
According to the reportof the Echo de laFrance Catholique
theNew Hebrides appear tobe islands that possess many valuablefeatures,but the qnestionof whose permanentfertility seemsdoubtful.Among the indigenous productsare severalkinds of fruit, and.those'
of the tropics and of southern Europe are considered likely to
succeed there. The recognised native quadruped appears to be a
curious combinationof two animals that elsewhere are considered
least alike— that is thepig and the deer,if, at least,wemay judgeby
the nameof cochon-cerf given toitby the French. The dogs of the
islands, which were probably introduced from Europe,have, strange
to say,lost their power of barking, and, perhaps,this may be a case
for the considerationof the Darwinists. Are thebrutes,par hasardi
about to developa taste for talkingand is their conversation destined
tobe heldinFrench, inEnglish.or thenative tongue. The 'Vagabond

'
whois the master of all sciences, as well as of everything else thatcan be known, might perhaps, investigate the matter withprofit on
his next visit to the islands, and someof the rSverends might give
him as exact information on the subject as they apparently have
given him or othersconnected with their mission. The islands, how-
ever, cannot become a placeof general European settlement. The
fever which prevails,owing tomiasma arising from the soil,although
not fatal in itself, puts an end to that. The precautions necessary
to its probable avoidance are, we are told, the iollowing.

—
An airy

dwelling, raised as high as possible from the ground ;a regular life
free from all excess, especially in strongliquors;a change of clothes
when wet by the rain;freedom from exposure to the noonday sun,
and noattempt when fasting to break the soil for cultivation. But
ordinary colonists couldnever subject themselves tosuch a discipline
as this. The water also, no matter how clear it may seem, is dan-
gerous to drink. The islands, then, would hardly evenbe suitable
for settlementsof the recidivists, unless death from sickness wer
substituted for the guillotine.

We (Sydney'Nation)are pleased tonotethat theMaristBrothers
at St. Joseph'sCollege, Hunter's Hill,havebeen exceedingly Buccess-
lul in this year'sUniversity Public examinations,having passedallthe boys (viz. 5), sent for the Senior Examination: Itwas intended
to have sent upmore, but the altering of the date of the examination
fromNovember, as itused to be,to September, this year,somewhatinterfered with the work of other intended candidates. It maynotbe generally known that there is now no High School for boys atSt. Patrick's, Sydney; that branch having been transferred,sometimeback, toSt. Mary'b. Threeof theboys attendingthelatter schoolwere successful in the Senior Examination.

We often hear of the benefits of the Press. We receive an illus-
trationof its dangers, in rather a round-about way,but which, if it
benot quite terrible, is certainly amusing. Some time ago the Cook-
town Independent,a newspaper published iva remote and tropicaltown in Queensland, threatenedall kinds of awful things against the
theFrench in the Pacific, the very least of which was the seizure of
New Caledonia, which as a settlement of incurable convicts would
doubtlessbe a brilliant acquisition, if it were only for the sake of
putting Australian settlers inmind of old times. The Neo-Caledonien
took over the thunderbolts, which,in some way or another, werecon-
veyed to Noumea,andin turn transmitted them to France, where
they Beem to have taken dueeffect. The PetitMarseillais,therefore,
pnblishesa warlike article in reply, and calls upon theRepublican
Government to establish New Caledonia as a naval and military
■tationof the first rank. But since the famous ]day on which the
Skibbereen Eagle threatened the Czar of Russia, and, by fixing its
eyd upon him, made that potentate quail in his jack boots Czar
Nicholasalwajrs wore them,;at least in Punch— nothing has beenbeard of like this. Did our remote editor indeed, ruminating per.
spiringly among his mangroves andmosquitos,and chieflyconcerned
togetrid of the superflous heat as best he might, realise what he
wasdoing f Itis a tour de force that should be answered for which
creates a French fortress to menace our settlements in these seas.
The CooktownIndependentis indeed apower in thehemisphere.

At the great demonstration of the LondonRadicals, held in
Trafalgar Square,on August 27th. to denounce the proclamation of
the League, a resolution condemning the measure as an iniquitous
interference with the right of combination, was moved by the Hon.Hamilton Bromby, of Tasmania. Our readers will remember that
aome fewyearsago, Mr. Bromby visitedNew Zealand, delivering in
several plaecs an extremely powerful lecture onIrish history. As
the Irishquestion had not then secured any share of the interest or
support since accorded toitin the Colony. Mr. Bromby deservedall
the credit due toa courageouspioneer,and as such, should be remem-
beredamong us. We arehappy to see that hes istill boldly adhering
tothe course on whichhe entered,motu proprio,withsuch spirit and
ability.
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8 enlargement, therefore, of our staff ofreligious teachers maybe lookedon as auspiciousin several rupee"and wearehappy to give them a hearty welcome,in whichweareconvinced our readerswillsincerely join with us.

ordinary fortnightly meetingof the Dunedin branchof theHibernian Society washeldon Tuesday evening atSt.Joseph'sschool-room. Thebalancesheet for thepast quarter showedthe branch tobemaking goodprogress, over20 newmembershavinglatelyjoined. Onecandidatewasinitiatedand two proposedfor membership. The sickfundnowamountstoover £500. Thesecretary. Brother Cunningham,wasgranted leave of absence to visit the West Coast on business Itwasresolved to hold the 14th annual sportson Boxing-day, anditwas suggested as a sourceof extra attraction that a hurling matchbetween townand country players should takeplace. The Secretary
reported that thetickets for a concert in aid of an invalid brotherwerebeingdisposed of rapidly. After further business of a routinenature, the meetingclosed in the usual manner.

A discovery of natuialgas made in the provinceofWellingtonand which is pronounced fit for all the coarser purposes that gas is'wed for, is a little clouded by calculahons thathave recently beenpublished concerning the gas districts of the United States. Anawfulexample isquoted from China, where,itis said,a whole territorywas exploded,and a like fate is predicted for the country of whichttttsburg is the [centre. Towmjand fields will disappear, they say,with sudden commotion, anda lake will fill thevast abyss. If suchbe truly theprospectopenedby utilising such discoveries it may beas well to let the Wellington treasure-trove exhaust itself withoutinterference. The mysteries contained by the bowels of the earth inthe North Islandhave alreadymanifested themselves ina somewhat
ominous fashion, and discretionin this instance mayprove thebetter
part of industry, as well as generally of valour. But then,be it also"aid, there is everyreason tosuspect that the impending fate of the
Americangas districtsmaybe aninventionof thesmarter journalism
not whollyunknownin the States.

Mr. Chamberlain is then gone at last to take up his duties asPresident of the OaaadiaaFisheries Comraisjion. Bat what was the
meaningof his tour ia Ulster made previous to his departure? By
acommon consent aad as we indeed ourselves perceived when the
appointment was first announcedhere his acceptanceof theposition
was due to the necessity he was under of escaping fromthe predica-
ment in which he could no longer continue his career as a LiberalUnionist, and darenot openly join the Tories. Has his Ulster cam-
paign heen undertaken to make the way srmob-i for him on his
returnand will he come back as a full fledged followerof Lord Salis-
bury. Tbere is not much good now in his returning in any other
character for as a consistent Liberalhe can never again put in anappearance. ,.
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A long felt want supplied.
—

By an entirely new process Mr
Armstrong, dentist,is enabled to extract teeth without the slightest
pain, or unpl,-as.Nt after effects. For years past Mr. Armstrong's
artificial work nas- given not only entire satisfaction, but healthcomfort, happiness,and beauty. He is now in a position tosupply
thebest American andBritish dentistry at one half former charges.
Preservationof natural teetha specialty. Note address,172, Princesstreet, exactly opposite Cargill's Monument— advt.]

Those requiring the services ox a dentist should call onMessrs
Myebsand Co., Dentists, Octagon,corner of George street. They
guaranteehighest class workatmoderate fees. Their artificial teeth
gives general satisfaction,and the fact of them supplying a tern
porary denture while the gums are healing does away with the
inconvenienceof beingmonths without teeth. They manufacture a
single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally moderate.
The administration of nitrous oxidegas is also a greatboon to those
eedng the extractionof a tooth. Reii

—
[advt.]

A requisition toMr. R. H. Leary to allow himself to be again
nominated for the Dunedin Mayoralty will be found elsewhere.

Orders for the Australasian Catholic Directory for 1888 willbereceived by Mr.James Dunne, 141 George street, Dunedin. Orders
immediately forwarded will be supplied at Sydney prices.

The great sale of the Continental Boot Depot, Princes street,Dunedin, is about to clofe. The opportunity of obtaining almost
incredible bargains will be lost by those who loiter.

The Catholic Book Depot,Barbadoes street,Christchurch, is nowdistinguished by two excellent things that should recommend it
heartily to the patronage of the Catholics of the Colony—

that is to
say, a fine new stock of publicationsand a great decrease in prices.

The prospectus of the Fair Maid and Gladstone Gold-Mining
Company will be found in another place. A most promising oppor-
tunity for investment is evidently offered by the proposedunder-
taking.

We refer our readers to anadvertisement of theColonialMutualLife Assurance Society,Limited, appearing in another column. Wehave reason to believe that the progress of the office is without
parallel in the history of the life assurance. The Society is repre-
sentedinNew Zealand by a strong directorate, containing the names
of Sir Robert Stout, the Hon. W. J. M.Larnach, th " llo\ GeorgeM'Lean, Mr. E. J. bpence,etc. The special feature cf tl,oColonial
Mutualis its modified tontine system, which combines life assurance
witha really good and profitable investment. We confidently recom-
mend the consideration of the Society's prospectus to intending
assurers. Its accumulated funds exceed £700,000, while its annual
incomeexceedsaquarter of a million.


