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CurrentTopics
A TOME AND ABROAD.

outside thepages of a goody book, cannot possibly reach maturity
Itis to be noticed, meantime, that some of themasters speak with
contempt of "children of a certain class," as they call them. Is
that tosay the children of people who are not well-to-do? When,
however,BishopNevillagain speaks the truth in public, it is to be
hopedthathe will do so with a greater degree of wisdom.

The disgraceful enormity of our American system
of divorce (says the Catholic Columbian) was,
perhaps,never better exemplified thanit wasa few

days since inLogan,Ohio, where aMrs.Ellen McDonald wasgranted
adivorce from her husband, and within ten minutes was "spliced

''
ashelpmate witha Mr: Hart.

The Daily Telegraph (says the London correspon-
,dentof the Dublin Freeman of June 11) published
a ridiculous, though malignant, canard yesterday^

to the effect thatat a meeting of the Irish party heldonMonday, at
which Mr. Parnell wasnot present, Mr. Davitt's recent speeches were
condemned. All thatneedbe said of this story is that no meeting
of any kind whateverhaa beenheld since Parliament met or since it
separated. Although to the Irish people inventions of this kind
carry their character on their faces, it is always better to nail them
distinctly, so as to avoid the shadow of a chance of misconception.

Itis an interesting fact (says theDublinFreeman)
that Mr. Gladstone's Swansea speeches were
deliveredat the residence of one of the members

of Parliament who voted against the second reading of the Home
Rule Bill, and thus created the situation which Mr. Gladstone's
speeches arenow designed to remove. Mr. Hussey Vivian, M.P., of
Singleton Abbey, Swansea, is now back to the Gladstonian fold.

Monsignor Eirby, of theIrish College in Rome
(says the correspondent of a New York paper), is
an oldman, eighty-seven year3of age. Before he
wasa priest he wasa Home Ruler. He spoke with

O'Connell at Waterford more than sixty years ago, and he has never
wavered inhis devotion to thenationality o Ireland. Hehas never
been associated with the foesof Ireland. When Sir GeoigdErrington
was in Rome in his celebrated attempt toenlist the authority of the
Vaticanon theEnglish side, Monsignor Kirby wentpeisonally to the
Pope,whohadbeen his college class-mate, and earnestly warned the
Holy Father against the English intrigue. Monsignor Kirby is the
close friend of Archbishop Walsh of Dublin;he was tbe teacher of
Archbishop Croke. In regard to Ireland their sentiments are his-
There is no differenceof opinion or feelingbetween them.

The ...ruce Herald of July 26th published the
following article. We do not, however, by any
means vouch for the truth of our contemporary's
views as to the intentionsof the Holy Father. The

Pope,we feelassured,cot not in the least doubt as to the attitude of
the Irish priesthood withrespect to

" loyalty and union," and if any
attempt is made anywhere to destroy the nationality of the Irish
people,itis certainlymade withouthis sanction. Asto the remainder
of the article wehavenothing to say,but submit it, without noteor
comment, tothe consideration of our readers:

—
"Whatever,"(says our

contemporary)"may be thought of the infallibility of the Pope,or
of the religious system generally of which he is the representative,
few would be disposed todeny thathe holdsaplace among the chief
diplomatistsof theperiod. That much is provedby his reconciliation
withGermany,and themarked consideration shown him by Prince
Bismarck. Tha ecclesiastical appointments of the Roman Catholic
Church which have been made in this Colony may, therefore, be
regarded with considerable satisfaction, and in them may be seen
favourableauspices for the future of the people. Inselecting Marist
Fathersas theprincipal bishops and priests in the country, thePope
has made amost judiciouschoice, andone which shows how greathis
deiireis for the promotion of loyalty and union. The Marist Order
)*b one whichhas had ample experience of revolutionary proceedings
on the Continentof Europe, andhas suffered considerable loss at the
hands of men engaged in them. Itmay,therefore,be concluded that
their sympathies are entirely against anything of thekind, and that
consequently,Fenianism and all its kindred movements will alwajg
findwarm opponents in them. Archbishop Redwood,indeed, from
the early connection of his family with that of Lord Clifford,may
be lookedupon as especially the representativeof theEnglish branch
of Roman Catholicism in its best form, and asbelonging to thatparty
which is representedatRome by CardinalHoward, andother English
ecclesiastics of high or noblebirth. Although the exigenciesof Dr.
Redwood's position oblige him toshow himself as moreor less con-
descendingtowards theprejudicesof his Irish flock,his whole conduct
is in evidence that his Bincere desire is to raise them from their
peculiar condition,and place them on a level with the other people
of the Colony by obliterating all those national and distinctive
characteristicswhich now separatethem from the other settlers. In
thiseffort itis tolerablycertain the Archbishop will be ably seconded
by the new Bishopof Christchurch, Dr Grimes, who came (comes?)
to the Colony from officiatingat anEnglish wateringplace, and, no
doubt,shares in the opinions of theclasses whichhavebeenmembers
of his congregation,and has modifiedany extreme viewshe mayhave
inherited from Irish parents under the influence of the better state
of things prevailing in England, where, it is said, he wasborn and
for themost parteducated. The Colony in general will have some-
thing to thank thePope for, if, as is tobe hoped, these appointments
made by him result in smoothing away all vexatious differences
among thepopulation,and promoting peace and harmony by remov-
ing those so-callednational distinctionsby whichcommunities, where
the Irishelement is largely represented,are so oftendisturbed."

Miss EllaMilleb,aBaptist missionary, writes
as follows :—

"
The Roman Catholics are everywhere

in India.Iwouldsooner contend with Brahminism
and Buddhism,or any other form of heathenism,

than with Catholicism." Of course she would, andmost naturally
Falsehoodmay prevailagainst falsehood,but truth is impregnable.'
The devil is not divided against himself, and therefore all false
religionsmust have something incommon. We canquiteunderstand
Miss Miller's sympathies.

Db. Nevill's strictures on the godless schools
have been the occasion of a tremendous amount of
indignation, expressed in all possible manners.
And the opinion of impartial people generally

seems tobe that, although his Lordship said nothing but what was
true, he acted very foolishly in saying it. Statements which may be
expected toproducea great commotion should hardly ever be made
unless irrefutable proofs have been already prepared to sustain
them, As to the schoolmasters who have given testimony in contra-
diction of the Bishop, it is delightful to witness the couleur de rose
through which they look upon their pupils. But if their view of
thematterbe the correct one, the echoes of our localitiesbid fair to
be aroused by.the voice of Rachel weeping for her children. Such
tax immacnlaterace of youngsters, having elsewhere no existence

The Brief on Temperanceaddressedby the Pope
to Bishop Ireland has called forth the following
testimony on thepartof the Lancet :—" Leo XIII.,
evenmore than his predecessorPius IX.,has made

the social amelioration of themasses an object of Catholic concern,
mobilising the forces of the Church, and even calling on public
hygiene toassist in the philanthropic crusade.

'

On Friday, June 4, the Emperor of Germany at
Keil, laid (be foundation of tne principal lock of
the great ship canal that is to connect the German
Ocean and the rivers Elbe and Weser directly with

the Baltic Sea, and thus renders the warand commercial marine of
the Empire independentof allEuropean Powersinkeeping npcom-
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