
A CHURCH dedicated under the title of the Purification, but better
known as the Church of the Four Nations— France, Bourgogne,
Lorraine and Savoy— is about to be destroyed to make way for the
continuation of the "Corso Vittorio Emmanuele." Itdates from
1473,and has had anuninteruptedexistencefrom thatdateuntil 1798
when the French

—
the Vandals of tbat period

—
closed it for a

time.
Speaking of theHoly Father in review of his biography by Dr.

O'Beilly, the Independent (Protestant) says: "We learned to ad-
mire himat Benevento and Perugia. One glance atbis living face,
andevena careful Btudy of the admirable engraved portrait which
forma the frontis piece of this work, will show not only the bene-
volenceand stainless purHy of the man, but will give in addition
thekey tohis character, as at oncea churchman to the core, andan
Italiandiplomat,inflexible,adroit,sagacious,intelligent,and who can
be reliedon todo thebest and wisest thing that canbe done withhis
Churchbut alwayson tbe traditional lines.

Tbe BelgianGovernment has authorised fifteen morecommunes
to close their hitherto existing official schools, and

"adopt " tbe
voluntary or Catholic schools in their place.

Cardinal Manning's letter to theBishopof Liege on temperance
has bornegood fruit. Totalabstinence societiesare springibg upall
overBelgium.

The fact that two hundred inmates of St Joseph's Asylum, at
Eighty-ninth streetand AvenueA, New York City, escapedfrom the
midnight fire which ragedin tbemain building recently, shows the
admirable discipline of the institution and the Christian heroism of
the good Sisters in charge. Tbe Sisters are real heroines, and their
devotion to the friendless and suffering makes them fearless in the
hour of danger.

LeoXIII.is one of the most retiring of Popes. He is rarely
Been in his reception robeß, still more difficultis it toobserve him in
his housedress. He sits constantlybefore his enormous artistically
carved writing-deskbidden behindaheapof books, diplomatic letters,
andnewspapers ;rarely be allows himself to be interrupted in his
work in order to listen'to tbepetitionsjof his Maestro di Camera.

The Cardinal-Archbishop of Westminster has just celebrated
the seventy-ninth anniversary of his birthday
His Eminence was born at Totteridge, in Hertfordehire, July 12,.
1808.

The German journalscontinue todiscuss the conciliation question
andsomeof themrefer to apamphletpublishedin 1860, and written
by Peter and Augustus Reichensperger. These prove that the cause
of the Pope interests not only the Catholics but all Powers, and
Germany in particular. They recall also the words of Napoleon to
Montholon: ''

IfIhave thePope with meIcan govern the whole
world." CanEurope thenallow Italy toabsorb the Papacy1

The New Orleans Mcrning Stzr says:
"Aproposof the death

of the Very Rev. Father Dicharry and Rev.Father Kouquette, there
remains withus but few Creole priests. We havenow Rev. Fathers
Reynes,Picheret and Jobard."

Cardinal Newman, at therecent celebration of the Feast of St.
PhilipNeri,at theBirmingham oratory,appearedto be more feeble
thanever. He had to be supported down the steps by two priests,
and whenhe pronounced tbe benediction his voice was not audible
half-way down the church.

General Boulanger's daughter is about tobecome anun.
The Provincial of the German Franciscans of America was sum-

moned by theFather-General of his Order to re'urn toFulda to nego-
tiate the return toGermany ofthe religious underhis sway.A portion
of the German Benedictines will, on the contrary, remain in the
United States, where they havealready founded flourishing establish-
ments. Abbot Hillary Pfraengle, of St Mary's Abbey,diocese of
Newmark,has purchased750 acresofground at Greenborough, Mary-
land, for the erection thereonof amonastery of Benedictine Nuns,
toform theMotherHouse for thatbranch of the Order

Archbishop Elder of Cincinnati has orderedthe Act "of Repara-
tion to the HolyFace, for the sins of thedesecration of the Sunday,
andblasphemy, to be said inall the churchesafter Benediction.

At theunveiling of the statueof the Dominican martyr,Father
Captier. acantatain memory of Pere Oaptier— the words by PereBousseb'n, one of the survivors of the Communist massacre, and the
music by the rector, the Veiy Key. Pere Ligonnet— was admirably
songby thescholars.

Recently, inhis native town of Blois, France, Pere Monßabre,0.P., the eloquentpreacher of Notre Dame,delivered a stirring dis-course in aid of the Association of Christian Schools. There wasa
large congregation. Bishop Laborde prteided, assisted by FrereJoseph,Superior-General of the Brothersof the Christian Schools.

The clergy and faithful of Sondrio will present the Pope with
achime of bells from therenowned foundryPruuieriof Qrosio.TheJesuits propose toerect a college in Colorado, and Denver
peopleareanxious that theircity be chosen as the site for the seat of
learning. Thirty acres of ground have been donated by wealthy
gentlemen. Ten more acresarerequired,butas the party holding
them desires tomakehaywhile the sun shines, itisdoubtfulifsuitable
arrangements canbe made. ColoradoSprings is alsoanxiou9tohave
the college erected there,and for that purpose sent a delegation to
visit the Jesuit Fathers tooffer them110 acresof land and2s.ooodola.The propositionis being considered.In thecourse ofbis appeal to the people of his Archdiocese in
behalfof thenew St. Patrick'schurchin Borne, the eloquent Arch-bishopRyan, of Philadelphia,says :"Itis to be erected in the new
portion of Rome, where a church is much needed. No one can
questionthe fact that the children of St. Patrick havedonemore for
the extension and support of religion than any English-speaking
peoplein the world,anditis appropriatetbat they should build this
representativechurch, and tbat it should bear thenameof the great
Apostleof thenationand their race. Theproposed collection willbe
taken upin thisdiocese ononeofthe Sundays inJuly, tobe designated
by tbe rector of each church."

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin recently ordained at the
ordinations in Maynooth College a very largenumber of studentß who
werepresentedfor the variousorders, 105 received the first tonsure;
92 the lectorebip;95 theorder of acolytea;35 in all were ordainedsubdeacons, 57deacons and 44 priests.

Tne workmenare busily employed in arranging as apermanent
chapel the spacious SalaPaolina,or Hall of the Benediction, above
the atiiumof the basilicaof St. Peter, wherein were performed tho
polemnfunctions of the last canonisations and beatificationsby Leo
XIII. Itis the intentionof His Holiness to makeuse, for the future,
of this chapel for theordinaryPapal functions, hitherto carried out
in the Sistinechapel, which willhenceforthbe reservedentirely, asa
precious monument of art, for thebetter preservation of the invalu-
able frescoes andother mural paintings whichform a fittingcrown to
the inimitableLast JudgmentofMichaelAngelo Buonarotti,to which
the S'stine chapel owesitscelebrity.

News come3from SantaFe diBogota of a moat interestinggift
for the Pontifical Jubilee, to be forwarded by the Diocesan
Committee, whohave in preparation for the Vatican Exhibitiona
collection of articles used by thenative tribes peopling those regions
priorto the Spanieh Conquest, such as weapons, vestments, utensils,
idols, ornaments, etc., constituting a perfect museum, destined to

\ convey an exact idea of the early condition and customs of the
natives, andof their history. At the close of the Vatican Exhibition
this little museum will probably be incorporated in the Borgian
Museum of Propaganda.

In a communicationwhich appears in recent issues of out (Ape
Maria's)English exchargesattention is called to the vulgar error
that the pieces ofthe True Cross preserved in various parts of the
worldsuffice tomake a crossconsiderably larger than tbeone on which
Our Saviour was crucified. There is absolutely no foundation for
this silly statement. As amatter of fact, the relics that are tobe
found wouldnot give, if taken together, a superficies of more than
foar million cubic millimeters

—
a very small part, indeed, of the

materials requiredto make a cross. "This is a truth," remarks the
writer," theknowledgeof whichitis of nolittleimportance todiffuse;
for certain laughingphilosophershavedone considerable mischief to
religionby their exaggerations andsneers withregard to the number
andcharacter of thesacred relics treasuredup iv Europeand Asia."

PrinceB:smarck, while inBerlin recently, inquired into the com-
plaintsmade by Catholic Bishops of the vexatious exercise in Posen
diocese ofthe rightoftheGovernmentto veto,concededunder theagree
ment between Prussia and the Vatican. The local ober president had
vetoed the nominations of parish priests, including the well-known
c'ericalp, I'r. Jazdewski, a deputyof the Reichstag;Dr. Kubowisa.
a director of the seminary, and Father Radziekiski, the former
editorof the Katolik,of Silesia. Prince Bismarck has directed the
oberpresident to reconsiderhis vetoin severalcases. Another nomi-
nationwhichhasprovedoffensive toCatholics wasthat ofHerr Perkuhn
tobeecclesiastical commissioner.Herr Perkuhnacted asadministrator
at Posen during the exileof Cardinal Ledochowski. His methods of
dealing with the clergy were of a high-handed character, and the
people acquireda dislike for dim, and will for Bismarck if he allows
the appointment tostand,

We arehappy,says the Weekly Register, to announce that Mr.
Henry Christie, who has just taken his degree at Christchrrch,
Oxford, has been received into the Church. Mr. Christie, whose
reception took place at the Oratory, is the grandson of Professor
Bonamy Price, and is anephewof the editor of the Guardian.

At ameetingof the Chapter of HexhamandNewcastle, held at
Durham after the funeral of Monsignor Consitt, the Very Rev.
Thomas Wm. Canon Wilkinson was appointed Vicar Capitular.
Canon Wilkinson is the second sonof Mr.GeorgeHutton Wilkin-on.
of Harperley Park, Durham, formerly Recorder of Newcastle, jwkl
first county court judge of Northumberland. The Canon was edu-
cated atHarrow,and subsequently at Durham University, wbern lie
took the degree of B.A. in 1844 and M.A. in 1845. In IB4li ho
becameaCatholic, andstudiedatOscott. He wasordainedpriest iv
1848,andfwMsentona missiontoWalaingham. He wasalso the£ ouo-
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mute"— i.e.,declining to confess or plef.d lo tbeu indictments. By
1iJitding route

'
the prisoner avoided for.'eitore of bis landed pro-

perty,but wascompelled to lie naked on the flour of a gloomy cell
with 'a& great a weightof iron as he could bear andmore

'paced
uponhisbody, His food anddrink, till death releasedhim fromhis
sofferuus or till lie consented to plead wereoccasional morsels of the
of the worst bread' and draughts of stauding water. Yet out of
the tbirly-two Middlesexprisoners in James l's reign, who to aveic
the confiscation of their propertyand the consequent rumof ttulr
descendants, endured the torture, three were women. . . . The
proceedings against Catho'ic recusants were frequeot ;and the list
of recusants' names, which occupies more than thirty pages of the
index,sbouHbe of vaiue to th? genealogist. Mr. Jeaffreaonhas given
the ipHssima vct'oa, ashe puts it,of the most exemplary indictments
of Catholic priests for celebrating Mass, or for be'ng and lemaining
traitorously in tlrs country contrary to the well-kaown statutesof
Elisabeth: Mostof the priests 'put themseWcS guilty,' acd upon
those tbatdid so capital sentence was immediate);^ paf?ed. The
proceedings Kgainet parson?

'for not coming to church
' are also

interesting. The majairy of such person were resolute Catborcs ;
but a Tew were Brownists and members of other sects who had po

sympathy with theRoman fa{ th,whilst otherskeptaway fromchurch
from mere lar:ness or a lij'at acp'eciationof re'igion." England,
then, as we see, notwithstanding the privileges of tbe reformation
hsrdl^ exceededall the other countries of Europein humanity and
mercy. Indeed some of the barbarous penalties, as we are told,
werethe direct fruits of theparticular enlightenment thathad come
uponher.
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