
PART111.
MB. FOX AND LObD BEDFORD.

IntheEnglish House of Commons, Mr. Fox, and in the House ofLords, Lord Bedford,made similar attempts to save Ireland. Lord
Bedford movedamotion for

"
the immediate stoppage of a system of

coercion in Ireland, shocking to humanity, and disgraceful to the
British name," and he asserted that he had

"
documentary evidence

to prove that the cruelties had not been resorted to ou the spur of themoment, but hadbeen deliberately resolved upon long before for a
certainpuipose" Butit wasall of no use. Pitt was too strong forthem, and the merry work of" smoothing the way for the Union"proceeded.

LORD HOLLAND'S TESTIMONY.
Lord Holland, in his Memories of the Whig Party, adds the

weight of his testimony to the foregoing. He says :—: —"
It is a fact incontrovertible that the people were driven to

resistance by free quarters and the excesses of the soldiery, which
were such as are not peimitted in civilised warfare, even in an
enemy's country. Trials, if they may be so called, were frequent
under court-martial, such court martial being composed of threeofficers, twobeing generallyunder twenty-one years old,and the third
an Orangeman who had sworn to exterminate the people over whom
he was placed as judge— floggings, picketings, death, the pitchcap,were the usual sentences."

And, again, in another part of the same work, LordHolland
wrote:—"The me^ures which led to the Rebellion, suggested by LordClare, andby the remorseless faction of Orangemen, who called them-selves the ProtesUnt ascendancy, rou&ed the indignation of every
man who had a sense of justiceor the feelings of humanity. The
outrages perpetrated with the sanction ot the Government excited
horror. The Irish Catholics were goaded into premature hostility.. . . . The insurrection was the chief carse of the Union, byfurnishing the English Government with both the means and the
pretext for accomplishing a measure which in no other circumstancescould have been attempted."

LORD CORNWALLIS'S TESTIMONY.Moreremarkable perhaps than any other, and certainly moreincontrovertible,is the testimony of Lord Cornwallis, who went toIrelandas Viceroy in June, 1798, and whose correspondencedisclosed
with hideous clearness thebrutalities practised by the soldiery andthe blood-thirstiness of the ascendancy faction, both in provoking
and suppressing the rebellion.

Writing of tbe Duke of Portland, on tne 28th of June, LordCornwallis said, with regard to the conduct of the troops:—"The account you see of the numbers of enemykilled in battle
are greatly exaggerated. Iam suie that a very small proportion
could be killed inbattle;and Iam very much afraid that any manin a brown coal, who is found within several miles of the field ofaction, v butchered ivithout discrimination.''

Writing to Major- eneral Ross,on9th July, he sud .'"
There is no enemy in the field to oppose our troops. We arc

engaged ina war of jdunder andmassacre:'
Andagain, on31st July :—:

—"
Our war is reduced to a predatory system in the mountains ofWicklow."

In a letter to Major-General Ross, under date 24th July, he
wrote:

—
'" The whole country is insuch a state thatIfeel frightened andashamed wheneverIconsider that Iam looked upon asbeing at thehead of it. Exceptin the instances of the six State trials that are

going on here, there is no law, either in town or country, butmartial-law ;and you know enough of that to see all tbe horrors <»f it—in the best administration of it. Judge, then, how itmust be conducted by Inshmen (i.c, Orangemen), heatedwith passion and reveuge, But all this v trifling compared to thenumberless murders\that are hourly committed by our people with-out anyprocess or examination whatever. Tne yeomanry are in thebtyle ot loyalists inAmerica, ouly much morenumerousami powerful,
and a thousand times more ferocious. They take the lead in rapine
and murrder The Irish militia, with few officers, and those chieflyof the worst kind, follow closely in the heels of the yeomanry inmurder and every kindof atrocity ;and the fencibles take a share
although much behind."

On the 15th April, 1799, after the Rebellion had been practicallysuppiessed,he wrote as follows toMajor-General Ross, withreferencetoan accusation of undue leniency made against him by the ascen-dancy faction :
—

"You write as if you really believed that ther^ wasany founda-tion for all the lies and nonsensical clamour about my leniency. Onmy arrival, Iput a stop to the burning of houses and murder ofinhabitants by theyeomen, or by any other persons who delighted in
that amusement, to flogging, for thepurpose of extorting confessionand freequartei s, which comprehended universal rape and robberythroughout the whole country."

THE TACTICS OP THE ASCENDANCY PARTY.The evidence which LordCornwallis's correspondence supplies ofthe true character of the atcendancy faction is ptillmore striking
Ina letter addressed to tbe Dukeof Portland, on Bth July, 1798 hesaid :—:

—"
The principal persons (i.e. the Orangemen) are in general ad-verse to all acts of clemency, and alt lougti ttiey do not express it,and perhapsare toomuch heated to see the ultimate effects whichtheir violence must produce, would pursue measures thatcould only terminate in the extirpation of the greater numberof inhabitants, and in the utter destruction of the country.

The words Papists and priestsare forever in their mouths ;and bythis wnaccountablefolly tliey woulddrivefour-fifths of the community

nto irreconcilable rebellion."
On the 27thJuly in the same year,he wrote to Major»General

Ross as follows :—"The conversation of the principal persons (i.e., ascendancy
caste) of thecountry all tends toencouiage this system of blood,andthe conversation evenatmy table, where youwill suppose IdoallI
can to prevent it,always turns onhanging, shooting,burning, etc.,
etc.;and if a priesthasbeen put todeath,thegTeater joy is expressed
by the whole company."

On the samedate,writing to the Duke of Portland,he said :"Tbe minds of people are now in such a state that nothing but
blood will satisfy them, and although they willnot admit the term,
their conversation andconduct point to noother mode of concluding
thtaunhappy business than that of extirpation."

la September. 1798, he wrote:
—"

The principal personages(»*., Beresford, etc.,)who have long
been in the habit of directing the councils of the Lord-Lieutenants,
are blinded by their passions and prejudice*, talk of nothing but
strong measures, and arrogate to themselvesthe exclusiveknowledge
of a country of which, from their mode of governing it, they have,
in my opinion,provedthemselves totally ignorant. . . . Religious
animoeities increase, and.Iamsorry to say,are encouraged by the
foolish violence of all the principal persons who havebeen in the
habit of governing this island."

In the followingyear, 1779, when trie rising had been toa great
extent suppressed,and when his mainobject was to produce com-
parativequietduring the discussion of the Union, he still complains
of the same ferocity and bloodthirstinesson the part of the Orange-
men.

InJune, 1799, he wroteto Major-General Boss :—"
The country is becomingeveryday morequiet;butthe ferocity

of the loyalists willnot, for a long time, permit the restoration of
perfect tranquility."

And on the 16th November he made the following remarkable
sla ement i

—"
The greatest difficulty which 1 experience is to control the

violence of our loynl friends, who would,if Idid not keepthe strictest
handon them, convert the system of martial-law (which, God knows,
is bad enoughof itself), into a more violent andintolerable tyranny
than tnat of Robespierre. The vilest informers arehunted out from
the prisons, toattack, by the most barefaced perjury, the lives of all
who are suspected of being, or of havingbeen, disaffected, and, in-deed, every Roman Catholic is iv great danger. Iattempt to mode-
rate that violence and cruelty, whichlias once driven, and which, iftolerated, mustagain drive this wretchedcountry intorebellion."

We migbt multiply, ad infinitum, quotations of this character
from the letters of Lord Coruval.U. The fact, however; is suffi-
ciently proved by the foregoing, that, according to the testimony of
the English Viceroy himself, the unfortunate peopleof Ireland were
driven into rebellion by the excesses of the soldiery, and by the
ferocity of the so-called loyalists of that day.

MB. GOLDWIN SMITH'S TESTIMONY.
On this point, the statements of Mr. Goldwin Smith, now a

leading "Unionist," are particularly interesting. In his Irith
History andIrish Character, he says:-»"'

lbe Protestant gentry and yeomanry, as one man, became
Orornwellians again. Then commenced a reign of terror, scarcely
less savage than that of the Jacobins. The suspected
conspirators wore intimidated, and confessions, or pretended
confessions, were extorted by loosingupon thehomes of thepeasantry
the licence and barbarity of an irregular soldiery, more cruel than
a regular invader. Flogging, half-banging, pitch-capping, picketing,
went oa over a lar^e district, and the most barbarous scourgings,
without trial, were inflicted in the Riding-house, Dublin, in the very
seatof Government and justice. This was styled'exerting a vigour
beyond the law,' and to become the object of such vigour it was
enough, asunder Robespierre,tobe suspectedof beinga suspect. . ." The peasantry, though undoubtedly ina disturbed state, might
have beenkeptquiet, by lenity ;but they wers gratuitoualy scourged
andtortured into openrebellion. . . . These were the crimes, not
of individual ruffians,but of a faction

—
a faction which must tpke

its placein history beside that of Robespierre,Couthon,andCarriere.
The murders by the Jacobins may haveexcited moreindignation and
pity because the victims were of high rank ;but in the useof torture
the Orangemenseem to have reached a pitch of fiendish cruelty
which was scarcely attained by the Jacobins. . . . The dreadful
civil war of1798 was the crime, a,s a candid study of its history will
prove— not of the Irish people, but of the Orange terrorists, who
literally goaded the people into insurrection"

A striking confirmatioa of the statement that the people were
driven into insurrection against their will by the organised
brutalitiesof themilitary is affordedby the history of the rising in
the County of Wexford, Itwas in this county that the Rebellion
became most formidable. For three or four weeks the insurgent
troops heldundisputed possessionof the greater part of the county;
they numbered close upon 50,000men, and they were not defeated
until GeneralLikehad collected iv frontof VinegarHill anarmy of
20,000 trained English soldiers, commanded by no less than 17
general officers. Yet we have it on the best authority that the
conspiracy of theUnited Irishmen never gota firm footing in Wex-
foidatall ;and in the listof

"places to be relied upon," prepared
by Lord Edward Fitzgerald inFebruary, 1798, thename of Wexford
does not appear. The people of this county had long been
distinguished for their thrift, industry, and peaceablehabits. Not-
withstanding the risings elsewhere in Ireland, Wexford was, up to
themiddle cf April,1798, ina state of profoundpeace. At that time,
however,Lord Kingsborough, at the head of theNorth Cork militia,
arrived in the county. The soldiers were billeted on the people,
martial law wasproclaimed, and inamonth thiscounty, where "the
conspiracy

"
had never taken root, was the scene of a fierce war.

ilie peoplewere forced into the field in defence of their lives, their
homes, thehonour of their wives anddaughters, and their religion.

(To be continued.)
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