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subserve, but which require the fostering care of a national legisiatore
and withont whose development no agrarian teltlement that can be
made will be otherwise than imperfect and insufficient. Bot hope
lies in the fact, as we have gaid, that such resources abound and only
require development. Everything ia present except the power of good
management for which the people are now making their struggle.

THz relations between Russia and Franes which will
in all probability be now affscted in no light degree
by the action of Italy, are described as follows by
the 8¢, James's Gazette :—* Undoubtedly a changa
bas come over the ook of things since the last Three-Emperor con-
ference ; especially in one important particular, the relations of
Russia and France. We know that an alliance between the two powers
has been feared in Germarny above all thinga ; but great as the dread
may have been and undoubtedly bas been, it is not likely that any
sudden rapprochement was apprehended, France had yet to complete
her armament ; in Russia, vaat as are the Czar's supplies of mea and
of warlike material, much preparation would be necessary before an
alliance with France could be acknowledged ; and, therefore, the
worst that conld be anticipated in Germany were these two thinga—
growth of Russo-French friendshbip and meinterence meanwhile of
the spirit of revenge in France. Now both these thin gs have happened,
What the real military sirength of France may be is & doubtful
matter. The cowmon inferevce of observers at the recent review of
French troops was tbat the army of the Republic needed mach
improvement ; but the truth is, all the same, that the offensive and
defensive power of France hsas increased, Meanwhile, the Russian
Government, by the rapidity and magnitude of its operations in
Cextral Agia, bas done much 10 hold England in check under certain
circumstaces. And while that has been going on, an increasing
disposition to alliance between Fracce and Russia has become mani-
fest, and there has been a distinet revival of the aforesaid spirit of
venga in the first-named country. In this connection something
else has happened which munst paturally add to tbe apprehensions of
Germany ; General Boulanger's appearance above the horizan, Now
this General may be no very tremendons person in himself. He may
be a boaster ; he may be a mouatebazk ; he may be not much of a
soldier ; bot if, nevertheless, he has created a belief in him-
#lf in the French army, if the fare he makes is mistaken
by the rank-and-file of that army for another Napoleornic ¢ star,’ then
the soldiers of the Republic are supplied with precisely the sort of
inspiration which is needed to make them truly formidabl-, A year
ago there wag no French general in whom the army had any con-
fidence. Now it possesses such 4 being, however he may turn out ;
and the difference is one which the German geunerals koow their
basiness too well to count as cothing, Thus it is that the ocutlook
for Germany haschanged for the worse and not for the better sines
the last Three-Emperors’ mee'ing ; and other adverse circomstancen
coms into the reckoning., If the national hostility between the
Freoch and che German peoples has increased, se has {he vational
bostility between Russians and Germans. The batred of the Czar'a
subjecta for the Emperor William’s people is at least as deep, though
it is not 4o fierce, as the hatred of the French ; and, thanks to M.
Katkoff for one, the Russian hatred bas been worked upon very con-
siderably of late, Moreaver, wa bave seen tha two Governments at
loggerheads over the question of expulsion of foreigners from the
soif, Thereis a Russian grievance against Germany (deliberately
ineurred) in the matier of Russian credit ; and altogether ic appears
ceriain that whether there has or has not been any approach of
Russia to Frauce, there has been repulsion Letween Russia and
Germany.” And now, as we have said, there comes in the question of
the Italian ailiance with Germany, to increase whatever elements of
disagrecment already existed betweeu that country and France and
Russia respectively. Under the eircnmstances the only thing that
Bems to point to a hope for the continuance of peace is the fear that
& Russo.French alliance would nat be strong enoagh to encounter
that now furmed, Bat as to bow far the foar of defeat may affect
such powers as Russia and France remains to be seen, We confess
we have 1 ot wuch faith in the assurance ta be derived from it,

APPAIRN IN
EUROPE,

WE have received {rom Hawera two communications

AN reglating 10 the recent clection in which Mr.

LXPLANATION, MeGuire contested tho representation of the district i penalties it inflicted on him,

i out such a life,

religion whoss interests it {s the special duty of the priest to promote
they should act at the time of an election, Ogr opinions on this aub-
jeot are too we!l known to require auy farther explanation from ug—-
and if, during the election which has just taken place, wa refrained
from again repeating and insisting upon them, the reamon was oot
that we had changed them in the slightsst degree, but because certain
¢ircumstances made us chooss for the time a passive part as most
conducive to the ends we had in view, and becanse also we were
aware that we had not warned and exhorted the Catholics of the
Colony jin vain, but that they were as anxions and determined in the
matter as we ourselvss were, and would not lose sight of their all
important object, The report, however, struck ns as fair mastter for s
passing Temark or two—and as to anything that was said in the heat
of auch an encounter we did not look upon it as worthy of sericas
consideration, 8nch forgetfulnesses are of constant ocenrrence and
hardly form the subject even of a nine days’ wonder. A parliamentary
candidate, in fact, may well be allowed some degree of license, and
whether ho be allowed it or not there is at least abandant preceden

to aseurs ns that he will take it, Indeed we could guote some very
exalted instances to proye our assertion, Nor are we to suppose that
the denunciations of the man whose fortunes hang in the balanea
really express his mind, We do not believe, for example, that Major
Atkinson really considers a large number of his constisuents at
Hawera to be worse than a lot of dogs. If he did he would be very
unfit for the place he now again ocoupies, and in which, although we
cannot say that we have ever regarded him as acting brilliantly, he
has always conducted himself respectably. We find, nevertheless,
that something more ia made of thesituation at Hawers than perhaps
the circumstances warrant, There are probably misanderstanding and
exaggeration, and anything that might serve to increase the prevail-
ing irritation is to be avoided, Itis not, therefore, in accordance
with prudence that we should throw open our columms to a dis-
sussion which is of a somewhat warmer nature than we are accustomed
to publish, and more especially it would be out of character with the
position we occupy were we to do anything to anticipate the anthori-
tative inquiry which, a3 we are informed, the people immediately
concerned have applied for, and which]we are convinced must resalt in
explaining’every misunderstanding that may exist and bringing about
reconciliation and harmony,

APROPOS of the attempt that was lately made at
A CASE FOR THE Sydrney to obtain the release of a prisoser under-
MINISTER OF  going a life sentence, on the plea that twenty years
JUSTICE were pupposed to be the pericd virtuslly meant by
guch a cendempation, we learn that a case which
geems deserving of some conmderatiou exists in cur own Colony. It
appears that there is confine! in ope or other of ¢ur gaols & man
named Whitehead, who, twenty-thzee years ago, was found yuilty of
murder, but whose sentence was commuted, by the efforts of the late
Mr: Bathgate, into one of penal servitude for life. The deed that
led to the unfortunate man's comvict:on was dane in & moment of
anger, and, so far as such a deed admits of excuse, may possibly be
looked npon as escusable, The murvered man had stolen some
money that Whitehead, who was his mate, bad saved, as the result of
years of hard work, and on being discovered threatened the man he
had robbed if he dared to/complain, A quarrel ensued, and the [alal
blow was struck with a tomahawk which the murderer Lhrew
violently from him and which took effect in the victim's head, We
do not intend to say snything in paliiation of murder, and doubtless
the caege in question 1eceived all the consideration demanded by it at
the time it was tried. The guestion, however, ariges B8 to whether,
in the long course cf years that bas paseed over, the TequiTements
justice have not becn amply fuifilled, and, mors especially, if
understanding exists that a life-sentence, under ordinary cirecum-
stances, ia to terminate after a certain period has expired, What
seems certain is, that cases presenting even worse features than those
n which tbis unhappy man was concerned have been occasionally
more leniently dealt with, His punishment bas been a heary one,
There are many who, perhaps, would rather choose to die than to drag
To 1eulise what a man under such circumstances
must suffer is more than the imagination can attain to, and we have
reason to believe that this unbappy man to whom we allude bas not
been ipsepsible to the nature of his crime, any more than to the
There is no reason, again, to believa

with Major AJunson. It will b remembered that | that the interests of society must be i any way injured by hig

a week or two sgo we madz allusion to the contest that had taken
place, commenting on & repoit that wasgoing the roundaof the papers
and which attracted a good deal of nutice. We did not, however,
atiribnte any particular ympoilance to the matter, and we merely
referred Lo it #s a pruminent topic that, witbout being misundarstood,
we could bardly allow to pass nono iced, Our informaticn oa the
subject was shght, and our reliane on tue accuracy of an ordinary
report was not particalarly stroug., We never ureamt of disputing
the 1ight of a Catbol-¢ pricst to advise his people asto how in cornee-
tico with the education question, which cannot be separated from the

release. The exampla given would not be one of a weak or exc s-ive
leniency and could produce no il! ¢ffests, It is not likely—:1. -,
fact, extremely unlikely and as ccrtain probably as anything iu tas
life of & human creature ean be looked upon beforeband as boinge
that there would be no repetition of crime on the part of this poor
man, What was done by him was done onee for all, and arese from
no enminal dispoesition or mahgoity cheiished in eold blood., 8o far
> man is authorise | 1o deal with it, we may elaim that it has been
dealt wiih, and the res- lies betweer the criminal and bis God, The
case, therefore, is one that recommends itself to mercifnl considera-



