2 NEW ZEALAND TABLET,

————

Friday, November 4, 1887

AN article in flarper's Maogagine for September
givesa v 1, uturactive picture of a counmtry which
for the me. { part, we are not acoudtomed to consider
as noted for the features that the writer describes.
He gives a description of spiendid eities and of citizens a5 remarknbie
for their refised aod culturad tastes, as for the luxury in which they
live and the lavishuess of their expenditure. It is the boast of the
people of Bantiago, he teils us, that their city can supply everythiog
thnt is to be fuund n London or Paris, and he describea their clubs,
reading rooms, libraries, picture gaileries, and all the cquipments of
civilisalion abundanily poseessed by them, as not to be surpassed by
anything the recogrised capitais of the civilised world can show.—In
Chili also we are told men of Irish birth have made the'r race famoas
and the pames of families founded by them are among the most
honourable in the state. Genera! (’Higgina was the first president
and the leader under whom the republic was established, and general
Patrick Lynch is the commander in chief of the army to-day.—'' The
Cuastom House " says the writer, “ is being torn away to give place to
& magnificent monument to Arthur Prat, an Irish hero of the
struggle. His reckless erurage made bim the ideal of all that is great
and noble in the mind of the Chillanos, who have erected s monu-
ment to his memory in nearly every town. Streets and shops, saloons,
mines, opera-houses, and even lotteries are named in his bonour, and
the grestest national tribute is to destroy the old Custom House in
order toerect his monument in the most conspicuous place in the
principal ¢ity.” Irishmen also seem to viewith the people of Bpanish
descentin the magnificence of their dwellings,which is a characteristio
of the country, and, io particular, we are told of one adventurous scn
of the race, who, having discovered an extremely rich silver mine,
erected a palace st unlimrted expense, and, having spent ip regal
style alt h 8 wealth, 1eturned to the mountains in search of a renewal
of fun ls,—Bur if an Irishwan is among the princral spendthrifts of
the conntry. an Iri bman is also amengst its chief benefactors.—
“Tiere i+, adds the wiiter, “a sirong similarity hetween the
Chillanos und the Tiish, Both have the s.m + wit and reckless courage
the same love of country and patriotic pride. Wherever 2 Chillano
goes he carries his opinisn that there never was and never can be a
better laud than that in which he was born, and, although he may be
a refurie or an exile, he will fight in defence of Chili at the drop of
the hat,  There 1s something refreshing i1 bis patriotistw, even if it
he the raost arrogant varity. Many of the leading men of (hili
are and hove been of Irish descent, Barney O Higains was the
Lib yator—th - Guorze Wa hington—of the Ropub'ie, and Patrick
Lyuen wav the for most solidier of Chili in tbe la'e war, The
O'Learvs wid  MeGarrve  and  other Chillana-Diish families are
prominent tn peliies and war nod trade, There 18 a sy mpathetic
brnd between the shamrock and the con far, and nowhiere o South
America dous the Irish cmigr:nt so prosperously thiive,”
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WHAT a tromendously old man the Rev, Dr, Stuart
expects to be! Why, Methaszlabh was a joke to
what he meaus to attain to, and even the Wanderiog
Jew iy hardly deserving of consideration in ccmparison with the
Doctor's coming plight. The Doctor, speaking at ihe Presbyterian
Bynod the other day, is reported as saying that he looked forward
to geeing the Presbyterian Chorch the ope Church of New Zealand
and e would gladly welcome Bishop Moran and Bishop Nevill 1nto
it.” Well might the Bynod laugh, as it is reported they did, at the
innocent conceit, for never did a goileless heart expressa mora simple
desire. Alas! that nngel posted with the fliming sword at Eden’s
gates cat cff the only chance that man, after his fall, had of living
for ever,and even a strong Presbyterianism can hardly make up for the
loss of the fruit that escaped the primeval bite, by conferring
immortality on the sinners who cherish it. But as to the arrival of
Bishop boran and Bishop Nevill across the thresbold of the Kirk—
since that cannot possibly take place, the Doctor knows the old
proverb about AMloham med and the mountain ; and could be bimself
do better than act upon it? Let him, however, look in upon Dr
Nevill on bis way to St. Joseph’s Cathedral, for once he gets theie be
will not cate to tura back again. The earnast and genial-natured
man who enters the Catholic Church recognises the home that, even
when be knew mnothing of 1ts existence, formed the object cf his
longings, We can well undarstand, however, that prudent Presby-
terians ahould be desirous to welcome Catholic theolozians f good
repute to their Kk, Do Stuart has given us an explanation,  Men
reared in the Catholic veligion, he says, gave to Seotlaud her first
national confession—which naturally the Presbyterians look npon as
an exceeding guod. Bat if such Catholics as Calvin and Enox—-
wha, befure they were reformers, were Catholics of excessively evil
reputation—coald produce a venerable work, what might not Catholics
do who had preserved their respectability ? Asa revision of the Preshy.
t rian Confession of Faith is locked for, then we can quile understand
Low good Catholice might be suueht for to conduoet it and to amend
what bad Catholics had originally tiamed, But we are afcaid the search
must prove fruitless.—In any case decent Presbytcrians of the present
day should by qualified without gid to improse upon the work
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of the false and perjured fathers of their sect,--As to the grounds
again on which Dr, Stuart bises his hopes of living to g-e all New
Zealand uvnited to the Kirk.—It by no means follows that becaus
balf of his congregation, as be says, originally belonged to oth
devominations that all New Zgaland should go and do as they bav
done, Other denomiuations in Duaedin bave lived in the middle of
a Beoteh Presbyterian population, intensely bigoted and bringing
their prejudices to bear against the members of ali other dennmina-
tions, There were strong remptations then for the memhers of such
denominatijons to join the Presbyterian Church and Dr. Btuart as the
priocipal and the most deservedly popalar Minister of the Presbyterizn
body naturaily profited most by the change that people found it advan-
tageons to make, Conversions like these do not form a basis on
whichk to fonnd a valid jidgment, One chancs and one only has the
Kirk of becoming the only Chureh of New Z.aland. Let it sur.
pass the Auglican communion in its liberality, The Church of
England remains a national chutch, at least in name, because it
Teeognises ay its members all men of all opinions who choose to
confess themselves as such, Let the Kirk in its new articles of
faith claim to be the Church of all other denominations, whether they
will recognise it or not. Under such circumstaaces the Doctor,
dnring the term of hisnatural life may, indeed, witness the fulfilment
of his aspirations, but otherwise it is to be feared rhat notwithstanding
his good intentions, and wha'ever may be the lease of his life
obtained by him, he must depart unsatisfied. And, verily, it would
be a malevolent will that wounld dasire for the Doctor a pilerimage
protracted beyond that of the Wandering Jew without even the pros-
pect of termination at the end of the world, for doomsday jtself will
see no such enlargement of ths Kirk as the Doctor predicts,
Taere iz Mr. A. C, Bege, who onght to know better
EVANGELICAL —and who, judining at least by what he bimself
EXTREMES, tells us, does kuow a great deal-—which, indeed, we
should never have guessed had he not told ng—
calumoiating the memory of the fathers of the Kirk, He gave the
Bynod to understand the other day that thedouce auvd godly men had
worn neither boots nor bhreeches, ani hid cut a mighty gneer
figure, as we must brlieve, withi: the sacred precinets. Boots
and braces, he said, wers an 1mnovative—but, fortunately, an allow-
able one—and. of course, if there were onginally no braces neither
¢ould there have heen auy breeches—and su our pant is proved, Mr,
Begg, however, is som:whit mixed in his mind, as we gather, and
has been so much confounded, and turned inmide ont and npside down
by the miserable mulnelisy hamming and dromming, as he calls it,
of adepraved organ set up. like the img: of Nabicholooosor, tn the
First Chuarch, that between the ram sliny an 1 rashrns o bis head and
the commotion and tumult 1o his con-cience he does not very well
know what he is saying or doing, or what t¢ 15 or where Le is at all
—and that 18 a matter that we should keep in view when we deal witp
Mr, Begg, for he very often says things that he ought not to say, and
tbat Christiza eharity would be very glad to find some excuse for.—
Mr, Begg, then, all drniveu distracted by this most damnable LTgan——,
acd, perhaps—Lord save us l—most damping instrument of Satan
and feeling like a baby attacked by a gander, or an old lady con-
fronted by a cow, bas been guiity of r1eprescoting the douce
elders of the DPresbyterian Eirk in  its  ioception as
if they hed been no better than a lot of unshod High.
landers, Unbreecbed, of conrse, Highlanders are by their very natare
and raison d’ ctre, and a bare-legged condition is in the name itself
But when a sinful organ, as we said, goes on playing a voluntary, o
an involuntary, as it seems to be in Mr, Begg's case, and interrupts
the godly ruminations of a coul that scorns harmony, winding up, to
make the matter worse, with & wallz, ¢haos is evidently come again,
at least intermally, and the accountabiliiy of the individual bas
departed. Mr, Begg's piety is of a ditferent kind from that jubilant
exultation of the spint that bresks forth, for example, not orly in
mugic but in dancing, and which distinguishes the Kvangelical sect
instrocted, and probably quite as fully instructed, ont of the same
Bible from which AMr. Begg takes his spiritual notions, and which sect
now interests the world of religion at the Glory Hole in Brighton.
There may be wusic in Mr. Begg's soul, but be does not Like it to come
into his ears. especially on the Sabbaib, and wlen it doesso it naturally
suggests to him undiluted Popery. Popery, says Mr. Begg, has been
reformed ¢ff the face of the earth from time to time,
and yet it always, as we see, comes back. A fact that might
sugpest to 1his godly elder a similarity between nature that
will come back however you expel it and Popery which canrat he
reformed out of existence—since both vature snd Papery belog tiuin
God man in vain fights agawnst them. But we have here the Evan-
gelical extremes, Mr, Begg oo one hand stopping his ears against the
organ and bummed and dromwmed by it into almost a complete state
of imbecility, and op the other bant the dancing girls of tie Glory
Hole shouting their wild hyrans, ¢ The devil is mad and 1am glad,’
ete., and falling in frensy on the gouad,  And botween the two i
is impossible for us to c-¢ Carhaps, however, a little mixture of
the gaiety and entbusinsm of the one with the solidity apd gravity of
the other would be an improvement and form a kind of spitivm}




