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AT HOME AND ABRGAD.
- — —
The Saturday Review, as we might rationally
suppose hag been a good deal put ont by Mr. Glad-
stone's reference, in his article on Lord Tennyson's
poem, to the manner in which the Union was
carried, Its comments on the matter run ag follows :—" The words
* devilish enginery,” are borrowed from tke least admirable passage in
Paradise Lost where they are applied to Satan's early invention of
gunpowder and cancor, For once during the composition of his
great poem Milton laboured under the delusion that his geniue in-
cluded a comic element. Itis not certain whether Mr, Gladstone
employs the borrowed phrase with a facetious purpose. It is meore
dignified to stigmatise the policy of Mr, Pitt and Lord Castlereagh
a8 devilish than to condemn it as blackguardly., Here, a5 elsewhere
Mr, Gladstone apparently forgets that he professes a desire to main-
taln the union in disregard of its Tartarean origin. He has, perhaps,
some dim conscicusness that notwithstanding bis reservations the
Testoration of an Irish Parliament would be {a itself a repeal of the
nnion. It is a preposterous assumption that, even if a law had been
passed by devilish enginery eighty-seven years ago, it ought now to
be repealed. During the whole of the interval between the date of
the union and Mr, Gladstone’s last retarn to office, every statesman
!:las approved the produet of Mr, Pitt’s devilish enginery.” All thag
is necessary then, to justify anything, howaver vile, is a due lapse of
Fime and the approval of eminent men. The principles of truth and
justice in themselves go for nothing, The devilish enginery —and we
conclude that what is devilish is blackguardly as well—for it is to
be presumed tbat the devilis also the father of blackguards—has
been prolonged all through in the system established by the union
and no approval by anyone can justify or excuse it, The very argu-'
ment employed by the Review betrays the weakress of his cause,

DEYILIEH
ENGINERY.

Tue London Zablet of January 8th is fortunate

THE enough to present its readers with the following
“TABLET"  extract from a book reviewed in its columps:—
AGAIN,

“ There never was a period when the Roman
Catholics (I do not use the term invidicusly),
were the object of more violent fear and dislike than at present
thanks to the viclence of certain Irish members of the Catholic
Ohurch who want to be persscuted. 1f the English Catholice stood
alone they wounld inspire respect at all times, The association with
Ireland ie their bane,” The correspondence from which this passage
ig taken is that of the late Mr, Abraham Hayward, and the passage
was written in 1856. But, at lesst, it ia not the fault of the London
Tablet and the party represented by it, if any associalion between
the English and the Irish Catholic {s any longer made, and if all the
world does not clearly perceive the great gulf that exists between
them. In the case of the Irish Catholic the faith iz contained in a
very shabby and contemptible, indeed in a wholly objectionable and
disgraceful earthen vesgel, but in the case of his English superior
the vessel is of some choice and precione material, and in each
instance it is the vessel that gualifies it contents, and not the contents
that affect the vessel. The Catholic faith, they say, bas been a
failure in freland, and this is a truth wkich, for the credit of English
Catholics of the Norfolk party, sbould be fully understood in every
part of the world, We feel onrselves bound, therefore, to second the
efforta of the Tublet so that, as we also do, our readers generally may
acknowledge their inferiority, and confess that they are rightly held
in detestation and contempt, The Tablet reviewer quotes the passage
in question as an example of the very curions notion of the status of
the Cburch in England entertained by Mr, Hayward, and that is all
his comment on it. But at least the non-Catholie most ignorant of
Catholic affairs should be able to distinguish between the Churel as
ecen in ber English and ber Irish members, To suppose that even
the faith itself forms a bond of union between them is a most absyrd
mistake. There is a very wide difference, and let us co-operate with
the Tablet in makiog it universally recoguised, We do but follow
the lead of cur interesting and most Christian superior,

IT may be remembered that when tae late Lerd
AKX ECCERTRIC Clyde died the London Observer caused some
PBOCEEDING. comment by stating that his will s written, as it
said, “astrange to say on elob , er"—A fict
nevertheless, which was explained without casting any. asterreflection
on the memory of the deceased General, and, as to the statement of
the Qbserver, it was made the text of a clever lay-sermon preached by
Mr, Thackeray in the Cern Ifill Magazine, Another :range instince
of the use of stamped paper is now said to have occuned in connection
with the resignation of Lord Randolph Churchill, but concerning
which it is feared tbat no satisfactory explanation can be made,—It is
reported, in short, that the resignation was written on Windsor Castle
paper, thereby betraying that the noble Lord had written it during the
time that he was the guest of her Majesty the Queen, to whom,
notwithatandiag, he gave nokint of his intention.—And her Majesty
is said to be highly incensed at the manner in which she was ignorad:
The first intimation of the step taken by him was given hy Lord
Randolph to the editor of the Téimes with whom he was closeted foran
hour or8o at a late hour of the night, and who took extraordinary
precautions to pravent any hiat of the affair from getting out into the
other newspaper offices until his own publication had been made. The
matter is said to have secured for the Fimes a new importanceand 1o
have been worth to it fully five thonsand pounds in money. Buttbat
did not hinder Lord Randolph from being severely dealt with in its
columns.~~The eccentric manner, meantime, in which the resignation
wad made known has been almoat as much a topic for conversation and
comment of one kind or another as the resignation iteelf and all it
nvolved,

ACCORDING to * Ruffler " in Vanity Fair the hero
ig accasionally not altogether heroic—He writes 53
follows +—* 1 hear that the real reason of Lord
Randolph Churchill's retirement from office s the
disgrace which is thought to be entailed upon the family by the fact
tha tthe head of it was found innocent in the recent cawuse célebre.
The Duke's acquittal was certainly not in keeping with the family
traditiona. The Great Mariborough wonld have scorned to be sus-
pected of heing innocent in any afaire de ecenr, and, what is more,
he would probably bave turned an honest thousand rr two by the
transaction,

PALTRY
HEROCISM,

WHEX the Crimean war began, the Emperor
A SHAMEFUL Nicholas in the savage frame of mind that resulted
ASPIRATION, from his not altogether unfounded conviction that
be had been treachersusly dealt with, invoked the
aid of “ General Fevrier " as he called it, and gave a grim expression
to his hopes of what the rigorons climate would do for him, The
report of hig utterance caused a great deal of indignation and dis-
gust, and when at the time he had hoped for he himself, or all that
wag left of him, was a corpse. Punch in retaliation published a
picture of what * General Fevrier ” had, in fact, brought with it, We
find the enemies of Mr. Gladetone now resorting tn an invocation that
strikes us a8, if possible, more cruel and inbuman than that made by
the Russian Czar, and which consideration for the commeon infirmities
of cur nature should forbid. *The one point,” writes one of
them, “ which every right-minded politician should keep in view to
the exelusion of all others—is to prevent the possibility of Mr. Glad-
stone’areturn to office. Mr, Gladstone bas just completed his seventy-
geventh year ; and if the combined efforts of the Conservatives and
Liberal Unioniats are able to keep him in opposition for another year
or two, his powers of evil will have been pretty fairly exorcised, and
his claws will bave been permanently clipped by the effectual scissors
of old age,” Is there not something particularly odicus in this greet-
ing to a glorious old age, this allusion to the igevitable havoe that
time must bring about, this aspiration for the destruetion of an in-
tetlect that has done honour to the country which produced it, and to
the race from which it is sprung? If the Emperor Nicholas merited
anger during hislife, and 2 triumphant denunciation after his death, be-
causz he had invoked hardship and disease for the destruction of an
army that menaced his Empire, what do| they not deserve who call
upon dotage and infirmity to free them from a champion of the right,
whom, in his strength and intellectual supremacy, they durst not meet?
But in this we have a trueillustration of the party who procured and
would sustain the Union,



