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Freethinkers and the moral revolutionists of this age will, not-
withstanding all thf'ir boa-tins; of liberty aud progress, condemn
Mormonism, Hindooism, and any other ism. the practice of which
they cannot see their way to permit. They will tell you they do so
because it is a violation of criminal law. Granted. Buteither that
criminal law is just, or it is not If it is not, then why does itexist 1
Why do not Freethinkers wipe it from the statutebooks and blot its
memory from earth as snon as they can ? If it is just, then it is
evident there canexist a just law, which strikes at the conscience of
individuals and forbids them the piactice of what, on their own
declaration, lea^on assorts to be their inalienable right. We will,
perhaps, be. told that to maintain society on its present basis it is
necessary that criminal law should exist. And so it i=, but then why
boast of grantine perfect freedom of worship and of conscience to
man, whenhe maynot dare toclash with State-authority ? Andwhy,
in the face of this do the philanthropists f modern times, who arein
many respects only dreamers of fanciful thcoiics,reproach the Catholic
Church because, when expediency dictated, she a-ked the State topro-
tect heiself and her laws from biro's and fanatics, who would if they
could, destroy heiself from earth and tear them from the hearts of
her children ? The Encyclical of 1861, states, °ay Freethinkers, that

"tde State is to support the Church And so it does state it, but in
what sense ? Itexplainsitself when it tells us that the State should
permit the Catholic Church to useher own laws, and that no one
should be permittedby Government to wrest away her liberty with
impunity, And is not this a fair demand of the Church and a just
explanationof her position? But they seem to wish her to have no
such liberty, and hence they are annoyed at her honest claims. Her
claims, however, will remainand always bj listened toby honourable
andupright statesmen. Freethinkers try toholdup the Catholic Church
and her principlesas an object for the contempt of mankind because
they say she would assail the conscience and that liberty which is
each man's personalright. And whatdo they do ? Fake again that
heartrending subject of Catholic education, to which we have so
oftenadverted before. Catholics say they cannot in conscience and
on the principles of their faithallow their children to avail them-
selves of the advantages of the secular system. They have protected,
andshall continue lo protest with all the earnestness of their souls,
against it. Is their conscience much respected by those who boist

Sister Mathilda of St. Francis' Hospital,La Crosse, was among
those who took part in the recent examination of the State board of
pharmacy, held in that city recently. She maintained a general
averageof 95 per cent., the highest thathas ever been maintained by
a candidate since theboardbegan to hold examinations.
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powers that be. Already thn Lord Mayor (T. D. Sullivaa) has
seised on the ludicrousness of the situation, and oneof his inimitable
jeux d'esprit is being sung on all sides. The verses are thoroughly in
theold ballad style, and are full of characteristic drollery. It is to
the efforts of CastJereagh his colleagues to defeat the Plan of
Campaign weare indebted for the terms" garnishee

"
and

"
fi fa fum."

A TALE OF A GARNISHBE-
Itwas theLord Lieutenant, whosename is Castlereagh,
He sent foi Thomas Sexton, and thus tohim did say:
'■ You are our new High Sheriff, and now your time has come
To executea Garnishee, likewise a Fi-fa-fum.' 1

Thenup spoke Thomas Sexton, andsays to Castlereagh:"Of course the things you'vementioned I'll do without delay,
Butfirst this simple question you'll have toanswer me

—
Pray tellme what's aFi-fa-fum and what's aGarnishee ?

"
Then Castlereagh he placed two rolls of paper in his hand."'Find out," Rays he, '-one Will o'Brine, theplague of all theUnd.
We want the debthe owes the Crown ; we wish to strike him dumb;
So servehim with this Garnishee, likewise this Fi-fa-fum."
Then off went Sheriff Sexton,a pleasanthour tospend
Upstairs in the Impayrial withhis colleague and his friend.
They called for coffee andcigars,and laughedright merrilee
Whileporing o'er the Fi-fa-fum, likewise the Garnishee." Beholdmy whole andsole estate," said cheery Will O'Brine;"

So now take up your documents, andpen on each a line ;
On one write

'
nulhi bona,'on t'other,'He won't come.'

And there you've filled your Garnishee, likewise your Fi-fa-fum."

Oh Iwhen unto the Cacti-" Tom Sexton wentnext day,
'Twas something to behold the rngc of Castlereagh.
He's not allowed to shave himself, or sharpenedsteel to see,
Since he got back his Fi-fa-fum, likewise his Garnishee.

For extreme cruelty, Lord do Freyne has well outstepped his
brother lords and landlords during the present week

—
Christmas

week, be it remembered. Th« facts are as follows:His lordship
recently evicted apoor old widow, named Mary Mornscy

—
a bed-

ridden, helpless creature, ninety years of age— together with her
daughter Margaret, who is also indelicate health. Their patch of
ground measures one acre and a-half. After the eviction, the old
womanlay for a fortnight outside the door of her cabin, where she
had been deposited by the bailiffs. The daughter made a shelter
over her with some sticks and aquilt ; but when the snow came this
poor daughter grew bold from the fear of her mother's death by
exposure. She opened the d'o", a'd rnamgoIto get the sick woman
laid on some straw on the clay floor. H's Lordship was inform°d.
The bailiff ctrne to warn off these trespis^crs ; the old wornin
pleaded piteously for leave to die inside the wills— even ven-
tured to promise that she would not be long a tr nible to Lord de
Freyne. and that he mi?ht dv what he liked with the place whenshe
would be pone. His 1 irdship was inexorable, Thi two women were
summoned to the Petty Sessions— the daughter only was able to
attend The law was vindica fcd, however, and the defendants weie
ordered to gaol in default of their paying a tine.

THE SUBSTANCE OF TWO LECTURES DELI-
VERED BY REV. FATHER HURLEY. RANGIORA.

themselves the liberators of mankind? Far from it;they are com-
pelled,against every protest, against every belief, to pay dearly for
what they can never approve nor even hope to enjoy. But they
will t^ll you, and they have told you, that secular and religious
education can be separated,and, therefore, they aredoingno injustice
to oneportion of the community when they lock all religions outside
the school. They want to bring up all the children to know and love
each other, and to be citizens striving together for a common cause.
It is a plausible argument, but it will not stand the test of severe
criticism. Education, to be whatsociety needs and what the Church
understands by it,must necessarily be Christian. Religion must shed
its light, and beautify and soften every phase and stage of it.
Educationis intended to soften the heart, smooth the asperities of
nature,and polish manners, as well a9sharpen the intellect. These
eSects are accomplishedunder the benign influence of religion. But
in the secular system God and the truths of redemptionare ignored.
Its main tendency, therefore, is to foster intellectual pride. By
giving too much head andno heart ithelps very much tomake man
a demon. But how can secular and religious educationbe separatedf
Will a few half-hours in the weekbe thought sufficient for a know-
ledge of God and the truths of eternity,andshall six or eight hours
a day be considered too little to devote to a knowledge of this world,
and to what mennow-a-days style modern progress? School opens
for secular work at 9 or 10 o'clock in the morning. Most
children in country districts have to come long distances. The
bustle of school life and the strain of intellectual attention
kept up,almost constantly, for six or eigUt hours, is a weary,jading
work. Itis especially so on youth. School hoursover they haveno
desire except for relaxation from intellectual labour. They cannot
be expected to sit down to listen to religious instructions with that
freshness and vigour of mind with which their souls open in the
morning to drink: in secular knowledge. The secular master and the
religious instructor are placed here at very unequaladvantages. God
and the world are receiving very different treatment. Children will
not learn well when they have nodesire to learn. They willperceive
little beauty in religion when their minds are languid and their im«
aginations dulled. Nor will they manifest any relish for studying a
subject which is learned under such painful circumstances. What
valuecan taey be expectedto attachto that which the Government of
the country relegates to those hours of life, when nature herself
clamours for rest ? The perception of achild is quick, beyond what
most peopleare ready to believe. Itwillvery wellperceiveif religion
is considered cf secondry importance. And what other conclusion
can itcome to1 Religion is ignored duringschool hours ;thenames
of Christ and His apostles, their lives, and sufferings,and death,are
not in the school lessons, The heroes of antiquity and their deeds, the
revolutionize!s of modern society; the wars, and pestilences, and
famines, that have devastated the world;the advancesin commerce,
and the changes m political arenas

— all these areparaded,dressed in
their most attractive garb,before the mind's eyeof the youngboy and
young £itl, but Christianity and its influence on society, and the lives
of Chnst aud His saints, and the heioic fortitude of the maityrs,a 11
those are locked in the lumber room of oblivion. No t religion
mubt be the alpha and omega in Christian education. The super-
structure of secular knowledgemust be lai 1on the foundationof an
unshaken faith. Men were notborr tobe mere citizens of an earthly
kingdom ; we have no lasting title here. Heaven is our goal,and
whatever tends to draw us away from that, will provea curse, nota
blessing. And what guarantee have we that the morals of our
children will not be tainted with the infidelity of atheistic
masters ? The young saplings cannot be raised and cultivated, and
brought to full maturity beneath the shade of a decaying oak, with-
out inhaling some of the noxious odours that are given out day by
day. And who will say that many ot the masters presiding in the
Mate schools arenot menof verydecided irreligious ideas. If so is
it not clearly in their power when commentingon a fact in history,
or explaining a difficulty in chronology, or solving a problem in
mathematics, in discussing a question in science, almost in a word,
in explaining anything at all, to throw out a cant at religion that
shall for ever remain fixed in the tenacious memory of the child1
Can Catholics maintain a calm conscience while they voluntarily
place their childien in jeopardy of this nature? Can the Church,
whoso duty it is to point to Heaven as the primary endof education
remain silent, while she sees the education and training of the little
onescommitted to hercareby the SupremeLegislator, wrestedentirely
from her authority ? But weknow the ultimate endstatesmen have
in view in the establishment of this system. By introducing com-
pulsory clauses they want to dispute withparents the right toeducate
their own children : this end accomplished they will see their way
more clearly to deny this same right to the Church: again, this effect
brought about, the SUte would exercise complete control in that
department, where the destruction of Christianity appears most
inevitable. We know what has been theresult in countries where
they have banished mote of the religious Orders, closed all schools
but their own, and compelled all denominations to attend them.
'Ihe tide of infidelity has flown high, and morality has everywhere
sunk beneath the advance of the iniquitousscheme. To make men
love each other and be better citizens is a noble aim. No one more
cordially approves it than the Chutch ; that is part of her mission
onearth. Buthow can this be accomplished without religion ? God
is love,and the essence of religion is also love. Our duties to man
.md the Stateare b,tsed upon our duties to God. To love Him is to
love everything good, to hate all that is bad. Make men faithful to
Him ami >ou make them upholdersof the State meverything great
and honourable ;make them traitors to God aud you will never make
them loyal toeach other.

1 ( Concluded inournext.)
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