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, holder sought time for coutinued inquiries. It is time that an end
* wag put to thegs regularly-arranged disturbances in the North, Not
to mince matters, we have every reason to think tbat the authorities
nearly always know when an attack is to be made upcn Catholics,
and that they do not prevent it, Hometimes, as at Bgllymoney on
this oceasion, the police are entirely withdrawn, and the Qrangemen
left to do as they please. If there is acy prospect of the * loyal”
rowdies getting the worst of the encounter the police are held in
reserve until the assailad retaliate, whereapon the forces of law and
order are employed not agaiost the original ageailants, but against
the Catholica, The dodge is an old one, and it is about time to have
it dropped.

The intentions of the Government with respect to the National
League are still eagerly carvassed in Parliamentary circles, There is
no dottht that no claes of members except the Orangemen are dis-
a{)pointed by the salleged decision of the Government to lat the Leagae
alone. They are going aboat complaining of & double betrayal at the
hands of their English colleagves, In the firat place they poiot to
the Land Bil as a death blow to the landlords, and in the
second  they declare that pon-proclamation of the League
after their unceasing narration of its abuses and illegalities is an
abandonment and a repudiation of the whole “ Lovalist * policy in
Parlinment, The Goverament can be Loft to settle this differencs with
its Orange following as best it may, They do not appear to be very
desperate in their anger at any time., Among the bulk of the English
Tories anything that p.omises to add to the session is obnoxions, and
by the ireny of fate the proclamation of the National League is found
in that category, There are also some among them who hold the
opinion that the less the Coercion Act is used the batter, and that its
whele policy was a grosv and hideous blunder, These gentlemen
bave been taught wisdom by the recent bye-elections, With Mr,
Balfour end the rest of the Cabinet a decision to ahstain from pro-
clamation must be set down to the same nncomfortable belief.

The custom of referring Parliamentary quarrels to the arbitra.
ment of the fiet or the pistol had happily fallen into disuetude until
the return of the fire-eating member for North Armagh to the politi-
cal arena, He isreputed to be a person of preat physical strength,
and his appearance doee not belie his reputation, But unfortnnately
muscle and mettle are evidently not combined in hiz person, He i
sofond of bragging about the vengeance he will wreak on any member
whoinsults him it iseasy to credit the statement that his acquaintances
find considerable enjoyment in drawing bim out on this sobject. In
public speeches and in intecviews with congenial newspaper editors
Colonel Sannderson hasrepeatedly conveyed the impression that he has
thrown down a general challenge to the 1rish party, and that no one
of them hae taken it up. This, in fact, is his political stock-in-trade
since prudential considerations had caused him to cease dissemina-
ting the exploded slanders of the Zimes. Now, though the Irish party
can afford to treat the vapouring of Colonel Saunderson with complete
contempt, and can make allowaoce for the desperate circnmstances
of a discredited partisan fighting a losing cause, still, should tae
necessity ariee-~which Colonel Sanaderson, with true Falstafian walour,
is careful not to provoke—~a member of tbe Irigh party will be per-
fectly willing to weet the member for North Armagh at any place*
with any weapons, and at any time, If this method of squaring
political differences may seem soarcely worthy of a deliberative
assembly, it should be borpe in mind ihat the hon, and gallant gentle.
maxg is responsible for its revival,

Really HEnglish police officinls appear to be suffering from dyna-.
mite on the brain, On Baturday, August 18, a lady was arrested at
Cowes, Isle of Wight, on a euspicion of having dynamite io her
possession, ard detectives were deapatched here, there, and everywhere
to krace out her antecedents. The canse of all the sespicion and commo-
tion was a black bag filled with a red clayey subsiance. Toa police
inspector eager cf promotion ¢ trifles light agair are confirmation
stroog as proof of Holy Writ,” Here were all the materials for the
first ace of a melodramic tragedy. An unkoown woman with & black
bag filled with an unknown substance, Lhe poor lady was forthwith
seized on, and thrust into gao!, where she was detained for a couple
of days. Before the emissaries who were sent to find cut who she
was or whence she came had time 10 repurt, the red clayey substance
was examined by Colonel Majendie, who discovered that it was
modelting clay. and nothing else, 7The coluzel’s examination tallied
exactly with the account of the young lady herself, whose story was
extremely eimple. Sue wasa governess, who, being in delicate health,
bad been ordered a sea voyage by her ductor, ‘and bad accordingly
taken a trip to Cowes. Lertainly some compensation is due to the
young lady who has been thus made the vietim of gross stupidity and
excessive eagerness on the part of the police,

The Northwich election has resulted in by far the greatest viotory
that Home Rule has yet won in Esglanda, By a majority of 1129,
Mr. J, H. T. Brunner, the Home Rule candidate, has defeated his
Liberal Unioniet opponent, Lord 1Heury Grosvenor, the son of the
Duke of Westminster. There is no explaining away the force or
meaping of the victory on local or personal grounds. Mr, Branner
was the candid.te who was defeated in the msame constitnency twelve
mouths ago by 458 votes, 1he numbers then were ; —

For Liberal .

3958
For Unionist

. o 4418

Majority for Usionist 468

On Saturday tha' deeision was 1eversed completely, and when Lhe
vules were counted uu Moeday the frgures stood @ —

For Biuuner 5112

For Grosvenor 3953

The Home Buler seceived 1154 votes more than be had got at the '86
election, and the Unionist got 433 lese than on the previoas oceasion,

It is not otten that the landlord faction vse their position on the
magisterial ber ¢k to revenye themselves oo opponests in the poepular
ranks after wo flagrant a tushion as some members of the garrisan
occup}1ng seats on the Tartert (county Kerry) petty sessious bench
would seem £0 have done the other day when adjudicatiog in the
casy of 4 1especlable old man named Seanlon, who was summoned
befure them for assault, The alleged assaalt consiaied in & * wigging,”

which old Bcanlan had administered to a yonngster whom he found
tampering with the village panmp, of which he had charge, and gread
was the astonishment of the people of the district when it bscams
known that the defendant was summarily sentenced to thres weeks'
imprisonment, and to a further term of three months shomid he fail
to give security for good behaviour at the end of that period, Am
application to have fhe term of imprisonment increased to four weeka
was refused, and this old man of seventy years was hurried off to
the connty gaol at Tralee with all speed. It is openly alleged that
the explanation of the magisterial action in this matter ia to be found
in the fact that Mr, Bcanlan’s son, who is & prominent member of the
local branch of the National League, was mainly instrumental in
baving the name of the village in which he lives changad trom that
of Newtownsaodes to Newtowndillon, in complimsat to the member
for Kaet Mayo. This change bag, it seems, incensed the landlord
party down there beyond measure, and it is pointed out a3 a re-
markable coincidence that one of the magistrates presiding—a Mr,
Bandes, whose family name the village formerly bore—should have
turned up to adjedicate in old Soanlan’s c¢ase, though he had nok
attended petty sessions more than twice for the past two years, Mr,
Dillon has been requested to bring the conduct of the Tarbert lawe
givers in this matter under the motice of the House of Commona,
and it will be interesting to hear what defence can be made fcr it.
By the Northwich victory, the net gain to Home Rule in the
Hounse of Commons, since the goneral election twelve montha ago,
has been bronght up to eight, which, on a division, counts aixteen,
Thers have been in all twenty vacancies since the general election,
and of these four seats have been uncontested, the character of the
rapresentation being unaltered, Of the remaining sixteen consti.
tuencies in which elections took place eleven were formerly held by
Tories, and the remaining five by Liberals, But in the late elections
the Liberals succeeded, mot only in holding their own five, bt in
snatchiog four seats from the Tories. The constituencies thus won
to Home Rule are Northwich, Burnley, Bpalding, snd Coventry,
There have been in addition four secessionists from the Liberal
Unionista to the Home Rule ranks, making a total of eight, which
are equal to sixteen votes n a division. The following shows the
strength of parties now as compared with twelve months ago :—

. 887.
Bamellites” 0 sef 0 'l e
Comenient Liberals 332} 894 33’2} 356
610 “e70

By thesefigures it will be seen that the]Liberal Unionists are the prin-
cipalilosers, If thers were a general election in the morning they wounld
be beaten hip and thigh. The English people have no heart or love
for these half-and-half politiciane. The Tories they can understand
ag aticklers for hereditary privilege and plander. But the political
Joseph Burfaces who seek to hide their Tory proclivities under fins
Badical and Liberal sentiments are despised as hypoerites and hum.
buga. The days of the Liberal Uuionisis’ power are now over, and
nobody can say that while they occupied the strong position which
chanee agsighed to them ¢hey employed their opportunities for any
but the basest purposes. They were bitterer coercionists than the
most envecomed Tories, and when they might have compelled the
Government to wake their Land Bill a really good one they ttied
rather to throw dust in the eyes of the Ulster tenants than to gain for
them any substantial sdvantages.

The fact that the leaders of the renegade Liberals areeven now
almost entirely without a following in the constituencies, is admitted
to the fulleat extent in & recent article appearing in the St Jamer's
&aastte. In sddition to other significant admissions as to the rapidity
with which the Liberal party are regaining the ground lost 'at the
general elections,the Tory organ is found confessing that e large part
of the Liberal Uniunist vate bas gone back to Mr. Gladstone,” that
' Liberal abstentions from voting for Gladetonian candidates are
diminshing every day,” and that ** whatever assistance the Tury party
bad from the Liberal Unionist vote in 1888 can no longer he reckoned
on.” Nor is this all, It is further confessed 1hat Conservative voters
do not love the 1enegades any more than the Liberals who hava
retmined to their allegiance, ‘* 1t has been demonstrated,” says the
& James's in arare burst of candour, “that many Conservatives
will not vate for Liberals; that to send them a Liberal Unionist
checks their enthusiasm, and that to pursus the policy of reckoning
upon the Uaion:st vote we bad iu 1886, or of catching both Conservas
tives and Liberals by Unionist candidates will only lead te further
dissappointments,” Looks as if the Disunionist conspiracy was near-
ing an ignominious end.

Never was a better or sturdier spirit displayed by the peopls of
this country than st present, They are absolutely peaceable, yet not
one whib less resolute in their determination on that acconnt. Whers
ever their enemies make a move they are met with a stolid organised
resistance thatmakes the captureof afarm by a sheriff and hissatellitesa
work of as great difficulty as the taking of a fortified town by an army,
Indeed, a httle army is generally required to protect those outcasts
of society, ihe bailiffs, whom the Daily Fapress so unkindly de.
nounced in the most scathing terms a few days ago, The St. James's
&azetts informed ita readers the other day that * most extraordinary
precautions are being made by the Ponsonby tenanta o resist tha
expected gvictions, All the houses ara barricaded with trees and
sirengthened with iron bars, while trenches are thrown up on all
the approaches. A civil engineer has been employed to superintend
the work, The windows have been mada into Joopholes, through
which water and meal can be thrown from the inside. Drains have
been copstructed from & large bog in the vicinity for the purpose of
fiending the houses f neccssary, aud otber defensive preparations
have been made, At Inchigunin a trench 25 feet deep bas been cat
w defend 4 bouse,” We are so delighted to bear thia good news,
which is truly a sign of the times, that we fecl grateful to the Tory
Gazette for publishing 1t. We do not thiuk that the proepects of
obtamning rent on the Pongonby estate have been much improved by



