
ithadbeen. On thesepoints weare willing toaccept Mr. TowniandTrenchas aninfallible authority,because he knows his facts He■peakswith the authority of personalexperience. H« has evictedwholesale for Lord Lansdowne. He has got his land. Ihereis nomanin Ireland has «o large a menagerie of "white elephants"onbis hands; there is noman in Ireland that canspeak with moreaatbontyof the expenseand burdenof their keep.There is comfort andencouragement in this frank confessionoftheenemy. If the evicted farms are a grievous burden to wealthyry?1£f nn*iow"e.wl
'h all appliances and means to boot, they willinfallibly break the back of the ordinary pauper rack-renter withnonameior appliancesat allat his disposal. We that>k Mr. TownsendTrench lor the confession, and we off.T him a wordof caution inreturn. He should be careful abmt declaring publicly that theLeawue is not

"
a thing of the past." It is tor proving this thatMrOBuenis about to be tent to gaol in Loughrea. The greater thetroth the greater the crime under the Coercion Act.Mr. WilfridBlunt is backinIrelandoncemore. He was presentat themeeting of the Central Brunch of the National League lastTaeiday, where he receiveda magnificent ovation. Mr. Blunt tookadvantageof the opportunity affordedhim to thank the Irish peoplefor their kindness tohim. Any trouble he had suffered w«s fullycompensated by the thought tbathe might havedone something toput an end to the old secular strife. Mr. Blunt, furthermore, vtrrwuely remarked that it depended very much on the Irish peoplewhether they should overcomethe Tory Governmentor not; for herethe peoplehad what the English people had not— political faithwhich, as they knew, moved mountains. The more he saw of Ire-land the more he was convinced that coercion had no disastrouseffecton the League. Mr. Blunt purposes making a tour throughMuuflter before returning to London.Balfour iB taking a leaf out of the book of Signor Crispi, of

dry for Catholicclergymen. Mr. Balfour through themedium of hisaccommodating instrument, Dr. Ebenezer Webb, Q.C., has struck a
degrade Fathers M'Fadden and Stephens of Donegal. These twodevotedclergymen wereguilty of the abominablecr.me of standingbetween their flocks and the wolf at the door;of following in thefootstepsof their Divin* Master, whopreached the causaof the poorand the disinherited;of striving to savea hard-working peasantryfromutter ruin;and for such a palpable outrage on the moral lawthey are branded as criminals, andlocked up in convicts' cells. TheIruhpriesthood,however, willnot be deteired by such proceedingsfrom doing its duty. £n far darker days than the present it stood bythe peopleagainst thepeople's oppressors, and many of its memberswaled their devofon to thepopularcause with their life-blood To-day the Irish priest can weara felon's cap and justly coasider'it theproudest crown an Irishmen can wear. Cc n'ertpatlichaffaud aidMtla crtvwl Mr. Balfour's ukases hononr the Irishmaf agaSwhom they aredirected. His crimina s are the beloved of thenationandhis prison cells are our Sinaimounts. Fathers McFadden andStephens may well rejoice at the proud position which they haveattained, for they are the worthy successors of those valiant c"hurch-rhroug^utthePenflDrys/" 1̂ ** ° aUBe ° f

The news that the stormy petrel of Radical Disunionism is2r!5 7%£ }c quJet caBe
-
bird ot tQe Tones is too good to be true.Mad and blind withanger as Mr. Chambenainis,he is hardly gometo write the decree of his polttical extinction immediately Nobetter fortune could befall the Home Rule cause than that MrChamberlain should become its salaried enemy; and no betterfortune couldbefall the causeof RadicalReform than that it shouldbe saved from the false friendship of Mr. Chamberlainby his absorp-t?£ i

ToT8m', Tbe e'er-Btro°g« r growing determinationof theLiberal party with regard to Ireland is Mr. Chamberlain's despairIhe stronger and honester the determination, the worse for thejockeyingpoliticians.
Thequestion now is, will the English Local Government BillJf?» 12 ?"?? 8 BaECtio° in 1888' even th°ugh an autumn sessionbe devoted to it? Up to the present no less than 369 amendmentsISJr n?£ 'J committee, and havealready been set down onpaper. Of these 297 stand in the names of Liberal members; 96nn?nnilamen°,f CC° BBer/ati7eß7e8 5 *Dd 66 in the nameß of Liberal-Unomsts. Unless Mr. Smith performs with theL.cal GovernmentBUI, theremarkable feat thatcarried the Irish CoercionBill throuehbooktKto c?rPeCt l° SBC the measure take its Place oa tQe statute
The proceedings against Mr.O'Brien at Loushrea, have beenup-set by an incident that looks extremely suspicious. Itwas wellS*°^i * u^° Removableß wh°aat on the bench were sadlymuddled as to the law of the ca98,98, and the depositions would pro-bably havedisclosed serious informalities which on appeal miehtXk8 a? efficient to quash a conviction. Mr. Healy had been-nWf CaV^ L°ughre«. and Mr, Harrington could be badlyspared for anindefinite period from the central offices of the League!£?♥ "

Te?lBatl
l
on h.ad alre» dy reached a stage when it was hopedthat the formal testimonyof large numbers of witnesseswould have

"?Sh £aD "^""tibledefence,and,certain principleshavebeenconcededl, there would be no necessity for profound legal arguments.Just atthis point,however, Mr. Paul, R.M., declared from theBenchthat thedepositionshadbeen stolen. The C >urthou8e wasin charee oftbe police, actingunder the directionof the Crown, yet the docu-ments wereremoved, and Mr. Carson came into court witha lookSLI"T8 IPdlgn» tio° so well carried, that one would think he waspersonally a loser by the transaction. Cf course, the recommence-%o? -if c P^e^ings implies a protracted trial, renewed fees tothe well-paid Castle lawyers,and cootinuouß expenses to the policeo»cial8 and all other persons engaged in the prosecution. The gainmit&ffSf 'r Will be the Dublicß - We d0Dot & «moment impute to the lawyersengaged in the prosecution any per.ional knowledgeof the theft;but they would be more than humantf they were grievedat an cocareace from which they will derin>

The Port Elizabeth correspondent of the Somerset £. Budget
says :— Diogenes, who has been on the prowl, telis me his siory as
follows :— " AndIasked a bystander a scan iinby whose meetingit
waz andhe said they waz the Frea Thinkers a-havina Convention."
AndIsez "How free"? And he sez "There waz great cause to
doubt everything: they doubted whether tk-^y wuzornot, and if
they wnz or when;and if bo why ?

"
AndIsez,"What are they

going to teach to-night," and he at z <The whyness of the What."
AndIBez,

"Don't they believe anything easier than that," and he
sfz"They don't believe anything—that is their belief is to belfcve
nothing." " Nothing?

"
sea I. "

Yes
" sez he ;'"nothing," and

to-morrow they are a-goin to prove beyond any question that th«re
ain't anything and never wuz anything." "Be they,"sezI"Te»*sez he, "and won'tyoucome sodbecoorioed?"
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such golden gains. Itis possible that the actmayhare been oon-niredat by an amorousconstable who may havematrimonial designson a fair denizenof Loughrea,and wouldconsider that bis prospectsmight be increasedby a prolonged stay in theneighbourhood of thebeloTed one's home.

There was a verypicturesqueandgraceful scene inLonghrea onTuesday, May 1, just before the opening of the court. Itconsisted Inthe ceremony of the presentationof twoaddresses to Mr. O'Brien bythe ladies of Loughte.t— one from those who had formerly belongedto theLadies'Land Leagueof thatplace,and the other from theladies
ingeneral. Miss Ellen Kennedy read tho former;Miss NorahKellythe latter. A very large numberof th >»* fair dames and demoiselleswnre present at the ceremonial. Wkh the addresses werepresented
two bouqlet".

Thinkof sending an old manof eighty and his wife to gaol forcrawling back to the ruius of the home from which they had beenevictedI Such a decisionLas been giveo at Skibbcreen. Thevictimswere Samuel PaulKingston and his wife, of Meenies, Drimoleagae.They were evicted in February, and when cast forth crawled into anouthouse, asthey hadnoother place togo but theroadside. Tbe land-lord,Dr.Levia,J.P., was present,and evenhis heart smotehim whenhe saw the aged pair subjected to the cruel sentence,andhe beggedthat itmight be reduced— but iv rain. Mr. Warburtoo, ex-constabu-lary officer, whose services to the Castle areheldin such high esteemthat he receives tbe maximum salary of £675 a year, wasinexorable,
and this aged couple werehustled off to gaol— the husband tobe im-
prisoned for a month,and the wifefor afortnight. Theirrespectability
and life-longpatient inoffensivenessmay beinferred fromthepathetic
pltading of the wifenot tosend the old man togaol for thefirst timein bis long life. Itmust have been Dr. Levis who instituted theprosecution,and we wishhim joy of the results of his invocationof
a CoercionComt against the hapless pair.Mr, r.A.Dickson is coming forwardas theNationalistcandidatefor the St. Stephen'sGreen Parliamentary Division. Mr. Dicksonhasfor yearsbeen a staunch advocateof tenant-right in the Houseof Commons, as the representative of, a Northern constituency. A
devotedfollower of Mr.Gladstone,headvocated theHomeRule cause,
but at tbe last generaleieotion that advocacy cost himhis seat. Mr.Dickson's sacrifices deserve ample recogiition, and we have nodoubt
tnat ihe electors of St. Stephen's division will returnhimnot only atthe head of the poll,but also with an overwhelming majority overthat dull respectability, Mr. Robert Sexton. Mr. Dicksou's electionwould be the best possibleguarantee to the sturdy Presbyterians ofthe North that,instead of bearing thamany ill-will or animosity, wewould do all in our power to make themourbrothers in the oneNational cause. The Presbyteriaa farmers of Ulster, giounddown asthey areby the systemof landlordism, arekeenly discerning iheproa
andcomof the presentpoliticalsituation. They arelearniug the sadbut at the same time wholesome lesson, that the Tories will neversettle satisfactorily the Irish land question,and that consequently the
onlyhope of their salvationlies ia thereturn of the Liberal party topower. As Mr. Dickson, who is a Presbyterian himseif, comes for-
ward on the broad Liberal Home Rule platform, his return by theDublin Nationalists would be an omen alarmingenough to strike
terror in theheaits of the most callous and bigotedOrange Lodges of
theNorth. Such is the aim of the comingcontest and such the aim
that will be attained.

Mr. Balfour is sustaining his reputation asthe first liar inEurope.
His excusesare generally more false than the originalfalsehood. Heimpudently declared in the House of Commons he considered thatthe sentence of Mr. Blanc, M.P., had been diminished instead ofincreased, because, though the time was doubled, hard labour, which
bad been added to the semeacein the court below,hadbeenremoved
on appeal. Everyone whokaows anything about it knows that hard
labour or no hard labour makes scarcely apin's point of difference.The plank-bedand the skilly, and the solitary confinement, and the
degrading garb appenain to both forms of impnsoumeut alike.
Prisoners frequently ask tohavehard labour added to their sentence
for the sake of the better food and exercibe itemails. All thesecir-
cumstances wereknown to Mr. Balfour. If the f jethad been as he
statedhis comment waa deliberately misleading. Buthis s atement
itself was false. Being hard pressed by qu< stioners be wa9compelled
to confess that in neitner court washard labour added tosentence of
Mr.Blanc.

Mtanerstill,if thatbe possible, washis falsehoodconcerning Mr.Hill, the reporter of the Liarish Times, who nad been murderously
attacked at Eunis. He dtcUr^d onhis ownresponsibility in the House
of Commons that the doctor in attendance onMr. Hill had reported
his injuries we/c not of a serious kind. Dr. Murphy, of Harcouitstreet, who was the only doctor in attendance, wrote a prompt and
emphaticcontradiction. He had made noreport,hedecla ed, to »ny
oneon the subject. Mr. Balfour's explanation is that a doctor in
Eunis told a removable magistrate, who told him. He is very vir.
tuously indignant that the strict accuiacy of his statement shouldbe
questioned,but curiously enough he accidentally omits to give the
name of the doctor or the nameof theremovable through whom tbenewsperinea'ed to the Hou^e of Commons.
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