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before this termination oceurred, France wounkd almost certainly have
bowed again to the rule of a despat. The general who carried her
¥ictoricus armies with him to Berlin would have become the arbiter of
ber fortunea, Would he have had the magnanimity to lay his laurels at
the feet of & President,—Grevy, or Freycinet, or another, and to seek
no higher honoura for himself 7 ~8uch a man there perhaps migat be
found, but let him be greeted ag more chivalrous than Bayard, as more
noble and disinterested than even Washington himself. The guneral,

meantime, whom the day actually prescats to us as  the
leader of the French armies is General Boulanger, and of
bim we may certainly say that the man is known; the

commander alone rematns to b proved. But if he prove to be the
conqaeror of Germany we shall see Praace at the feat of a noted self-
secke?, a man who bas no thoaght but that of his own interests and wha
will stop at nothing to advanca them.—France, as she was before,
will be at the disposal of one whois a great soldier but a small-sonled
being, capable of every hing that is base and mean, and characteristic
of the tyrant.—Such would bs tha second Napoleon in trath-—for we
have no more to do with shadows or meie names--under whose weight
first the Republic woald fall asecond time,and then France herself. Bub
if, on the other hand, the Germans conquered, is it possible that Prince
Bismarck would see with a favourable eye the continuance of a form of
government, that in France is sure to be the source of anarchy and
the breaking down of thrones and governments in all parts of Europe.
~—France as she now exists s the plague spot of the civilized warid,
out of her ail manner of discontent and evil muat proceed.—We do
Dot suppose that it is for the love of the Catholic Church that Prince
Bismarck has come to terms with Pope Leo XIIT. He has withdrawn
from the régulations of the Kulturkampf because he saw that, with the
desline of religion ic Germany, conspiraey and every form of wicked-
Doss must iacrease.—We may be persuidel he does not look on with
unconvern while 4 still more activa war asainst relizion is going oa
In France, aud the whole population of that country is being deprived
of the Cnristranity thar makes the sataguard of every civilised State.
A corrupt France means a corrupt Kurope, and Germany cannot
eacape the general pollution.—Oue of the conseguences, therefore, fof
which we might certainly lovk, were another Franco-German war to
resuit in the defeat of the French, would be the overthrow of the
1B;‘-Jp.u!;dio and the establishment of another form of government at

ATig.

ANOTHER question that is also of much intorest

A¥ IMPORTANT presents itself to ua amoug the rumours of impend-

CONBIDERATION. ing war that now prevail. It is as to the part to

be taken by Italy in the co- flict shonld it becom

geueral.  Nob, however, that we are particularly interested in the
klogdom of Ttaly as at present constituted, or that we feel any
particular doubt as to how it must fare in the event of its beiug
engaged in war. Its fortumes must be slmply those of a country
already overburdencd and obliged to iweur fresh obligations of a
serious nature. The population already taxzed beyond all bounds
must suffer the penalty of not being able to bear fresh taxation, and
misery, and want, and hardship, must resslt that no victory could
relieve, and no glory could coneeal, But how would it thrive with
the Holy Father should the Italian Government become inveolved in
the conflict? The situation of the Pope has not by any means
Improved of late. His dauntless aspect, hiz firm determination to
uphold the rights of the Oborch, and to provide for the wants of
religion even in the stronghold of the enemy, has exasperated his
Gpponents and filled them nfresh with rage. The restoration of all
their former privileges to ths Socicty of Jesus particularly has heen
made the excuse for renewed outbursts of fury and menaces, and it is
evident that fear of the counsequences alone prevents violemce from
foliowing close upon thess threats, Should a war break out, there-
fore, in which Italy would be engaged, a great deal would depend on
the temper of the Powers with which she wag allied, Were they
hostile to the Pope, the maleontents would have licence to work their
will. Rome would be no longer a safe place for the Holy Father to
remain in, and he would be obliged to take refuge elsewhere, But
what would the Eternal City become were it delivered up wholly
into the hands of the enemies of the Papacy 7 1t would become all
that unbridled hatred conld make it~for even now the more
can‘did among these enemies admit that it s not good
polioy nor fitness of any kind that makes them insist. so resolutely
upon preserving Rome s the capital of the new kingdom, but
only hatred of t o Myrhglic Church.—We  kave seen what
Vaudals inspired by hatied, Lut still held within bounds can do—
bow they have, in a great degree disfigured and spoiled the monu.
ments of ages or wholly swept them away.—All coltured Enrope
already complaing of the havoe that has been wrought, and many of
those who beheld the Piedmontese invasion with approval are
punished by what they now behold with mdignation and disgust,—
But Bome iu the hands of a mob before whose violeace the Pope was
obliged to fly, and supported by forces hostile to the Papacy would
become, 80 far &s Christian monuments, oI e¥ven monuments associated
ip oy way with Ubristian traditions, are amociated, a rubbish heap

and a scandal to the world.—Pagar hatred still left us same
venerable rel.es of Christian ages in the tombs and underground
resorts of the saints, but the hatred of the apostate sects would not
leave one vestige nndestroyed.—In auy case, the situstion of the Pope
would be ope of anxiety and danger. Even were the allies of the
Italiane friendly to him, among the vicissitudes of war it might not
always be found easy to control the movements of an excited mob—
and if under such circumstances a defeat were sustained the results
might be o less serious than the courss of events that must ensue
ghould an alliance hostile to tha Holy Father be formed in the first
piace.~~Among the questious, therefore, that demand grave con-
sideration now when the times appear so threatening the
opportunities to arisc either from defeat or victory to the revolu.
tioniats from the part taken by Italy are not the least importans,
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FRANCIS BY THE GRACE OF GOD AND FAVOUR OF THE APOSTOLIC
SEE, BISHOP OF WULLINGION.
To THE CLERGY AND FAITHVUL OF THs SAID DIOCESE HEALTH
AXD BENEDICTION IN THE LORD.
DEARLY BELOVED LRETHKEN AND DEAR CHILDREN IN JEsuUs
CHRIST,~

WE cannot eonceiveanything more closely connected with the des-
tinies of a nation, more worthyof the anxious care of Governments
and citizens, more calculated to prevent or prepare the ruic of future
generations, than the subjeet of popular education. Bevelation,
Renson, and Histery combine to prove that the good or bad education
of children and youth is one of the main canses of the prosperity or
downfall of nations. It affects all persons and classes of society from
the throme to the cottage. Aund this kolds good 1n all lands, but par-
ticularly in a youag country like our own, free from the mAnYy
tiammels of older communpities, with a splendid start in the career
of prosperity, and such bright pruspects of future national greatnesa,
It perm1ts, therefore, the indifference of nom, while it imperatively
claims the keenest atiention of all. Accordingly, for the purpuse of
stimulating the vigilance of parents, the zeal of teachers, and the
consideration of all the members of our flock clerical and lay, we
shall make it the subject of this Leaten Pastoral ; and we shail show
that the frue and sterling prosperity of New Zealand depends mainiy
on the good education of our chiidren and that education, to be good,
must be religious.

It is not our purpose to set before you the varions systems of edus
cation prevailing in different parts of the globe, nor to discass the
main methods of instruction more or less in vogne ; onur considera~
tions shall be purely moral and religious, and consequently such ag
are sirangers to no system of education, but should be ever present to
the minds of parents and teachers,

The real prospirity of New Zealand depends on lhe good
edneation of its cluldren, AN colonists do or onghf to desire the
welfare of this beautiful aud higbly-favoured land, their adopted
eountry or their birthplace ; all would be suriy for its misfortune ;
nay, evena the preachers of docinnes destiucuve of its happiness, are
careful to clothe them 1n fair names, 8o as to delude erther themselves
or others,  But let va take the troe standpoint of public felicity, Isit
agriculture carried to the highest pitch of perfection and efficiency? ls
it trade widespread and flourishing, nereasing wealth a hundred fold,
and making all pations tnibutary to our wants and luxuries? Is it the
rapid nerease of population, acd well disciplined troops, inspinng
tbe awe and respect of any foreign foe ? Ig It the perfection of arts
and sciences, and all the wondrous appliances of modern civilizsation
—ruilways, steamships, telegraphs, telephones, faetories, and a
hunudred ot'wr things too long fur envmeration? I8 it the equable
balance of political combinations, excluding tyranny on the one side,
and securing liberty on the other? Is 1t all the boasted progress of
politieal economy ? Al these thangs are 1.deed highly valuable, all
claim the sol'cituds of guvernmensis, all have attracted and ever will
attract the attention of sages and |lawgivera thronghout the course of
&ges, We know perfectly well that when we see a people wealthy,
enhighiened, and powerfui, we are tempted to believe that, in thig
alone, they have attained the height of prosperity, and we hardly
cooceive their possible decadence. The words of the Hoyal Prophet
rise to our minds, who, speaking of the Phitistines, says : * Their sona
are a8 new plants in their youth ; their dsugzbters decked out, adorned
reund about after the similitude of a temple ; their storebouses full
aod overflowing ; their sheep fruful in young; their oxen fat.
There is no breach of wall, nor passage, nor crying out in their streets,
They have called the people happy, that hath these things” (Ps, cxLIII,
12 and 13).

As th)e world spoke three thousand years ago, eo speaks it now,
But we must not be dazzled by outside brilliancy ; we must look into
the pith and marrow cof the question. We stop pot at the shiniog
wallg of the fabric, but examine the solidity of its foundations and
structure.

Now, all that guarantecs, in families, the aunthority of parents,
the dutifnlness and affection of children, the umion of husband and
wife, the faithfuloess of servants, and every domestic virtue ; all that
preserves, in eivil society, the stability of 1ostitutions, respect for law
and order, submission te awhorily ; all that ensures, in the manifold
ranks of scciety, honesty, good faith, indunatry, and peace—euch, in
tte eyes of every reasonable man and sncere Christian, constitutes
the genuine prosperity of natiors. Bat toe creative and conservative
principle of order and justice, that spirit of social life which animates
the body-politie, preserves it from deeay, or dccelerates its permanent
eurs, is owing chiefly to the good education of youth, .

We must beware of exaggerating the qualities and capabilitien
of human pature. It reguires much caie and assiduous cultivation
to render it fruitful, True it is that man, issuing from the band of
his Orentor, has faculiles and yearnings snalogous to bis teture dentiny.



