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it bad been. On these points we are willing to accapt Mr, Townsend
Trench as an infallible authority, becanse he knows his fagts, He
speaks with the authority of persoual experience. He has evicted
whoiesale for Lord Lansdowne., He has got his land. There is no
man in Ireland has o isrge a wmenagerie of * white ¢lephants
on bis hands ; there is no man in Ireland (hat can speak with more
authority of the expense and burden of their keep.

There is comiort and eéncoaragement in this frank confession of
the enemy. If the evicted farms are a grievous barden to wealthy
Lurd Lansdowne with all appliances and means to boot, they will
intallibly break the back of the ordinary pauper rack-renter with no
mexns or applisvces at all at his disposal, W thank Mr, Townsead
Trench or the confession, and we offor him a word of caution in
retmu, He shoald be careful abuut deciari ug publicly that the
Leayue is not ** a thivg of the past.” It13 lor proving this that Mr,
OBiien is about tu be sent to gaol in Loughres, The greater the
truth the greater the crime under the Coercion Act.

Mr. Wiltrid Blunt is back in Ireiand unce move.
at the meeting of the Central Branch of the Naiional League last
Taeaday, where he received s magnificant ovation. M. Biunt took
advantage of the opportumiy afforded him to thank the Irish people
for their kindness to bim, Any trouble he bad saffered wur fully
compeusated by the thought tbat he might have done something to
putan epd to the old secular strife. Mr. Blunt, farthermors, very
wisely remarked that it depended very much on the Lrish people
whether they should overcome the Tory Government or not ; for here
the people had what the English peopls had not——political faith,
which, as they knew, moved mountsine, The mare he saw of Ire-
land the more he was convinced that coercion had no disastrous
effect on the League. Mr. Blunt purposes makiog a tour throngh
Maunster before retorning to London.

Balfour is taking a leaf out of the book of Bignor Crispi, of
Rome, ILnke the Italian Premier, ke, too, hae his penai code cot-and-
ry for Catholic clergymen. Mr. Balfoar tarough the medium of hie
accommodating instrument, Dr. Ebenezar Webb, Q.C., has struck a
blow at the priesthood of Ireland in seeking to punisb aod
degrade Fathers M‘Fadden and Stepbens of Donegal. These two
devoted clergymen were guilty of the abominable crime of standing
between their flocks and the wolf at the door ; of following in the
footsteps of theiwr Divin~ Master, who preached the causs of the poor
and the disinherited ; of striving to savea hard-workiog peasantry
from utter ruin ; and for such a palpable outrage on the moral law
they are branded as eriminals, and locked up in conticts’ celis, The
Irish priesthood, however, will not be deteired by such proceedings
from doing ita duty. In far darker days than the present it stood by
the paople against the people’s Oppressors, and many of it members
sealed their devoron 10 the populat canse with their frfe-blood, To-
dny the Irish priest can wear a felon’s cap and justly consider it the
proudest crown an Irishmen can wear, ( n'opt pai Véchaffaud qus
Jait lo crime] Mr. Balfour's ukases homonr the Irishmas against
whom they are directed. His crimina g are the beloved of the nation
aod his prison cells are cur Sinai mounts, Fathers MeFadden and
Btephens may well rejoice at the proud position which they have
attained, for they are the worthy successors of thoss valiant eharch-
men who battled at such fearful odds for the camse of ireland
thronghout the Penal Days,

The news that the stormy petrel of Radical Disunionism is
shortly to be the quiet cage-bird ot the Tortes 18 too good to be true.
Mad and blind with anger as Mr. Chamberiain 18, he 13 hardly poing
to write the decree of his political extinction immediately. No
better fortune comld befall the Home Rule cause than that Mr.,
Ohamberlain should becom» ite salaried enemy; and no better
fortune could befall the cause of Radical Reform than that :t should
be saved from the false friendship of Mr. Chamberlain by his absorp-
tion to Toryism, The ever-stronger growing determioation of the
Liberal party with regard to Ircland is Mr, Chamberlain's despair,
The stronger and honester the determination, the worse for the
jockeying politicians,

The questicn now is, will the English Loca! Government Bill
raceive the Queen's ganction in 1888, even though an autumn session
be devoted to it? Up to the present no less than 389 amendments
are to be moved in cormittee, and have already been set dowa on
paper.  Of these 297 staud in the pames of Liberal members; 96
in the pames of Conservatives ; acd 66 in the names of Liberal-
Uniopiats. Unless Mr. Bmith perfurms wita the Local Government,
Bill, the remarkable feat that carried the Irish Coercion Bill throogh,
be canoot expect to see the measure take its place on the statnte
book this year,

The proceedings againat Mr. O'Brien at Loughrea, have been up-
set by sn incident that looke extremely suspicions. Tt was well
known that the two Removables who sat on the bench were sadly
muddled 28 to the law of the cass, and the depnsitions would pro-
bably bave dieclosed serious informalities which on appeal might
bave been snfficient to quash a convietion. Mr. Healy had been
obliged to leave Loughrea, and Mr, Harrington conld be badly
spared for an indefinite period from the ceutral offices of the League

e loveetigation had already reached a stage when it wss hoped
that the formal testimony of large numbers of witnessea wonld have
amounted to an irresistible defence, and, certain priociples bave been
conceded, there would be no necessity for profound legal arguments,
Just at this point, however, Mr. Paul, B, M., declared from the Bench
thatthe depusitions had been stolen, The Cnrthouss was in charge of
the police, acting uoder the direction of the Crown, yet the doen-
ents were removed, and Mr, Caréon came into comrt with a look
of virtoous indignation so well carried, that one would think he was
personsally = loser by the transactisn. Cf couree, the recommence-
ment of the preceedings implies a protracted trial, renewed fees o
the well-paid Castle lawyers, and continuous expenses to the police
officiale snd all other persons engaged in the prosecutivn, The gain
wi.l be theiry, but the loss will be the public’s, We do nat for a
moment impuote to the lawyers engaged in the prosecution any per.
sonal knowledpe of the theft ; but they would be more than human
it they were grieved st a2 occurence from which they will derive

He was present

such golden gaine, It is possible that the act may have heen con-
nived at by an amorous constable who may have matrimonial designs
on & fair devizen of Loughres, and would consider that his prospecta
might be increased by a prolonged atay in the neighbourhood of the
beloved one's home, .

There was a very picturesque and graceful scene in Loughrea on
Tuesday, May 1, just before the openirg of the ouurt. It conaisted iz
the ceromony of the presentation of two addresses to Mr, O'Brien by
the ladies of Loughre.—one from those who had formerly betunged
to the Ladies’ Land League of that place, and the other from the ladies
in general, Mias Ellen Keouedy read th. former ; Miss Norsh Kelly
the jatter. A very large number of th e fair dames and demoiselles
were present at the ceremomal. Wiih the addresses were presepiad
two boug iats,

Think of sending an old man of eighty and hin wife to gaol for
crawling back to the roing of the home from which they had been
evicted ! Snch a decision Las been given at Bkibbereen. The victims
were Samuel Panl Kingston and his wife, of Meeuies, Drimoleagus.
They were evicted in February, and when cast forth crawled into an
outhouse, as they had no other place ta go but the roadside, Toe land-
lord, Dr. Levis, J,E., was present. and even his heart emote him when
be saw the aged pair subjected to the cruel sentlence, and he begged
that it might be reduced—but in vaio, Mr. Warbarton, ex-constabu-
lary officer, whoss services to the Castle ara held in sach high eateem
that he receives the maximaum salary of £675 a year, was inexorable,
and this aged couple were hustled off to gaol-—the husband to be im-
prisoned for a month, and the wifefora fortnight, Their respaot.abﬂlt_y
and life-leng patient inoffensiveness may ba inferred from the pathptlc
pleading of the wite not to sand the old man 1o gaol for the firat time
in bis long life, It must have been Dr. Levis who institated the
prosecutiun, and we wish him joy of the results of his invocation of
a Coercion Court against the hapless pair. ]

Mr, I'. A. Dickson is coming forward as the Nationalistcauqidate
for the Bt, Stepben's Green Parliamentary Division, Mr, Dickson
bas for years been a staunch advocate of tenant-right in the Hugse
of Commons, as the representative of a Northern conatituency. A
devoted fullower of Mr. Gladstone, he advocated the Home Rule canse,
bu: at the last geveral ewection that advocacy cost bim his seat. Mr.
Dickeon's sacrifices deserve ample recognition, and we bave no doubt
that the electors of Bt. Btephen's divinon will return bim aot only at
the bead of the poll, but also with an overwhelming majority over
that dull respectability, Mr, Rubert Sexton. Mr, Dicksou's election
would be the best pessible guarantee to the sturdy Presbyterians of
the North tbat, insterd of beariog them any ill-will or animosity, we
would do all in our power to make them our brothers 1 the one
National caure. The Presbyteriaa farmers of Ulster, giound down as
they are by the system of landlordiem, are keenly digcerning the pros
and cons of the present political sitnation. They are learniug the sad
but at the same time wholesoms tesson, that the Tories will never
settle satinfactorily the Irish land question, and that consequently the
only hope of their salvation lies in the return of the Liberal party to
power. As Mr, Dickson, who is & Presbylerian himse f, comes for-
ward on the broad Liberal Home Rule piatform, bis return by the
Dublin Natiopalists would be an omen alarming enoagh to strike
terror in the heaits of the most callous and bigoted Orange Lodges of
the North., Buch is the aim of the coming contest and such the aim
that #1l) be attained,

Mr. Balfour is sustaining his reputation as the first liar in Europe,
His excuses are generally more false than the original falsehood. Ha
impudently declared in the House of Commons he coosidered thag
the sentence of Mr. Biane, M.P., had been diminighed instead of
increased, because, though the time was doubled, bard labour, which
ad been added to the senrence 1n the court below, had bern removed
on appeal. Hveryone who kaows acything about it knowa that hard
labour or no hard labour makea soarcely a pio's point of difference.
The plank-bed and the ekilly, aud the solitary confinement, and the
degrading garb apperiain to both forms of impnscument alike.
Prisooers frequenily ask to have hard labour added to their sentence
for the sake of the better food and exercise it enuails, All these cir-
cumstances were koown to Me, Balfour. If the fict bad been as he
stated his comment was deliberately misleading, But his g atement
itself was false, HBeing hard pressed by qu: siioners e was compelied
to confess that in neitner court was hard labour added to sentence of
Mr. Blane,

Menner still if that be possible, wag his falsehood concerning Mr,
Hill, the reporter of the Liarisk Times, who tiad been marderously
attacked at Eunis, He deciar.d on his own responsthrlity in the House
of Commons that the dector in utteadance on Mr, Hill bad reported
his injuries wese not of a sericus kind. Dr. Murphy, of Harconrt
atreet, who was the only doctor in attendance, wrote a prompt and
emphatic cootradiction. He had made no teport, he decla ed, to sny
one on the subjeet. Mr. Balfour's explanation is that a doctor in
Eonis wld a removabie magistrate, who told him. He is very vir-
toously indignant that the sirict accuiacy of his statement should be
questioned, but curiously encugh he acridentally omits to give the
uame of the doctor or the name of the removable throngh woom the
news permea’ed to the House of Commons,
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The Port Elizabeth correspoudevt of the Somerset E. Budget
says :-Diogenes, who has been on the prowl, telis me his slory a8
follows :— * and I asked a bystander a stan 1in by whoss weeting 1‘?
waz and be eaid they waz the Frea Thinkers a-havin a Convention,
Avd Isez * How free”? And he sez *“There waz great cause to
doubt, everything : they doubted whether thsy wuz or not, sod if
they woz or when ; and 1f so why?” And [ sez, * What are tha{
going to teach to-night,” and he &z *The whyness of th?‘ Wh_lt.
And T sez, “ Don't thay believe anything easier thun that," apd he
8z “ They don't believe anything—that is their belief is to "3?“' ve
nothing.” *“ Nothipg?” sex I. “Yes™ wez he; nothiog,"” nnd
to-morrow they are a-goin to prove beyond any question that thua
sin't anything and oever wuz anything.” * Be thoy," sez I " Yes
stz he, " and won’t you come snd be cogyiced? ”



