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Wednesday. 20th,.—Resolutions of regret for the death of
the Emperor Frederick and sympathy with the Dowager Empress
were passed by both Chsmbers,—In the Assembly 8ir George Grey’s
Land for Settlements’ Bill was considered in committee. The Miniater
of Lande opposed the subsection providing for taking private land,
and moved that it he strack out, the motion being agreed to. Mr.
Scobie Mackenzia condemned the proposal allnded to as mogstrous,
considering that there were thousands of acres of Crown lands avail-
able for settlement. Mr, Mackenzie, however, who i3 an interested
party. and naturally an advocate of moncpoly, cannot be ex-
pected to coneider =lso that there are thomsands of acres of
land shut oat from settlement by moanpolists, and that to the great
injury of the colony, and the exceeding great detriment of particular
loealities. This, in the point of fact, is one of the chief causes of the
Colony's avil condition.—It is ramoured that there is a degire on the
patt of the party who support Kreetrade to get rid of the protection
tarlf? by induciog Sir Harry Atkinson to go Home as Ageat-General,

Thursday, axst.—The Hospitale and Charitable Aid Act
Amendment Bill was read in the Assembly a second time, Mr. Mac.
arthur arguing in favour of the separation of the Manawata district
from Wanganui because of the distance, and Mr. Stewart complaining
of tbae unfairness involved in the Waimate district being obliged to

pearly the whole cost of the Timarn hospital. Provision is made
by the Bill for the separation of the districts referred to, as well as
that of Ashburton from North Canterbury.—The Divorce Extension
Bill was committed, Mr. Fish opposing it on the plea that it aimed
an exceptional blow at the fundamental principles of Christianity, and
Mr. Blake denouncing it as lowering our social status and illegitimatis-
ing our children,

Friday a2and.—Io the Legislative Council the Hon. Mr,
Btevens presented a patition from grosa bigots at Christcharch pray.
ing thataid might pot be given to Catholic schools. The Uouneil

agsed a motion insieting on the amendments mada by them in the

hinese Billa ‘and with which the Assembly disagreed. Dr. Pollen,
who was the mover, claimed that the Chinamen showad a good
example to Europesns by their diligence and general behaviour, and
Sir F. Whitaker seemed substantially to agree with him. But th:ge
honourable gentlemen should remember that habitual association, at
Jeast, with the lowest filth of the European populatioa is hardly a
good example to even that degraded fellow the Buoropeaa gettler in
general, and the abandoned women themaseives are regarded as still
further debased when they reach their lowest stage smong the
Chinese. How such facts as these, not tn speak of other things, can
ba reconciled with the assumed virtue of the Chinamen we are unable
to see, But the monopolists and their friends and supporters, as they
are eager to excluode a European population from the Colony in the
interests of monopoly, promoted by cheap labour, and, above ali,
cheap labour of the clasa that geeks no permanent settlement in (he
country, will not scruple as to how they advance their object.  All
this gush, bowever, abont Chinese virtus is fustian of the most sickly
kind, and, even those who make themselves most prominent in utter.
ing it cannot but know that Chinamen in the colonies, 48 a rule, are
filthily wieious, Iven the very reports current concerning them in a
neighbonrhood where they have formed a colony are of an intensely
degrading and demoralising character to the European settlers.—The
discuesion on the tariff, the Bill being under the charge of the Hon,
Mr. Mitchelson, during the absence through illaess of the Premier,
was resumed in the Assembly and carried on with results favourable
to the proposals made,

Tuesday 26th —Io the Houge of Representatives the tariff
was further considered, a proposal made by Captain Russell for the
reduction of the duty on tea to 4d being rejected,—Aun imprest
supply of £200,000 was granted.

————————

CHRISTOHURCBH.

L
(From our own Correspondent,)
OvuR ideas in C hristchurch are slill a little mixed in regard to politics.
The Freetraders are in despair and the Protectioniats are trinmpbaat,
It is more than hinted in some quarters that, ia order to retmin his
sition a8 Premier, 8ir Harry Atkinson wili have to oust a counple of
is Ministerial supporters to make room for two of the united Canter.
bury party. There is no doubt he i3 now a mere puppet in tbe hands
of the Opposition, and mnst dance to whatever they may choose to
whistle,

Christchureh, like the rest of the cclony, appears to he npable
to recover from its profounond grief at the German Emperor's death,
The Emperor was uadoubtedly a goad and brave man, and the death
of a good man is a loes to the world, but I think there is a great deal
of jingoism in the effort which Engligh people make to ndopt the
Emperor and his German land as thongh both belonged to Eugland.
It is impossible to describe the unction with which English people
inform you that the ' Empress Victoria ;s the daughter of our Queen."”
This Empress in the Guelph family appears to Eoglichmen to shed
such glory upon everything and everyone English tbat the coatem-
plation of so much splendour appears to fairly reduce the ordinary
English mind to a state of idiocy. It is simply langhable to observe
all the trouble to which Koglish people go to make the world behave
that the Eoglish nation is band and glove with Germaoy. Thisisall
the more lndicrona when Germany misses no opportunity to let the
world know how thoroughly it returos the gushing love of the “ ruler
of the waves” with profound contempt At present there is every
prospect that as scoo e decency will permit, the power now in the
ascendant at Berlin will do its hest to e®ace as far as possible all the
effecta of the rule of an Ebglish princess in Germany, and the
“ daughterof our Queen "’ stands 4 fair ohance of making an exit across

the German frontier, that is if she wisher to avoid what promises to
be a far from pleasant life io her dead husband’s land. In view of
what may happen in the fatnrs Engiish people should restraip thelr
exgberant kinship with Germany, however anxioas they m&y be to
toady to & great nation, Though, indeed, I must confeds that it is &
source of positive delight to me to sse Bnglish people throwing them-
selves on all fours before Germeay, No aation in Europe loves better
than England dos to play the bully to a littie state, and no othar
nation is so ready to play foady with & great one. England is
frightened ont of its seven senses now lest, in the event of a war, Bis.
marek's army should be opposed to Hogland. If the  danghter of
our Queen '’ were sent home to Wes minster in a donkey-cart Eogland,
at the present moment, would not reseat the affront. Truly there s
satisfaction in seeing the tyrant of Iteland obliged to enact the part
of enppliact in Berhuo,

Dr, Grimes returned to Chrigtchurch Jast week from Akaroa. He
has now compluted the visitation of his diocese, having visited every
dist ict except one out-of-the-way parish upon the Weat Const,

Oa Bunday, the feast of 8t, John the Baptist, which is the Bishepa
feast day, Pontificul High Mass was celebrated by Dr, (Arimes, assisted
by fsthers Marnane, Brehon and Halbwachs, Aft r Mass the Bishop
informed the people tha. next Sunday tuere w uld ba a colleotion for
thei8eminary Fund, He stated that thers were not sufBicient priestain
the dincese to perform the work demanded of them and that it was
necessary that their numbers should bereinforced. One reason why
he did not bring out priests with him waz thet he had not the means
to do so, The purpose of this Beminary Fund was te provide mesns
for the education of clergymen for this mission. There were many
young men, he stated in this dioscese who would prepare for the
priesthood bat they had not the wherewithail,

On Sonday, next Father Comyns will open & mission in the pro.
Cathedral, I referred to Father Comyns before as an able apeaker.
Doubtless the mission will be Iargely attended.

On Taesday evening Mr. RobertjLonargan was presented by the
Catholis Literary Bociety with an address, The address is to ba
illuminated by the Sisters of the mizsion, In the address deep regrat
is experienced at Mr. Lonargan’s approaching departure from Chriat-
church. Tne great impetus which he gave to the affairs of the
Bociety is also d welt upon at somse length, and he is warmly complis
mented upoen his ardeat devotion to faith aad fatherlaad. be
address comeludes with the hops that Mr, Lonergan’s
absense from Christchurch may oniy be for a time.—Mr.
Lopargan, who apoewred to be deeply moved by the
expressions of good-will contained in the address, suitably repiied, in
hia own peculiarly happy vein. He expressad regret at suvering his
connection with the Boclety, and stated thal he won.d looy remember
the happy days which he bad spantin Chestehurch.—A very pleasant
programme, fomprising vocal and intrameotil music aad recitations,
interspersed with rhe usual toasts, was taen gons through.  I'h: hall
was very tastefully decorated. The membars of tha docie'y are to
be congratulated upin perfectly understanding the art of arranging
for the pissing of a plaasant sucial evening,—Ihe exc:llent specehes
ot Messre, Cooper and Milner on Taesday night afforded evidence
taat there is plenty of talent among the young mombers of the
Wociety, and alsa that that talent is being cultivaw 1.

At the Brothers' and the Nuns' schools preparatigns have been
made for the reception of the Bishop, win is to officially visit the
schools on Monday, Addreeses from the pupils and tne teachers are
to be preseated to Dr, Geimes upon the oceasion,

{ have just fimished reading a book to which [ could
wish a wids circalation. It is “Tae (rish in Australis” a volome
written by Jamoe Francis Hogan of Melboarna for toe purposa of
showing the part which frishmen have taken in advancing culonisa-
tion and civilisation at the aotipodes. A perusal of the book, would
teach Lrish people that thay have reason to be proad of theiwr cownty.
mea, beneath bhe Southern Uross. Pursous wno are ever ready to sneer
at the Irish ignorance, and maincsin that the incapacity of Irishmen
to govern iscne reason why Home Rule shoald nst be graatad to
Ireland, will find A complete refatation of their opinions in the
pages of Mr. Hogan’a book, 8Since the colonies were founded Irish-
men bave been 1o the foremost ranks of colontal statesmen upon
the bench, and at the bar, in literatnre and in medicine,
in fact in every capacity in which high intellectu s{ attainments were
required, Irish Oatholics 1n Australia have held their own with the
Baxon notwithstanding the boasted superiority of the latter. Bome
of the noblest institutions beneath Australian skies owe their origia
to Irish Catholics, The bighest positiony, social. civie, and political,
have bien held by Irishmen with ereiic tu themselves and thair
country. [.i3only nec ssary to mentioa nimos likae choss of Bir Charles
Gavan Duffy, 8ir Bryan O’Loughlin, Bir John ('3hannesay, the
Hen, Nicholas Fizgerald, Wilson Giay, Charles Wentworth,
and a whole galaxy of other Irish Catholic statesmen in
Australia, to give the ke direct to the statement that the

Irish are incapable of exercising the [un:tions of Government.
What they have done in Austraiia, they wouid do in Ireland if they
had the chance. Men who have roled the destines of & great colony
like Victoria, who assisted at the birth of nearly all of its moat
liberal laws, may fairly lay claim to possess some of the qualities
the possession of woich make stutesmen, Bir William Btawell, Bir
Kedmund Barry, Judge Moleaworih, and Uhief Justice Higgiobotham,
are names which go to prove the height to which Zrizn talent has
soabled 1ts possessors to rise at the Australian bar. The best novel
yet written in Australia, was written by a man proud of his Irish
degcent, and ths oaly musieal composition of any note which s
agsociated with Aunstralia, was the work of an Irishman, anl yet not«
withstanding this, we stilt hear the old worn-out, flippans, flimay,
valgar, untruthfal soeer, that Irishmen are unfit to govern, and that
Irish and ignorance are symonymoaus torms, while the reai fact is,
that where Lrish intellect and Irtsh tileat get fair play, they have
nothing whatever to fear from cumpetition with the rost of the
world, and are quite capable of wresting even from the supsrior
Baxon grasp, a fair share of whatever 15 werth bhaving in this world,
in the way of honour and fame, and high position, eitter social or
pablic,



