
Thecoroner's jury have returned a verdict of wilful murderagainst the policeinspector and five of the constables accountablefor the deathof the two menkilledatMitchelstown. This,howeverby no meansimplies that themen will be duly punished for theircrime. The mannerin which the policemen who kille Hanlon atTooghalwasdealtwith is enough toassureus of this. And,indeed,
we might alsogather asmuchfromthe release »f the soldiersrecently
sentenced to imprisonment lor riot and violent conduct towardsthe
people. ButIreland is<in the hands of men, one of whose organsrecommends thatmachine-guns may be incontinentlyemployed forthemaintenanceof law and order— and whatis the valueof a life ortwounder such circumstance's? The coroner's verdict is, perhaps,asure recommendation topromotion, and it is certain to resultin arefusalof the Governmentto prosecute, if carried so far.

v
Mr. Fergus succeeds in finding a way torelieve gaol-wardersofthe duty of flogging prisoners, as he has conditionally given hispromise to Dr. Fitchett to do,he will have done something in the"erv.ee of humanity, Of the brutalising effects of thedutyinquestionwe find for example anillustrationina latenumberof thePallMattWatstU. Au Bye-Witness, who gives a report of whathe had seeninconnection with the whipping of two children, sentenced in anEnglish town to such punishment, thus describes the brutalisingeffect producedon the constables so employed :—

"Ifthe constablewho administersthe birch fails to draw blood,he ib subjected toallhechaff and banter imaginable amonghis companions,andalthoughthepoliceconstable can as a rule stand a good deal,a line mustbedrawn somewhere, and they are, according to my experiencegener-rally foundinclined to draw it at chaff. « God, Jack,1did layiton to that kid that was tohave the six strokes this morning.Ifetched theblood out ofhim like . Thepoor little won'tbe ableto sit down fora month,I'll lay my life.'Iheardablack-guard of aconstable remark toanother constable,ina towna fewmilesfrom that in which the prisonwassituated,in whichIwitnessed thebirchmgs, « But youhave not gothalf a muscle,1rejoined hisblackguardlycompanion, '
Iwould havekilled the young if Ihad,been on tohim.' "

And," adds the writer.
"

these are the menwhoare told off to punish poor little defenceless mortals, who havemade a trivial transgression of the laws of their country, and whoare led to the whipping-form like lambß in her Majesty's name."As to thematterof whipping itself, we have nothing to say. Whatwe would inquireinto is the degree in which the occupation brutal-ises the menengaged in it. That they are brutalised and heavilybrutalised is evident, andis it prudent to subject respectable menin our own prisons to a trainiug thathas most probably had a chief
part in this f Dr.Fitchetthas done well in raising the question inParliament,and Mr. Fergus will do better still if he gives it dueconsideration.

SibWilliam Haeoowbt,speaking in the House of CommonsonSept.12,quoted the StJames's Gametteas suggesting thatmachineguns should be used against the Irish people :— The most detestableanascandalouslanguage has been used by the Time*." Sir Williamwenton," for the express purpose of driving the Irish to revolt-language such as neverbefore degraded the press of a free countryIfthe advice of the Unionistpress hadbeen followed,what, betweenmachine guns, evictions and Tory landlords, soon very few Irishpeople would be left."— Bui it has always been plain that eventual■laughter was what tne extreme members of the par*;y looked toasthe great desideratum. If,provoked by the prudence and calmnessof the Irishpeople,in whose continuance the speaker expressed hisconfidence, they are now more furiously appealing to their chosen
remedy, there is nothing to astonish us. And, if we may judge bywhathas occurred at Mitchelstown,prudence andcalmness will proveaohindrance. lieland depends for safetyon the Tories' dread of theEnglish masses.

A doubthas arisen as to whether the man executed for themurder of the late D'Arcy M'Gee was the man who actually com.mitted the crime. It is stated that there |are groundbto 'belieTethat the murderer is still living and at large. Whalen, who wasexecuted, issaid to have acted like anything rather than a guilty
man, but tohavegiven reason to suspect thatheknewmore thanhechose toreveal.

Off Mr.O'Brien's arrestat Kingstownhe wascondemned to Corkgaol-but not before,it will be remembered,.he had delivereda defiant
and spirited speech to a public audience in Dublin— wherehe wasaccommodated witha cell nine feet long by four broad, andin everyparticulara"

black hole." He was afterwards liberatedon bail but
the G vernment have given him a foretaste of whatis in store forhim, i they ever manage finally to lay tbeir clutches on him.It isno sinecure to be an Irish patriotas things now are,but the menaremade of the right Rtuff,and there will be no failure on their part.By the time Irelandobtainsa parliamentof her ownshe bids fair toseeitledby abandof well-triedheroes. Mr. O'Brien,coming outofhis narrow cell resolved, if needful, to return there. Mr. Dillon
struggling alone with the police atMitcbelstown, theseare the menwhom their country may well be proudof andnot Mucius Scsevolahimself could give to the enemy a finer exampleof what they haveto contend against. Theirs is the spirit of Irelandanditmust need«prove indomitable.

A tbades congress at which socialistic tendencies were shownfollowed upby largely attended and somewhat riotous meetings,of the unemployed in London, is a significant hint of trouble tocome, that cannot safely be neglected. Itis hardly a time tosettlethe matterby the contemptuous dismissal given by the aldermenattheMansion House toa deputation from the great meeting held onMonday,in Trafalgar Square. The menalreadyknew that the work-house authorities, to whom these comfortable citizens referred themwereappointed for their relief, but the relief they would give wagevidently not such as they chose to avail themselves of. The insult
was reckless as it washarsh and cruel. It was but natural tnat the
peopleshould be incensedby it,andhad theysucceeded in theirmarch
on the city, themagnates who offended themmight havehadcauseto
regret their action. Effective for a time, however,as the resistanceof the policemaybe, itcan only help for the moment in repressingthe results of a cause that requires wise and sufficient treatmentIt is to b3b3 regretted that the men in whose hands the Governmentof England is atpresent, even if they had not otherwise managed tofill their handsbeyond their grasp, arehardly calculated todeal withthe difficulty,

The (predictions of M. Vambery, the Cassandra of CentralAsia,apparently draw nearer every day to their fulfilment. M.Vambery foretold some months ago that Russia would bring aboutthe escape of Ayuub Khan from Persia with the intentionof over-turning the English allianc? with Afghanistan. And now beholdthe Prince is at liberty, all the reports that spoke of his death or
capture proving false— and is engaged in organising a rebellion
against the;Ameer. Russian newspapers, meantime, declare thattheir country will not actively side against England, but that she
willnot biDd herself to abstain from profiting by the results thatmaybefall. Never before was aGoverment with their eyes open andfully warned by competent authority ao befooledas that of Englandhas been in all the transactions alluded to. The only consolation
is, perhaps, that they could not help themselves— and it wouldhavebeen vain for them to struggle against fate.

While disatisfactiou is growing among the English people itseems sadly out of place that a parliamentary leader like Mr. Cham-berlain should occupy himself, as he is at present, by fomentingdivisionand discontent in IreUnd. All the rwsult of his work therecan butbe at theutmost the renewalof stiife that has existedfor a^esand of which nothing but evil has evercome.
°

The open advocacy of socialistic principles by the workingmenmEngland, and the riotousproceedings,andmonstermeetings of theunemployed in Lnndon, take an additional significance from thepresence of men exceptionally quihfied to lead in a popular dig-
turbance. There is, for example, Victor Dare, of whom the PallMall Gazette gives sketch, and who is ananarchist of anundoubt-edly d ingerousnature.; As depictedby the Gazette, wemay take himfor an unscrupulous adventurer,possessed of all the philosophicpre-tences anl jargon, by which a mob of the pres3nt day, may bedeceivedand mastered,and capableof excitingthem toany extremesof ruffianism that might suit his purpose. The people and theirleaders with whom the Governmentmay have tjdo ia England bidfair iruly to fulfil all the accusations thathave been falsely broughtagainst those in Ireland, to whose ruin the Government is fatuously
devoting all its powers, Perhaps,after all, it may not be on someforeign battle field, but in the streets of the great English cities,that the cause ot Ireland will be fought out. And,if so,Nemesiswillbe complete.

Iffitbe true,as the cible reports, that the Pope has appointed a
commission of Cardinals toarrangeamtdus vivtndiwith theKingdom
of Italy, the question of conciliatioa has taken a practic.il form°evensoonerIhan it wasexpected. We do not,however,attribute too muchimportance to such repoits,and wehhould be veryguarded in receiv-ing as genuine any informationgivenon the wibject. Wedonot knowwhetherthe anouncement thattheHoly Father willpresidepersonally
At the opening of theJubilee exhibitionmay be taken as a token ofan expectationentertained by him of a freer method of life ere longthan that to which he has so far duiing bis pontiiicate been confinedBut we think that, withoutpresumption, it may possibly be so iuter-
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preted. The matter,- however,rests entirely within the judgment ofthe Pope,who alone understands the position thoroughly,and theCatholic world will implicitly follow his decision.
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