
THE H.A.C.8.8.
Among the epecial recommendations which the
Holy Father haß made for the benefit of the Cath-
olic people and the growth and strengthening of

religionhas been thatCatholic Societies should obtain theiradherenceandsupport. Indeed a particular reasonmay be Been for this in the
present day from the fact that it is by meansof anti-Catholicsocietita
that bo much harm is done to religion, and the world becomes daily
more andmore wickedanddisturbed. The strength that lies inunionis, besides,proverbial,and men when united for a good purpose may
legitimately hope for the best results. But, in any case, what the
Pope recommends is most deserving of attention, and the advice hegives cannot be neglected with impunity. Catholic societies, mean,
time,arenumerouß, andeach andall of themhare much<o recommendthem, so that thereneed benodifficulty toanyman who desires itin
becoming a member of one or other of them with a well-grounded
hopeof reapinghis full share of the benefits to be obtained. Thereis, however,already established in this colony a society which,above
all others,seems most suited to the needs of the Catholic people,andwhich, by the excellent results alreadyproducedby it, fires a certain
promise of fulfilling all that can be demandedof an organisationof
the kind. We need not say that we allude to the H.A.C.8.5., now
for many years established among us, and possessing a record which
should recommend it to Catholic colonists without exception. Other
societies there are no doubt, and we would decry noneof them, but
whenone society in particularhaß been long established, when it hag
fulfilled every end for which it was instituted,and evidently only
needs further extensionand a fuller membership to ensurea fuller
measureof success, the substitution of any other for it would eeem
not only superfluous butmischievous. If strength lies in uniou, and
nobody will be disposedto deny that such is the case, one society
is certainly to be preferred to many, for there is nothing that
draws men so much together as a common membership, and
anything which might tend to diminish this is to be deprecated.
Fuller fruits maybe looked for andgreater efforts may be;successfully
carried out whensuch a stateof things prerals. Th* spiritof brother-
hoodbecomes moremarked andactive,and the effects of co-operation
aremore useful andmoreapparent. While, therefore, we areanxioui
to see therecommendation of the Holy Father universally adopted
by theCatholics of the Colony, we would deprecate any division of
forces. Nothing can be possiblyJgained by Bnch a step,|and tkeproba.
bilities are thatmuch must be lost by it. The bond of union afforded
by themembershipof the Catholic Church is no doubt considerable-
Of itself it should be all sufficient, and, if it fails, weak humam
nature is accountable for the failure. But the Catholic societia*
supply whathuman natureneeds to aid itand tomake the bends of
Catholicism bind moreeffectually. The Church, indeed, is all things
toallmen. With the Hebrewshe is a Hebrew and with the Greek a
Greek. We hare heardit thrownin the faces of Irish Cathohct, fv,r
example, that they desired to havean Irifh Pope.— And in a certain
"ense the accusation was true, as the desire was legitimate. The Irish
Catholic desires to findin thePopea father whoin dealing with his
Irishchildren can be Irish inspirit— as the English Catholic would
have him English in spirit, or the French Catholic French in spirit,
or the Italian Italian inspirit. The Popeshould be all things toall
men— the common fatherof all;flympathi»ing evenin the infirmities o*
hii children,and,much more,in those sentiments that, likepatriotism
do themhonour. Whanflrishmen, therefore,expect their Pope tobe,
indealing with them, Irish in heart, they expect nothing that is
extravagantor strange, and they would disrespect the Pope,and take
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Errington incurred no rebuke,but, on the contrary, saw their resist-anceapprovedin the appointmentof Dr. Walsh to the archbishopri*
of Dublin. Protest in cases of this kind is customary and regular,
and can only be neglected at the risk of its being understood that
such aneglect is tantamountto voluntary acceptanceandacquiescence.
However contemptible Father Belaney may be, then, or howeverwanting in authority his proposals,so far {as he is personally con.cerned, since the considerations he has made known are evidently-
gaining attention in high official quarters, and since they narrowly
concern the interests of colonial Catholics, not only spiritually bu
materially as well, it is hardly oat of place for colonial Catholics todeal with them, and, as wehaveseen, there is abundant precedent of
an unexceptionablekind for their doing so without incurring rebuke
and withcomplete success.
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We see that although certain of our Catholic con-
temporaries admit, that, if the proposalsmade by
the Rev. Father Belaney, for the control of the
ish Church according to English ideas were

carried out,itwol .be a very bad thing, they express a confidence
that such will not jdone. Father Belaney, we are given to under-stand,is an insignificant person whose denunciationsand proposals
may be taken for what they are worth, and who is not likely toobtain a serious bearing at Borne. Father Belaney, nevertheless,
has obtained a hearing in England. The London Times has given
narked prominence to his lucubrations, and others of the Londonnewspapers have done the same. We are not disposed tocontradictthoseof ourcontemporaries,who, perhaps betterinformedthanweare,
make little of this writer, so far as he himself is concerned, but we
would venture to remind them, that, insignificant as he may be
personally, takenin connection with tie circumstancesof the situa-tion, his appearance on the scene cannot be looked upon as unim-
portant. He only repeats, in fact, what wasofficially proposedby
Cardinal Quarantotti, in the days of O'Connell; what was semi-
officially proposedby Sir George Errington in our own days ;what
has beenopenly advocated by the Bishopof Salford,and whathas been
"upported by the London Tablet. The importanceofFather Belaney's
Btterances are that they show us how determined the perseveranceit, and how from generation togeneration, and from year to year.
the party who desire to obtain the complete mastery of the IrishCkurch adhere to their designs. Father Belaney is certainly a
ipokesmau of theirs, whether he speaks with their direct author-ity or without it— and wedo not see thatkehas been disowned bythem. When Cardinal Quarautottiproposed that the right of veto"kould be exercised over the appointment of the Irish bishops by
the Inglish Government,O'Connell sternly and vehemently opposedthe proposal. When Sir Geoige Krrington attempted to influencetheHoly See, theIrish people indignantly protested through their
national press, and in both instances the resistance made was eflec-tual. Why, therefore, should the InB. Catholics of the coloniesbe expected to keep silence under similar circumstances, or why"hould thiir remonstrancebe in vain ? Butit is not only the pub-lications of Father Belaney, that have given us a public warningW« publiebed last week a paragraph from the London Weekly
lUgiittr, in which a statement is made to the effect that Mgr RuffoScilla, on his return from London to Rome, had advised the appoint-ment of anEnglish representative at the Vatican withespecialregard
to Catholic affairs in the colonies. Fatherjßelaney, therefore,person-ally insignificant as he may be,hardly spoke at random when healluded, as he did in his second pamphlet, quoted by the LondonTitus, to the unfortunate manner in which the appointment ofcolonial bishops was influencedby the bishopsinIreland. Butif theCatholic Church in these colonies were placed under the supervision
of an English Government official at Rome,it would occupya very"trange and anomalous position. Among all the religious bodies inthe colonies its adherents wouldalone, as the members of a Churchbe dependent on and subject to any Government. Nay asa religious body they would be less free and less independentof theImperial Government than they would be as membersof thebodypolitic. They would derive from such a measure a characterinferiorto that of thair fellow-colonists, and would bear a particular stigma
and mirk of inferiority and distrust. And we may be persuaded
that their religious position could not be without exercisingadeteriorating influence over their civilstanding. The principle of aStateChurch would be established to their prejudice and they wouldhave all the disadvantages of such an establishmentwithout any ofits advantages. Our contention is, therefore, that it is incumbent oncolonial Catholics to resist such aproposal. There would be nothingunusual in their doing so, and nothing unrecognised in their claim-ingsuch aright. O'Connell,who vehemently andsuccessfullyresistedthe propoial of Cardinal Quarantotti, when he was dying left hisheart to Rome, and,as he had lived,died afaithful sonof the CatholicChurch. The nationalistswho lately resiatedthemission ofSirGeoige


