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gomewhat heavy fall upon his own favourite ground. During the
diecussion in Parliament on the Coercion Bili, Mr. G adatoue delivered
8 particularly powerful indictment against landiordiem, and in
support of his case cited Mr. Mulnali'ssiatistias of evictions, showing
that there had been over three milliong of persona evicted in Ireland
dQuring the present reign. Mr, Gladsione argued that it was littie
wonder that the Irish people were disaffected. Upjemps My, Balfour
a8 goon aa the great old Liberai ewvefzan sat dowo, sod in what
appeared to be a very ingenious and telling point told the Howse
that the bases of Mr, Mulba.'s figures were rolten, that he had based
his conclusions npon premises which were wrong, .ud that therefore,
the returns which Mr. Gladstone had quoted so eff:ctivel,y were ab-
solutely worthlese, Mr. Mulhall, the Chief Secretary said, had taken
returns giving the number of persons evicted,and wrongfully assuming
that these persons were families multiplied the total by five. There
the quesiion remained, for Mr, Mulhall was out of the country, and
no one but himself knew if that had really been the ground of his
estimate.

A communication all the way from Buenos Ayres appeared in
the Times on luesday, Supremb er 6. It was signed by Mr. Mulnall
and with 0o more emotional rhetoric than if he were calculating the
namber of gallone of whiskey consumed in Scotland in the year, he
redaced to a pulp ihe flowing fallacies of Vr. Balfour. [ havs gesn
no table cf persons evicted, aays Mr, Mulhall,, bus I kave before me
one which [ copied in the British Museum showing the number of
evictions since 1848 and of persons reinstated as caretakers. The
caretakers, he says, represent families, and if each caretaker represents
a family of five persons, we shall find that tha number of caretakers,
according to Mr, Balfour's argument, is greater than that of persons
evicted, In other words, that there have boen really no evictions
since 1849 to the present, Mr, Bulfour harily wanted to prove s,
much asthat, Where now are the ¢lever young orators of the I,L.P.U
wuo o glibly trotted out tbe “crushing reply ” with which Mr.
Balfour met the ho«ry old Fabricator of Hawarden, We ventyre to
gay that there is not a creature of the tribe who will have the courage
or the honesty to do Mr. Mulhall tne simple justice of admiiting their
blunder.

Also with regard to the National League the police have begun
to show some activity in the pursuit of promotion,” At various branch
meetings they have put in an sppearacce in the style of Paul Pry,
with & hope-l-don't-intrude attempt at apology, From the different
ways in which they acted there is strong reason to suspect that ma
precige orders bave been issued, hence that their attempted inter-
ference with the League is more a matter of private enterprise than
Btate obligation. One bold ssrgeant appears at the meeting of the
Enocknagoschel branch, and asks modesily for the names of those
present : and in retreating on a mandate from those insi te, blurts out
a parting warning, " I tell ye, ye are acting illegally,” just as if the
intimation had more weight coming from his monuth than from the
oracles of Dublin Castle. Another turns up at Manorhamilton, and
gtates, in answer to inquiries for his authority, that he is acting * on
instructions,” At a cuouple of other branches members of the force
pat in an appearacce, but retired with apologies waen told that the
pleasure of their society was not desiderated, The right of these
hired batonmen to come into the rooms of the League should never be
admitted because it doesn't exist,

The Government ure helping Lord OQlanricarde to his plunder in
Loughres, The Breriff and the Bankruptey Court having failed to
extract the epoil, Lord;Clanricarde has pitched the courts overboard,
and goes in for the rough-and ready ancient method of distraint.
His Emergencymen are now in pussession of the business bouses of
two of hig Loughrea tenants, upon whom they descended without any
warning, The povelly of the plan helped its success; but now
that the people are acquainted with this lates: system of legalised
robbery they will be uble to take proper steps to defeat it, Mean-
while 18 Lhis not a glorous work for this Government that professes
itself o anxicus to prevent landlord extoriion ? Jta true sission
would pot be ievealed without tuose telling flashes of light from the
acenea of landlord atrogcities,

Mr, Buyd, of Middleton Park, Castletown-Geoghegan, is notorioua
all *he world o.er for his merciless and numescus evictions, Waole
airishes have suffered at s hands, and the baronies of Moycashel

d Fertnllagh to-day could eumise the power ihat esabled him to
» depopulate their fertile plains, At preseut, however, eviction is not
his game, go he shamelessly presumes to prevent the Nauonalista of
his distriot from boating for business or for pleasure on the Brosna
river. The first be picks cut for prosecution 18 Owen Keeua, of
Castletown-Geoghegan, the man who first raised the banner of the
Lesgue in bis parnsh, and whom Kouster tried to crush., But the
people of Wesimealh will avand by therr fellow-Nationalist, we
have no doubt,

It is extraordimary bhow easily some people can perform the
operasion of standtipg in their own light.  The editor of the
Londorderry Stapdard 1s a very able man, evidently ; and one of
the sanest of Unionists, But he seeems never fully to bave devloped
bis convictions and tenets. He hag an article 1n his issue of Monday,
September 5, from which he would like to draw the conclusion that
if the land guestion were settled we would not require Home Rule,
And yet in the very same article there oceurs the following remark-
able gentence : —It can hardly be expected that people who have
never get foot in Ireland, and know nothing about it except that it is
an island oo the west coast of Britain, can legislate intelligently for
the removal of our grievances.” We always reparded that proposition
as one of the beresies con femned by the Unionists ; and certainly it
is hwpaseible to reconcile 1L with the conclusion that we do not. want
Home Rule. We shall ot be surprised 1f some Londonderry Presby-
terians ¢raw quite a uifferent conclusion from their ivstructor's
premises,

1t 18 something of & relief to find alandlord whoss conception of
his duty to his tenants 13 not limued to the regulsr Teceipt of hin
rerts. The present Earl of Meath 13 not a very advanced Liberal,
nor is he anything at 41l ©f an Insh Nationalist; but he has some

ideas a8 to social wants and necessities, which he do.-1 not confine to
the reviews, Recently we noticed & work of his—" Social Arrows ™
—a feature of which was the insistenca with which hia lordship @ welt
an the daterioratin wrought in humanity by congregation in the city
glums, He poiated out the need of open spaces and pablic gymnasizms,
Since the appearance of the book he has come into h & inheritages H
and we are glad to see that his sym sathy with the paoc of the city
dens i3 not altogether theoretical. Hs has openad an ) faraished two
playgronnds for children within his property at Cooml : Thatise
good work, for which the people of the discrict will be properly grate-
ful. An extension and deepeniag of bis lordship's  philanthropie
8pirit, and & revision according to his notions of the idea of isndlord
daty, would do something to brighten up the future of his clasa.

There has boer no attswpt so far to apply tbe Coercion Adt to
the purpose for which its aathors preteaded to reguire it. No person
has been charged with crime under its provisions, Tha only use that
has yet been made of it has been to punish poor t nants and their
friends for striving to retain their lttle bhomes, and to suzmmon
politicians for addressing public meetings, It was, of course, well.
known that it was with this object the Tories sought coercive powers,
but as an evidence of the reliance to be placed on Tory protestations,
it is well to bear it mind how signally conflicting are their professions
and their practices,

The Yorkshire Tory attempt to boyeott Lord Randolph at Whithy
is dictated less by resentment for what he has done than by terror for
what he may do. Ha!f a dozen Tory peers, we learn, have refused to
preside at his meeting, and a dozen Tory members have refused to
uttend. There is an awful ramour abroad that Lord Bandolph has
reverted to his former faith on the sabjest of Home Rale, It will ba
remembered he described the election at Spalding #8 an * glectrieal
event,” There bas been a great deal of political electricity going on
asince, aad it has exercised a remarkable eff:ct on his little lordsaip's
constitaiion, He has now discovered that he was alwaws opposed to
coercion, He poiuts triumphantly to his firat speech on tha opening
of Parliament, in which he denoanced the Timas for its advocacy of
the old method of raspiog with the reins and piougling with the
spurs the spirited Irish steed which had already throwa so many
riders intwo the ditch, With that convenient memory which is hia
greatest gifi, he forgets that he made a diametrically opposite speech
a couple of months afterwards. There is a story roing the round of
the Loodon clubs of a dialogue between himself and & very distin-
guished Radical-Unionist while the wonderful series of Homs Bals
victories were in fuil swing., * There can be no doubt now, Chambar-
lain," said the little party of one—no one—* that the country is going
strarght for Home Rule.” “ The couatry," retorted the other, angrily,
“ig going to the devil' “That may be,” said the varsatile Tory-
Demoerat-Unionist-Home-Ruler, zealonsly twisting his moustacae H
“ that may be, but I always make it a rule to go With the country,”
The conversation was overheard by a Liberal-Uaionist, whose sense of
humour overcame bis loyalty to his party, aod compeiled him to giva
the story to the publie,

A significant ingident took place recently at Middlewick, That
district, which is within Mr, Brunoer's renowned constituency,
happens to be blest with thegpossession of 8 parson whose ideas on
things political barmonise better with the Gospel message of peace
and charity than do those of many of his fellow-labourers, Rev.
Francis Winton, M.A., has earned the regard of those exiled Irish-
men who live round Middlewich by his fesrless champicnship of tha
cauge of the old land. Iu the recent election he rendered valuable
belp to the (Gladstonian candidate ; and the Irishmen of Middlewich
testfied  their gratituda by preseating him receatly with am
address, in which they expressed their appreciation of his action,
The address had been 1nseribed and iliuminated in Dablin, and the
deputation that presented it was accompanied by Father Gregan, the
Carbolic curate of the diatriet., Altogether the incident was unique
and most gratifying. It wiil not be lost on those who are on the
wateh for signs that herald the coming peace,

Mr. ®. W. Maude, the late secretary of the Liberal Unionist
faction, made a complete statement at the Liberal and Radieal
demoastration in the Alexaadra Palace, London, of the causes of hia
secession, He bas come over 10 the Gladstonian party, convinged by
& close observance of public eventa that the ‘i policy of the combina.
tton which calls iteelf the Unionisc party is dangeronsly retrograde
in ity nature, and inconsisient with the pledges given at the genaral
slection,” and he concurs with Sir George Trevelyan regarding Mr,
Gladstone's concessions. He contended that no reason now exists
why Radical Uuionista should not renew their allegiance to the
Liberal party. The concludiag portion of Mr, Mande's statement is
Likely to be heard of again. - The time is come for plain speaking
and nailing our colours o the mast, I should not ve hare to-day if I
did not believe that the leaders of the National League were prepared
to aceept a8 a final settlement the geverous measure of Home Raola
that the Liberal party is willing to help them to attain. Under these
circumesrances, why should they not be made jointly respongible with
the leaders of the Liberal party for the formulation of the detaits of
the new Home Rule scheme? Nothing would do more to clear the
issue to be fought out next Bession and to rally to our standard
every citizen with @ spark of democratic feeling than the conviction
that the Irish policy we were fighting for wounld pever ba repodiated
as the work of 8axon statesmen, and was aa freely accepted as a final
settlement by the representatives of the Irish people as by the Libaral
party. Let the next Home Rule scheme be presented as an ulti-
matum to Parliament and the coantry on the joint responsibility of
Mr. Gladstone snd Mr, Paraell,”

There is one novel point in Mr. Mande’s confessions, if we may
call them eo without offence which wiil be gratefully noted in Ireland
and which containsa goed deal of encouragement for the Irish poople,
la th: enumeration of reasons that have weighed with bim he' stated
' that the change wronght in the attitude of Irish Nationalsts towards
the people ot Great Brivain by the generous proposals of Mr. Gladsrone
W s 8uzh a3 bu encourage Liberals to enirust them with the respoa-
sibility of administering the affairs of Ireland through more



