Friday, November 4, 1887,
S

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

19

pletely justified for his frame of mind. His predicament would,
indeed, be atrauge were he to be eonscious within him of the com-
Jmoticns the privilege he deprecates, go tuek to Mr, Kirkland’s indig-
(m.tion, must produce, and it might be a diffcalt task for him to
reassure himself concerning his idectity, To form a whole Presby-
terian 8ynod in bimself might prove too much for the constitution

of a Goliah and wculd be a situstion overwhelming iu its contra-
dictions,

D, OoPLAND in speaking in the Presbytarian Synod expressed
himaclf a5 uoable tosee how the Catholic claimsin education had any
rensonable connecdon with the refusal to permit of Bible-reading in
the schools. It sLould, bowever, require vut little scuteness to
perceive the ijustice and oppression of taking the money of Catholiey
for the purpose of applying it to the ditect teaching of the Protestani
religioa, which is identical with the reading of the Bible among the
sects. It might aleo be easily perceived that it would be a grievous
violation of the liberty of Catholics to compel tkem to support
a method of employing Holy Writ which they look upon as a breach
of the divine law, and which their Uburch condemuns, The injustice
of all this is even more clear than that of compelling Catholics to

support the godless system—evident as $hat must be to all unpre-
judiced and uninterested men.

THAT was & bold soknowledgement made the other day at the
Anglican Byood by the Rev. A, R. Fitchett. * The Chareh,” he said,
“had charge of education in former timss, and shonld not be afraid
to go back to those times, He went on to argue that befora the
Reformation, the Chareh, which then bad charge of education, did
the work well, and that after the Reformation there was a great ialling
ot in the education of the people, especially the lower orders,” This,
a8 we have said, was a brave ackoowledgment, and even if the rev,
speaker erroneoasly confounded the Caurch that edncated the world
before the Reformation with that institution whieh arose from the
Reformation, be should not lose the credit due to his candour,

THE financial statement as made by Major Atkinson on Tuesday
evening estimates the deficit for the current year at a total of about
£349,600. Retrenchaent is to be vigorously undertaken, and amonyg
its chuef featurss are to be reduciions in the cost of the Governor to
the Colony, in the salaries of Mini-ters, and in the bonaorarium paid to
members of both Chambers. A Bill will be introduced, moreover,
to reduce, at the end of the present Parhament, the membera of the
House of Representatives tu 70, 1hesalaries of civil servants will not
be reduced bat cunsideration will begiven to the possibility of reducing
their numbers, A saving of about £60,000 in the expenditure on
edueation well be brought about by limiting the capitation grant to
£8 16y, nnd by giving vo capitation in Lhe cascs of children under
six years of age, Provision, bowover, will be made not, on this
sccount, to close any country school, An increase in the property
tax to ld will take place, but there will be nu revision of the turuf
until next year. 1n ad f1tion tothe North Island Main Tronk Railway
loan, & loan of £1,000,800 will be proposed for the completion of
works already beguu, Government giving a pledge to borrow no more
for 2 period of three years from March 3ist, 1888, The Priemier
gives hupeful promiscs of energelic and hberal measures for the
sattlement of tee lands, and of a due attention to the miolng industry
whoseir_gpdftance be particelarly recognises,

’ ,WE understand that preparations are being made by the young
la¥ien of the Dominican convent schools, Dunedin, for a concert
which will be given 1o 8t Jsepl’s schoolrom at the end of the
“present momib. The object is to clear ofF a portion of the debt
arising from the recent changes 1n the room which is still due, and

this together with the attrsetions of tha programms in preparation
should draw a full attecdance,

W have received the following telegram from Arrow :—The
Gallant Tipperary Company’sreturn from 60 tuns of stone was 103uss,
amalgam from piates only, Tbis company fntend clearing up about
middle of this month whez a very satisfactory return is expected.

The stone still continues to improve in quality, and the battery will
be kept going all the season,

THE declaration of no dividend made in Aucklaod last weok at
the hali-yearly meeting of the Bink of New Zealand has beeo a Topie
of much interest, It 1s, of course admitted on all sides that the
matter hag its grave aspect, as, had the condition of the Colony been
prasperous, nothing of the kind would base oceurred.  But it is also
prononoced that the prudence of the step teken s most reassuricg =g
to the present positios sod future prospects of the Bank, The Directors
have not coly proved themsclves men of courag + and rezelution in
volurtariiy encountering a situation that must oeeds be more or lass
unpapular, but they bave given, by their boldnzss an earnest of the
confidence they entevia nan the stability of the institution they con-
duct. The sharehoiders, many of whom will doubtless suffer some
inconvenience, may, theret re, find msre than cne consolation, nad

may congratulate themselves that their interests are in such carefal
and conscientions keeping,

BisHO® MORANK (8ays the Dunedin EBrening Star, of October 20)
has now been resident amongst us for about eighteen years, and it in
not too much to iy that his high character and his ungwerviog
consistency to principle have won the respect of the people generally,
even of those who disagree with him most distinctly on some vital
questions, Into these questions or any debateable matter connected
therewith or otherwise, it is not onr purpose to enter. The oceasion
which diclates what we bave to say altogether excludes any such
refereuce, The Roman Catholics of Otago have for soma time had it
in contemplation to mark their seuse of what their chief pastor has
done ifor them during the course of his episcopate, in & manner
worthy of him and of themselves, and the opportunity was taken of
Dr. Moran’s absence in Australia to bring the matter to & point, A
money testimonial was, for good and sufficient reasons, decided on—
Catholic prelates, it has to be recollectsd, have no revenues hoyong
the contributions of their focks—and in the short space of six weeks
the sum of £1,140 was collected, which was handed to the Bishop
on Wednesday evening, The most gratifying testimonial, however,
was nqt this, nor was it comprised in the several addresses expressive
of the warmest feelings of regard and affection which were presented,
but rather we conceive, the immense gathering of his people who
thronged to the Cathedral to do their bishop honour. There can be
no question that Dr, Moran thoroughly deserves all honour that they
can give him. He has through & long series of vears devoted himaelf
to their service, and has done much to elevate their religion and
gocial status, They bave, thanks to his exertions, churches and
schools all over the provincial district, and in Duoedin a material
portion of the magnificent C.thedral, which in the future will adorn
the City, {4 need hardly be said that on the edaeation question
we entirely differ from the Bishop ; but we do not the less respeck
him for the pesition he unflinchingly maintaing, and for acting as he
does, up to his prineiples.

THE session, if it proceeds as it has begun, promises to be & busy
and ueeful one for the colony generally. The msnner in which the
Government have taken up the Midland Railway and evidently mean
to push it forward is much to be commended, A possibly hopeful step
alee seems to be the appointment of a committes to considar the
question of reductions in the educational expenditure, as well agthe
claims of denomioational schools,and of those sections of the community
who desire the introduction of Bible-reading. The gupport given by
the House to the sceond reading of Sir George Grey's Law Practi.
tioners Bill is, on the other band, much to be regretted. Should such
a measure begome law the worst resuits must follow. Another source
of tempt.tion, for example, would be added to draw young men away
from the more necessary branches of eolonial industry and labour, and
the number of the seckers afier light and genteel occupations would
be increased by the provision of another opering. Anarmy of greedy,
half-educated, and incapable,lawyers, moreover, would be turned Jocse
wpon the population, and the growih of litigiousness would be
promoted, Many abeses in the administration of law, such as we
frequently hear of as oceurring in Americs, would also take place.

And all this would be risked or certainly brought about for the very
ohimerical purpose of affording 2 patu to geniua that must obherwise
berepressed. But troe genius never can be kept beneath the surface.
We, bope, therefors, that the Bill in question may once more suffer

the only fate it deserves, Indeed, already too much favour has been
shown to it,

TeE newest and sirangest association of the hour is that of
dynamite with bronchitis. An inquest heid on & man who died the
other day iz London revealed tbe rather ordinary fact that he bad
died of bronckitis, and aleo seems, in a manner not quite so ordinary
to have revealed a connection between the deceased and the dynamite
faction that, as a reality or an imsagination, exists in America, We
do not pretend to understand the matter, but merely attempt to
unravel as much as possible of the mystery that has appeared in
print. The police, however, as we understazd, glorify themselves by
taking credit for diepersing a conspiracy that had been pet on foot
for the purpuse of salting the recent Jubilee celebrations on every
side with dynamite, and whose members seem to have been travelling
in a promiscuous surt of manuner all over Evrope. But fortanately
the London police, as they may at ieast, went with them, and forcing
thew to keep moving on, made them spend all their fusds, and, being
thus starved out, 10 retarn to America, The whole aifair, in ghort,
geams not quite credibie,  Bat are doctors henceforward, as & rule, te

lovk upon their patients who suffer from bronchitis us sespicicus
invalids ?

THERE is tresh juatifieation for Mr. Gladstone’s statement at
Nottinghum that the dealing of the Unionist party with Ireland
might be stigmatised as impertinent, in Lord Hartington’s assarance
made the othur day at Traro, that the Irish people musi zbandon the



