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This enlargement, therefore, of our staff of
ay be looked on as suspiclcos in several respects,
to give them a hearty welcome, in which we ar®
ders will sincerely join with ug,

. THE otdinary fortuightly meeting of the Dunedin branch of the
Hibernian Bociety wag held on Tuesday evening at 8t. Joseph's school.
Toom, The balance sheet for the past quarter showed the branch to be
msking good progress. over 20 pew members having latelyjoined. Oge
eandidate was initiated aad two proposed for membarship, The sick
fund now amounts to aver £500, Thesecretary, Brother Cunningham,
waa granted leave of absence to visit the West Coast on busivess, It
wag resolved to hold the 14th annpal sperts on Boxing-day, and it
Waa suggested as a soarce of extra attraction that s hurling match
between town and country players should take place, The Secretary
reported that the tickets for a concert in aid of an invalid brother
wera being disposed of rapidly, After further business of a routina
nature, the mesting closed in the usual manner,

A DISCOVERY of natural gas made in the province of Wellington
and which is pronounced fit for all tha coarsar purposes that gas is’
used for, is a little clonded by calculations that have recently been
published concerning the gas districts of the United Btates, An
awful example is quoted from China, where, it ia said, & whole territory
wan exploded, and a like fate ig predicted for the country of which
Pitteburg ie the fcentre, Town:}and fields will disappeas, they say,
with sudden commotion, and a Iake will fill the vast abyss, If such
be truly the prospect opened by utilising such discoveries it may be
a8 well to let the Wellington treasure-trove exhaust itself without
Interference, The mysteries contained by the bowels of the earth in
the North Island have already manifeated themselves in a somewhat
ominous fashion, and diseretion in thisinstance may prove the better
part of induatry, as well as generally of valour. But then, be it aleo
said, there is every reason to suepect that the impending fate of the
American gag districts may be an invention of the smarter journalism
not wholly unknown in the States.

We (8ydney” Nationy are pleased to note that the Marist Brothers
8t Bt. Joseph's College, Hunter's Hill, have been exceedingly enceess-
ful in this year's University Public exawinations, having passed all
the boys (viz. 5), sent for the Senior Examination: It was intended
to bave sent up mare, but the altering of the date of the examination
trom November, as it used to be, to September, this year, somewhat
interfered with the work of other intended candidates. It may not
be generaliy known that there is now no High School for boys at
Bt. Patrick's, Bydney ; that branch having been transferred, some
time back, to Bt, Mary's, Three of the boys attending the latter schoo]
were successful in the Senior Exsmination,

WE oftea hear of the benefits of the Press, Wa receive an illus-
tration of its dangers, in rather a round-about way, but which, if it
be not quite terrible, is certainly amusing. Some time ago the Caok-
town Independent, a newspaper published in a remote and tropical
town in Queensland, threatened all kinds of awful things against the
the French in the Pacific, the very lsast of which wae the geizare of
New Caledonis, which as a settlement of incurable convicts would
donbtless be a brilliant acquisition, if it wers only for thes sake of
putting Australian settlers in mind of old timss, The Neo- Caledonicn
took over the thunderbolts, which, in some way or another, were con-
veyed to Noumes, and in tora transmitted them to France, where
they seem to have taken dne effect. Tha Petit Marseillais, therefore,
publishes a warlike article in reply, and calls apon the Republican
Government to establich New Caledania as a naval and military
station of the firet rank, Bot since the famous|day on which the
Bkibbereen Eagls threatened the Czar of Bussia, and, by fixing its
eye upon him, made that potentate quail in his jack boots—Czar
Nicholas always wore them, 'at least in Punch—nothing has been
beard of like this, Did our remote editor indeed, rumioating per.
spiringly among his mangroves and mosquitos, and chiefly concerned
to get rid of the superfious heat as best he might, realise what ho
was doing t 1t 18 a Zour de foree that should be answered for which
creates & French fortress to menace onr settlements in these seas,
The Cooktown Indapendent is indeed & power in the hemisphere,

AT the great demonstration of the London Radicals, held in
Trafalgar SBquare, on August 27th. to dencunce the proclamation of
the League, a resolution condemning the measure as an iniquitous
interference with the right of combination, was moved by the Hon,
Hamilton Bromby, of Tasmania, Our readers will remember that
some few years ago, Mr. Bromby visited New Zealand, delivering in
eaveral plaecs an extremely powerful lecture on Trish history. As
the Irish gquestion had not then secured apy share of the interest or
support since accorded toitin the Colony. Mr, Bromby deserved all
the credit due to a courageons pioueer, and as such, should be remem-
bered among ns. We are happy to see that hes istill boldly adbering
to the course on which he entered, mots proprie, with such spirit and
ability,

Mr, Chamberlain is then gone at last to take up his datiss as
Prasident of the Canadiaa Fisheries Commission. But what was tha
meaning of his tour in Ulster made previous to hie departare —By
4 gommon condent and as we indeed ourselves porezived when tha
appointment was firab announced here his acceptance of the position
was due to the necessity he was under of escuping from the pradica-
ment in which he could no longer cootinue his career asa Libaral
Unionist, and dare not opealy join the Tories. Has his Ulster cams
paign heen undertaken to make she way smoobs for him on his
return and will he come back as a full ladged follower of Lord Salis-
bury. Taere is not much good now in his returning in any other
character for ag a cousistent Liberal he can never again pat in an
appearance.

ACCORDIXG to the report of the Eeko de ia France Catholigns
the New Hehrides appear to be islands that possess many valuable
foatures, but the guestion of whose permanent fertility seems donbiful,
Among the indigenous prodnets are several kinds of fruit, and . those
of the tropics and of southern Hurope are coosidered likely to
succeed there, The recognised native quadruped sppears to be &
curions combination of two acimals that elsewhere are comsidered
least alike—~that s the pig and the deer, if, at least, we may judge by
the name of vochon-cerf given to it by the French, The dogs of the
islands, which were probably introdeced from Europe, have, strange
to say, lost 1heir power of barking, and, perbaps, this may be a case
for the consideration of the Darwinists, Are the brates, par hasard
about to develop a taste for talking and is their conversation destined
to be held in French, in English,or the native tongue, The ‘Yagabond '
who is the master of all sciences, as well as of everything else thag
can be known, might perhaps, investigate the matter with profit oo
his pext visit to the islands, and some of the rérérends might give
bim a8 exact information on the subject as they apparently have
given him or others connected with théir mission. The islaods, how-
ever, cannot become & place of general Huropean settlement, ‘The
fever which prevails, owing to missma arising from the soil, although
not fatal in itself, puts an end to thut., The precsutions necessary
to ita probable avoidance are, we are told, the iollowing.—An airy
dwelling, raised as high as possible from the ground ; a regular life
free from all excess, especially in stroog liguors ; a change of clothes
when wet by the rain ; freedom from exposure to the noonday sun,
and no attempt when fasting to break the soil for caltivation. But
ordinary colonists could never subjest themselves to such a discipline
as this, The water algo, no matter how clear it may seem, is dan.
geroas to drink, The iclands, then, woald hardly even be snitable
for settlements of the recidivists, unless death from sickness wer
substituted for the guillotine,
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A long felt want supplied~—~By an entirely new process MT
Armstrong, dentiat, is enabled to extract teeth without the slightest
pain, or uupl-as. nt after effects, For years past Mr. Armstrong's
artificial work nas given not only entire satisfaction, but hearlth
comfort, happiness, and beanty. He ia now in a position to sapply
the best American and British dentistry at one half former charges,
Preservation of natural teeth a specialty, Note address, 172, Princes
street, exactly opposite Cargill’s Monument—ADYVT.]

Those requiring the services oo a dentist should call on Messrs
Mygrs and Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George street, They
guarantee highest class work a$ moderate fees, Their artificial testh
gives general satisfaction, and the fact of them supplying a tem
porary denture while the gums are healing does away with the
inconvenience of being months without teeth. They manufacture a
glogle artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally moderate,
The administration of nitrous oxide gas is also a great boou to those
sedng the extraction of a tosth. Rewvi —[aDvr.]

A requisition to Mr. R. H. Leary to allow himself to be again
nominated for the Dupedin Mayoralty will be found elsewherg,

Orders for the Australasian Catholic Directory for 1888 will be
received by Mr, James Duone, 141 George street, Dunedin, Orders
immediately forwarded will be supplied at 8ydney prices,

The great sale of the Contiuvental Boot Depot, Princes street,
Dunedin, is about to clore, The opportunity of obtaining almost
incredible bargains will be lost by those who loiter,

The Catholic Book Depot, Barbadoes street, Christehnreb, is row
distinguished by two excellent things that should recommend it
heartily to the patronage of the Catholics of the Colony—that is to
say, a fine new atock of publications and s great decrease in prices,

The prospectus of the Fair Maid and Gladstone Gold-Mining
Company will be found in another plage. A most promiging opporx-
tunity for investment is evidently offered by the proposed under-
taking.

%Te refer our readers to an advertisement of the Colonial Mutoal
Life Assurance Society, Limited, appearing in another column, We
have reason to believe that the progress of the office is withcut
parallel in the history of the life assurance. The Bociety is repre-
sented in New Zealand by a strong directorate, containing the names
of Bir Robert Stout, the Hon. W. .I. Bl. Larcach, th - lir. Georgo
M‘Lean, Mr, E, J. Speoce, etc, The special feature f tuo Colonial
Mutnal is ite modified tontine system, which combines life aspurance
with a really good snd profitable investment, We confidently recom-
raend the consideration of the Bociety's prospectns to intending
sesurers, Its accumulated funds exceed £700,000, while its annual
income exceeds a quarter of & million,



