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discover some other method of upholding the honour of united
Oanterbury.

The death of Mr, Pearson leaves the Ashley seat to be wrangled
over by candidates who were disappointed at the lust alection. Mr,
Rolleston is spoken of ae the probuble successor of Mr, Pearson, Some

ergons imagine tnat Mr. Ivess, who has taken up his res dence in
Christchureh, would nave a very fair chance for the geat. The con-
atitnency 18 a Conservative one, aod I fancy Mr. Rolleston has tae
better chance, [t Mr, Rolleston stands and is again defeated he will
naver recover it. 1t ia 8rid that, ke the stag of Jacques, the tears
have never ceased to conrse down Mr. Rolleston's “ innocent nosa "
sinee the night upin which the retarning officer daclared Mr. Baxter
dulyelec ¢ 1 to 1he disgast of Mr. Rolleston, I am not eure that [
should be greatly grieved if the wells in the sad eyes of this ponlerous
and solemn gentloman were caused to overfl w afresh by another
defeat. Mr. Rolleston is an unbending Conservative of the old school, he
regards the people ag canaile, or, to use his favourite quotatiog, as tha
“heri."” Itserves him right whea the * herd ” exerci-es its fuoctions
and kicks. Whoever may be the gext member for Aasbley, he ig not
likely to excel Mr. Pearson in popularity. The dead young member
was unsssuming, he was plessant in manner, bright of intellect, was
as much liked in the House as out of it, and by all classes in Canter-
bury bis early death is deeply deplored,

The Bhakespeare Club in Christchurch 1z a most flonrishing Society.
It is only about a year old, but hus, 1n that fime, dons soma very good
work in the way of studying the writings of Shakespeara, Professor
Brown, who is Presideat, oceupied the chair on Monday night. Tae
Professor is not a believer in the celebrated * Cryptogram.” Hae
ia firmly convinced tuat S8hakespeare, and he alone, wrote the plays,
His anti- Baconiae belbef, among other reasone, is founded upon the
fact that Shakespeare, in many of his plags, openly ridicules the Puar.-
tans. This, the Professor mawntains, wonld not have bzen done by
Bacon. The great Rlizabethan philosopher sympathised with the
Puritans, and would never have lashed a aystem in which he believed
as its atiff, piggish formalism is lashed in the character of Malvolio.
This differcace between the opinions professed by Bacon and the
opinioas in Bhakespeare's plays, I saould pearcely imagine to be so
conclueive & proof of the Shakespearian authorship as Professor Brown
makes 1t out to be. A largerminded man, such a3 Bacon was, must
have beea quite capable of geeing through the shama of Puritanism.
May he not bave chosen the light vehicle of the drama ms a means
whereby to convey his real opinions to the ear of the worid, What
really seems to throw much more douabt upon the Shasespearian
authorship than the iotricate “* Cryptogram " js—how could a man
with shakespeare’s limited education have written these plays at ali?
In them are reflected more of the mind of the philosophsr aad polished
epurtier than that of the poacher and strolling player.

Apropoe of Literary matters there is a book in the market just
row of the kiud upon which English people, no douhbt, largely furm
their opinions in reference to Irish matters. I have read a great
many books in my time, and have psrused innumerable Jprinted lies
about [reland, but I think I have never read a grosser or more brutal
tissne of falseboods between two covers, than those contaimed in
* Farsell and His Island.” The book is not as one would suppose, a
satire. To be satirioal, polish and wit are necessiry, There is neither
1n thigk buok, Thercis nothiog hamorous about it. There 18 not cne
flish of wi, or vne siogle indication of Literary mernt from cover to
cover. Itis a dead, heavy, savage attack upen the whole Insa nation,
I first prcked 1t up upon a drawing-room table in Caristchurch, and
wug assured by 1i8 0 suer that every word 1o the book was pertectly
true. [ ecau vouch for its truth,” sawd the speaker, * becanse
1 bhave been in Ircland myself,” Pictures of the vileat aud
most revoiting kind are given of cthe Irisn peasantry, whbo
are represented as guviag entirely losl all moral sense and as living
toe lile uf semi-biutalised saviges, © The graft of civilization,” ke
8436, ** which the Anglu-8.xon has lor ssven hundred years striven to
b.ud upon b 18 and, bes never cangnt.’ The Ceit of the present
day 16 described as a ~savage emunestly fitted for cattle-lilt ng, but
Ll-suited to ply the industry of taimisg.” Piclures are given of the
Ineh pudriot apd the Imsh priest, Lhe latter is credited with
sanctivaiog murder, 1 ordur ¢ get s dues. The following isa
delieate picture of a Parnellite member. He is cunniog, selfish, cruel,
his blood 18 tin_wilh centuries of poveriy, damp hovels, potatoes,
and servility, His passions are dull and snllen as an instinct. And
thus nalf tamed animal walks out of Hustoan Square inta Londoa, and
makes bis debdt in the Housa of Commous. He is described as
making up for ceuiuries of fasting by making a terrible onslanght
upen ¥ogbsh beef and pudding, The deseription given of the service
n gn liish chapel is sach & description as ouly a person lost to all
sengs uf decency and delicacy eould give. Buch a man is the writ.r,
In every evvage inauit which be flings ut the Irish people, thers is
the unmi-takcable reflex of a brotalisel muind, Over aud over be
asserts that the Insh prasant has been left behind wuile the rest of the
world wdvaneed, * The Irist peasant, ' he says, * wili only be uble to take
his placs as an Lqual beside his S.x.n neighoour when he has coatrived
to 1l mmseif of ceuturies of inherited flth and 1dlene-s, suppl mented
by ten jears of the mo-t imfamons moral teaching which 10 18 pu-sible
io conenive,”  Thasinfamous teacnmg of course 1-the teaching ot tie

Land League, wios: doctrines, as be asse.ts, are * murder and repudia-
tivn of dub..”  Nut conteut with attacking all Irrsh 1natitutiona ani
declarmy atle stin eff ¢t, that the sovaer nature steps in, appiies
the postuve check, and extiaguishes the Irab, the better it would ba,
Tuis wricer dovs what [ b lieve no o her writer has hitherto done.
He grossly sianders the murality of Irsh womzn. In these vu.gar
caumueled and impure 'maginings is thorougaly revealed the basa
mind of the wniter whose pariiality for revelling 1n the faulness of
a tosl miud tai «xeeeds  be las.e for object.ve uucicanuess whicn
be attnbuates 1o ine Irish peopie,
1'i;u worst featiire 10 regard to publications of this kind is that
'Engnsu people, blind with prijudiee, read these vile effusions and
upon them torm their opinions 1p regard to Ireland ani the Iri-h,
Huwever capable ot cxercisiog faw play in regard to other mattera
ti ¢ haglish mind way be, it 18 incapable of beipg fair where Ireland

ia concernel, No matter how false or how bratal the lics may be
whicl? are told ia regard to Ireland, thesa are swallowad as gospel,
Looking at # Parnell and Hig Istand " in the windows of the book-
eeller, and knowing how tha 8axon reader will balieve every word
of it, one realises how almost hopeless is the expectation that the two
countries will ever nundaratand each other, or that the old feads will
ever pass awgy .
S ——————
CHRISTIAN BRUTHERS’' BOHOOLS, DUNEDIN,
————————

A LEOTURE by the Rev, Father Burke and an entertainmant, in aid
of a tund for erecting a gymuasium ia connzetion with these sshools,
wera givan in the Choral Hall, Dunedia, oo Friday evening. The
platform was occupiel by the singing class of the school, other-
wise known av the Young Caciliaue, whi, arrazgel in order of siza
and age, and each adorned with a handsoma greem rosette, formed
a very goodly and pleasing losking company, sod one, morsover,
that seemed very wall ploased with themislves, and aiso with things
in general. His Lordship, the Bishop, took the chair at 8 p.a., and
the performance commenced with the * Weariog of the Green,” sung
in a highly spirited mannar, anl with complate swaotness and
harmony, ag arraagad in four parts, by the Young Cecihavs, ander
tha conductorship of one ol the Oaristian Brothers, and accompanied
oo the piano by Harr Schweers, who kindly gave his valuable
gervices as acoompanist throughoat the avaning, Father Barke then
delivered the flest portioa of his lacture, * The Min of tha Modern
Irish Movements,” baginning with Theobald Wolla Tone, and ending
with Robert Bmmet, Appreciative aad sloguont sketches were also

given of Orda, Lord Bdward  Fitegerald, Father
Marphy, the Brothers Bheares, aod others, and the tragie
fate that met emch in torn waa deseribed in  powerful

and touching langnsga. The rev. lecturer was thronghoat erideutly
dealing with subj2cte that he had mastered, not aa worked up for an
especial occasion,but as realised by loug and loving study, and habitually
catered into with a desp and ardent sympathy, The frequeat
applause of the aundience, meantime, told how they hung upon the
speaker's words, In the interval that followed, the Cecilisna sang
the ¢ Minstrel Boy,” arranged in fovr parts, and which they gave
with admirable expression as woll as extreme sweotnesi—Magter
Frances Heley, one of tha pupils of the achool, recited, with
pennina fervour, Dr, Ingram's splendid verses !* Who feara te apeak
of '98 1" and afterwards came the song * Erin the tear,” arranged in
two parts, and sung as pleasigly 'as those that had precsded it by
the choir, A pretty effect was produced in this performance by an
arrangement of the smaller boys of the class in front, where they
accompanied the singing of the verses with appropriate gestures,
Their delineation of the raiabow, the * one arch of peacs,” at the gon-
clusion being particularly graceful.{Master John Buckley. anothar pupil
aleo recited Emmet’s lagt speech in amost telling and pathetic maapaer.
The second portion of the lacture sonsisted in a review of the days
of the Young Irelanders, and the establishment of the Nation—the rev,
lectarer again showing himself something more than familiar wish his
sabject and carrying the sympathy of hie andience with him, At ite
term:natlon the * Dear Littls Shamrock " was sung by Master Nicholas
Molnny, one of the Ceeilinns, wery sweetly ss a eolo, with chorue,
arrangad in four parts, by the clasd. The * Harp of Tara’'' was next
given by the full choir, with an equal success. The comic element
was then introdoced npon the plasform in the shape of an admir-
able representation of * His Honour,” #& got np by Master John
Deaker, who looked as if he had just walked ont of one of the
caricature picturesissued by the Weekly Freeman and United Troland,
and who sang with & great deal of humour the * Bxterminator's Song,”
At the end of each verse * His Hooour's " sell-congratulations wars
taken up by the writars for the Nation, represented by Masters John
Day T. Walsh, aud J. Macedo, who, each with & guoill behind his
ear, sang the refrain * Yes you are the poor man’s scourge, but from
such the whole island we'll purge,” and who fAuaily chased * His
Hononr "' ignominiouely from the public view. This aceasioned great
amusement, and was londly encored. The rev. lectarer, who was
prevented by the lat~ness of the hour from entering upon the existin
agitation at any length, merely alluded to it paesingly anl conclud
with a remarkably fine peroration, in which he joylully hailed the
approaching deliverance of Ireland. Ou the whole we may say that
Fuather Burke aorpassea even himself, and that is saying a good deal
for 1 graphic description, quaint humour, quiet though keen satire,
polish, and elegance of diction, and literary style, ha posseises few
tivals in the colosy. The plaintiff and beautital melody ' Forget
not the ifield where they perished,” was then sung with admirablag
fesling by six of the Cecilians. The concluding chorus waa that very
pretty and stirring one, ¥ The Village Choristera’ arranged io four
parts, But nothing could be more pleasing than the way in whioh
the boys acquitted themselves during the evening in everything
demandel of th m. They gave convincing proaf that the vary most
i+ made of their abilities by the dsvoted, capable, and painstaking
teachers to whose care Lthey have been committed. It must, morg.
ovar, be & source of delight to Irish pareats to flad that their chiidrea
are being effectually trainel up i: the admirable and boaourable
traditions and sentiments of their dear native land, Were it for this
alone, thay would owe the Christian Brothers a debt bayoad ail
powcr of repayment.—A vote of thanks to the raverend lecturer
wis proposed in & very neat speech by Mr., Joha OQarroll,
and seeonded by Mr, J. P, Hayes, who 1n testif ying to the worth of his
former teachers and of the school at which he had been edacated, ,wan
probibly uneonscicus that his own clever sni well delivered little
shee~h was a clenr proof of the truth of his tesiimony. Hie Lordship
t! e Bishop, in pu'tinsthe mntion to the audience, spoke higaly of the
pleasure he had derived from the lectureaed from the ennertainment
gen+ra lv. The vote waa cirried by acclamation, Mre. J. P, Arm-
ptrong then proposed a vote of thanks to the Bishop for presiding,
and apoke in grateful terms of the maunner in which bis Lordship,
sin e hia arrival 1o Danetin, had vindicated and npheld the respeot
due to Irish settlers. The arrangements in tbe ball were attended to



