
At themeeting ofthe Societyheldon theevening of October 11,
the Rev. Father Dooley waspresent, and there wasa largeattendance
of members, The programme was a debate," Moderate Drinking
*ertu» Total Abstinence." The Rev.Father Dooley opened in favour
nf moderate drinking, andcommenced by explaining whathe meant
by the moderateuse of liquor. He was astonished that here people
who visit and drink in every hotel in the town, wereclassed as
moderate drinkers, he called those persons tipplers.The rev.gentle-
man spoke longan forcibly in favourof themoderate useof wine,and
quot d from Ecclesiasticug,xxxichapter,in support of his views,
and showedthat from time immemorial, wine had beenusedby all
civilised nations. The rev. gentlemanconcluded his forcible argn-
mentß by giving all praise to teetotalers for their efforts in the
direction of stamping out drunkenness. Butsomeof their arguments
could not apply to those whoused liquors temperately and who par-
took of them as nourishment. The rev. gentleman was supported
by Messrs.Oameron, Hishon,and Kennedy,all of whom made tome
hard hits against theBlueRibbon men, the last-namedgentleman
remarking that only thoae who worked laboriously, knew the fall
valueof a stimulant. He also declared that the wholeiomestdrinkon earth for a working-man was aglass of goodbeer.

Mr. D. Bradley opened in favour of teetotalism. This gentle-man was suppliedwitha carefully written paper in support of hit
principles. He maintained that all drunkards commenced Mmoderate drinkers. He wassupportedbyMessrs. B.Bradly, P.Reid,
andO'Brien, all of whom spoke strongly and stoutly in favour et
teetotal principles. As is usual with Mr. O'Brien he came well
loaded withPresscuttings,poetry,etc.,all dealingheavyblows against
drink. He concluded by stating thatdidtimeallow he couldconvinceall present of the wickedness of even smelling strong drink.

The Rev,Father Dooley rtpliedin a somewhat crashingmanner
and cleared away some misapprehensions that existed regarding
fermented and unfermentedwines. Referring to the statement that
non-drinkers were intellectually superior to,and more honeit than,
drinkers, he mentioned thepeculiaritiesof those non-drinking races,
the Hindoos and Mohammedans,as a stiiking contrast to that wild
statement. The rev.gentleman mentioned the Spanish,French,and
lialian method of using wines ashis ideal of moderate drinking, and
concluded by stating that the greatestwarriors, poets,statesmen,aud
writers the world eversaw used winemoderately.

The debate concluded,a showof handswas taken,whenthe num-
bers were— formoderatedrinking, 19;for totalabstinence,16. Much
interest was taksn inthe debate andamostenjoyable and instructiveevening was brought to a close by the President thanking the rev
gentleman for his attendance, and for the pains he had taken immakinghimself clear on all points. .

Mr.Kennedy concurred,remarking that it wm plaintobe seenthatmoreinterestwasnowbeingtakenin the meetingsof the Society.
This he attributed to the presenceof the reverend gentleman, who
had so enlightened them that evening. The meeting then oloeed
with prayer.

September 27, 1887,
The ordinary meeting c f the Society washeld this evening, whenthere was a large attendance. The Rev.Father Dooley entered theroom,and received a hearty welcome. The President expressed ahope that the rev.gentleman would often be seen at the meetingsThe Secretary remarked that without the patronage of the clergy itwasalmost impossible for a Catholic society to flourish. The RevFather, in replying, remarked that he had always regardedliterarysocieties as useful adjuncts to the Church, and he woaid be mosthappy inassisting theminany way. The programmefor the evening
which consisted of competitiveessayson "

Home Rule,"for which twoprizes wereoffered, was then gone through. First priie was unani.mously awarded to Mr. J. Kennedy, for what, in the opinion of allpresent, was a most able production. The essayist treated thesubjectexhaustively from historical, patriotic,andcommcrial points of viewHe strongly condemned the CoercionBill, which he characterisedasthemost atrocious Act that ever disgraced the annals of legislation—an Act which virtually meant the stoppageof all law,all right, andall justice in Ireland,and thatina country that showedless crime foritß population than any nation in the universe. Mr.Kennedy alsostrongly censured those who strove to keep alive religious ill-feelings between those of different denominations in Ire-land, and declared that he was unacquainted withlanguage sufficiently strong to stigmatise those bigoted andfanatical firebrands who periodically visit Ireland for the purposeof working on the religious passions of men, and creating strifewhich oftenended inbloodshed. Mr.Kennedy concluded his exhaus-tiveand meritorious paper by paying a high tribue to the geniusandcandour of Mr. Gladstone, & name that would be readof in bißiory *sthe benefactorof mankind, when the namesof those who were oppos-inghim withevery vile means in their powerwould be buried in
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oblivion. Mr.Kennedy was frequently applauded,and at the con-clusion was warmly complimented by the Bey.Father Dooley,Mr.Gilfedder,and most of the members present. The secondprise takenby Mr. B. Bradley, was also deservedly applauded for his ablepro-duction, which, though short, contained somegood thoughts on thesubject. Inconclusion he referredin glowingterms to theleadenofthemovement,and said weknewnot the hour or the minute thenewiwould be flashed to usthat the Salisbury Government was defeated,
and that the Grand Old Man was again in power. Theemy wasfavourably criticised by the rev.gentleman and severalof the mem*bers present. Both gentlemen returned thanks for the prices,Mr.Kennedy remarking thathe would feel amply rewardedif his effortswere the meansof directing the attantiouof even a few of tho mem*
bers to the study of thatmost interesting of all history— thehistory
of Ireland. The meeting thenclosed with prayer.

October4.
The usual weekly meetingof the Society was held this evening.The Rev. FatherDooley waspresent, and therewas a largeattendanceof members, The programme for the evening was competitive

readings, for which two priaes were offered, thefirst being a silver
medal. There were seven competitors,and on a vote being taken,
first prise was awarded to Mr.D. Bradley,second to Mr. P. Beid.A short discussion took place regarding the difference between areading and a recitation,mostof the competitors being of the opinion
thst thepiece given by Mr. Bradly, "Tells 'address to hi§ nativemountains," is a recitation. All the competitors were frequently
applauded, and altogether a most enjoyable evening was spent.
The priiewinnershaving returned thanks, the meetingconcluded in
the usualmanner.

on theintellects,morale, and physical condition of apeople sinking
indegeneracy from age toage,till all manly spirit, all virtuoussenseof personal independenceand responsibility,was nearly extinct, andthevery features,vacant, timid, cunning, and unreflective, betrayedthe crouching slave within."

Inthe presence of the terriblefacts he is called upontochronicle,the generousnatureof the Protestant historian whomIam quotingwarmsinto indignation, anable toendure the reflection that they whopthus labouredto deform and brutify the Irish people are for everreproaching them before the world for bearingtracesof the infamouseffort;he bursts forth into the following noble vindicationof thecalumniatedvictims of oppression :— "Havingnorights orfranchisesnolegalprotectionof life or property,disqualified to handle a gunevenas a commonsoldier or agamekeeper, forbidden to acquire theelements of knowledgeathome or abroad, forbiddeneven to renderto God whatconscience dictated as his due, whatcould the Irish bebut abjectBerfs ? What nation in their circumstances could havebeenotherwise? Isitnotama«ing that any social virtuecould havesurvivedsuch an ordeal ? that any seeds ofgood,any rootsof nationalgreatness,could haveoutlivedsuch a long tempestuous winter1
"

11 These laws," hecontinues, " wereaimednot only atthe religionof the Catholic, but still more at his liberty and his property. Hecould enjoy no freeholdproperty,nor was he allowed to have a leasefor a longer term than thirty-one years;but as even this term wasong enough to encourage an industrious man to reclaim wasteland* and improve his wordly circumstances, it was enactedthatif a Papistshouldhave a farm producing a profit greater thanone-third of the rent, his right to such should immediately cease,andpass over to the firstProtestant who should discover therate ofprofit1
" " This was the age,"says an Irish writer, "' that rave toIrish topography the

"
Oorrig-an-Affrioo,'found to thickly marked onevery barony map of Ireland,' The Matt BothI

'
What memoriescling round each hallowed moss-clad atone or rocky ledge on themountain eide, or in the deeprecess of some desolate glen, whereonfor years and years, theHoly Sacrifice was offered up in stealth andsecrecy,the death penalty hanging overpriest and worshipper1 Notunfrequently, Mass wasinterrupted by the approach of thebandogsof the law;for quickened by therewards tobe earned, there sprangup in thobe days the infamous trade of priest-hunting, 'five pounds'being equally the price for the headof a priestas for the head of awolf. Theutmost care wasnecessary indivulging intelligence of thenight on which Mass would nextbe celebrated;and when the con-gregationbad furtively stolen to the spot, sentiies were posted allaround before the Mass began, yet in instances not a few, theworshippersweretaken by surprise,and the blood of the murderedpriest wettedthe altar stone." WWI might our Protestant nationalpoet.Davis, exclaim,contemplating this deep night-tima of Buffering

andsorrow:—'" Oh1 weep those days, thepenaldays,
When Ireland hopelessly complainedI
Oh I weep those dayß, thepenal days,
When godless persecutionreigned."" " " ""They bribed the flock, they bribedthe Bon,
To sell the priestandrob thesire ;
Their dogs were taught alike torun
Upon the scent of wolf and friar.""

Among the poor,
Or on the moor,

We've hid the pious and the true
—

While traitor knave
And recreant slaveHadriches, rank,and retinue ;

Andexiled in those penal days,
Our bannersoverEuropeblaze."

(2b becontinittd.)
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