. We legret we cannot direct yourLordship's attention toauy
educational institution of our own. We are compelled by circum-
stances toavail ourselves of the present system,but trust ere longue
just claims of the Catmohcs, aidedby yourLordship'sable advocacy,
will be admitied by the Legislature,and State aid granted to enabic
ns to provide for our children the luestioirtble blessiug o( a.souad
Christian education. Humbly beseeching your Lordship's blessing,
and devoutly praying that you may long be spared togovern tiv
diocese of Cnristcburcb, webeg to subscribe ourselves

—
Your faithlul

aud obedient children,
—

Francis Narbey, Antonio Rolngujs, Josep.i
Vangioni, Victor Narbey, Patrick O Gallaghan, Antoni Kotlowski.—
Akaroa, June 21,1888."

Ihe address was printed ingold and colourson white satia, and
wiia great credit to Mr. Penhngtoa,of tne Mailofficp, being beauti-
fully finished.

In reply the Bishop said that the presentation of this address
was a surprise, anda most agreeable one. He was pitted indeed to
see the children of the Churchpay respect to thjmost High, through
him. This, the oldest settlemintof the Church in hisdiocese,had par-
ticular interest for him, and heh*d come as soon aspossibla to visit
them to make himself acquainted with their wants. Tne Sovere.gu
Pontiff had sent him amongst them to see how their spiritual
wants had b< ea attended to by thepriests, aud he was happy to tell
tham that he had found this had been well done. They owed grati-
tude to their Holy Father for the interest he hadtakeu in their wants,
and tlaiu wasno new interest, for the wantof a Bishop for this diocese
hadbeen known for tenyears,and spokenmuch of in Home when he
was there,and they had only waited to obtain the necessary informa-
tion before making the appointment. He did not know then
he should have been chosen for this great woik, a»d wished one
more worthy had been selected, but would do oil poor
utmost for the greater glory of God, and hoped, whilut Baying
his own soul, to help others. He thanked tham for their words
of congratulation;they wishedhim long life, but long life w»b not
always desirable, and whatho wished for was th« abundant grace to
fulfil his duties. He was glad of their steadfast loyalty to the
Church and its teachings. These should not by merely uttered by
the lips, but should sink into the heart In all timef since the
establishment of the Church it had been the custom of their Sove-
reign Pumiff to send his delegates to cifilise and Christianise the
world. There was that dear land<.f the West, to which St. Patrick
hadbeea -ent by th jPope;St. Augustine had been sent toEngland
by at. Gregory, and France, Ita y, Spam, Portugal, and other
countries had been civilised and Christianised by bishops of the
Holj See. Priests had been sent to this tettlement of Akaroa forty
yearsago from France, tht» land of saiuts, willing to tncounter all
hardships for the gloiy of God and the saving of souls. Ho w s g.aU
they vow posbebsed a pa^or of such untiring cneigy, but rigiciica
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work Guild relating the sad condition in which the islanders are
situated. They are ina state of chronic starvation and in need of
everything that chanty can supply. Evea the reductions made in
their rentsDy the LaudCourt havenot as yet resulted in giving them
any relief.
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