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(From onr own Correspondent.)

DuniNg the last fortnight we have been experiencing here the rigonts
of a truly West Coast winter. Though the gorge wind is wot so
piercing as on many previcus years, it is more than compensated for
by the incessant rain, which mostly pute a stop to all outdoor work,
and renders the stagnation now existing in this district still more
complete, Nor ig this the only draw-back such wretched westher
canses here. It slao blocks up the port, so that there are no arrivals
or dvpartures of steamers sometimes for several days on account of
the flooded state of the river and a rough bar. About the middle of
this month several steamers were hemmed in port for over a week,
and several more were kept out, consequentiy rongh and stormy
weather here meana a great lossto most of the inhabitants, It meang
a lose of work to several hundred coal miners, who st the briskest
period of the year are mot conatantly employed ; it meeans a loss to
the mine owners, of expenses of staff and management, which are
slways accumnlating while there are no adequate retorns to balance
same ; it means 8 loss to the traders and shippers, to the whart
labourers, and last, but not least, to the shipowners it must mean
a heavy loss, But to crown our losses, we had a complete wrock last
week which means & complete logs, On the 23rd inst, the 8.8 Gerda
took the bar sbout 8 m,m,, over which a nasty ses was breaking,
though not dangerous to vessels in charge of the tug, Just entering tha
channel she veered ronnd, refused to anawer her helm and in a fow
minates was emashed againat the worth training wall, The Gords
bad very little cargo aboard, and being very light was at the mercy
of the waves, whichdrove her higher and higher on the trainiog wall,
destroying ten bays of piles, and doing considersble damage to Mesara,
Huogerford and McKay’a plant, which will be a serions loss to them.
The total damage done to the training wall and plant is estimatad at
over £3,000, This unlooked for disaster will throw abont fifty men
out of employment until such time aa the damage is repaired, but as
to who will repair the works nobedy can tell. The contractors eannot
doit, aathey have met with several severe losses in this contract from
floods and fire already, and it is scarcely possible to make
the owner or charterer of the boat pay for the repairing
of it, therefore, the only conclusion that csn be come
to is that Government will have to step it and repair it, It is
unfortonete for the port te have shipwrecks OCCUTiNg ocCafLrit-
ally, but this one could have been avoided had the Harbour Board or
Government compelled vessels entering or leaving port to take the
Goverzment tug which is slmost lying idle near the wharf, a8 very few
bonts avail themsalves of its services. The port caanot do without a
tug boat, and that being the case Government should compel vessels
to use the tug ata moderate rate anch as would clear expenses, or else
it is to he feared a good fow more of them will decorate the breake
water and iralning wall. A great number of people hoth on Saturday
and Bunday visited the scene of the wreck. Op 8aturday night she
divided into two parts, the forepart falling into the river and the
afterpart remainingjon the training wall, and unless cleared AWRY
at once will canse more damsage to the timber work,

The unemployed at Ricbardeon ond other places have had a loog
and depressing experience of the Midland Bailway muddle, and it 18
likely that they will have to wait patiently for some time longer, or
#lse bid adien to the Coast as there is no sign of the Compansy making
a fresh start, with & possible probability that they may never start,
With a view of some definite information they have wired to Mr.'A.
B. Guinness, the Member for this district, and,on his communicating
with Mr, AllanScot), the employees are informed that the contraet
in not defloalely scttled, bat aseoon as the latter gentleman receives
advice from home, he will furnish them with the information, The
new phase in the Midland Railway contract of taking the lina over
Arthur's Pass instead of through it by a tuanel as formerly intended
is looke< upou with diatrust by many Lere, a3 the carrying of heavy
trains of minerals over a steep grade is merely specalative, not count-
ing thu lengthening of the jonrnay, and the many other inconveniences
which will be m=t with in travelling over rangesin winter weather,

The Grey-Hokitika railway is still hanging fire, nons of the
tenders having been mo far accepted, although it ie now nigh two
months since tenders for the New River section closed ; 0o doubt it is
baing kept steadily in view—the old and hackneyed official answer to
enquiries about this railway, The inhabitantson the Coast are very
remise in not foroing the Government to procead with this work, &
eum for the prosecution of which was put on the estimates last session.

The Harbour works after all are not to ba brougnt o & standastill,
The Government intend to expend £16,000 maore on the breakwater
and trainiag walls, a letter to that effect having been read at the last
meeling of the official Harhour Board. If the damage caused to the
north training wall by the 8.5, Gerda ia repaired out of this sum, there
;iEIEOt be much left for carrying the other works to anything near a

nish,

The Ford's Creek Rush st the Blackball, which I mentioned ina
former letter, has, 1 am glad to Bay, turned out better than I then
expected. There are some ten or twelve parlies on gold which is sup-
posed will pay £3 per week, but as the terrace is not extenaiva there
will be only a limited pamber of claims, Another small rush has
taken place at Oanog Creek, near Earrytown., A few parties are on
payable wash, hut the extent of the ground is not proved, It may be
only & patch, as several similar patches have been found in that
district, The present time seems very favourable for prospecting
parposes a8 the dearth of employment otherwise, compels many to
try their luck at gold-mining even though the grea er number of
them are badly equipped for that purpose. It ia a disgrace to the
present Government ot the Colopy, the neglect and indifference with
which they are treating the gold-mining iudustry, A few thoneand
pounds judicially expended in prompecting new grounds might be the
means of giving lucrative employment to thonsands of the unemployed
and do much to atay the excdusof the population to the neighbouring
and more prosperous colonies. Even the Connty Gouneil with ite poor

revenue and many calls would smbsidise pao parties &
Government come to their assistanse, bat thMeyaﬁ wot do, evi
they stop payment in the baginning of the present year to parties whe
worked under the iden that they were mubsidised by the Goverment
and Onunty Counecil under the prospectiug rules in fores aader the
Btout-Vogel Ministry, The inducement held out by the preseot
Government of £10,000 for both Islaads to prospactors wha shonld
discover & pavable fle d 40 miles from any kaown gold-fi:id, and other
such ridiculous restrictions, look more like a sham than an indace.
ment for the discovery of a goldfield, They are prelty oertain the
rew d witl never be claimed, as in all probability the odds agaiost it
bewng cleimed ars 100,000 to 1. Gold-miners ought to be thankfal
after that; truly they have a paternal Government,

It is very interesting for many to know the Ball Dredges now
beiog pat in position st the Thres and Fiva Mile baaches, Olkariti, are
very near in working order, and by e recant report the mannger statsa
that they will fully answer the purpose they are intended for, in faet
the amonnt of sand and gravel these machines will lift in twenty.foar
hours ia enormons, 8o that now if the beach is as rich as it is sn
to be the locky speculatora may expect quick retarns. BShonld thems
tarc oat u success there will bo a regalar rash for dredges right alen,
thecoast, companies haviag boco formed, and leases abtafed of most
the ground already. It is to be hopad the dredges will ba a (11 8
a8 they will give a grest stimulus to the gold-mining Medustry beth
here and elsewhere,

The anmaal match between the Greymouth aud Bokitlks feote
ball clabs eame off on the recretion grenad oa the 9th tust., and has
resulted in & win for the Groy team by six poiote to 0, The Boki-
tiks men lacked weight and strecgih, their opponants boing far
superior In this respect, During the two spells the ball was kept
most of the time in ﬁ:kitika‘s ground, proving that tha Grey players
had the best of it all the time, Both tsams are making great pre-
parations to compete witk the Dunedin High Schonl Clob who ars ta
visit the Coaat about the middle of July,

Mr, J. D, Pope, who isat ;l'elent leaturing on the Caast, detivered
Uwo loctares hers on Bobert Kmmet, the youthful hero of 1808, Mr.
Pope, who is now styled the Young New Tealand Orator, came huw
with very good recommendations from evsry plavain whish he hm
delivered this wery interesting lecture ; his Press eneomiums from
Auckland, Wellington and other places led ua 1o espeot & roal tremt,
Very few people care about lectures of any description, and many of
those most inter=aied in the tragic fate of Robert Bmmet shiok thoy
know as much asany leciurer of bis too short but eventful lite, Such
is not the case, however ; a good lecturer will pourtray the lives and
times of other men in ench a maouer s that the mind is irrestibly
carried away by his well toned speech and graceful actions, so that in
imagination we pictore them bafore ua and » lasling impremioa i
left on onr minda of the scenes so faithfully depicted. Buch, {ndend,
was Mr, Pope's lecture, In imsglaation ha carried bis sudience with
bim to that famouns Green st. Dock, where msny & nabla soa of [reland
stood hia trial before perverso jndgea and prejudiced juries for the saly
crime of loving their conntry too well, and from which many of them
received the awful sentence of death, prematurely laanshing them into
eternir ring this lecture we may pictuie :—

A wded court, & breathless bar,
Bottijudge and jury fushed with rage,
: + A fearioss felon there to mar

And blot with shame Britaonia’s page ;

A hero brave, a rebal bold,

A patiiot to make tyrants panss,

A man of gallant thoughtless mould,

A martyris his country's caue I*

The rendering of Emmet's imperisbable spssch from the dack ib
& special feature in Mr, Pope’s lactare, and any person wishing to hear
that immortal apesch randered by a good elocutionist chould, If pas
gible, go and hear this gifted lacturer. Mr, Popa's delivery is st cmme
clear and fluent ; he hag a sonorous and plessant voice, aad prozcacess
evary word distinetly, throwing & strength of feeling into his subjest
which completely enchiine the attantion of his hearars, euly oocs
sionally finding vent in burate of rapturous applagse, The lestorar
prefaced his principal subject with & briel »dsumd of the wericus wut
unsaccesstul means Irish patriots baveadopted to throw off ths knglisk
yoke during the last and prsssnt centurles, and amerted that ibe
apirit of nationality never died in the hearts of the Irish people,
instancing their periodical though fatile attempts o gain thelr libarty,
8till, those attampta show the constancy of the people ta the splrit of
liberty, sod the lessons then taught ware not forgotten by %
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generations, All these aitempts have now culminated in ane
national and peaceful struggle for their rights, and one which at ne
distant date shall crown their aspirations with sucosss, by gaining that
for which so much blood has been shed, so mueh miary suffered, and
80 many brave mon have sacrificed their lives, The lecturer them m
ceeded and gave an acconnt of the early life and tamily of the
martyr, recounting his deep strong love for libsrty, hin enthustastio
devotion to his country’s cause, and hig implicit confidenca in ita
ultimate triumph, He narfated the tender bat manly fesling whiock
induced Emmel toseek an interview with his famcor, t20 ssocomplished
Satah Curran, which lead to his arrest. After reforring to the other
leading features in this short but eventfal life, he referred to the mbe
sequent hife of the faithful Sarsh Carran, and gave a briet aketoh of
Bmmet’s brothers. Tbe lecturer then recited Emmet's immoresl
specchk from tha dock, whioch more than anything else has taken sech
a bold upon his countrymen. During the evening the lsoturar wae
repeatedly spplauded,—Many pereous being unavoidably sbseat, Mr.
Pope promised to repeat his leciure in a fow days,

Au Mr. Pope's second lecture, M, Kennedy, Esqg., oocupied the
chair, Taere was a good house, most of thoss who heard bim the firet
night being present again at this lecture. After delivering the lectare
and reciting Bmmaet's speech, the same as on the pravions aight, ha
sang T, D. 8allivan's song, * The Land for the People,” *'Tas Dusr
Little Bhamrock,” and the “Woearing of the Green,” which worg
received with entimsiagtic applause,



