
Fiat Justitia.

FRIDAY,FEBRUARY 25, 1887.

PROGRESS AND JUSTICE IN THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.

it not be wise to try the efficacy of that institution
whichestablished the truce of God in the middle ages,suc-
ceeded after a longstruggle inmitigating the lot of the slave,
and ultimately putting an end to slavery ; that institution
which civilised Europe and elevated one-half of the human
race to a positionof equality with theotherhalf? Big armies
and schools for reading, writing,andarithmetic, etc., without
God,have not succeeded in making nations less aggressive
and warlike, or in weakening the influence of socialistic
theories; There is,perhaps,more wealth than there ever was
before;but there is certainly more povertyand deeper dis-
tress. The rich are richer than they ever were before ;but
the poor arepoorerand morenumerous. Andas tomorality 1
The less thatis said,perhaps,thebetter.Our divorce courts,our
police courts, tella tale,overwhich, for the sake of humanity,
public journalists ought to draw aveil. The state of Europeis
trulyappalling. Nor can weregarditmerelyhistorically,ourre-
lationswith itare toonumerousandintimatetopermit ourdoing
so. What concerns it concerns us very intimately. European
affairs react onus inmany ways. In this rapid review, the
state of Ireland must not be omitted. This state is an em-
barrassmenttoEngland,andlessensher influence inEuropean
councils. All statesmen in their dealings with the United
Kingdom remember the dissatisfaction thatprevails in that
country and throughout the entireIrish race scattered through
the world. Would it not make a great difference to the
Imperial Government were the Irishcontented and prepared
to join cordially in fighting its battles, and would it not be
wise, therefore, to hand over to them the managementof
their ownaffairs ? To do so would be not only an act of
justice,but also of the highest and widestpolicy. The world
then stands on the brink of an abyss and confusion, the
outcome of whichno man can divine,and which outcome will
not be reached except throughcalamities which one shudders
to contemplate.

The Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense,an excellent education for their ownchildren. Yet
such is the sense of justice andpolicy in theNew Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards the freeandgodlesseducationof other people's
children !11 This is tyranny,oppression,and plunder.

THE STATE OF EUROPE.

A nkw parish has been erected in Soutblard, called the Winton
Mission, which, inaddition to Winton, includes Dipton,Lumsden, and
Mossburn. The Rev. M. Keenan has been appointedpistor of this
parish.

On Sunday last the Bishop of the dioces? gave confirmationin
"be East Taieri church to44 persons at the conclusion of the mission
given there by the Rev. Father Bergmans ;and in the afternoon of the
same day,at 4 p.m,his Lordshipgave confirmation in the church at
Port Chalmers to 20 persons, also atthe conclusion of themission held
there by the Rev. Father Heggarty. During this weekmissions are
being given in Milton by Rev. Father Bergmans ;and in Lawrence
by Rev.Fathers O'Farrell andHeggarty. On Sunday next theBishop
will administer confirmation in Milton in the forenoon, and in Law-
rence in the afternoon. On Sunday next a mission will commence at
Gore, and on the following Wednesday at Winton.

Itis interesting to learn that a proposalhas been made in the
United States for demanding that compensation should be made
to tho=e Americans or their representatives who had acquired
landin New Zealand before the British annexation. A good round
turn,as itmust be if the estimates aiebased on the presentvalue of the
land, as of course they will be, thus bids fair tobe added to the deficit
large as it is already, and Sir Julius Vogel willfind occupation for his
financial ingenuity in making the necessary provision. Sir Robert
Stout, meantime, will only have another opportunity for the display
of that excellent spiritof universal brotherhoodby whichhe is guided.
Yankee or New Zealander, itshould be all alike to him and the loss
sustained by the one should donothing to hinder his joy at the
gain made by the other. A.t the very worst the gain should counter-
balance the loss and his state of equanimity should be perfectly
preserved. And if there be less out of which to pay for godless
chools in New Zealand there will be the more out of which to
upport theminAmerica, and human enlightenment taken generally,
nnd in that broadsense in which alone Sir Robert Stout is capableof
regarding it, will be as well advanced. The men of the future, for
whom weof this generation live andmove and have our being, will
prosper all the same. Great are the comfoits of philosophy, and
happy is the statesman who in any hour of political misfortune can
find his delight in them. It will add much to the charms of the
situation, meantime, if when a war finally breaks out, among the rest
wemay look for the arrival of a filibustering expedition coming in
search of the broad acres acquired, or said to be acquired,by some
Yankee whalerprior the treaty of Waitmgi.

Notwithstandingthe character that our enemies across the
Channel try to fasten uponus (says the Nation) it would appear
that our industrial developmentis absolutely cnecked by the lack of
able-bodied convicts. Galway harbour wantsimprovement;but not
even the transfer of the Spike Island establishment thither can
supply the necessary labour. Our representatives,if they should
think itsafe, ought tonegotiatefor a loanof someable-bodiedBritisL

§HE state of Europe is far from satisfactory. The
nations there, already well armed, ai\3 busily en-
gaged in increasing their armaments. Even
Ingland, which might be considered safe from
Continental complications, is preparing for war.
All these warlike preparations are hardly likely
to end inpeace, unless, indeed, it be the peace of"^ exhaustion, the outcome of a fearful conflict.

But the onslaught of nation against nation is not the only
conflict to be anticipated nnd dreaded:misgovernment is
producing its effects in the internaldisorder of all countries
Socialism is spreading rapidly, as may be seen from the
result of the electionsnow being held in Germany,and from
the advance it has made in France and other countries; and
a period of wide-spread disorder and bloodshed within a
short time isnot improbable. The revolutionset goingin the
end of the lastcentury is still movingon; and thatrevolution
means not only nation in deadly conflict with nation,
but citizen against citizen. Just and wise concessions made
in time would have prevented all tlrs. But privilege,class,
and capital would yield up none of their advantages, o^, at
most, only fewof them, at the call of labour,poverty,and the
sufferingmasses. The natural result has followed, and now
menbehold, in breathless expectationand alarm, government
armed against government, and the proletariat against
wealth,rank, capital, against, indeed it may be said,all pro-
perty. And allthis after years and years of public secular
education that was to have given peace and prosperity to
civilised people. In view of the present state of things,
must it not be said that the enormousexpenditure on educa-
tion that has been going on for half a century and more in
some countries,and for a quarter of a century inothers,has
beenin vain? Duringall this time politicians have waged
war on the Church,endeavoured to weakenher influence,and
lostno opportunity of putting obstacles inher path. Would
it not be wellif anotherconrse were tried, and liberty given
to the greatest moral influence in the world to work out
her beneficent designs in her own way ? Opposition to
the Church has failed to bring peace and plenty. Oppo-
sition to the Church has not succeeded in pacifying
nations, and preventing the spread of Socialism. Would
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rpEACHER Wanted for the Roman Catholic School,
Naseby.

Applicationsareinvited for FEMALE TEACHER for the above
School. Mustbe competent to play Harmonium in Church.

Salary, £80 per annum, with furnished residence.

ANDREW McG. BROWN,
Secretary School Committee.

"OATRICK REDDAN.— lnformation wanted of Patrick-*- Reddan, who left Port Elizabeth, Cape of Good Hope, in
company with his brother William, over thirty years ago, for
Australia. When last heard of, had gone to New Zealand. Infor-
mation received by theN.Z.Tablet or by the Most Rev. Bishopof
Dunedin.


