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Ip M1, Fergus succeeds in finding a way to relieve gaol-warders
of the duty of flogging prisoners, as he has conditionally given his
promige to Dr. Fitchett to do, he will have done something in the
service of humanity, Of the brutalising effects of the duty in question
we find for example an illustration in & late number of the Pail Mall
Wacstie, An Eye-Witness, who gives a report of what he had seen
in connection with the whipping of two children, gentenced in an
English town to such punishment, thus describes the brutalising
effect produced on the constables eo employed :—* If the constable
who administers the bireh fails to draw blood, be is subjected to al
the chaff and banter imaginable among his com panions, and althongh
the police conatable can &8 a rule stand a good deal, a line must be
drawn gomewhere, and they are, according to my experience gener-
tally found inclined to draw it at chaff, “ God, Jack, 1 did lay
it on to that —— kid that was to have the six strokes this morning.
I fetched the blood oat of him like ——, The poot lithle —— won’t
be able to sit down for & ~— month, T'l] lay my lifo.’ I heard a black-
guard of aconstable remark to another constable, ina town a few miles
from thatin which the prison was situated, in which I witnessed the
birchings, ‘But you bave not got half 5 —— musele,” rejoined his
blackguardly companion, *Iwould have killed the young ~— if I
had been on to him.' “And,” adds the writer, % thege are the men
who are told off to punish poor little defenceiess mortals, who have
made & trivial transgression of the laws of their country, and who
are led to the whipping-form like lambs in her Majesty’s name,”
As to the matter of whipping itself, we bave nothing to say. What
we wonld inguire into is the degree in which the occapation brutal-
iges the men enpaged in it. That they are brutalised and heavily
brutalised is evident, and is it prudent to subject respsctable men
in our own prisons to & trainiug that has most probably had a chiet
part in this ! Dir. Fitchett has done well in raiging the question in
Partiament, and Mr. Fergus will do better still if he gives it due
consideration,

——

818 WiLLTAM HARCOWRT, speaking in the House of Commons
on Sept, 12,quoted the St James's Gasetic as suggesting that machine
guns sbould be used against the lrish pesple :—The most detestable
and scandalous language bas been used by the Timse,” 8ir William
went on, “ for the express purpose of driving the Irish to revolt—
language auch ag never before degraded the press of a free country,
X the adrice of the Unioniet press had been followed, what, between
machine guns, evictions and Tory landlords, soon very few Irish
people would be left.”—~Buat it has always been plain that eventual
slaaghter was what the extreme members of the pariy looked toas
the great desideratvwm, If, provok=d by the prudence and calmness
of the Irish people, in whose continuance the speaker expressed his
confidence, they are now more furiously sppzaling to their chosen
remedy, there iy nothing to astonish us, And, it we may judge by
what has occarred at Mitchelstown, pradence and ealmness will prove

no hindrance, Iieland depeads for safety on the Tories’ dread of the
Eaoglish magses.

Tae {predictions of M. Vambery, the Cassandra of Central
Asia, apparenils draw nearer every day to their fulfilment. M,
Vambery foretold some montha ago that Russia wounld bring about
the escape of Ay.ub Ehan from Persia with the intention of over-
turning the Epglish allianca with Afghanistan, And now behold
the brince is at liberty, all the reports that spoke of his death or
capture proving false—and is engaged in organising a rebsllion
against the /Ameer, Russian Rrewspapers, meantime, declare that
their country will not netively side against England, but that she
will not bind herself to abstain from profiting by the results that
may hefall. Never befors was & Goverment with their eyes open and
fully warned by competent anthority so befooled as that of England
has been in all the transactions alluded to, The only consolation
is, perhaps, that they conld net help themse!ves—and it would have
been vaia for them to struggle against fate,

WHILE disatisfaction ia growing among the English people, it
seems sadly out of place that a parliamentary leader like Mr. Cham-
berlain should occupy bimself, as he is a present, by fomenting
division and discontent in Ireland. All tha result of his work there
can but be at the vtmost the renewal of st1ife that hag exjated for

ages
and of which nothiag but evil has ever come.

Ir it be true, as the cable reports, that the Pope bas appointed a
commission of Cardinals to arrange a medus rivendi with the Kingdom
of Italy, the question of eunciliation lias taken a practical form even
fooner lhan it was expected. We do not, however, attribute too much
importance to such reports, and we shonld be very guardeld io receiv.
ing a8 genuine any information given on the eubject. Wedo not know |
whether the anouncement that the Holy Father will preside persoaally |
st the opening of the Jubilee exhibition may he taken as a token of |
an expectation entertaiced by him of & freer method of life ere long
than thet to which he has so far during his pontificate been confined,
But we think that, without presumption, it may possibly be go iuter- l

breted. The matter; however, rests entirely within the judgment of
the Pope, who alone uunderstands the position thoroughly, and the
Catholic world will implicitly follow his decision,

THE coroner's jury have returned a verdict of wiltnl murder
againat the police inspector and five of the constables scconntable
for the death of the two men killed at Mitchelstown, This, however,
by ne means implies that the men will be duly punished for their
crime. The manner in which the policemen who kille Hanlon at
Yooghal was dealt with is enough to assure us of this, And, izdeed,
we might also gather as miich from the release of the soldiers Tecently
sentenced to imprisonment for riot and violent conduet towards the
people. Bat Ireland is in the hands of men, one of whose organs
Tecommends that machine.guns may be incontinently employed for
the maintenance of law and erder—and what is the value of a life or
two under such eirenmstancés? The coroner's verdict is, perkaps, &
sure recommendation to promotion, and it is certain to result in
rofusal of the Government to prosecute, if carried ao far,
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A DOUBT has arisen as to whetber the man executed for the
murder of the late D'Arcy M'Gee was the man who actoally com.
mitted the crime. It is stated that there 'are gronad s to ‘believe
that the marderer is stiil living and at large, Whalen, who was
executed, is paid to have acted like anything rather than a guilty

man, but to have given reason to suspect that he knew more than he
chose to reveal.

ON Mr. O'Brien’s arrest at Kingstown he was condemned to Cork
geol-but not before, it will bs remembered, he had delivered a definnt
and spirited speech to a public audisnce in Dublin—where he was

accommodated with a cell niae fees long by four broad, and in every
particular a ¢ black hole,” He was afterwards liberated on bail bat
the G vernment have given him a foretaste of what is in store for
him, i they ever mansge finally to lay their cluiches on kim,
It is no sinecure to be an Irish patriot as things now are, but the men
are made of the right stuff, and there will be no failure on their part,
By the time Ireland obtains s parliament of her own she bids fair to
see it led by a band of well-tried heroes, Mr. O’Brien, coming out of
his narrow cell resolved, if needful, to return there, Mr. Dillon
struggling alone with the police at Mitehelstown, these are the men
whom their country may well be proud of and not Mucius Bemrola

himself could give to the enemy a finer example of what they have
to contend against. Theirs is the spirit of Ireland and it must neads
prove indomitable.

A TRADES congress at which socialistic tendencies were shown
foliowed up by largely attended and somewhat riotous meetings,
of the unemploved in London, is a significant hiot of trouble to
come, that cannot safely be neglected, It is bardly & time to settle
the matter by the contcmptuous dismissal given by the aldermen at
the Mansion Hoase tos deputation from the great meeting held on
Monday, in Trafulgar Bquare. The men already knew that the work-
honse authorizies, to whom these comfortable citizens referred them,
were appointed for their relief, but the relief they would give wag
evidently not such as they chose to avail themsslves of, The insnlt
was reckless as it was harsh and ecruel, It wag buat nataoral tnat the
peopleshould be incensed by it, and had they gueceeded in their march
on the city, the magnates who offendad them might have had causoe to
regret their action, Effective for a time, however, as the resistance
of the police may be, it ecan only help for the moment in repressing
the results of a cause that requires wise and sufficient treatment,
It iz to b regretted ihat the mea ia whosa harnds the Government
of England is at present, even if they had not otherwise managed to

fill their hands bayond :heir grasp, are hardly calculated to deal with
the difficulty,

THE open advoeacy of socialistic principles by the workingmen
ta Bnglaud, and the riotous broceedings, and mouster meevings of the
unemployed in Lhndon, take an additional significance from the
presence of men excaptionally quiified to lead in a popular disg.
turbance, There is, for example, Victor Dave, of whom the Pail
Mall Gagette gives skateh, and who is an anarchist of an undoubt-
ediy d ngerous naturs.] As depicted by the Gazétte, we may take him
for an unscrupulous adventarer, possessed of all the philasophic pre-
tences and jargom, by which a mob of tha presaat day, may be
deceived and mastered. and vapable of exeiting them to any extremes
of roffiaciem that might suit his purpose. The people and their
leaders with whom the Government may have ¢ do i England bid
faiz wraly to fulfil all the accusations that have been falsely brought
against those in Ireland, to whose ruin the Government is tatuously
devotiag all its powers, Perhaps, after all, 1t may oot ba on some
foreiga battie fleid, bat in the strcets of the great English cities,

thac the cause ot Lreland will be fought vut, And, if ko, Nemesig will
be complete.



