
'Wednesday* aotlt.— Resolutions of regret for the death of
theEmperor Frederick and sympathy with the Dowager Empress
werepassedby both Chambers.— In the Assembly Sir GeorgeGrey's
Land for Settlements' Bill wa9 considered incommittee. The Minister
of Lands opposed the subsection providing for taking privateland,
andmoved that it be struck out, the motion being agreed to. Mr.
Scobie Mackenzie condemned the proposalalluded to as monstrous,
considering that there werethousands of acres of Crown lands avail-
able for settlement. Mr. Mackenzie,however, who is aninterested
party, and naturally an advocate of monopoly, cannot be ex-
pected to consider also that there are thousands of acres of
land shutout from settlement by monopolists, and that to the great
injury of tbe colony,and the exceedinggreat detriment of particular
localities. This, in the point of fact, is one of the chief causesof the
Colony's evil condition.

—
Itis rumoured that there is a desire on the

part of theparty who support Freetrade to get rid of theprotection
tariffby inducing Sir Hairy Atkinson to goHome as Agent-General.

Thursday,axst.— Tbe Hospitalsand Charitable Aid Act
AmendmentBill wasreadin the Assembly a second time, Mr. Mac-
arthurarguing in favour of the separation of the Manawatu district
from Wanganni becauseof the distance,and Mr. Stewart complaining
of the unfairness involvedin the Waimate district being obliged to
pay nearly thewhole cost of the Timaru hospital. Provisionis made
by the Bill for the separation of the districts referred to, as well as
that of Ashburton from North Canterbury.— The DivorceExtension
Billwas committed, Mr.Fish opposing it on the plea thatitaimed
anexceptionalblowat the fundamentalprinciplesof Christianity, and

'
Mr.'Blake denouncing itasloweringoursocial status and illegitimatis-
ing our children.

Fridaysand*
—

In the Legislative Council the Hon. Mr.
Stevenspresentedapetition from grossbigotsat Christchurch pray.
ing thataid might not be given toCatholic schools. The Council
passeda motion insisting on the amendments made by them in the
Chinese Bills 'and with which the Assembly disagreed. Dr. Pollen,
who was the mover, claimed, that the Chinamen showed a good
example to Europeansby theirdiligence and general behaviour, and
SirF.Whitaker seemed substantially toagree withhim. But these
honourablegentlemenshould remember that habitual association,at
least,with the lowest filth of the Europeanpopulation is hardly a
good example toeven that degraded fellow the Europeansettler in
general,and the abandoned women themselves areregardedas still
further debased when they reach their lowest ftage among the
Chinese. How such facts as these, not tospeak of other things, can
be reconciled withthe assumed virtueof the Chinamenweare unable
tosee. But themonopolists and their friends andsupporters,asthey
areeiger to exclude aEuropean population from the Colony in the
interests of monopoly, promoted by cheap labour, and, above all,
cheaplabour of the class that seeks no permanent settlement in (he
country, will not scruple as tohow they advance tneir object. All
this gush, however,about Chinese virtueis fustianof themost sickly
kind,and, eventhose who make themselves most prominentinutter-
ing itcannot butknow that Chinamen in the colonies, as a rule, are
filthily vicious, Even thevery reports current concerning them ina
neighbourhood where they have formed a colony areof an intensely
degrading anddemoralisingcharacter to the Europeansettlers.

—
The

discussion on the tariff, the Bill being under the charge of the Hon.
Mr. Mitchelson, during the absence through illness of the Premier,
wasresumed in the Assembly and carried on withresults favourable
to theproposalsmade.

Tuesdaya6th.— Inthe House ofRepresentativesthe tariff
was further considered, a proposalmade by Captain Russell for the
reduction of the duty on tea to 4d being rejected.— An imprest
supply of £200,000 wasgranted.

CHRISTCHURCH.
(Fromour own Correspondent.)

OUB ideas in C hristchnrch arestill a little mixedin regardto politics.
The Freetraders are indespair and the Protectionists are triumphant.
Itis more than hinted in some quarters that, ia order to retainhis
position asPremier, Bir Harry Atkinson will have to oust a coupleof
bis Ministerial supporters to make room for two of theunitedCanter-
bury party. There is no doubt he is now amerepuppet iv tbe hands
of the Opposition,and must dance to whatever they may choose to
whistle.Christchurch, like the rest of the crlony, appears to be unable
torecover from its profound grief at the German Emperor's death.
The Emperor wasundoubtedly a good and brave man, and the death
of a good man is a lons to tbe world,butIthink there is a great deal
of jingoism in the effort which English people make to »dopt the
Emperor andhis German land as thoughboth belonged to England.
Itis impossible to describe the unction with which English people
inform you that the"Empress Victoriaif the daughter of our Queen."
This Empress inthe Guelph family appears to Englishmen to shed
such glory uponeverything and everyoneEnglish that the contem-
plationof so much splendourappears to fairly reduce the ordinary
English mind toa state of idiocy. It is simply laughable to observe
all the trouble to which English peoplego to make the world behove
that theEnglish nation is hand andglove with Germany. This isall
the moreludicrous when Germany misses no opportunity to let the
worldknow how thoroughly itreturns the gushing love of the" ruler
of the waveß

"
with profound contempt Atpresent there ia every

prospect that as Boon as decency will permit, thepower now in the
ascendant at Berlin will do its best toefface as far as possible all the
effects of the rule of an English princess in Germany, and the"daughterof onrQueen"stands a fairchanceof makinganexitacross

the German frontier, that is if ibe wishes toavoid what promises to
be a far from pleasant life in her dead husband's land. In view of
whatmay happen in the future English peopleshould restrkia their
exuberant kinship withGermany, however anxious they amf be to
toady toa great nation. Though, indeed,Imust confers thatit isa
sourceof positivedelight tome to seeEnglishpeople throwing them*
Belves onall fours before Germany. NonationinEurope lovesbetter
than England do^s to play the bally to a little state, and no other
nation is so ready to play toady with a great one. England is
frightened out of its sevensenses nowlest, in the event of a war,Bis-
marck's army should be opposed to England. If the "daughter of
ourQueen

"
weresent home to Westminster iva donkey-cart England,

at thepresent moment, would not resent the affront. Truly there is
satisfaction in seeing the tyrant of Ireland obliged toenact the part
of suppliantin Berlin.

Dr. Grimes returned to Chrietchurch last week from Akaroa. He
has now compkted the visitationof his diocese,having visitedevery
dist ict except oneout-of-the-way parish upon the West Coast.

On Sunday, the feast of St. John theBtptist, which is theBishops
feast day, Pontifical High Mass wascelebratedby Dr. Grimes, assisted
by fathers Marnane,Brehonand Halbwacha. Aft'r Maw theBishop
informed the people that next Sunday there w uldba a collection for
theJSeminary Fund. He stated thattherewere notsufficient priestsia
thediocese toperform the work demanded of them and that it wai
necessary that theirnumbers should bereinforced. One reason why
he did not bring out priests withhim was that he had not the means
todo so. The purpose of this Seminary Fund was to provideme»m
for the education of clergymen for this mission. There were many
young men, hestated in this dioscese who would prepare for the
priesthoodbut they hadnot the wherewithall.

On Sunday,next Father Gomyns will openamission in the pro-
Oathedral, Ireferred to Father Comyns before as an able speaker.
Doubtless the mission will be largely attended.

On Tuesday evening Mr.RobertfLonargan was presentedby the
Catholio Literary Society with an address. The address is to bo
illuminated by the Slaters of themission. Inthe address deepregret
ia experiencedat Mr. Lonargan's approaching departurefrom Chriet-
church. Tne great impetus which he gave to the affairs of the
Society is also dweltuponat some length, and he is warmlj compli-
mented upon his ardent devotion to faith and fatherland. The
address concludes with the hope that Mr. Lonergan'*
absense from Christchurch may omy be for a time.

—
Mr.

Loaargan, who apjetred to be deeply movod by the
expressions of good-will contained in the address, suitably replied, in
his own peculiarly happy vein. Be expressedregret at severing bis
connection with the Society, andstatedthai- he wou.d loa^ remember
the happy days which he hadspantinGhnstchuroh.

—
A very pleasant

programme, comprisingvocalandinttrumentil music and reciuiion§,
interspersed with che usual toa9tj, wa< taengonjthrough, l'hs hall
was very tastefully decorated. The members of the docie'y are to
be congratulated upon perfectly understanding the art of arranging
for the pissing of a pleasant social evening.

—
The excellentupeaches

ot Messrs. Cooper and Milner on Tuesday night afforded evidence
taat there is plenty of talent among the young members of the
Society,anJ also that that talent is being cultivate1.

At theBrothers' and the Nuns' Bchools preparations havebeen
made for the reception of the Bishop, who is to officially visit the
schools on Monday. Addresses from the pupils and tne teachers are
tobe presented to Dr. Games upon the occasion.
Ihave just finished reading a book to whioh I could

wish a wide circulation. Itis " Tae Irish in Australii
"

a volume
written by Jamos Francis Hogan.of Melboarnj for toe purpose of
showing the part which Irishmen have taken in advancing colonisa-
tion andcivilisation at the antipodes A perusal of the book, would
teachIrish people that they havdreasonto be proudof their cotnty-
men, beneath he Southern Uroas. Parlous wnoare ever ready to sneer
at the Irish ignorance, andmaintain that the incapacity of Irishmen
to governisone reason why Home Rule should njt be granted to
Ireland, will find a complete refutation of their opinions iv the
pages of Mr. Hogan's book. Sincethe colonies werefounded Irish-
menhave been in the foremost ranks of colonial statesmen upon
the bench, and at the bar, in literature and in medicine,
in fact in every capacity in whichhigh intellectu it attainments were
required, Irish Catholics inAustralia have held their own with the
Saxon notwithstanding theboasted superiority of the latter. Some
of thenoblest institutions beneath Australian skies owe their origin
to IrishCatholics. The highest positions,social, civic, and political,
have b^en held by Irishtneu with erelit tj themselves and their
country, his only necessarytomentiou nimadlike tbosaof Sir Charles
Gavan Duffy, Sir Bryan O'Loughlin, Bir John O'Shannessy, the
Hen. Nicholas Fizgerald, Wildon Gifty, Charles Wentworth,
and a whole galaxy of other Irish Catholic statesmen in
Australia, to give the he direct to the statement that the
Irish are incapable of exercising the functions of Government.
What they havedonein Australia, they would do in Ireland if they
had thechance. Men whohave rated the destines of agreat colony
like Victoria, who assisted at the birth of nearly all of its most
liberal laws, may fairly lay claim to possess some of the qualities
the possessionof waich make statesmen. Sir William Stawell, Sir
ttedmund Barry,JudgeMolesworih,andChiefJustice Higginbotham,
arenames which go to prove the height to which T.risa talent has
enabled its possessors to rise at the Australian bar. The best novel
yet written in Australia, was written by a man proud of his Irish
dtscent, and tha only musical composition of any note which ia
associated withAustralia, was the work of anIrishmau, anl yet not-
withstanding: this, we still hear the old worn-out, flippant, tiimsy,
vulgar,untruthfulsneer, that Irishmen areunfit to govern,and that
Irish and ignorance are synonymous tarma, while the real fact in,
that where Irish intellect and Irish tilent get fair play, they have
nothing whatever to feir from competition with the rest of the
world, and are quite capable of wresting even from the superior
Saxon giasp, a fair share of whatever is worth having in thia world,
in ihe wayof honour and fame, and high position,either social or
public,
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