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Commercial.

Mg, DONALD BTRONACH (on behalf of the New Zealand Loan and
Mercantile Agency Company, Limited), reports for the week ended
February 22, as follows:—

Fat Cattle,.—122 head were yarded for to-day's market, but of
these the larger proportion were light and of medium quality, only a
few beiog really prime. At the start competition was fairly active
and prices about equal to last week's, but as the sales progressed there
was less demand and prices lower. Best bullocks brought £6 15s to
£8 158, light and medium. £4 55 to £6 10s; cows, £3 153 to
£T7 Ts 6d.

Fat Sheep.—2,352 were penned, all cross-breds, the bulk of which
were fair quality. Butchers were well supplied, havieg bought
freely last week, so tbat the demand was not guite s0 active except
for a pen or tw. of prime wethers, which brought up to last week's
top price. Inferior, however, were some what slow of sale, and
several pens were turned out wungold.,  Best cross-bred wethers
brought 63 3d to 78 6d ; one pen, 93; medinm, bs 6d to 65 ; best do
ewes, 58 9d to 63 3d ; mediom, 4s 6d to 5s 6d.

Fat Lambs.—836 were penned. This snpply was a long way in
excess of requirements, resultiog in dull competition and low prices,
Towarda the close of the sale it wae difficult to effect salas at any price ;
best quality brought 53 6d to 6s 6d ; oihers 3s 3d to 65 3d.

Pigs.~—104 were penned. The most of these were suckers and
stores, only a few porkers and bacon pige, The demand was fairly
active, and prices realised elightly in advance of last week's, Suckers
brought 4s to 7s9d ; stores, 133 to 18s 6d ; porkers to 335 ; baconers,
388 10 428 ; one very beavy pig, 76s,

Btore Cattle,—There is no apparent improvement in the demand
for these, and no sales of any consequence trapspiring. There are
saveral lote on offer, but very little inquiry.

Btore Bheep.—Young cross-breds (2, 4, 8, and 6-tooth) are in
somewhat better demand, but as only a very few of this classate
offering sales are limited, The only inquiry for merinoes is for aged
sheep by tallow renderers, at prices from 9d to 1s 6d, according to
quality, distance, and date of delivery,

Bheepaking,—There was a very full attendance of buyers at our
usual weekly sale on Monday, when we offered a good catalogue,
nearly all butehers’ green skins, for which there was keen competi-
tiou, all the best lots on the catalogue realising 2d to 38 over last
week's prices. There were only a few dry skius, but biddings were
not quite go spirited for these, Dry cross-breds, low to medium,
brought 10d to 23 104 ; do. merinos, 8d to 25 83 ; good to best croas-
bred, 3s to 4s 9d ; do. do, merinos, 28 9d to 48 3d; dry pelts, &d to
44 ; butchers’ green crossbreds, 1s 5d, le 7d, 1s 84, Is 10d, 1s711d :
do. do. merinos, 11d to 1s 1d ; lambskins, 1s 11d, 2s, to 25 4d.

Rabbitskins,—We offered a few lots on Monday, when competi-
tion wae fairly active, but, as the consignments consisted chiefly of
ioferior and wixed summer skins, prices were comparatively low,
viz.,, 4d to 54 per lb,

Hides,—A good demand exists and late rates are easily procur-
able for all lots coming forward., Heavy hides in good condition,
clean and free from cuts, have the preference, and realise 33d to 4d ;
medium, 23d to 33d; light, 24d 1o 23d; bulls, slippy and inferior.
1jd 2d to per lb.

Tallow.—Tne market has been quiet during the past few weeks
eapecially with regard to the demand for local consumption, and
prices lower for mixed aod mediocm parcels, while fine quality mutton
tallow could easily be placed at late rates for shipment; but parcels
of this quality fit for the purpose are unobtainable in the meantime.
We quote—Ilalerior and mixed, 10s to 12s; medium, 13s to 158 ;
good to prime mutton, 168 to 18s ; rough fat, infericr, 55 to 7s,
medium, 85 to 93; best canl, 103 to 118 per cwt,

Grain.—Good progiess is being made with the harvest, and
although some heavy showers feli on Baturday and Sunday there are
indications of favourable weather prevailing, Farmers south are
still busy with the reapers, having had ne time to thresh ; but a few
trock-leads of wheat bave been received from the north, which
shows good condition. The demand for wheat is very weak, millers
only purchasing encugh for present requirements; prices are also
lower this week. We quote prime milling, 33 9d to 4s; medium to
good, 38 6d to 3s 9d ; inferior and fow], 2s 94 to 3s 34 (ex store, bags
weigbed in) -—Oats : Bamples of the new crop are now in the
market, but prices offered are 14d to 24d lower than those paid for
full bright old oats, There is a good demand for milling sorts, At
public sale on Monday, bright milling realised 1s 10d; good short
feed, 18 74d to 1s 84d ; medium, 1s 6d to Is 7d; musty and inferior,
1s 14d to 18 6d (bags weighed in),—Barley : The market is a1ill with.
out any pew, and until the season is further advanced we do not
look for much improvement in the demand,

Grass Beed.—Parcels of the new erop of ryegrass seed are now
coming to hand daily, some of these being of only medium colour
and rather dirty, There is no demand. A few consignments have
been forwarded to Australia, but the result is yet unknown. Old
pasture machine-dressed ig offering at 3s 6d per bushel. There is no
inquiry for cockafoot in the meantime, although further on we look
for some demand.

—————

Mn F. MEENAR, Eiog street, reports—\Wholesale prices, bags
inciuded: Oats, medium to prime, 1e 6d to 18 101, Wheat : milling,
3s 8d to 48 ; fowls’, 33 3d to 3s 6d. Barley : malting, 25 94 to 3s;
milling, 28 6d; feed, 28 3d. Chaff, best, £3; straw chaff, dull
of sale, nomipal. Straw, £2; bay, oeten (old), £5; ryegrass
(new), £3 to £3 10s.

Bran, £3 10s. Pollard, £4, Polatoes :
kidneys £2 108 to £3 ; Derwents, £2 15s. Butter : fresh, 6d to 94 ;
salt, nominal, 64, Cheese, 4d to 6d. Egps, 13, Flour: sacks,

£10 10a; 50lbs., £11. Oatmeal, £9 10s.

Roil bacon, €d ; sides, 63d ;
hams, 94,
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GRAIN REPORT.

Mressee. SAMUEL ORR AND Co.. Btafford street, report for the
week ending February 23 as follows :—Wheat ; Bince last reporting,
the market has in no way improved, as there have been large parcels
of new offering from the north and eome from eouth, Millers will
not offer unless for small guantities, and then at a shade under late
quotations. We look for very little business being done uatil the
market steadies down to a price. Our quotaticne are—prime, up to
48 1d ; medium, 3s 6d to 3« 94 ; inferior and fowle' feed, 3s 2d to 3s
5d.—Oats : Samples of the new crop are now in the market, but
prices offered are 14d to 2d lower than those paid for full bright old
oats. There is & good demand for milliog sorts. At public sale on
Mondsy, milling realised 1s 10d, tbough possibly for a prime sample
1z 11d might be obtained. We quote prime milling, 1s 9d to 1s 104 ;
bright feed, 1s 7d to ls 84d; medium, ls 64 ; infeiior, 1e 2d to 18
5d,~—Barley : There are stili inquiries for malting but, so far, no
arrivals, and those on the market first should command a remunerative
fipure—say op to 3s, bags exira,—Grass Seed : We bave to report our
baving disposed of a quantity ata remunerative figure to growers,
but the Northerners seem to be taking the ground from under our
feet in shipping direet, the prices realised beipg so favourable for
them, Prices range from 2z 6d to 38 1d for undressed.—Potatoes :
The arrivals during the week have been up to requirements, and
nearly all to hand have been sold about last week's rates—namely,
#£2 178 6d to £3 s for prime Derwents.

CANTERBURY CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY,
— e —— -

Christchurch, February 18, 18 7,

THE usual weekly meeting of the above Society took place on Tues-
day evening, 15th ipst, In the absence of the President, the chair
wag occupied by Mr, W, (’Shaughnessy, Vice-President, the atten-
dance being good, about forly members were present, After the pas-
sing of the minutes, and the transactlion of some other routine buei-
neas, it was propesed and carried that a pic-nic be held at Bumner on
Easter Monday., It waa also decided to accept with thanks the offer
of Dr. Tivy to deliver a lecture before the Boclety st some future date,
The Secretary was instructed to forward the thanks of the Boclety to
Mr, Percival for a parcel of London Fablets, which he bad presented,
The programme for the evening was of a varied and miscellaneous
churacter, consisting of recitations, readings, songs, musical selections,
and a horapipe or 1wo thrown in, the latier being one of the best
appreciated items, On the whole the evening's entertainment wag
the best of its kind for sume time past, there being an evident improve-
ment menifested all through, especially in the elocntionary part, which
showe that the classes for the study of this paiticular branch are
making very good progress under the careful training of Mr. Houlaban,
The following, among others, contributed to the evenings amusement,
Messrs, Courtney, Begley, Belmer, Commings, Pope, Hennessy.
The meeting terminated with prayer in the usual manner,

Four acres of the town of Shenandoah, Pa,, caved in with 50
houses, from two to four feet, on account of the weakening of the
walle of the colliery over which the town is built,

Mgr. Carini, the professor of the newly institnted chair of
paleography at the Vatican, in commeneing his conise, exhorted the
students of the different countries who sttend his lectures to com pose
poems in various languages in honour of the sacerdotal jubilee of his
Heliness. The poems will be printed and presented to the Pope,

The Marquis of Ripon reached Hawarden lately on a visit 1o
Mr. (Nadatone, where sr. Joho Morley had already arrived and
Earl Spencer was expected. The Zimes raye it is conjectured that
the development of the Unionist policy in Iieland bas sometb’'ng to
do with the sudden gathering of the Liperal leaders at Hawarden
Castle.

There is suck a thing as upseasonablesess, even in the matter of
converaion, A priest in one of our Boston parishes tells a half-annoy-
ing, balf-amusiog experience of his own, when bhe was awakered at
one o’clock in the morning, some time age, by a furious ringing at
bis door-bell, On answenng the eall, be found that bhis untimely
visitor wasa man who wanted to “ take the pledge " there ani then,
Although he bore evidence that the reform would vot be out of place,
the acuteness of his remorse was hardly appreciated by the good
pastor.— Pilot,

1a Anstria. Count Taafe has been Prime Minister io the Cisleithan
Moparchy since 1870, Count Taafe is an Irish peer, whose family
have been settled in Austria since the deposition of the Biuarts, He
is by far the most iofluential personage in the Empire, for the
Empero: has the strongest affestion for him, treats him en camarade,
and takes his advice in all things, He is a short, stoutish man, with
a ratber Italian head, long, straight black bair, a skipping sort of
walk, twinkling eyes, and a Rabelsisian mouth, broadened by
eontinoal amiles,

Father Labelie, who is the head and freat of the scheme‘
bring the Fremch Canadians back to Canada from the United Btates,
by offering them farms in the Provinee of Quebee, expresses confidence
io being able to bring a greater number of bis countrymen back next
year than he has done any year since the beginning of the under-
taking. He is devoting all his time to the work. A gentleman to
whom 1 spoke assured me, says a correspondent, that more than
100,000 French Capadians have been brought back from the United
Btlates since 1880. He said it was owing to this fact that the French
Canadians had so suddenly become a pelitical power in the Protestant
provinee of Ontario. * From being a bandful a few years ago,” be
gaid, " the French Canadians now number 130,000 souls in that
province.” Pamphlets in large quantities are, he told me, sent from
Meontreal to the different French Canadian settlements in the varions
Btates of the Union, and special inducements are offered to those who
will retarn.



