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even before it, they are very doubtful. The Scotsman, for
example, some years ago published an article in which the
writer affirmed that the results of a carefal inquiry had con-
vinced bim that a large percentage of the pupils who had
sttended the Scotch schools, in a fow years afterwards, had
forgotten all that they had learned, including even the art of
reading, What is still more to the purposs, again, the Royal
Commission lately held in England on the work of the publie
schools has brought gut the fact of a similar forgetfulness.
Youug people ,who had spent the required time at school, on
resenting themselves' afterwards at the nigit-schools, have
n found to be in a complete state of ignorance. And this
is & condition of things that must be promoted by the nature
of an educational system by which the pupil on leaving school
is lost sight of, and no longer forms an object of interest for
snyone belonging to the educational staff of the country.
Its remedy is only to be found in = system under which the
late pupils would continue to receive due care and attention—
such as might, and for the most part would certainiy, be
bestowed upon them by the patrons of denominational schools.
The poor man, then, not only pays for the education of
his wealthy neighbour’s children, while hiz own must leave
off their studies, but recéives for all his share of the benefits
an imperfect equipment for his children, which is insufficient
probably to be of any practical use to thew, and which may
be altogether lost by them bafore many months have expired.,
Into the provisions of retrenchiment, therefgre, the educa-
tional taxation of the Colony may very well enter, for, as we
see, nothing can be more unjust than its present apportion-
ment. It is unfair to the isolated country settler, ag it is to
the Catholic everywhere, and it is unfair especially to the poor
man, from whose slender resources it takes for the benefit of
the wealthy—conferring upon him instead at best an imper-
feet and probably a totally worthless and useless return,

Tue Most Rev, Dr. Moran was expected to return from Melbourne
by the 4.8, Mararoa, which arrived at Port Ohalmers on Monday, and
preparations had been made for the presentation. to which we have
already several times alluded, tn take place on Wadnesday evening.
4 letter, however, waa received from the Bishop to the effect that he
bad acceded to the request of the Archbishop of Melbourne that he
would delay his retura for another week-—to which he cousented the
more readily since some nuns of the Dominican Order, destined for
Duned!n, had arrived at Adelaide, and bis Lordship desired to accom-
pany them in their passage to this Colony. It is expected that the
Bishop will certainly reach Dunedin on Tuesday, and as the presen-
tation will most probably be made to him on Wednesday evening, it
is requested that those who have still contributions to the testimonial
o forward will do so by Monday, or Tuesday at Iatest,

THE Venerable Archdescon Coleman was present on Wednes-
day evening ab the meeting of the Confraternity of Our Lady of
Perpetual Buccour in St. Joseph's Cathedral, Dunedin. The Arch-
deacon delivered to the members a most interesting and practical
disconrse, recommending the frequent reception of the sacraments
and attention to the devotion of the Rosary not Onwl.lhi“ the church

but in their own hounses, He also congratnlated them on their
numercus attendapce.

WE are glad to learn that minieg affaira at the Shotover continue
$0 pressnt most gratifying features, A private message informs us
that in the Gallant Tipperary last week’s scraping resuited in 680zs. of
amalgam from 50 toos of stome. Such tidings are purticularly
cheerful in these depressed times.

THE funeral of Mr, F. J. Tracey, which ook placa last week
in Christchurch, was remarkable for the attendance at it of the
members of the Bicyele Club to which the deceased had belonged,
A procession of cyclists leading their machines foliowed the cortége
to' the New Brighton cemstery, where the Rev, Father O'Hallahan
officiated. The even! is regarded as a gralifying proof of the spirit
of good fellowship' prévailing among thes wheelmen, as well as a
striking testimony to the respeet in which their late comrade had
been held by them, " ' . ) :

' +

WE regret o announce the death of Mrs, Donpélly, 2 lady well-
koown in Dunedin, and for MANY YCArS A& bighly-respgcted member of
8t. Joreph's congregation, which 1ook plade 60 Sundéy at Wellington,
Mrs, Donnelly, who was the mother of ‘Mr, Michael- Dounelly, editor
of the Christchurch Zrlegraph, and of Miss'A.'C. Donnelly with whose
graceful pen most of cur readery are acguainted, had heen in delicate
bealth for some time previous to Qaerdepar!ura from this eity, which
oequrred eome months ag

I
Fa4

. *, 4
- st {GHERLN

MEe. and MyS, AGKEW, we see, have applied to the Duonedin
Charitable ald Board for assistance, bul withoat very much snocesg,
If it be trus, as confidently alleged, that these people were wrongly
deprived of their improvements on their land by & mistake of the
Government, and that in consequence they are unable to live upon it

their case is something more than a hard one to themselves, for it
gives, besides, to all the Qolony an exampls of lasting injustice, It
is mach to be desired that an inguiry may be made into the matter
and that, if restitution be due, it shonld be made without delay,

. Tae second concert for the season of the Choral Bociqty given

in Danedin on Wednesday ovening, proved very succeasful, The

music parformed consisted of Mendelsohn’s “ Hear my Prayer ;"

Raft’s * Morniog Song "; and Sterndale Benpebt’s May Quoeea ";

each of which was rendered with exceptional excellence. The solo

singera were, Mesdames Israel and Gore, Miss Joel, and Megar8
Blenkinsopp, Smith, and Cleghorn, The choras and orchestra were

also very efficient, Mr, Barth, the conductor, is much fo be congra-
tulated on the happy resulta of his labours,

I* we may judge by the liveliness of the debats ox the Address
i Beply when the House meets on the 28th inat., after the adjourn-
ment a stirring fight may be expected on the part of the Opposition.
It is imposgible that Bir Julius Vogel can quietly look on while the
affairg of the Colony are in the hands of a Ministry such as ha
deseribes them to be. According to the worthy Knight, & more com
plete team of non-entities were never got together, and even the
manaer of their getting together ho derides ss irregular jand reprehen-
sible, , Wo db pot, howavar, ses the inconalstency that to Sir Julina
seemad to lie botween dofence and justics, for surely it is justice only
that any civilised community would seck t» visit even upon ano enemy
altempiing to invade their comntry, The combination of publie

works and Maoris, may, perhaps, be a mors legitimate subject for
astonishment, but for our owa part, wa are content that there algo

the situation may be allowed gpaece to develope itself, Poverty, aa
wao know, makes us all acquainted with strange bed-fellows, and
everything that appears to require explanation in the present state of
affairs may be explained by the word Retrenchment,There is whera
our interest centres, at present, and if Major Atkingon ecan show a
fair way of bringing it about witaout at the sams time occasioning
stagnation or retrogression, and we do not now say anything of our
expectations as to the matter, it is to be hopad he will be given time
to try how his plans will work.—But, as we said, if the temper of the
Opposition be aoything like what w2 have already seen when Parlia-
ment reopens, an evil half-hour or two will be experienced there,—
Absit omen! May the resnlta not extend to the Colony in general,

Mr. Laroach who, to do him justice, always showed a disposition
to improve the position of the miners which it is to be desired may
also distinguish his suceessor, has left in the mining statement prepared
by him,and with permission of the Honae laid on the table ; SOME very
important particulars.—~A mining population, he tells us, of 11,782
men pays in the matter of gold daty and other gold-fields revenue a
tax amounting to £3]9% per head.—But to this must be added the
consurption of dutiable goods by a population—including women and
children, of 57,000 persons, amouatiog to 16+ 6d per head, so that
every bread-winuer of those 11,782 miners is annuaily taxed to the
figure of £7 93— Burely this is a atate of things that loudly calls for
amendment.—1s there any other country in the world, it may fairly
bz questioned, that imposes upon the very cream of its population, for
the miners will be acknowledged on all hands to take the lead buth in
intelligence and industry—as well ag in the immense stimulus given
by them to the development of the conntry's resources of all kinds—so
heavy a burden--amounting to a positive prohibition .~~The Minister
for Miues, in whatever combination he may be found, has here an
opening for his relieving genius, and, whatever may be the line that
reirenchment may take, some stretch of liberality must mest this
crying necessity,

—

Isit respectful to the Parliament of the Colony, which Sir. Georga
Grey rightly hailed several years ago as angust,” that its opening
gbould be made the occasion of getting rid of o lo of bad powder
that cumbera the Government stores ?  Buch, at least was the explana.
tion given by the Minister of Defence in replying the other day toa
question asked by Mr. Pyke—who, perhaps, deeiring to forestall
Tatrenchment, seemed anxious about the waste that was made in
firing the vice-regal salute.—Or is there apything deeper in the matter
than meets the(vulgar gaze, Is it meant, par exemple, to typify much
of the eloquence that is about to take placs by an explosion of rubbish ?
We. for our part, are of the impression that if the thing be done at all
it shonld be properly done, and that the salute should be fired in the
very best powdar obtainable, Buoteven £1 9.1 28, the cost of the
salute as stated by the Minister, seems a good deal to pay fur prwder
that ig absolutely worthless, On what, it would be inlereating to
know, dees the Minister base hia caleulations, or i3 a talent for
valuing rubbish also a connecting link between juatice and defsnca ?



