
The above Society held theirusual weekly meeting in the ChristianBrothers' schoolroom, Battray street, on Wednesday,June1. MrR. A. Dunne, Vice-president,occupied the chair, and there was anexcellent attendance of members, lhe evening was devoted toDickens, the great English novelist and humourist, and was pro-"c mucb P16*81"6 and instruction to thosepresent.Mr. P. Oarolin read a very meritorious paper on « Dickens"2?al'n» Principally with the author's life. Commencing with hisbnth,Mr. Carohn traced hissubject's career to the period when,inhis own words,"Ihave lounged about the streetinsufficiently andunsatisfactorily fed,andbut for the mercy of God,Imight easilyhave been, for any care that was takenof me, a little robber oralittle vagabond ;and thence through hisadversitiesto his successfulreporterehip in the House of Commons, concluding with theperiodwhenhe wasyetayoung author, but had for establishedhimself animperishablename |in the annals of English literature. In Dickens'life wehad a powerfullessonof the supportinghand of Providence,of self-help, of perseverance ; and the manybeautifultraits inhischaracter could notbut exciteadmiration. An aptquotation from a8?^ xuf ProfeßßOr Wilson, of "' Tales of theBorders " fame,con-cludedthepaper:"Dickens has not been deterred by the aspect ofvice and wickednessfrom seekinga spiritof good in evil things, buthas endeavouredby the might of genius to transmute what wasbaseinto what is precious as thebeaten gold. How kindandgood amanbe is,Ineednot say; nor what strength of genius he has acquiredby that profound sympathy with his fellow-creatures, whether inprosperity or overwhelmedwith unfortunate circumstances,but whoyet donot sink under their miseries, but trust to their own strengthof endurance— to that principle of truth, honour, and integrity,which isnostranger to the uncultivated bosom, and which is foundinthe lowestabodesin as great strength as in the halls of noblesand palacesof kings."
Mr.J.B.Dundonread what was pronounced to beanexcellentpaper entitled » A Half-hour with Dickens," in which be treatedofsome.of the author's works. He endeavoured to convey to hishearers some idea of Dickens' writings-their truthfulness, in themain, to nature; theirabundant humour, theirpathos,their happyphraseology, their benevolenceand charity, their effect upon society,its fads and indifferences to suffering humanity. In so doing hetreated of the "Sketches by Boz

"
(Dickens' first contribution.*>literature), "Pickwick Papers," "Nicholas Nickleby," "OIiJR-Twist, "

DavidCopparfield,*' and "The Old Curiosity Shop,"— thosewareonly a few out of the many productionsof Dickens, but theywere amirror mwhich could be teen the wonderful geniusof theman,and the characteristics whichMr. Dundon in the beginningofthe papersaid he wouldendeavour topointout. Dickenshad wishedfor noother monument thanhis writings, and the essayist could notconceive a monument which would be capable of shedding morehonour or more lustreon so brillianta man. Inonelittle coupletwasconcentrated the wholeman:— wujuw,"Howe'eritbe, it seems to me,
'Tisonlynoble todo good."

Both papers were criticised in favourable terms by Messrs,Deehan, Hayes,J. Eager,J.G. McKelvey, and Cantwell, and votesof thanks awarded.
Readings from Dickens,all of which werehumorous, weregivenby Messrs. J. G. McKelvey, J.J.Dunne, and F. Cantwell. Thereadings werewelldeliveredand veryamusing, and votesof thankswereaccorded.
The njualcompliment to thtobairman terminatedthe meeting.
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HORSE MARKET.

i-*« f rm R̂Tt Swbphbnson, ANDCo.reportasfollows:— Forlast Saturday s sale about 60 hortea came forward, including somereally gooddraughtsfromMessrs. Ohas. M'Lean(Kelso)and H.Craie(Lawrence),which weresoldat quotations. The sale wasdoll,owineto most of the shippers being out of the market. We quote first-class heavy draughts at from £20 to £25, medium, £10 to £16 :first-classhacksandlight-harness horses, £15 to £20 ;medium, £8 to412 ;light and inferior, £1 10s to £5.
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GRAIN REPORT.Mebsbs.SamublOrb andCo.,Stafford street.reportfor the weekending June8, asfollows:-Wheat:Our m.rkethas elicitednoKnewsince last week. The millers,having fairly large stocks to wo?fupon,donot ftbowm,inclination tooperate "« thehigb
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