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Bublhin 3lotes,

(From the Natioual papers,)

Taw ¢oroner's ingu st nas practicslly broazht the whale truth abont
Mitchelylown 1aty ligat, We do not lay most stress upou the evidezce
of thuindependent witnesses —ot Mr, Coubrough, of Miss Ma durs,
of Mr, Knuis. That -tatds alons sufficient For all ¢ ear-minded men
a8 a withering p.oof of the wanton and mur terous conduct of the
pollce: What we do toink phenomenal is the evidence, extracted by
the sikilful examination of Mr, Harcington, from the police themselves,
Buch an exhibition of constabulary swearing was probably never
afforded to the sight of common men, Ewvery constable who has got
into the box his given the lie direct to the constable who went
before him. One swore that there was nocrow in front of tae barrack
when the first shot was fired ; ancther that atter the first shot was
fired the erowd dispersed, unot before; another that each of the
several sho1s e fired was only fired in respunse to a volley of stones,
and =50 on, _ Perhaps the most significant swearing of all was that of
Sergeapt Kirwan and Bergeant Ryder, The Former officer swore that
at the inspection of pouches after the firing the latter lent him three
cartridges, which he returned when the inspection was over, When
Bergeant Ryder came on the table the following passage ensued :—
¥ Theu 1t is abyolutely false for Sergeant Kirwan to swear that you
lent him cartridges 7 ~ Quite so. And it 15 quite falze for bim to say
be gave them back to you after the inspection on parade! Quite so,”
The only thing that all of them have agreed 'n swearing, is that they
tried to kill when they fired, and the upshot of the whole evidence
80 far is, that the police on that day acted as a pack of panic stricken
murderers, and, that since they have becn acting like a pack of
murderers trying to evade the grip of the law.

Every fact diagged into light at the Mitchelstown inquest reveals
all $he more glaringly tre atrceity of 1he fusilade, and the shameloss
lying wih which it wus sought to be bolstered up by its anthor and
kig instruments, The apology of the Chict Secretary for the bloody
holocaust 18 now shown 10 bave rested upon a tissue of the most
abominabie falsebouds. His ome hundred and aixty panes of
smashed glass bave dwindled down to six, on the showing of the
pol;ce tbemselves ; and of these, three, they confess, were broken by
their 1ille-muzeles or the bullets they dred from them with sueh
murderon+ effect, Furthermore, it appears from their evidence that
there was not the smallest danger to the barrack at any time of the
disturbance. Some of the men who fired were produced for exami-
mation. They were Bergeant Xirwan, Sergeant | yder, Constable
Dor’an, and Constable Gavin, They gave tacir own versions of the
day’s woik, and were cruss-examined by Mr, Harrington, B,L., M.P,,
with great ability, Their bearing towards that gentleman was io-
gsolent and bullying beyond all limits of deceney, The firat-named
sergeant (Kirwan) in s evidence gave an 1des of the true gpirit of
the men who embark in sueh shocking work ag thi, lhorgh armed with
a rifle, he admitted he was, whi @ engaged in the scnmmage with the
crowd, afraidd to fire, and ran away, bat did fire without fear or
hesitation when he got to the barrack door, and when he got upstairs
he also fired, He got no orders to do so from anyone, Amongst the
Witnesses exumined wad an Haoglish lady who was present at the
meeting, biss Munders, She deposed to the perlectly peaceable
and ordurly character of the meeting, and the otterly wanton asd
pre-meditated action of the polies in attacking it, The whole story,
as 1t 18 slowly unfolded, reveals one of the darkest chapters in the
anna]:s. vt brutal despotism that the world has ever witnessed.

. The strikiug fact that every one of the ten independent non-Irish
witnesses who happened to be 1n Mitchelstown and saw from varions
poiots of vantage the proceedings of the day, contradict the version
ot the police aud corroborate the teatimony ot Mi. Dllon 1s hardly
laid sufficient stress on, It is the meost important and conspicucus
fact by far 10 connection with thiy melancholy business, Tae police
have not a single independent witness to support their casa, On the

ther hand, every independent witness in the town, and there were

*0 of them in all, not counting National members of Parliament,

ear out the case of what Mr, Balfour calls “the mob,” The most
plansible lie that ever was told ceuld not stand up long azainst such
an array of champions for the truth,

Wuy is not Head- Constable O"sullivan nader arrest, instead of
walking the sireets of Mitchelsiown a free man azd lord of the town ?
The wardered boy, Cusey, wade a dying deposition that he was his
murderer, The policaman who had hig skull fractured made a deposi-
tion declaring Loat atespectable farmer named Gonld had struck him,
Mr. Gould was immediately arrested, and bail has been rigorously
refused, It wounld be superfluous to comment on this specimen of
Cagtle ¥ 1gw,”

Fact afier fact drives home with irresistible force the terrible
conclugion that the disturbance and the ensuing blosdsted were
deliberately provoked, ** It would be too hamiliating,” quoth the Chief
Becretary, “for the police-spy on this occasion to adopt what bas
been the invariable custom, and to make peaceful application for
accomodalion at the meeting,”” It was this man's right,” the Irish
Attorney-General gravely stated, ' to crush bis way at the head of an
armed force to the heart ot a peaceful and legal meeting.” ¢4 oflonoed
on this astounding statement, he faltercd and went back. 1 waag
no precedent, he conflessed, tur the monstrous proposition, .. (feasy
todeteet running throughithe artic es in he Coereion Iress 4 horricle
exuitation in the Llovdy and cowardly work done in Mitchelstown,
There 18 a_leader 1n the Sf. James Gasette, quoted with approval
in the Daily Erpress and Liorish Times, which might have beeu a
gpesch of Mr, Baliour's with such truculent delight does it dwall un
the atrocitics, *If there be any moral for Mr, Balfoar in tue affair,”
says the infamons journal, * 1t 1sto take to heart that excellent remaik
of Napoleon's about not firing blank cartridges oo a mob.” The
beaevolent writer in §¢. James is dissatisfied at the limited amount
of siaughter: * Defence or apology,” he cortinnes, V' the anthorities
do not need, and we trust will not offer, if, instead of two men, two

Beore 0t two hundred had been shot down.” To this language the
Bepress and Liarish Pimes givea all prominence in their eolumns.

I'he Governwment scarcely t.ke the trouble of concealing their
purpose, only tou  ~lpable, of maddening Irelaud into a rebellion
which may bs queached in blood, The debates all poiat in the sume
direction, Mr. Gludstone, with the sanctiou of his genius, biv fifiy
years' service of his country, proclaims the Irmah leaders juat fied in
their vindication of the right of free speech, and denounces the illegal
outrages of the police, Mr, Bilfour’s agswer 18 the prisoa and tha
plank-bed, the baton and the rifle, Let the English people under-
siand thes: men are criminalsin [reland brcauss they share the riews
and vindicate the doctrinus of Mr, Gladetone, Mr. Balfour can see
oo distinetion in the matter of degrading punishment betwesn
political opponents and pickpockets, He has made the police the
Julges in their own case—ihe irresponsible executors of their own
bl wdy retribution, The refusal of a judicial ingquiry into the
Mitchelstown massacre is explainable only on the one hypothesia that
such an inguiry would blow to pileces the mouostrous falseboods of
which he was the willing mouthpiece in the House of Commons.

The Langhire Evening Post ot Monday, September 19, contains &
report of a religious service of a character altogether naigue in the
history of the relations batween thig country and England. Iz the
Unitarian Chapel of that town, on Suaday evenine, Seprember 18,
the Rev. W, Bharmaa, Unitarian minister, held this service, which
was a gpecial one, in memory of the men shot at Mitchelstown, and
preached a special sermon on the subject—a sermon full of pathos
and deep manly fesliag, in the course of which he said—* Wherever
the English tongue was spoken, and wherever the exiles of Hrin
found a shelter, those men were no more nameless, and wherever the
rites of Ohrist’a Catholic Church were said, the prayer goss up—God
rest the souls of Lonergan, Shinnick, and Casey.

% ¢ (Chanted in song and remembered 10 story,
Buak but to rise, like the sun in the wave,
Girandly the fallen now sleep in their glory,
Sadls toeir country now weeps by their grave,
Holy their names shail be,
Blest by the brave and iree,
Kept like a saint’s day the day when they died,

The Coroner’s Court is, perhaps, tha most ancient known to the
law. Consider how it is regarded in England, It worke without a
hitch, A murder is committed ; the police find a dead body.
Btrughtway the town constable busies himself preparing for the
coloner, Limmond a jury, musters the evidence, has everything ready
when the e¢ooaer arrives, So it is in Ireland, whenevar the coroner
has the Lood ‘ortune to enjoy the favour of the R.I.C. The head-con-
stable nover waits for the coroner’s orders to smmmon a jury ; they
are not necessary ; neither are formal written aummonses necesaary,
For this ancieu$ court, which wasin being before the English law was
reduced to writing, it is sufiicient to summen a juror by word of
month, When the coroner’s’ side.car pulls up oppodite the court.
house door, the head counstable is in attendance with al] the prelimi-
naries setiled, and jo five minutes the inguest can begin, DBt what
has bappened to Coroner Rice sinee his court returned a policeman
for trial for wilful murder, and since the constabulary boycott was
decreed against him? Several times ho has complained of it from
the bench, When he has arrived to hold au inquest he has found no
policemen in bis court, and no jury summoned, He has had to hunt
up the head-constable, and the head-constable has bluntly refused to
summon & jury for him until compelled to do so by the coroner’s
golng through every sémi-obsolete form of the law, Coroner Rics,
over since the Youghal inguest, has, coasequently, had to issue a for-
mal precept to the head-copstable before that functionary would
hudge. He has beenkept hours waiting in hiacourt far & jury. This
happened in the case of the present inquest at Mitchelstown,

We publish a vital piece of evidence in connection with the
Mitchelastown massacre. The pretext for that deliberately planoed
outrage was the alleged necessity which the police were under of
forcing a Government reporter through the thickeat part of the meet-
ing uwonder the protection of an armed goard, Everybody kuows that
the usnal practice until Mitchellstown hag been for the police quietly
to ask the promoters of the meeting for accommodation for their
reporter on the platform. But everybody does wot know that this
has not only beea the practice but the rule which the police were
bound to observe, and tkat in following out that orderly and common-
senge policy they were acting on positive instructions from the Castle,
Tha following cireular, which bas been in force for the past seven
years, will be read with the deepest interest in connection with the
Chief Secretary’s statement that he knew nothing of such a rule, and
that tolay it down as & eourse for the Goverament to follow * appeared
to him a most monstrous end unbeard of propogition " :—*Circular—
Land lLeague Meetings,—R.I. Conttabulary Office, Dublin Castle,
Septemaber 30th, 1880.—Referring to circular of the 2lst inst,, it ia
directed that in all cases in which Conatabalary shorthand reporters
attend Land League meetings the local Constabulary officers are ia
future to request the permission of the cuairman to afford them
accommedation on the platform, If thisis acceded to, no truncheon
party for their protection need accompany them,~—G. K HILLIER,
Inspector General.”—I¢ would be impossible to exaggerate the impor-
tance of this document, It disposes of the whole case of the polic-.
It throws a white light on the preseat methods and poliey of i1
Government, Xven the * most monstrous and unheard-of V' igagranc:
of the reckless Chiel Secretary, which at another fime would e an
interesting subject for comment, pales into insignificance beails ..
18sue it 1aises.

In the first place, we have it ¢ (ished that the police, in
riotously forcing their r porter throagh {.c dende meeting, and thas
leading to the tragedy that ensued, wery acting 1n distinet and
d:hberate violation of a written rule of their own which they bad
alwaya carefully followed previously, Now, why did they break this
ule «t Mitchelstown ? and by whose ordars did they act ‘n breaking
it ! These «re questions which, now that Parliament i3 not sitting,
we trust the English Press and the English people will insist on having
answered by the Government, It ia they who are anawerable for the
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