
The great meeting in the Rotundo onWednesday night, Sept.
14, was a magnificent inauguration of the latest phase of the Saxon
invasion

—
the visit of the deputationof theHome Rule Union. North

and South these ladies aud gentlemenpr ipose to travel,studying and
seeing for themselves theghastly work of English rule. This is the
sort of thing that should go onall the autumn and winter. No week
should pass withouta representativeof theEnglish democracyplacing
himself inevidencein Ireland. There can be no greater encourage-
ment, or even protection,to the Irish people than the presence of
those

" lookers-on in Vienna,"before whuse eyes the most hardened
coercionist will feel uncomfortable in carrying out his atrocities.
Let them come and be a symbol of the co-operationand sympathy
that has begun between the two democracies, and learnby actual
observation on the spot more sound knowledgeon the Irish questiou
than they could by yearsof reading.

English eyescan never be taught to regard evictions, with their
attendant horrois, as proper and ordinary incidents in the firm and
impartial administration of the law. We Irish, who have grown
half callous to these enormities

—
used to them, no doubt,as cchare

to be fl-iyed
—

are otten startled at the fresh and lively amazement
ami indignation which they excite in the breastsof English spectators.
W.B. Gould, M.D.,ror instance,ina reaent letter to tht-Freeman, wastes
as much honest and wholesome indignation over the Herbertstown
evictions as if the savage brutalities were nut legal :— ■" On Wednes-
day,''he wrote,

"
we were amongst the favoured half-dozen who were

allowed inside the cordon of soldiers and police, and wituessed that
almostunparalleledscenewhere theold woman

—
Mrs. Moloney

—
close

on tour score years old, wasdragged onher chaff mattressthrough the
doorway and deposited on a dung-heap. Some idea may be formed
of thenature of her restiDg-place when Imention that, beingcurious
to ascertain whether she wasshamming or not,Iwent toexamineher
and«ank to my ankles in the slush, ishe was huddledup in a lump,
and the poor old soul could scarcely speak." He is sufficiently ill-
bred to threaten to tell tales out of school when he icturns to
London.

There is special wrath in the coercion Press of England and
Ireland against the English Democrats who have committed the
unpardonablesinof comingovtr to see with their owneyes andhear
with their own eais the conditionof Ireland, and what is worse still,
have dared to tell with fite English tongues what they have seenand
heard. All the foul language, of which Irish Nationalists usually
enjoyed the monopoly, are now lavished upon them. "Agitators,"" incendiaries,"" jobbers,"" rebels," and

"
inciters to assassination,"

are amongst the choice epithets with whichMr. Stanhcpe, Mr.Brunner,
Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Labouchere are pelted. The Liarish Tiities
especially lufrles up its feathers like a Cochin China hen in a rage it
this

"
Saxon invasion

"
To speak plain truth, the invaders deserve

the coeicionist indignatiorj. Compared with Mr. Stanhope, Mr.
Labouchere and Mr. Biunner, the language ot Mr. Dillon maybe
described as mild, and of Mr. Davitt as guarded. But when the
coercionists have spent iheir breath infoul language perhaps they will
vouchsafe us someexplanation of the extraordinary fact that every
honest Englishman who comes once to view the condition of our
country with unprejudic d eyes ends by becoming moreNationalist
than the Nationalists themselves.

A Mr. Paul,E.M., whohas beenservinghis "
Queenandcountry

"
for so^iimepast as the commander of small armies detailed for
the pp^Wction of Galway sheriffs' bailiffs oneviction bent, was sum-
moned i^jfore the Ballinasloe justicessitting as an '"

ordinary
"

court
for having trespassed with forty policemenon the lands of a farmer
whilst engaged inassisting at the evictionof the tenant Bariett. The
trespass was provedbeyond yeaor nay

— in fact there was no defence— and the Bench mulcted tne defendant in the crushing penalty of
sixpence! Then Mr. Paul, like the law abiding K.il. that he is,
blandly informed the Bei eh that he would

"
act iv the same way

again" when itsuited him.
General Buller's retirement is a suspicious coincidence, Mr.

Balfour'a explanation to the coutiary notwithstanding. Even the
General's strong military stomach could haidly digest the utier
contempt for his sworn statements displayed in the latest savage
vagaries of Mr. Baltour. Geneial Buller declared on oath that the
peopleregarded the League as their salvation. Mr. B.ilfour proceeds
to suppress the League on the ground that the people are groaning
under its tyranny. General Buller declared that until the League
arose the law, what little law theie was, was entirely on ihp side
of therich. Inthe name of equal laws the Leagne su[>pres> is to
be accomplished. Mi. Baltour was very sensitive about arr, sion
to the political opinions of peimanent officials. The same dv>\Q<cy
was not displayed in regaul to the political opimoub of G<nei.il
Buller's predecessorin the post. He derm d tbat Gener .1Butler had
resigned, but on piesaure he confessed that he had lutimated his
desire to retire, lheie was no difference of opinion or policy, he
explained,between them In the face of the sworn evidence ot the
Under-Secretary at theLand Commission, this truly was a suutling
statement. Without attaching any superstitiousvalue to the oathof
GeneralBuller, wepreter it to the woidof Mr. Balfour.

Mr. O'Brien's resolution will bring the questiou ot the treatment
of politicalprisonersintothe foiemostplace amongst the controversies

of the autumn. In nocountry in the world,save this, arepolitical
prisoners regarded in the light of commoncriminals. Naples and
Austna stood alone many years ago in their savage treatment of
political prisoners, and it was these atrocities which, at the call of
Mr. Gladstone, aroused the indignation of the whole civilised world
against their rule. Mr. Balfour may double bolt his prisongates,but
the story of whatt 'nc^ires behind them will not be kept from the
public pen; and we are much mistaken, should the brutalities
which he contemplates be carried out, if that story does not arousein
the Britishpeople a fury of indignation which will sweep him from
power like a tornado.

Some of the popular journals inEngland are using very plain
language in reference to the tyrannical policy of Mr. Balfour and the
murderous deeds of his policein Ireland. A Norwich paper entitled
Daylight quiteequals in that respect anything thatcanbe foundin
the speeches of Irish oratorsor the writings of the IrishPress. In
addition toseveraleditorial paragraphs on the subject, it prints in
large type an article overthe signature of"Junius, Junior," in which
our Tory rulers are handled without glceß. The following is an
extract :—":

— "
The history of GreatBritain andIreland is a record, toa

lamentable extent, of deeds of violence, of cruel oppression,and of
bloodshed in murderous revenge. Its pages are stained withhuman
blood through every century. Unhappily, history of this dark
character is in process of making at the preßent time. In all the
records of British rule iv Ireland few events have brought greater
disgrace upon the national character than those which happenedat
Mitchelstown onFriday,September 9, 1887. The Tory Government,
supportedby a traitorous band of Liberal dissentients,is responsible
for the foul and unnaturalmurders at Mitchelstown." Further onin
the same article weread :—

"
The Tory Government has not hesitated

toaccept the responsibility in the House of Commons and before the
worldof the deeds of blood perpetratedby its agents inIreland, and
by defending their cowardly conduct and cruel murders has earned
to itself everlasting infamy. Henceforth

—
for all time— throughout

the civilised world this Government will be known in history
—

a his-
tory of its own making— as the bloody Tory Government of 1887 1

"
When organs of the English working-classes take to writing in this
strain, itneeds no prophet tosaythat thedays of Tory rule in England
are numbered.

Another madplunge down the Avernus slopeof tyranny I Bal-
four paida flying visr, toDublin last weekending September 17. A
meetingof the Privy Council was held, and as a result a proclama-
tion appears inthe Dublin Q-azette suppressing ata stroke of thepen
every brauch of theLeague in the County Clare, all branches in the
baronies of Leitrimand Loughrea in the County Galway, the barony
of Corkaguiny in County Kerry, the baronies of Condons, Clon-
gibbon, and Duhallow inCounty Cork ;and the barony of Shelburne
in County Wexford. Ihese baronies embrace the areas wherein the
struggles against Glanricarde, Webber, and Brooke are being fought
out ;hence the proclamationof theLeague is anopen andsaameless
effort to help the landlords to get the rents which the Government
by their own legislation have in effect declared to be unjust. But itis
highly probablethat class partisanshipwillhaveprecisely the opposite
effect from that intended, and that before the fight isover the land-
lords in whose interest ie is exercised will have good reason to
exclaim

"
Save us from our friends 1"

Perhaps the most significant commentary that could be made
uponthe monstrosity of this proclamation is that furnished in the
action of the Lord Lieutenant's own tenantry. On the very same,
day thrit the newspapers announced what thePrivy Councilhad done
they contained also a leport of a meeting of the County Down
tenants of Little Castlereagh, at whicha memorial wasunanimously
adoptedasking for such a reduction in their rentsas would enable
them to live. The past season has been so disastrous a one for the
farmers of County Down, they point out that in many cases the
produce of the fields would not do more than meet the landlord's
claims

—
in other words, that economic rent has almost entirely

disappeared from the county 1 Where, xhen, they ask,are they 10
look for means to pay the landlord's tribute.

While the furtive Proclamation-writer was concocting his coup
in the (Jastle,he was pounced upon by a limb of the law, in the
shapeof a process-server, and handed a writ at the suit of Mrs.Peggy
Dillon, the Galway midwire, who nas taken anaction against him tor
defamation. The thing was a complete surprise, and the rageand
astonishment of the skulking anstoctat wheu the document was
thrust upon him made him for a moment seem to forget the respect
due to that law about whose sanctity he is so fond ot prating. He
made amovement as thoughhe would imitate Mr. Davitt's example
in the matter of (Jastle Proclamations and wipehis patent pumps
with the Lord Chancellor's summons;but, onsecoud consideration,
he ordered that the Under-Secretary, Sir William Kaye,should look
after the matter. Eventually Mr. (Joll acceptedservice of the writ,
and

"
appeaiance

"
to it has in due form been enteied in the law

courts. Heuce we may ina very short time expect some pleasant
distractions from the more serious business with which the slauderei
of Peggy Dillon has furnished the country, and waich is certain,
eventuate how itmay, tocover his name with ridicule asit is already
covered with infamy.

Our English visitors of the Home Rule Union seem to bo
profoundly impressed with the universality and the heartiness ofthe
receptionwhich theyhavemet,north,bouth, andcentre. InLimerick,
Tralee, Derry,Bandon, Toomebndge,. jUagtrj.cifol,audsundry other
places, they havebeenreceivedby the people as men who come with
the olive branch and an honest desire to help the people's cause
deseived to bereceived. They expiess the astonishment whicu they
teelat the system of rule which prevail^ in lieland, so totally at
variancewith the belief which haa bet_.i > lung impressed upon
English minds, that peoplein Irelandareg jverned in the same way
as people in BnglanJ. They now see wuat the rule of the (Jastle,
the landlords,and tne police is like for tue first time ;and tueir
testiinouy, when they go back to narrate their experience^, must be a
revelation to their fellow-countrymen. Oao ot our visitors, Mr.
JLWuuner M.P.,has shown hissympathy withIrelandin the splendidly-
piacucul wayof subscribinga thousandpornds towards the Evicted
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struck back, and away ran the police to their barrack, and as at
Mitchelstown,op jne<! fire on the unaimed people. Fortunately they
hit nobody,but the housesoppositeboie marks of their good intention.
Then they sallied foith from their barracks and made four or live
arrests.

Mr. Denis Kilbri le, Lord Lansdowne's victim, is now M.P., for
South Kerry. He waselected without oppositionfor thatdivision on
WecSiesday. It will be somesolatium for the injury and loss he has
svuaninedat Lord Lmsdowne'shnndss tnat he will in future,inall lib -
ho\>d, be enabled to ta^.e part in legislation for clipping the wingsof
noble predators,like the Governor-General of tne Canadas. In this
connection it is higlily interesting to note that the Liberals of Lord
Hartington's division, Kossendule, are actively taking measures
for an effort to wiu the seat in case the halting Maiquis joins the
Ministry. Mr. Arthur Arnold is generally spoken of as the moßt
likely candidate.
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