
hard times,

As the idea is common that an exceptional
humanity has always characterised the laws of
England since the Reformation occurredto cirilife

the people, these passages which we take from an articlein the St.
James's Qaaette on a volume recently publishedby the Middlesex
County Record Society may serve to throwa little light ou the matter,
and to show that a good deal that was barbarous still remained :—:

—'" Thesocial condition of the metropolitan county inthe eaily years
of the seventeenth century is here brought very vividly befoio ne.
Death vras the penalty then inflicted for most felonies ;but even
with the remembrance, of this fact before us, there is a.n.eiiiing
startling in the statement that during ten yearsof James's reign
the criminal code was responsible for 704 human lftea. This
numberof persXp perishedby therope alone. la the same period
thirty-two suffered, death by the ptine forte et dv,r.e, for s aading

frrttUy, OctoW 14, 1887. NSnf ZEALAND TABLET.
Won, and thafrmaywellobtainattentionfromtheMinisterof:Justice.Hfc wouldmost fitly inauguratehiscareerby makinginquiriesintoit.

anypartof Europesuflcientfor the requirements of his particular
energy, BetweenEurope and America there is a great gulf fixed
notonly by geographicalposition,but by thecircumstancesof human
natureandhistoricalconsiderations. Especially is this the case with
regard toIreland. Whatever may be the sympathies that drawthe
countries into relationship,their cases areas different as ever they
canbe. There is America pursuing her onward career,advancing
fromprosperity toprosperity, and treading a path whereall is new
and fresh, Andthere is Ireland— or there willshe be when, as we
hope willbe thecase erelong,she has obtainedher freedom—emerg-
ing from the slough andmoving onwardovera roadpavedwith fallen
beings of thepast, which stillmust leavesomeremembranceorsom«
remnantsbehind them. Thetask thatMr. Blamemay be called npon
to perform in the near futuremust, indeed,bedifferent from that
which will fall to the lot of those who shall take- a leading part in
directingthefaturedestinies of Ireland. But as to the comparative
nobility of either task it might be difficult to decide. Whether isit
nobler to guide the youngand strong in accordancewith her bright
and unsulliedpast,or to raise her who has been beaten down and
reestablishher erectand vigorous ? In any caseit is welltoreceive
the assuranceof Mr.Blame that what he has seen in Ireland has
served toincrease the interesthehadalready takenin the prosperity
and welfare. Heis already a valuable and influential friend, andmayeventually becomeanextremelypowerful one.

AMBAN
ATTEMPT.

Herb is food for rejoicing toCatholics of every
sort. That the Dunedin EveningStar, the time-
honoured,scurrilous,enemy of everything Catholic,
the verbatim reporterof anti-Catholic termagants'

and charlatans, tbe ransacker ofeveryribaldpublicationin the worldalmost,so as topreeenthis readers with calumnies,falsehoods,and ageneral conglomerationof anti-Catholic Altb,should be convertedsofar as to patronise Boman Catholics of any gort must needs be amatterof congratulationtoall of us.Thereis.it seems.abreedofEomanCatholics inthe Colony known by the title of "New ZealandRomanCatholics,"and wholly distinguished from Boman Catholics whoare■tigmatised by the epithet "Irish," and who sympathise with theIrishNationalcanee. Onrcontemporary,theBoeningStar,championsthe New Zealand Boman Catholicsas follows :— "The abuseof therileSaxon(!), which seems to represent the entire policy of theN.Z.Tablet,has for years afforded considerable diversion toHerMajesty's lieges in Ofcago;butof late themostscurrilous vials of its
wrathhavebeen pouredouton the devotedheads of English BomanCatholics atHome andin the colonies. . According to our esteemed
contemporary,the being born an Englishman is an« original sinfrom which thereis noredemption. Heaven is to bekept select forIrish patriots! There happen to be inNew Zealanda considerablenumber of Boman Catholics of variousnationalities, who, naturally
enough,donot takethis view,and,seeing that theTablethas ceasedto be anything but an exponent of the most pronounced Irishnationalism, they have determined to establish a new paperas thedistinctorgan of their communion— the position originally taken by
theTablet. Itis intended tobe a weekly, and will be publishedinWellington; the preliminary arrangements being, we understand
Tery well forward. The Tablet has clearly brought thisopposition—likely enough tobe very foimidable, from a businesspointof view—upon itself. There is a limit to toleration,and that limithas long
beenexceeded. Even« the worm will turn

'
undersufficientprovoca-tion,and the patience of New Zealand Baman Catholics,severelytaxed, has given way at last. Substantial guarantees and goodpromises of support will start the new weekly fair, and there is a

prospectof theeditorialchairbeing filled byanaccomplishedgentle-man,not unknown toliterary fame, atpresentholding ahigh position
in the Colony." We need hardly defend ourselves from the chargesbrought against U3 by the Star. Our readers know what wehavedone,and in what sense we have condemned the " vile Saxoa,"
andhow wehavedealtby the cause of Irish nationalism,and wecantrustour reputation to their keeping. But we fancy the"diversion

"
we havegiven tothe Star has been of slight account. Theexceeding
meannessof rejoicing at the supposedprospect of a rivalry that shouldInjureourbusiness standingand starve us out, is not quiteconsistentwith the experience of diversion. We should say it arose fromimpotentrage,andenduriug spiteagainst an opponent whohad madehimself felt in a way that was not at all diverting. Bat as to the
"New Zealand Boman Catholics," whom tbe Evening Star so
generouslypatronises, wherever they are to be found, weshould beveryglad,in Catholic interests, if there was in the Colony a large
populationof genuine English Catholics, and if they weremost ably
supported by an organ of their own. For our part, however, weacknowledge that the Tablet is the particular organ of IrishCatholics, the] advocate of Irish nationalism, as well as ofCatholicism that is distinctively Irish, and we are content thatit shouldstandor fall assuch, according as the Catholic population
of the Colony decides. Itremains with them to continue to supportas,ortostarve us out as our contemporary theDunedinEveningStarbo honourably advises— being tired,perhaps,of the

"
diversion"

wegivehim.— What will he say if we survive completely uninjured togivehima staveor two moreof it?

A GREAT
Celbbbation.

The great religious event of tbeday in Irelandhas
been thecelebrationin Limerick of the sacerdotal
jubilee of Pope Leo XIII. The celebration was
made by the Arcb-Confraternity of the Holy

Family
—

and was very impressively and splendidly carried out.— A
procession of 6000 menmarched through theprincipalstreets— which
had beenplanted with trees and adorned for the occasion, to the
groundsof the cathedral whereanaddress was deliveredby theBishop.

j of the dioceseandBenediction of theBlessed Sacrament wasgiven
—

and then they returnedto the church of tbe Redemptorist Fathers
whence they hadset out,andjwhere anaddress wasdelivered to them
by theBishopof Ossory.

—
Atnight thecity wasbrilliantly illuminated.

At anytime such a demonstration would be very remarkable
—

and
remarkable under variousaspects.

—
What wou'd themen, for example

who framedthepenallaws saycould they arise from their graves,and
in the. City of th« BrokenTreaty,behold such anoutoomeof the system
inaugurated by them1 Notwithstanding all the rigours they
introduced and all the decades of persecution that followed, they
would behold the exuberant tokens of Ireland's unquenchable
Catholicity andher faithfulness toBorne that could nob be stamped
out.— Butunder thecircumstances of the times moreremarkablestill
must we consider this magnificent demonstration.

—
It occurs in a

country that is supposed to be in a state of disturbance;whose
criminal condition is lookedupon as needing exceptionallaws,and
yetitis inhonour ofa Sovereign whose aid has b;en invok >d in the
causeof law andorder erenby statesman who do not recognisehis
spiritual power. It occurs in a country where some wouldhavo us
believe the authority of religion is weak— and whose bishops and
priests they would subject to the control ot an official layman, lest
they should trifle with the loyalty of thtir people.— And yet it is in
honour of the potentate in whom is lodged the very foundation of
obedience and loyalty.

—
Are we tosuppose that those 6000 men were

at variance with thenational aspirationsof the people to whom they
belonged ? We might, on the contrary, venture a wager without
much chanceof loss that everyman amongst them was a genuine
Irishpatriot,andanagitatorat least in spirit. But none the less
genuinely washe ready tocelebratethe jubileeof theHoly Father and
toenter into tfre true spirit ofthe festival.— lf those goodpeople who
interest themselves inrunning down theIrish movement, and traduc-
ing the motives and sentiments of Irishmen would but tnrn their
attention toexamine thereal stateof affairs, they would Sadreason
for much ,'self-reproach and deep repentance. The prooession at
Limerick incelebration of the Holy Father's jubileemay be takenas
typicalofthe dispositionof the wholeunited Irish people, and it ia
one that is certainly completely out of harmony with allthat is base
or irreligious.

A DISTIKGUISHBD
VISITOR.

Among the sensations of the year in Ireland hasbeen that caused by the visitpaid by Mr. Blame
thecandidate who wasdefeatedby Mr. Clevelandin the lateelection for thePresidencyof theUnitedStates, but who may probably live tocontest the high officeanotherday with bettersuccess. Mr. Blame,whois partly of Irish descent-the wifeof the Sootch founder of his family in Pennsylvania havingbeen an emigrant from Donegal— seems to have won goldenopinionsduring his visit— whichlasted a few days only—And to havepleasedthosa who cameinto contact with him,as well aaby his goodlooks asby his manner and bearing. He,however, did not disguise

from those who questioned him the fact that nothing he hadseen inEuropeseemed tohim worthy tocompare with whathe hadbeenusedto in the United State*. A reporter of the Dublin Freeman, forexample, tells us that he expressed himself as missing the « springand verve"towhich he hadbeen accustomed at home. That is wepresume, nothing inEurope wassufficiently gu-nhead to suithis views.But,indeed, it might wuil aeem iucongruou.* if an aspirant to thePresidency of th« United Statesmould find the course of thiDgs in
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