
Mb.Jambs Ashcroft delivered a lecture the otherevening at
Roslyn on Ritualism,in which, among the rest,he referred to tke
great'work of the so-calledReformation, which,having freedhimself
and his hearers from a

" yoke of superstition and priestcraft," 'had
also been the parentof theircivil andreligious liberty. The claptrap
is of theusual stereotypedkind,andnot worthanother repetitionof
the thousand andoneirrefutable contradictionsgiven to it. But as
to thereligious liberty born of the Reformation a striking example
was to the fore ina disputewhich there is no authority tosettle and
in which one manhas as good a right tohis opinion as another. The
exhibition,indeed,of Mr.Ashcroft struck up as anauthoritativetheo-
logian was as convincing a sign of the tidiemlonssituation as there
well could be produced.

SO THEY DID IT.

N theannals of Parliament there is hardly to be
found a parallel to the conduct of thepetitioners
from Otago and Auckland, who hare lately
petitionedParliament not to give aidto Catholic
schools,and have promised to humblypray, etc.,
for the Parliament, etc. This is a mixture of
the tragical and comical, of selfishness and

'
ab-

surdity, of tyranny and meanne '. Catholics made nomove
this session to obtain justice, to secure some good to them-
selves from the money they are obliged to pay for public
education. They seemed to look upon any effort to obtain
fair play, to put an end to the shameless plunder to which
legislationhas subjected them for many years,as utterly use-
less, and they have consequently abstained from asking.
Parliament to show a little common seme and an inkling of
justice. This, however,hasnot been enough for the bigots,
who must proclaim their folly and tyrannousunjastice to the
world, by ostentatiously and needlessly going down on their
knees,begging Parliament not to thinkofdoinganactof jus-
tice,orsomuchas evendreamofgivingCatholics theleast value
for themoneyit forces outoftheir pockets. Catholics laugh at,
the comicality of the position of the bigots,and pity their>
folly and degradation. Meantime the extravagantexpendi-
ture on a system of education that is fast demoralising the
community goes merrily on,and whilst the howling for. re-
trenchment is not abated, and in other departments public
servants, whohave deserved wellof the State, arebeingsub-
jected to greathardships, the expenditure on godless schools
must bekeptup, even though crushing additional taxation
must be imposedupon apeople suffering from long-continued
financial depression. Mr. Ptkb,indeed,brought in a Bill
ostensibly meant to give back toCatholics a portion of their
ownmoney,but this proceedingmeans nothing. Mr.Pyke's
Billis a part of the Parliamentary performance,inevitable
oncenat least each session. But it is amere stageperform-
ance, the proceedingsdo not seem to have been seriously
gone through;it is well known thatMr.Ptkb's Billnever
hadachance of beingcarried; that unless Government take
up the cause of Catholic schools there can neverbe the least
hopeof success,and thatthe only effect of Mr.Prai's efforts
is to throw dust in the eyes of half-blind Catholics, whose
Totes may be thus easily manipulated to se<-ve the purposes
of the wire-pullers. But this trick has been tried & few
times too often,and during the present sessionof Parliament
the delusion has been utterly removed. Catholics may make
up their minds to wait a long time for justice. Meantime
their dutyip,in the first place to establish all $» Catholic

Atthe last meetingof the Ounedin Catholic Literary Society on
July 4,Mr.N. Griffin reada paper on"The1Advantages ofLiterfcy
Societies,"giving manyexcellent reasons why they should receive
the support which unfortunately they do not receive. The piaper
wascriticised,andcomment* wetsMad*oa this particular Wodtty by

NEW' ZEALAND TABLET
NO TICE.

Friday, Jufr 18,1888.

Those,entrusted withBooksof Tickets forthe RirartonArt-Union
willplease bearinmind that the time appointedfor theDrawing if
fast comingto a close, and that, in order to preventa Poaponement,
an EarlyReturn is verydisirable.

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT.

DEATH.
The New Zealand Tablet

11J.B."— No. The Pamellites held the balance.

Daly.— On the10thJuly,athis residence,BaldwinHotel,Princes
street,DUnedin, James Daly, aged 61 years.— R.l.P,

FiatJustitia.

FRIDAY, JULY 13, 1888.

PROGRESS AND JUSTICE INTHE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.

Tkb Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense,anexcellent education for their ownchildren.. Yet'
such is the sense of justiceandpolicy in the New Zealand,
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having'
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards,the free andgodlesseducationof otherpeople's'
children 1!! This is tyranny,oppression,andplunder.

schools they can, and without taking part loudly? or,
indeed, in any outward and noisy way, in political
contests, to steadily and determinedly vote against
"every opponent, public or private, of their claims,
and to lose no opportunity of punishing such
opponents. In thig way only can they ever hop*
to exert any influence in Parliament. We cannot too
often or too earnestly impress on Catholics the wo "thlessness
of what is, wesuppose facetiously, called party politics, and
the folly of engagingin them. As tocandidates for Parlia-
mentaryhonours. Generally speaking, there if not a straw
to choose between them; and ouradvice to Catholics is,when
these candidates are equally opposed to justice to Oatholios,
to remain at home minding their domestic business, and
abstain from taking any part whatever in election contests.But, nevertheless, they should let slip no opportunity of
deliveringablow against theold offender and the hardened,bigot. This,however,should be done silently, noas not to
cause bitterness and bickering. Catholics should never tell
anyone for whom they are going to vote, or for whom,they
have voted. They are notcalled upon to do go.;indeod,>no
one is called upon to letthe world know what he has.done
under the. protection of the ballot. Let Catholics;pursue
this course, and they will,whilst doing their duty,have^the
amusementof seeing,the bigots making themselves ridiculous
andbecomingho* and furious over what, after all,is only a
pieceof folly. For, in reality, thesebigots, whffat1intending
mischief to Catholics, are indeed their very beat friends,'1in-
asmuch as Catholic*,having thus the gravest responsibilities
thrown upon them, are stimulated to greater exertions to

'save the faith and morality of their children, and to establishschools for them free from all compromise and all non-
Catholic,and perhapsanti-Catholic,interference. Weregard
the action of the bigots as a real blessing to Catholics,and
in the light of areal blessing to them. Inconsequence of it,
their children are now in most cases receiving a genuine
Catholic education, which will in course of years secure for
theCatholic body great numbers of the best andmosthighly
educated members of the community. ,This,,however does
not prevent theconduct of these bigots from being both un-
justand ridiculous.

As thetune for the drawinginconnectionwith,theRivertoff'art"
unionis approaching,persons who have kindly undertaken the salt
of tickets are requestedtobe punctual insending inblocksandre*
mittancesjjso that arrangementsmay be made toconclude the matter
without any necessity for postponement. Friends will doubtless
redouble their exertionß during the interval to insure complete
i'success.

A concert was given at Mosgiel on Fridaylast, inaidof tit
building fand of the Catholic ,'cbnrch. Severalladies andgentlemen
fromDuntdingave theirservices,anda veryentertainingprogramme
wasgone through with. Among theitems which gavegreat satisfac-
tion werea soloby Miss Ocrrigan anda dnetbyHisses Cbrrigan and
Oantwell. MessrsBldnkiasopp,Bossiter, OintweH and Smith con-
tribated a pleasing quartette,and Miss Blaney asolo. The financial
resnlt will weunderstandbe satisfactory.-A concertwasalsorecently
given at GreytownJiojaidof thebnilding fund of theCatholicchurch
incoarseof erectionthere. The proceeds of both concerts will be
near £50.— 1n connection with the Mosgiel Ohnrch we havebeen re-
quested to acknowledge a1donation of £5 from #he Rev. Father
Sbeehan,ofBlack's, and another of three guineas/rom Mr. M,Kett
Milton.
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