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in question appears for the first time—it being wantsug 1n the originaj
Latin—and Archbishop Ussher is given ag the authority from which
it ig taken. Ussher, nevertheless, knew nolhing abont it. There is
no mention of it in his works, and for this there exists the denial
of the late Dr, Todd, Benior Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin, awnd
one of the most learned and eminent men whom that University

has produced during the present contury, Dr Todd, who
had at the time becn loog cmgaged 1n an  exbaustive
atudy of Ussber's works, m reply to o letter writien to

bim by Dr. Madden, of Dublia, anid datine s letter Tamity Colicge,
&k May, 1865, says :—*‘ [ cannot fiad 10 Ussher's works any ¢ Necret
Oath,’ or mention of such cith taken by members of the 3. J." It
happened, nevertheless, that an alderman named Bonsall, who bad
obtained a copy of Messrs Seeley’s publication, managed in an excess
of Protestant zeal, aud in relation Lo the proposed abolition of the Test
Oath in Dublin corporation, in March 1865, 1o have «mtered on the
minutes of the corporation ap allusion to this Beeret Qath, This, it
hardly need be remarked, caused some disturbance among the mem-
bers of the Council, and the result was a long debate, in which the
Jate Bir John QGray, a Protestant, ook a icading part, and which
resulied in the carrying by a large majority of the following resolution
proposed by the gentleman in question :—iiesolved-—That all relerence
%o the protest which refers to the said cath be expunyged from our
minute book, said alleged oath having heen proverd ta ths satisfaction
of thia house to be a scandalous fabricatioo, palmed, no doubt, apon
the credulity of the parties who procured the publication thercof, and
that the minutes be then signel,” The lie, uzevertheless, thus pubhely
sondemued, and in many ways proved a forgery, having, in fact,
nothing whatever to make it in any degree probable that it was any-
thing except a forgery and a fraud, has now been repea.cd among
ourselves. And we are conscious that it will still be repeated and
repeated again, It forms part of the stock in trade of tuose poor silly
bodies whose rather confused ideas of rehigion cousist 1n a great part
of their horror at what they imagioe the Catholic Church to be, who
perhaps mean very well, so far as ignorance and folly permit them,
and they canoot afford to surrender it, The oath will abide among
them until their fortunate entry intu their hentagein tne Land ot
Beulah, where, perhaps, its words also, with a great deal of the same
kind, many adorn their phylacteries, as a memorial of the dangers
they escaped from in the days of the baser fiesh, whereby they are now
encumbered.

THE French periodicals, the Revw du  Monde
Catholigue and Le Contemporam—or a recent dute
give us some interesting details of the work being
doue in the scientttic world of the perod.—In oue
of the articles alinded to, for example, we find a comparisun made
between the theory of the creation of the carth adopted by La Place,
and that which M. Fayenow oppuses to1t, La Ilace stppurting the
assertion that the sun existed first of all and that the plancts were
formed from zones of vapour throwu off by 1its atmospliere 1o cooling,
while, on the other band, M, Faye arguesinfavourof a theory which
would assign tothe sun an existence in its present form dating from a
period subsequent to thal at which the carth aod the mooa were fully
developed.—The conc.usion which the writer draws from the opposing
theories, is the rashness of placing too great confidence 1n scientific
researches, He, however, at the same time warns us agaiost uoder-
valuiog or despising them.—What we bave a nght to exacy, he
says, is that ithe savant should be respectful towards every order o
trath, and above all that he shonli not hav: the foolish pride ot
betieviag that he can explain everything without God,

SCIENTIVIC
NOTES,

ANOTHER writer examines the grounds that ar
given tor a belief that man appearcd on earth at a
peried of time too fong ago for even the umagiuation
to reach it, Heexaminesthe gravels of the Somme:
the turi-beds of the locality im question and elsewnere, and the
stalagmites found in various places, bringing to beay upon them all the
mest recent investigations. His conclusion 1s as tollows — Tt 19 best
to confess our impotence to find in this order of phenomena the pre-
cise date of the appearance of man., The actual condition of the
seience cnly authorises 1n this matter a negative conclusion. Bat uf
all the calculations to which they have bhad recourse, the least
supported are still those which generously distribute hundreds anid
thousands of centuries among the different phases of the quaternary
epoch. They have acted 1 vain ; they bave not so far demon-trated
the insufficiency of the old chronelogy. In the geological facts pointed
out to usg, and wh'ch wehas e here summed up we see abgolutely noth-
ing that bears ou: tue groat ustimates before which certain authers
have not drawn back,

A FAILURLE OF
GEOLOGY.

Yot another wiiter gives us a sketch of the con-

AN EYE-OPENER troversy prevailing touching a certiin matter that
FOR every school-boy would almost swear had been
BCHOOL-BOYS., settlel from the creation, and which under some
circomstances he could not venlure to question

without incurring bodily danger—that is the shape of the earth,

Some savants will have it still, accoiding to the traditional reply, that
it is round like an orange, whereas others there are who ingist that
it is that of a regular trangular pyramid, The controversy
is extremely intercsting, and we recommeund it to the attention of
our readers, although the space at our disposai does not permit of our
giving such particulars of it a3 might enable them to understand its
various points. The writer’s conclusion, however, comes well within
onr limita, The question of the earth’s form remains obacure, then,
he says. DBefore we decide, let us await pew argaments; but in my
opinion it was wise to expose the actual state of this question, which,
better than any other, showe how much the hypothetic enters into
the scientitic thooiies which appear the most golidly established, Buch
slatements should render certain eavants less proud, who imagine that
they cao overthrow the immovable truths of religion by hypotheses
coocerning which there will be no question in a few days or a few
years after their full expansion,

Mg, REXTON 10 fhe course of a lecture on Liberty,

THE LATEST CRY, lately delivered by him in Dublin, referred as
followe to the latest tactics of the party of oppres-

gon .—* The latert ery that has been rarsed Is ‘wnarchy in Ireland.
A good word is everything, and apnarchy is an excellent word for mis-
leading the Briush elector. It remiuds me of a country letter-writer
wao was applied to by somebody with a grievance against a police-
constable. The letter-writer read over the letter to bis client until he
cume to the phrase * this obnoxions constable,” when his client said,
“ Begorra that's a grand word, What docs it mean? ¢ Never you
mind what it means,’ said the letter-writer, * that word wiil strip the
jrwcket off bim ’ (laugbter), Isuppose the word ¢ anarchy ’ is expected
to perform some similar service in Ireland, We have plenty of govern-
m-nt io this country., We have plenty of the government that
coerces, that rabs and plunders, but of the kind of government that
saves the homes of the people, and prutects them in the interests
of the country, of that kind of government we have none in Ireland-
Lord Hartington was the first to raise the shriek about anarchy
Now Lord Hartington, whatever he may be in other respects. 15 as a
logician, asa man capable of arguing, he {3 about the most mean lord
alive (laughter). I should like to read for you, if you will allow me,
one senteace from his speech of the other day or 5o to show you his
method of argument. He wishes to prove that there is anarchy in
Ireland, and bere is how be does it— That such ¢ condition of affairs
as exists in Ireland leads to anarchy--in fact that it is absolately
anarchy—is a proposition that 1 think no coe will dispute. That it
is the simple duty of the Government to repress such a condition by
every muans in their power 15 an cqually admitted proposition, and
that it 18 the duty of every good crtizee to assiet the Government in
that position I do mot tiiok any of usin this room will deny,” That
certainly iz a very cuvious mole of argupmnut for an easy-going
gentleman who does not want o uverwerk his mind 1n discovering
what may pass for a reasea Lo s poliucal faith, It remiods me
very much of a very fawons ~ong. MMy loid, 1t is a song, so far as I
know, that consists entirely of arelimn, and that refiaun is, * For he
is a jolly gool tellow ™ (lawghier} ol the singer having made the
asgertion about the jolhiy of the goud flluw, confiims it by adding at
the end ‘which nobody ecan ders,” That ¢hoches the argument
(renewed langhler), and leaves no further 1oom fur further dispute or
doubt (laugbter and apglause),  MMr, Goschen bas swelled the cry of
aarchy. and added a masterpice: of imagination swhen be compared
Joha Dillen to a garrotter, I wisn togowiness you could see itbhe two
men sule by side, and you would confess that Mr. Goschen is as like

 a ghoul as Joho Inllon is unhtke a garroticer (applause.) Jhough it

may be bad encugh to have the disposition of a garrotter, yet I think
it is very many degrees worse to bave, as Mr, Goschen has, a great
deal of the nature ol a vampire (appiause), He vught to have been
shy about talking about garrotting, for, although many man may have
garrotted a man, theie arg vory fow men whoe may be or could be said
to have garrotted a country (applanw ). Uoeschen garrotted Egypt
(applauge) ; amd I am not surprised that a man who had the wretehed
peasantry of Egypt plundeled and Hoggel, and ground into the very
earth to pay the galling load of interest upou the unjast and miserablc
loans, T am not surprised that that man should be anxious and eager
to mahe {he miserable peasautiy of Ireland pay an enormous and
unjust rent which the bunl did not bung forth,”
Mir ~extox ercloded hus leeture as {ollows -
Cit oNE THING O e of the most remarkable qualitics of the grcat\
NECLSSARY. Napolion was s magic power of going te sleep in
the middle of o battle and waking up at the righ
moement (laughter)—that he aiways woke up at the moment to Jead
the (inal charge and register the victory (cheers). And without say
ing that Mr. Parnell cver falls asleep, for 1 have heard some doubtg
expressed on that porr{, [ will only say when the critical moment
comes that the destiny of our people is trembling in the balance, the
vo'er of Mr, Parnell, believe me, will ring out, and when it rings out 1t
will ting out, I Lelieve in my soul, as tbe prelude to our freedom (pro-
longed applause). And what a material and moral blessiong freedom
will prove to this unfortunate laud? Li we want to undevatand what



