
holdersought time for coutinued inquiries. It is time that an endwasput to these regularly-arranged disturbance*in the North. Notto mince matters, wehaveevery reasonto think that the authoritiesnearly alwaysknow whenanattack is to be made upon Catholics,and that they donot prevent it. Sometimes, as at Ballymoney onthis occasion, thepoliceareentirely withdrawn, and the Orangemenleft to doas they please. If there iB any prospect of the " loyal"rowdies getting the worst of the encounter the police are held inreserve until the assailed retaliate,whereuponthe forces of law andorder are employednot against the original assai'ants, but againstthe Catholics. The dodge is anold one, and itis about time to haveitdropped.
The intentionsof theGovernment with respect to the NationalLeaguearestill eagerly canvassedin Parliamentary circles. There isnodoubt thatno class of members except the Orangemen are dis-appointedby theallegeddecision of theGovernment to lettheLeaguealone. They are going aboatcomplainingof adouble betrayalat thehands of their English colleagues. In the first place they point tothe Land Bill as a death blow to the landlords, and in thesecond they declare that Don-proclamation of the League

after their unceasing narration of its abuses and illegalities is anabandonmentand a repudiationof the whole " Loyalist" policy inParliament. TheGovernmentcan be left tosettle this difference withits Orange followingas best it may. Tbey do not appear tobe verydesperatein their anger at any time. Among the bulkof theEnglishTories anything thatp.omisestoadd to the session is obnoxious, andby the irony of fate the proclamationof the NationalLeague is found
in that category. Thereare also some among them who hold theopinionthat the less theCoercionAct is used the better,and that itswhole policy was a gross and hideous blunder. These gentlemenhave been taught wisdom by the recent bye-elections. With Mr.Balfour andthe rest of the Cabinet a decision to abstain from pro-clamation must be set down to the sameuncomfortable belief.The customof referring Parliamentary quarrels to the arbitra-
ment of the fistor thepistol had happily fallen into disuetude until
the returnof the fire-eatingmember for North Armagh to the politi-
cal arena. He isreputedto be a person of gieat physical strength,and his appearance does not belie his reputation. But unfortunatelymuscle and mettle areevidently not combined in his person. He issofondofbraggingabout thevengeance he will wreak onany memberwhoinsultshimitiseasytocredit the statement thathis acquaintancesfind considerable enjoyment in drawing him outon this subject. Inpublic speeches andin interviews with congenial newspaper editorsColonel Saundersonhasrepeatedlyconveyed theimpressionthathehasthrowndown a general challenge to the Irish party,and that no oneof themhas taken it up. This,in fact, is his political stock-in-tradesince prudential considerationshadcaused him to cease dissemina-ting theexplodedslanders of the Times. Now, though the Irishpartycan afford to treat the vapouringof Colonel Saunderson withcompletecontempt, andcan make allowance for the desperate circumstancesof a discredited partisan fighting a losing cause, still, should the
necessity arise— which Colonel Sauaderson,with true Falstafian valour,is carefulnot to provoke— a member of the Irish party will be per-fectly willing to meet themember for North Armagh at any place'with any weapons, and at any time. If this method of squaringpolitical differences may seem scarcely worthy of a deliberativeassembly,itshould be borne in mind that the hon.andgallantgenlle-
manis responsiblefor its revival.

Really English policeofficials apoear to be suffering from dyna-mite on thebrain. On Saturday, August 13, a lady wasarrested atCowes, Isle of Wight, on a suspicion of having dynamite in herpossession,anddetectives were despatchedhere,there,andeverywhere
to traceouther antecedents. The causeofall thesuspicionandcommo-tion was ablack bag filled with a redclayey subsiance. To apoliceinspectoreager of promotion " trifles light asair are confirmation
strong as proof of Holy Writ." Here were all thematerials for thetrst act of amelodramic tragedy. An unknown womanwith a blackbag filled withanunknownsubstance, ihe poor lady was forthwith
seized on, and thrust into gaol, where she was detained for a coupleof days. Before the emissaries who were sent to find out who she
wasor whence she came had time io report, theredclayey substance
was examined by Colonel Majendie, who dincovered that it wasmodelling clay, and nothing elae. The colonel's examination talliedexactly with the account of the young lady herself, whose story wasextremelysimple. She wasa governess,who,being indelicate health,had been ordered a sea voyage by her doctor, ;and had accordingly
takena trip to Cowes. Certainly some compensation is due to theyoung lady who has been thus made thevictim of grossstupidity andexcessive eagernesson the part of thepolice.

The Northwich election hasresulted inby far the greatestvictory
that Home Rule has yet won in England. By amajority of 1129Mr.J.H. T. Brunner, the Home Rule candidate, has defeated hisLiberal Unionist opponent, Lord iHenry Grosvenor, the son of theDukeof Westminster. There is no explaining away the force ormeaning of the victory on local or personal grounds. Mr. Brunner
was the candidate who wasdefeated in the sameconstituency twelvemonths ago by 458 votes. The numbers then were :

—
For Liberal ... ... ... 3958Fur Unionist ... ... ... 4416

Majority for Unionist ... 458On Saturday thaf decision was jevers-cd completely, and when the
votes were couuitid uu Monday the figures stood :—

'

Forßiuuner ... ... ... 5112
For Grosvenor ... ... ... 3983The Home Ruler received 1154 votes more thanhe hadgot at the '86election, and the Umonibt got 433 less than on theprevious occasion.Itis not oiten that the larjdlord factionuse thtir positionon themagisterialbet eh to revenge themselves oa opponents in thepopularranks after bo flagrant a lashioo as some members of the garrison

occupjingseats on ihe Tarbert (county Kerry) petty sessions benchwould betm to havedone the other dHy when adjudicating in thecas,o of aitspectable old rnrtn named Scanlm. wby wassummonedbeforethem forassault. The allegedassaultconsistedina'" wigging,"
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which old Scanlanhad administered to a joungster whomhe found
tampering with the village pump, of which he hadcharge, andgreat
was the astonishment of the peopleof the district when it became
known that the defendant was summarily sentenced to three weeks'
imprisonment, and to a further term of three months should he fail
to give security for goodbehaviour at the end o£ that period. An
application to have the term of imprisonment increased to four weeks
was refused, and this old man of seventy years washurriedoff to
the county gaolat Tralee with all speed. It is openly alleged that
the explanationof themagisterial actionin thismatter is tobe found
in the fact thatMr. Scanlan'a son, whois a prominentmemberof the
local branch of the National League, was mainly instrumental in
having the nameof the village in whichhe lives changed from that
of Newtownsandesto Newtowndillon,in compliment to themember
for East Mayo. This change has, it seems, incensed the landlord
party down there beyond measure, and it is pointed out as a re-
markable coincidence that one of the magistratespresiding—

aMr.Sandes, whose family name the village formerly bore— should hare
turned up to adjudicate in old Scanlan'a case, though hehadnot
attendedpetty sessions more than twice for the past two years. Mr,
Dillonhas been requested to bring the conduct of the Tarbertlawt
givers in this matter under the notice of theHouse of Commons,
and itwill be interesting to hear whatdefence can be made for it.

By the Northwich victory, the net gain to Home Rule in theHouse of Commons, since the general election twelve months ago,
has beenbrought up toeight, which, on a division,counts sixteen.There have been in all twenty vacancies since the general election,
andof these four seatshavebeenuncontested, the character of the
representationbeing unaltered. Of the remaining sixteen consti-
tuencies in which elections took place eleven wereformerly heldb/Tories, and the remaining fiveby Liberals. But in the late elections
the Liberals succeeded, not only in holding theirownfive, but insnatching four seats from the Tories. The constituencies thus won
to Home Rule are Northwich, Burnley, Spalding, and Coventry.
There have been in addition four secessionists from the LiberalUnionists to the Some Rule ranks, making a total of eight, whichareequal tosixteen votes in a division. The following shows the
strength of parties now as compared with twelve months ago :—:

—

By theaefigures itwill be seen that thejLiberalUnionists are theprin-
cipallosers. If there wereageneralelection in themorning they would
be beatenhip and thigh. The English people have noheart or lova
for thesehalf-and-half politicians. The Tories they can understand
assticklers for hereditary privilege and plunder. But the political
Joseph Surfaces who Beck tohide their Tory proclivities under fine
Radical andLiberal sentiments are despised ashypocrites and hum-
bugs. The days of the Liberal Unionists' power are nowover, and
nobody cansay that while they occupied the strong position whichchance assigned to them theyemployed their opportunities for any
butthe basest purposes. They were bitterer coercionists than the
most envenomed Tories, and when they might have compelled the
Government to make their Land Bill a really good one they tried
rather to throw dust in theeyes of the Ulster tenants thanto gain for
themany substantial advantages.

The fact that the leaders of the renegade Liberals areeven now
almost entirely without a following in the constituencies, is admitted
to the fullest extent in a recent article appearing in the St. Jamea't
Qazette. Inaddition toothersignificant admissions as tothe rapidity
with which the Liberal party are regaining the ground lost "at thegeneralelections.theToryorganis foundconfessing that "a largepart
of the Liberal Unionist vote has gone back to Mr. Gladstone," that"' Liberal abstentions from voting for Gtadetonian candidates arediminishing everyday,"and that " whatever assistance the Tory party
had from the LiberalUnionist vote in 1836 cannolonger be reckoned
on." Nor is thia all. It is further confessed that Conservativevoters
do not love the lenegades any more than the Liberals who havereturned to their allegiance. "Ithas been demonstrated," says the
St Jamts's in a rare burst of candour, " that many Conservatives
will not vote for Liberals; that to send them a Liberal Unionist
checks their enthusiasm, andthat to pursue thepolicy of reckoning
upon the Unionist vote wehadin 1886, or of catchingbothConserva-
tives and Liberals by Unionist candidates will only lead te further
disappointments." Looks aB if theDisunionistconspiracy was near*
ing anignominious end.

Never wasa better or sturdier spirit displayed by the people of
this country than atpresent. They are absolutely peaceable, yet not
one whit less resolute in their determinationon that acconnt. Wher-
ever their enemies make a movethey aremet with a Btolid organised
resistance that makes thecaptureofafarm by asheriff andhissatellitesa
work of as great difficulty aB the taking ofa fortified townby anarmy.
Indeed,a little army is generally required to protect those outcasts
of society, the bailiffs, whom the Daily Ex-press so unkindly de-
nounced in the most scathing terms a few days ago. The St.James's
Gazette informed its readers the other day that "most extraordinary
precautions are being made by the Ponsonby tenants toresist the
expectedeviction". All the houses are barricaded with trees and
strengthened with iron bars, while trenches are thrown up on all
the approaches. A civil engineer has been employed to superintend
the work. The windows have been made into loopholes,through
which water and meal can be thrown from the inside. Drains have
been constructed from a large bog in the vicinity for thepurpose of
flooding the houses if necessary, and other defensive preparations
havebeenmade. AtInchiquin a trench 25 feetdeephas been cat
to defend a house." We are so delighted to hear this good news,
which is truly a .sign of the times, that we feel grateful to the Tory
Gazette for publishing it. We do not think that the prospects of
obtaining rent on the Ponsonby estate have beenmuch improved by
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