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Gurrent Topics

AT HOCME AND ABROAD,

WE see that slthough certain of our Catholic con-

FURTHER ‘emporaries admit, that, if the propusals made by
DEVELOPMENTS the Bev. Fatber Belaney, for the comtrol of the
ish Church according to English idess were

earried out, it wor . be a very bad thing, they express a confidence
that guch will not :done. Father Belaney, we are given to under
stand, is an ipsignificant person whose denunciations and proposals
may be taken for what they are worth, and who is not likely to
obtain a serious hesring at BRome, Father Belaney, nevertheless,
bas obtained & bearing in England. The Loodon 7 imes has given
warked prominence to his lucubrations, and others of the Londen
newspapers have done the same. We are not disposed to contradict
those of our contemporaries,who, perhaps better informed than we are,
make tittle of this writer, so far 23 he himeelf ig concerned, hut wa
would venture to remind them, that, insignificant as he may be
personally, taken in connection with the circumstances of the situa.
tion, his appearance on the scene cannot be logked upon a8 unim.
portant. IIe only repeats, in fact, what was offieially proposed by
Cardinal Quarantotti, in the days of O'Cornell; what was semi-
officially proposed by Sir George Frrington in our own days ; what
haa been cpenly advocated by the Bishop of Balferd, and what bas been
supported by the Londor 7ablet. The importance of Father Belaney's
wtterances ere that they show us how determined the perseverance
ia, and how from generation to generation, and from year to year,
the party who desire to obtain the complete mastery of the Irish
Church adhere to their designs, Father Belaney is certainly a
spokesman of theirs, whether he speaks with their direct author-
ity or witbout it—and we do Dot see that Me has been disowned by
them, When Cardinal Quarantotti proposed that the right of veto
akould be exercised over the appointment of the Irish bishops by
the Knglish Government, 0'Connell sternly and rehemently opposed
the propossl. When Sir Geoige Errington attempted to influence
ihe Holy See, the Iiish people indignaatly protested throagh their
national press, and in both instances the resistance made was effec.
taal.  Why, therefore, should the Ims. Catholics of the coloniea
be expected to keep silence under eimilar circumstances, or why
shonld their remonstrance be in vain? Buat it i not only the pab-
licationa of Father Belaney, that hsve given us a public warning,
Wae publiebed last week a paragraph from the London Weekly
Reginter, in which a statement is made to the effect that Mgr. Ruffo
Bcills, on Lis return from London to Kome, had advised the appeint-
ment of an English representative at the Vatican with especial regard
to Catholic affairs in the colonies, FatherjBelaney, therefore, person-
ally insignificant as he may be, bardly spoke at rapdom when he
alluded, as he did in his second pamphlet, quoted by the London
Times, to the unfortunate manner in which the sppointment of
colonial bishops was influenced by the bishops in Irsland, Batif the
Catholic Church in these colonies were placed undez the supervision
of an Englisk Government official at Rome, it wonld ocenpy a very
strange snd anomalons position, Among all the religions bodies in
the colonien its adherunts would alone, ee the members of a Church,
be dependent on aud subject to any Government. Nay, as
& religious body they would be less frec and less independent of the
Imperial Government than they would be as members of the body
politie, They would derive from such & measure a character inferior
to thal of their fellow-colonists, and would bear a particular stigma
and mark of inferiority and distrust, And we may be persuaded
that their religions position could bot be withont axercising a
deteriorating influence over their civil standing, The priociple of &
Btate Church would be established to their prejudice and they would
bave all the disadvaniages of such an estsblishment withont any of
its advantages. Cur contention is, therefore, that 1t is incumbent on
colonial Catholics to resiat sueh a proposal, There would be ncthing
unnsusl in their doing se, and nothing unrecognised in their claim.
ing such a right. O'Connell, who vehemently and successfully resisted
the proposal of Cardinal Quarantotti, when he was dying left his
heart to Romse, and, ar he had lived, died a faithful son of the Catholie
Chureh,  The nationalists who lately resisted the mission of Sir George

Errington incurred no rebuke, but, on the contrary, saw their resist-
ance approved in the appointment of Dr, Walsh to the archbishoprie
of Dublin, Protest in cases of this kind is cugtomary and regular
and can only be neglected at the risk of its being understood that
such a neglect ia tantgmount to voluntary acceptance and aequiescence,
However contemptible Father Belauey may be, then, or however
wanting in suthority his proposals, so far fas he is personally con.
cerned, since the considerations he has made known are evidently
gaining attention in high offivial quarters, and since they narrowly
concern the interests of colonia! Catholics, not only spiritually ba
materially as well, it is hardly ont of place for colonial Catholics to
dea! with them, and, as we have szen, thers is abundant precedent of
an unexceptionable kind for their doing so without incurring rebuke
and with complete saccess,

AMONG the special recommendations which the
THE H.AC.B.& Holy Father has made for the benefit of the Cath-
olic people and the growth and strengthening of
religion has been that Catholic Societies should obtain their adherence
and suppert, Indeed a particular remson may be seen for this in the
present day from the fact that it is by means of aati-Catholic societies
that o muek barm is done to religion, and the world becomes daily
more and more wicked and distarbed. The strength that lies in union
i8, besidea, proverbial, and men when united for a good purpose may
legitimately hope for the best resnlts. But, in any case, what the
Pope recommends is most deserviag of attention, and the advice hg
gives cannot be neglected with impunity. Catholie societies, mesa.
time, are numerous, and each and all of them have muck {o recommend
themn, 50 that there need bs no difficulty to eny man who desires it in
becoming & member of bne or other of them with a well-prounded
hope of reaping bis full ghare of the benefits to be obtsined. There
is, however, already established in this colony a scciety which, above
all others, seems most suited to the needs of the Catholic people, and
which, by the excellent results already produced by it, gives a certain
promise of fulfilling all that can be demanded of an organisation of
the kind. We need not aay that we allud. %o the H.ACBS, now
for many years established among us, and possessing s record which
shonld recommend 1t to Catholic colonists withont exception. Other
societies, there are no doubt, and we would decry none of them, but
when one society in particular bas been long sstablished, when it has
fulfilled every end for which it was inslituted, and evidently only
needs further extension and a fuller membership to ensure & Fuller
measure of saccess, the substitution of any other for it would seem
not culy superfluous but mischievous. If strength lies in union, rod
nobody will be dispesed to deny that such is the caee, one society
is certainly to be preferred to many, for there is nothing that
draws men so much together as a common membership, and
anything which might tend to diminish this is 0 ba deprecated.
Fuller fruits may be looked for and grealer efforts may bejsucceastully
carried out when sach & state of things prevals, The spirit of brother-
hood becomes more marked and active, and the effects of co-operation
are more udeful and more apparent. While, therefore, we nre anxions
to see the recommendation of the Holy Father universally adopted
by the Catholics of the Colony, we wonld deprecate any division of
forces. Nothing can be possiblyigained by such a atep,and the proba.
bilities are that much muost be lost by it. The bood of snion afforded
by the membership of the Catholic Chureh is no donbt considerable.
Of itself it should be all sufficient, and, if it faiis, weak humam
nature is accountable for the failure. But the COatbolic societies
Bupply what human natore needs to aid it and to inake the benda of
Oatholicism bind more effectually. The Charch, indead, is all thingas
to all men. With the Hebrew she is a Hebrew and with the Greek a
Greek. We have heard it thrown in the faces of Irish Catholice, fur
example, that they desired to have an Irish Pope.—And in a certain
senee the accasation wa true, as the desire was legitimats. The Irish
Catholic desires to find in the Pope a father who in dealing with hig
Irigh children can be Irish in spirit—as the Bnglish Oatholic would
have him English in spirit, or the Franch Catholic E'rengh in spiris,
or the Itslian Italian in spirit. The Pope should be all things to all
men—the common father of all; sympathiving even in the infirmities of
bin children, and, much more, in those sentiments that, like patriotism
do them houour, When[lriskmen, therefure, expect their Pope to be,
in dealing with them, Irish in heart, they expect nothing that ig
extravagant or strange, and they wonld disrespect the Pope, and take



