
The movement among the slaves of Brazil toobtaintheir freedom,is one that gains general sympathy. Indeed, even in the countryconcerned, but little resistance is shown to it, and it has the warm
support of the Catholic Church there. There wasa law passed in1871, that the children of slaves, born thence forward, after an
apprenticeship of 21 years to the owners of their mothers, shouldbe free. But the condition nowbids fair to be set aside, and theabsolute freedom of the whole population to be declared without
much further delay.

A statue has been unveiled atLexington, Kentucky, toGeneral
JohnCabell Breckenridge, who wasSecretary of War in the Cabinetof Jefferson Davis. He had served as Major of the 3rd Kentucky
regiment in theMexicanWar,and had been elected Vice-Presidentofthe United States in 1856. He was a member of the Senate, butwithdrew from that body and took part with the Confederate Stateson the outbreak of the rebellion. He distinguished himself in thatcause on severalbattle fields,escaping toCanada whenit failed.

(Fromour own Correspondent.)
Iwasvery much surprisedto hear that at eleveno'clock Mass last
Sunday week Father Le Menant took exception to some remarks
contained inmy last letter to the Tablet. Ishould regret exceed-
ingly to,in any way, cause the smallest annoyance to Father Le
Menant. In common with all his parishionersIhave the greatest
admiration and respect for Father Le Menantas an able andlearned
gentleman anda most earnest,devout, and energetic priest. Father
Le Menantis an indefatigable missionary, an ornament to religion,
and a highly-valued and faithful member of his Order. To know
him either privately or in connection with his sacred office is to love
him. But why a generous-minded man, such asIhave always
supposed Father Le Menant to be, should take exceptionto the con-
text of my last letter is tome utterly incomprehensible. He ex
plainedthat his allusions to

"party spirit" to which Ireferreddid
not mean the loveof Irishpeople for their native land but referred
tocertain feelings which aresupposed to exist in some quarters in
regard torecent ecclesiastical appointments inNew Zealand. That
is precisely the subject to whichIsupposed Father Le Menant did
allude. However the matter may present itself to some minds it
certainly seems to me that my own definition of the "

party spirit"
to which Father Le Menantreferred and Father Le Menant's defini-
tionof itamount to very much the same thing. The sentiments
whichFather Le Menantdeprecatesare most certainly the outcome
of the refusal of Irish people to meanly acquiesce in their own
national extinction. If Father Le Menant professes to laud the
existence of patriotic feelings among Irishpeoplehe cannot consis-
tently quarrel with thenatural result of thesefeelings.Ihavenot the
slightest doubtbut thatFather Le Menantmeant every wordof his
generous outbreak of love for Ireland, andIampleased athaving
called forth the expression of his aTdent attachment toour country,
bnt Iamafraid thathe is incapable of entering into an Irishman'sfeelings in regard to the power that has so longcrushed the life and
soulout of Irelandandscattered its peopleto the four cornersof the
earth. Only an Irishmanwhohas suffered with bis countryand felt
his heart throb with indignation at the cruel injustice of theoppressor can dothat. If Father Le Menant,incoolly reviewing the
matter, would for IrelandreadAlsace, and werehimself anAlsatian,
and for England read Germany, and then suppose that the Catholics
of New Zealand were Alsatians,to whomGerman prelates,attheinsti-
gationof Germany,werebeing sent,perhapshewouldnot finditsovery
difficult to understand why the feelingwhich so muchirritates him
should exist.Iimaginehewouldnot,under thecircumstances,Bee inthe
affectionate interest of his country's enemy, nomatter how suavely
their interest might be expressed, a desire toencourage in thehearts
of the exiled Alsatians a burning love for France and for the con-
quered Rhine province. If Father Le Menant would look at the
matter through the spectacles whichIbave suggested,perhapshe too
would see. as Irish peopledo, no reeult of mere chance in the late
appointment,but rather the effect of a deep and sinister design on
thepart of the ancient enemy which evenacross the sea andinthis
new land seeks to forward its long cherished plan— the national
extinction of Ireland. Almost daily fresh evidence comes to light
confirmatory of the fact thatat the present time the wholepower of
England, representedby theDnke of Norfolk, is movingheaven and
earth to win from the Pope some kind of condemnation of the
national movement inIreland. This condemnationis soughtin order
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Armidale,Wilcannia, Maitland, Grafton, and Sale. The Cardinal ofcoursemustnot be forgotten.

The PaesionistFathersbrought a mostsuccessful mission to a ter-
mination at St. Patrick's church, Sydney, on Sunday, January Bth.During the course of the mission over 3000 people received HolyCommunion,andsome1200took the temperance pledge.

One wing of a new orphanage at Nungee, near Brisbane, was
blessed and openedby his Grace Archbishop Dunne,on January Bth.
The newbuildingreplaces withbrick andstone oneof wood, which'
under the chargeof the Sisters of Mercy, haddone inits day good
service. Nudgee is situatedon the Sandgate line and enjoys a com-
paratively cool,as well as a most salubrious atmosphere.

A case which hag been tried in one of the New York courts,
ihows to what a state of destitution the poor are often reduced.Itwas that in whicha sewing woman suedher employer for 20 cents
whichshe claimed as due to her. The evidencebrought out thefact
thatthe woman waspaid onecent and a half for making a pair of
trousers, and that it would take her two or three days to make
thirteen pairs, the price of which she claimed. Nooning that has
beenexposedinconnection with themiseries of theLondonseamstress
could surpass this.

The discharge ofLand Commissioner Sparks is looked uponas a
victory for land-grabbers and monopolists. Mr. Sparks during his
termof office has been most resolute in opposing1 everythingof the
kind. His resistance to the abuses existing in the Land Office wasfound displeasing to higher authorities and has resulted in their
dispensing with his services. The worstconsequencesareexpectedasa result.

The LegislativeCouncilof Mauritius have passeda decree legal-
ißing tbepractice of cremation. The measure is condemnedby the

Catholics of the Island as most offensive to them. There is one
small Indiansect alonewhoarelikely tohail the ordinanceas aboon.

America nNotes.
Mr.Paul Blouet morecommonly known as Max O'Rell,his norndeplume,has been lecturing in New York. He professes an ardentdesireto see theEnglish and Frsnch nations understand eaoh other,

andforsake their prejudices for mutual love and respect. He haa
givena glowing picture of peasant life in France, and describes the
peasant woman especially as the ch'.ef strength of the country. Her
industry is incessant anditis equalledbyher commonsense. Francahe Bays withher 6,000,000 landed proprietors is tne richest nation inEurope. Unfortunately tnere is another side to the picture.

A GOOD dealof surprisehas been caused in Lowell,Mass., by the
arrestinLondon on an accusation of being engaged in a dynamite
plot of ThomasCallan a manvery well knownin the town alluded
to. Callanhas been arrested incompany withaman namedHarkins
of Philadelphia, andhas been committed for trial, itis alleged, forhaving a quantity of dynamite in hig possession. The man who
servedbravely in the war, bears a very good reputation in Lowell,
where people know him as sober, hard-working, and in every wayrespectable. He wasnot connected withany secret society, andhadonly left the town for a short, time with the permission of his
employers as work was slack. The Mayor of the"town has written
on his behalf to Secretary Bayard, who, however, replies that his
department would have noright to interfere, beyondthatof prevent-ing arbitrary treatmentor a denial of justice toany American citizen.

The Rev.J. T. Diaryea of the Central Congregational churchat
Boston is a manof largeviews,and whois notafraid toexpress them.Hereis a passagefrom a sermonpreachedby himon Sunday November
27th :—":

— "
It is alleged, also, that our public school system is indanger

from attacks fromRoman Catholics. Let no man say the Catholics
are hypocrites. We have invited the Roman Catholic Church here
and given it a fair field. Lst itbeatus ifit can;itought to." The
speaker argued thathe was more secure to-day in his property, and
his daughters were safer because of the Catholic Church. So much
in the way of fairness. Ifhe was in the Roman directoryhe would
urge the same measures they do. He wished wehadinour American
Government anything like such magnificent statesmanship as is
exhibitedinthe papacy. We should hare order, prosperity jhappi-
ness.''

CHRISTCHURCH.

A match for thehand-ball championshipof the world was played
atBrooklyn on November 30thbetween an American whois a nativeof Ireland and an Irishman who is a native of America. Theantagonists had'played against each other at Cork last year,the Irish-man winning 6 games out of 10. The menare respectively JohnLawlor, who was born in America and taken in his infancy toIreland, and Philip Casey who wasbornin Ireland and brought inhis childhood to America.

—
Casey on this occasion was the victor,

showing splendidplay during the two hours anda half during whichtbe contest lasted.

A strike of negroes on the sugar plantations in Louisiana has
resulted inriote in which a number of the strikers have been shot.—

It is said thatthenegroes hadno just causeof complaint,and theirconduct is attributed todesigning meninterested inexcitingprejudice
against the labour organisations of the country. Besides the deplor-able loss of life, the planters have bean heavy losers in the matter,
and the whole affair has been lamentablein the extreme.

A monument is about to be erected in Portland, Maine, to thememory of the soldiers who fell inthe war. It will be of granite
supporting an armed figure, and 72 feet in height. Among thenamesof the soldiersengraved upon this monument many ownedbyIrishmenwill occur.

Some indignation has been caused by the discovery that in thefactoriesat Cohoes, New York, children arecommonly employed whohave not reached the age of 13, prescribed by tbe law. As in thecase of every child employed, an affidavit is required as to its age,
itie evident that a good deal of false swearing has been the rule.The notary public, one of the prominent mill- owners,and severalparents havebeen served with warrantsand a full exposure is lookedfor. As someof the partiesconcerned are leaders in the religious
world a littlescandal is also expected.

The bridge across the Mississippi atDubnque, lowa,hasbeenopened with great rejoicings. Inthe principal speechmade on theoccasion, the speaker alluded to the fact that persons were presentwho had rowed across the river incanoes, and witnessed theIndianlife of the country, long before the city of Dubuque came into exis-tence. The chiefsuccess of thework was ascribed to Mr. BernardJ.O'Neill, the presidentof the Bridge Company. The bridge, whose
total length is 2,800ft.and whichis built on Bevenpiers supported onpiles,is the only one of itskind on theMississippi.
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