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by theparty he served;his son's indignaut letter on the subject twodays before;hislast journey to the Tory Chief, who, itis whisperedaloud, literally broke his heart;his death under LoH Salisbury'sill-omenedroof. Sudden deaths are fearful things. Andalong withthenewsof Lord Iddesleigh'adecease, onemust recall involuntarilythat of thenun in Belfast a few years ago, who died of the samedisease asthe late peer. He was Sir StaffordNorthcote then,andinthe service of theparty which insulted andbetrayed him since, came
toBelfaston the same mission as Lord RandolphChurchill

—
to stirup the Orangemen. They became sufficiently stirred to besiege aconvent, in whichone of the Sisters droppeddead with fright.The Lord Lieutenant Castlereagh has replied to thememorialof his tenantry,asking for a reduction, thathe willnotlower the rents,

but will seil at a reasonable price. What is his idea of that remainstobe seen.
The Londonderry tenants of the London Company of Skinnershaveoffered seven yearsrent aspurchasemoney of their farms. Thesetenants are mainly Presbyterians.

H. A. C. B. S.
(Sydney Penny Nation,February 12)

On Friday,4th inst., the annual meeting of the delegates from thedifferent branches in the town and coantry, forming the N.B.W.district, washeld in the Bible Hall, William street. The d strictpresident (Mr. H. Connolly) was in the chair. The other districtofficers were district vice-president,J. O'Neil;district treasurer,F.O'Rourke ;district secretary,H.E.Kelly;andpastdistrict president,
P.Stepleton. After the formal business of opening wasperformed
the auditors, Messrs. M'Keown and Pope, submitted a verysatisfactory report, after which the district secretary presentedthe
following report:— Report by the District Executive. To theDelegates of the Sydney District Board. Gentlemen,— According toa
well established custom we desire to place before you a report of the
condition of, and advancementmade by tbe different branches form-
ing our district,of the increase of our own finances, of our marked
success ia the establishment of new branches, anu of other general
aad fundamental matters. You will perceive that we have,during
the year1886, added toour district four newbranches, St. Patrick's,
Kogarab;St.Joseph's,Newtown;St. Patrick's,Wellington ;aad St.
Virgilus, Hay. TheKogarah and Newtownbranches are in money
andmembers progressingmost satisfactorily. St. Patrick's,Welling-
ton, is contending against a very formidable difficulty and receiving
unjust treatment from a quarter whenceitmignt be least expected.
The branch wasoriginally established under the immediate jurisdic-
of the E.D., but from unknown causes broke up leaving £15 and theRegalia, butunpaid for. The present members, on re-opening thisbranch, thought themselves justly entitled to both, which, however
cannot evidently be accomplished though they offered to redeem
tke old branch from its indebtedness to the B.D. St. Virgilius,
Hay,baa just been openedby the priestandsomeinfluential members
of the town. Our promptness and generosity towards establishing
this branch has been most satisfactory to the members in that remotetown, where we look forward to with the hope that s®on a vary
flourishing branch will exist. In addition to these wehave, after
considerable mental anxiety and endless correspondence,succeeded
ia having affiliated toour district, under moat favouiable conditions
the Sacred HeartBraach, Goulburn, No. 164, which webelieve will
prove a valuable and beneficial acquisition tous, because the branchitself, though comparatively yonng, in ina sound financial condition,
its members intelligently and socially respectable,and m the centre
of a largeand flourishing town aaddistrict, in which we contemplate
at an early date opening other brunches. Uf the city and suburban
branches we are in aposition to say that the advancementmade is
indeed astounding with the exception of St. Peter'sBranch, SurryHills, which has falleo considerably to the rear of others in funds,
though Urge inits number of members. We fully recognise the state
of this branch, and we have under consideration the necessity oftaking such action, as early as possible, as will placeit on a firmerfoundation. Recently some of our country branches have entered
into speculations of the most doubtful character, sucu as public
sports, balls, concerts,etc.,with very disastrous results to themselves
indeed. The Friendly Society's Commission spoke very strongly
against this practice, and agaiust sucu we are determined for the
future tostrongly set our countenance. By these sports one branch
lost £24, while another lost £34, ineachcase out of thebranch funds.St. Joseph's Branch,Forbes, baa found it necessary, withour consent,
to raise the weekly contributions to Is 3d. This we believe- from
experienceto be a 6tep in the right direction, because Is per week is
insufficient to meetall the demands upon the country branches, which
very often borrow from the Sick Fund when there are no other
available meansof paying the incidental expenses, but which i < our
opinion would be easily met by Is BJ. We accordingly rocomtnead
this thoughtful and commendable act of St. Joseph s branch to the
earlyconsideration of the sister branches. We now, gentlemen, wish
todirect yourattention to the condition of ourfinances, winch, indeed,
are most excellent. You see by the tabulated statement which
accompanies our balance sheet that the credit of the tiick Fundof
the branches is over £2150, while theincidentalcredit is £880, spreadover 22 branches, with 1580 members. Tne capitalot the district
branchis, including Statute aidBuilding Funds, £1403 16s 6d cash,
to which may be added assets over liabilities in good's account,
£225, making a grand total of £4660, showing anincrease of £500,
and 300 members on the previous year, and in each caso nearly
double thatof 1884. Tlusa figures require noeloquent language to
convince you of the stability ot, and tue unparalleled progress madeby the D.B.andbranchesduring the pastyear,a conditon, nodoubt,
most pleasing to you and to every other intelligent member of this
grandandrapidly -flourishing Society, butmore thangratifyingto us,
who are charged with the responsibility ot careful supervision andeconomical management of so promising a society, the chief
oharateristic of Which is the harmony and social brotherly feeling

(Fromoar own Cbrrespondemt.)
Dublin,January 13, 1887.Twe evictions in Kerry take place nnder circumstances of intensecruelty. First ofall, the rigours of the season,then theHtter povertyof the people, and, above all, the practice which is being carried

out inGlenbeigb, of burningdown the cabins when the tenants aredriven out of them. Judgq Curran, General Buller, and othersinterfered for a time between these tenants and the exterminators,
but since restraining the landlords is no longer the Governmentpolicy, the victims are left to their fate. Thebailiffsand emergency
men comeprovided with paraffin oil, and matches, and tearing off■ome sods or screws from the roof,set fire to the house from the in-"ide. Simultaneously others attack the gables with crowbars, dis-placing foundation stonesuntil the roof -tree collapsesa flaming massof ruins. A like fate falls upon the cow sheds or other out buildingsattached to these doomed homes. A ragged, maddened, crowd,alternating between despair anddefiance give vent to their feelingsin wails and imprecations, sometimes in stone-throwing, whichdiverts the workof destruction for a littlewhile, but does not prevent
it. Mostof these holdingsare valued at aboutfive pounds,andrentedat ten;a hundreddecrees for possessionare still in thehands of theChton sheriff for execution. On the other hand' hardly a day passeswithout bringing some cheering sign of how the struggle ffoes withthe Plan of Compaign and the united might of the landlords andthe Government. The efforts to suppress the Plan were reallymagical! The hour the Castle declared war against it, the peopletook it to their hearts in a way that amazed its very founders Thesame way withall the suppressed meetings— the M.P.'s.priests, andpeopleaccomplish their purposes withinfinitely moreeffectwhile thefighting forces of Britain arescouring the hills and glens upon wildgoose chases in the snow. Lord Dillon'ssurrender tohis truly noblenamesake, John Dillon, is the event of the week. This estate islarge, supplying bis lordship with an income of over twenty-fivethousand poundsannually, and these rents, be it remembered, werealwayspaid even in the"black forty-seven,"and the" sad seventy-nine." A learned professor with no political leanings, who oncemade a map of the soil, told me werehe a land-commissioner, hewouldreduce the rentsby seventy-fiveper cent. Itwas not from thesoil, but from toil in England and elsewherethe tenants wrungLordDillon's rents. "Herefused to grant them the modest reduction oftwenty-five per cent.,until, under John Billon's guidance, the Planwas put in practise, with the result of bringing the landlords toreason. He consents to anirreducible minimum of twenty per centall round, re instatementof all evicted tenants, and the payment ofthe wholeof the costs.

The so-called " traversers
"

are retarned for trial after havinghad thepleasure of cross-examining the Chief Secretary, Sir RedversBuller, and a few other governors of Ireland in the Green streetPolice Court. The series of blundeis by which the Executive left itin thepower of the
"

traversers
"

to summoa them excited much
amusement in Dublin, but the evidence was provocative of nothing
but contempt. The air of Dublin Castle has proved toostrong forGeneral Buller, the generous impulses he displayed in Kerry arealreadypoisoned,

Chief amongst the meetings of the week was the ProtestantHome Rulers— oneof the largest and most influential yet held bythat braveandpatriotic association. The Protestant Home Rulersarenot so verj long in existence,but certainly,so far as intellectandpurity of principles go, they make one proudof being their com-patriots. It is a cheering thing to remember tkat out of the veryhot-bed of Toryigm, Trinity College, the b«st of these men havesprung— youn? men, too. who have taken Davis for their model both
in public and private life. Many of them, however, havenoble and inspiriting family traditions of their own to lookback upon, for example, the grandsons of Mr. William BmithO Bnen, who were id the fore frontof the Association. At the meet-.ingonWednesday, Mr.T. A.Dickson,ex-Memberfor Tyrone,made aneloquentspeech in announcing his conversion to HomaRule whileProfessor .Galbraith, Arthur Webb, and others followed who wereequally impressive indemanding our National rights. The ProtestantHome Rulers are about startinga new National weeklypaper to becalled NorthandSouth. The title, whichis taken fromSir C GDuffy'sbook," The League of North and South," is indicative of its aimsIt la to be mainly propagandist, to use every worthyeffort touniteUrange and green in tbe one sacred cause of our unhappy countryTheeditor.Mr. C,H.Oldham.ai though quiteycung,is alreadyanotablehgurein intellectual efforts here;he wasone of those who turned theDublin University ltevic?»—he is a gold medalist of Trinity College—from its respectable old Conservatism, iuto a National magazine.When the College dons awoke to the faot, there wasconsternation intheir midst they withdrewthe seal of the College from its cover,andreclaimed their subscriptions when th»y saw an article by MichaelDavitt inthe place of honour. By way of antidote, evidently, theI.L.P.U. havedeterminedon issuing a paper also,Ihavenot yetheardClonTl'notorfety ' "*"^ *' * *Ml'PhiHP Ba n̂ell of

Anamusing feature of the Round Room of the Mansion, whereinthe banquet for Messrs. Labouchere and Conybeare was held theothermght, v the echo. This,inits way,is asmarvellous as that ofJiUlarney. There was a large mirror opposite where the editorofIrvthsat,so thatnot only every wordof his witty andsympathetic
«Pf«? *«Mdoubled,buthis gestures likewise. The ladies,whoalmost Ifilled the gallery, were in abetter position to perceive this than any
of the sevenhundredguests.

Apropos of ladies, Imay mention the approaching marriage ofthe eldest daughterof the lateA.M.Bullivan,toMauriceHealy M.P.Andalso thepreparationswhich areon foot to welcome Mr and MrsMichael Davitton their return to Ireland. A public banquetand anaddress arealready spokenof.
The tragic death of Lord Idde*leigh is on everybody's tongte.Not a detail of ghastly andawful interest was wanting;his betrayal
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