
was theplainresult of accident,misgovernment, and human frailty
A less religious nation than the Spaniards, under like circumstancesi
would probably have faredstill woise.

As a final proof that the Catholic religion had
A telling nothing to do with the declineof Spain, the writer
contrast. in La Controverse contrasts the condition of the

Basque provinces with that of the rest of the
country.

—
The Basque provinces, he Bays, inhabited by the most

religious population in the peninsula, never knew themisery that
desolated the central districts. The mountains of Guipuecoa
Biscay, neverthelesss, do not offer to the husbandman the same
resourcesas the plainsof Castile and the fertile soil of Andalusia-
The mortmain estates, besides, wereas numerous there as elsewhere;
the Inquisition flourished anda specialtribunal was in operationat
Bstella. Whence then arose the difference of fortunet

—
The trns

explanationis that the Basques,undershelter of theirfuarot, Avoided
the excessive taxes that harassed theCaatilians jandunder shelter of
their mountains had not to suffer like Catalonia the scourge of
war. Attachment to their native landrestrained within due limit*
the desire for emigration; and, finally,an industrious and chaste life
assured to these boldmountaineers necessaryresources,andthe fruit-
fulness of families.

Arb we towitness before many months hare passed
AN interest- another change in the governmentof France f If
ingquestion we are to witness a war, at least, as is now

threatened,such an event seems extremely likely
The times are indeed threatening, and presenta strange spectacle
to the world. Mutual distrust and anger alone, without any
disguise or pretence, between two great nations bid fair to
provokea contest thatmust needsprove gigantic and whose result
wouldsurely be to alter oncemore the map of Europe. Dismember-
mentmust follow defeat ineither case, and either France would see
others of her provinces sharing the fate of Alsace and Lorraine, or
the German Empire would lose somethingof its extentand strength.
Perhaps,indeed, it would be wholly broken upand things restored to
their former condition.

What the exactchances are at presentof the out-
the chances break of war it is impossible tosay. The hour of

OP WAB. revenge perhaps has come for France. The
pamphlet, for example, that created so much stir

abouta year agoby stating that it was so and that the country w s
fully prepared for the struggle, may havehad a deeper meaning than
that of creating apassing sensation and the spirit roused by it may
last among the people. Germany may feel the impossibility of
continuing tosupport the great armaments necessary in sight of the
French determination to take revenge, backed up as it is by the
resources of a richer and more productive country. France can
prepare and delay with comparativeease,but delay accompaniedby
preparationmeans ruin for Germany.

In event of this war's occurrence, however, the
the republic fortunesof the French Republic as such are what

doomed. weare principally concerned about.
—
IfFrance be

conquered, or if Bhe prove victorious what will
come to pass 1 Itis no very wild suggestion to make that in either
oase the Republic must fall. Perhaps,following |on victory over the
Germans we should see the French again entering on a course of
aggressive warfare. It is evident that the spiritof a nation that
merely for the sake of taking revenge risks adoubtfnl and terrible
struggle, which by a more moderate frame of mind it might easily
avoid, is not to be dependedon, andpreserves all the elements that
have ever mado it formidable. The desire for glory alone isnot dead
within itandthe old halo,let it evenbe as ithas been described that
of burning straw— has not lost its power to dazzle. The sun of Aus-
terlita has still warmth inits rays and neither Waterloo nor Sedan
has made the heart of Franceimpervious to them. A repetitionof the
Napoleonicwars,therefore,made undersomeother successful military
dictator is notimpossible, andso sure as history repeatsitself in this
mannerso surely will itbe met by a repetitionof the combination
that saw its final results in St, Helena and the Restoration.— But

A writerin la Controverse of Sept. 15, gives a
ANOTHER clear andinte t3ling account of the causes which

falsehood in the16than.l !7thcenturies led to the decline of
EXPLODED. the kingdom of Spain. As the falhng-off in

question is frequently laid to the charge of the
Catholic Church and is one of the stock arguments every now and
thenadvancedagainst her, we canhardly do better than summarize
the very full andsatisfactory explanation to which werefer.— ln the
first place, then, the writer attributes the misfortune he deals with to
the discovery of America and the events that followed

—
Spain, whose

populationwasalready insufficient, which in the preceding century
had lost two thirds of its inhabitants by the black death, and had
been also engaged in frequent wars with the inevitable results, could
not afford the emigration that consequently took place.

—
The result

again, of the abundanceof gold andsilver yieldedby theNew World
was to increase thedemand for manufactured goods and produce of
allkinds and make itgreater than the supply could meet, and there-
fore pricesrose andwith them the wages of the workmen.—But here
the government steppedinand taxed the daily wages, at the same
time thatit taxedraw material and hindered exports while it left
imports free—and this method of internal management lasted for
nearly twohundredyears,or from the reign of Charles V. to that of
PhilipT. Natnrally the manufactures of the country could not
Burvivesuch a courseof treatment as this, and thus one great source
of the country's prosperity wasdestroyed.

—
Circumstances, meantime,

had prevailed that hindered the prosecution or improvement of
agriculturalpursuits.

—
During the Moorish occupation the Spanish

inhabitants had occupied themselves principally in breeding ana
maintaining large flocks of sheep which could be removed from place
to place as thenecessity arose,and in which for the most part their
wealth consisted. When,however, the Moorshadbeen overcomeit was
the interest of wealthy and influential men still to retain wide
pastures for themaintenance of their ftocks and to resistany attempt
toencourage theadoptionofagricuture insteadof pastoraloccupations.—

A considerable partof the landof thekingdom besides reverted by
entail to the heirs of noble houses, and they neglected its
cultivation in an extreme degree.

—
In this respect also the

clergy both regular and secular failed and fell short of what was
commonly accomplished by them in other countries.— Their
estates, indeed, were comparatively well managed, and the
produce was made use of as elsewhere principally for charitable
purposes. But as the land yieldedsufficient for the immediate wants
of the day, no pains were taken to render it more productive.
Another cause of the decline alluded to was the contempt for in-
dustry and work of all kinds that was engenderedgenerally among
the Spanish people,and thisalso wasa consequence of the Moorish
occupation. During the time in question,the Spanish inhabitants
had been divided into twoclasses, the hidalgis, who lived in the
hills,andprincipally wagedwaragainst theinvaders,andthe jtccherts,
who inhabited the plains,and followedpeaceful industries so far as
it was possible for them. When the Spanish cause, however, became
victorious,the contemptof the hidalg*s fellheavily uponthepecheros
and their employments,and theresult wasa desire on thepart of the
latter toidentify themselves with the higher class,and to renounce
all tokens of their inferiority in the industries they followed. A
dislike for industry consequently became wide-spread throughout the
nation. The writer speaks of the expulsion of the Jews also, andi
warmly condemns the alternative offeredof conversion toChristianity
which, in many casei,hadgrievous results. He,nevertheless, denieß

that the continued residence of this people enjoying all their privi-
ledges in the country ceuldhavedone anything to preventthe course
of events describedby him. He alludes as well to the similar treat-
ment given to the Moriscos, but he quotes no less enlightenad an
authority than that of Cervantes as a testimony against their
character. This writer represents them as engaged exclusively in
robbing the Spaniards, and Bpeaks of them as " vipere"

whose
presence formed a national danger. We see, therefore, how the
decline of Spain occurred apart from allreligious considerations,and
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