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fLL the Australian Colonies, with perhaps one
exception,if indeed there is even one exception,
aresuffering fomfinancialdifficulties; and these
difficulties date their origin from the day on
which a system of free and godless education
was introduced amongst them. Even mediocre
politicians were able to foresee that such would

be the result. Natural and economic laws cannot be opposed
with impunity ; and to providefree education for the children
of well-to-do people is a contravention of economic prin-
ciples, whilst the policy of the State inbringing up children
in godlessness is contrary to the natural law, whose first
precept imposes on all the obligation of recognising
and serving the Creator and Lord of all. The present
state of impecuniosity prevailing throughout the Austra-
lasian Colonies is not surprising. On the contrary, were
it otherwise, we should be surprised indeed. Few of the
colonies are suffering more acutely than New Zealand ;and
here, on account of tho rapid increase of the school popula-
tion, the pinch willbe more severelyfeltthanelsewhere. The
average attendance at public schools in New Zealand last
year was 110,644; in 1881 it was 87,811; five years pre-
viously, in1876, it was 62,866— fr0m which it appears that
for some time to come an increase of from 25,000 to 30,000
school children may be looked for every five years. This
means an increase in our expenditure of at least £24,000 a
year- so that in I*9l the expenditure of this Colony on
c lucation willconsiderablycxc ed £600,000 a year. With
a falling revenue and a continuance of dull times, which
must beWicipated if we are to be guided in our judgment
by the last eight years, thoughtful men must ask themselves:
Where is therequired money tocome from? And,in addition
to this, last year there were 14,948 children receiving
education in private schools, and 7,567 receiving tuition at
home. That is 22,515 children, or more than one-fifth
of the children of thecountryof school age havenosharewhat-
ever in the Government expenditure on education. The
country is burthened heavily for education,and \ ftone-fifth of
the children arebeyond thereach of the system for which this
heavy burden is imposed. This manifests neither economy
nor statesmanship. Nor is this all. People woretold when
the public were first asked to take upon themselves tht
burden ofpublic education,that thenew system was principally
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DEATH.

MoMonaole.— At Milton,on 13th inst,Mary Teresa, beloved
wife of W. McMonagle, Catholic teacher, fortified by the rites of
Holy Church.— R.l.P.

Mr.J. D. Pope,our canvasser and collector, is now visiting the
towns on the West Coast. We hope our subscribers will make ita
point to settle their accounts with him when he calls.

Subscribersremoving from one part of the Colony toanother, and
wishing their papercontinued, should state their former address when
writing to this office, as it willprevent confusion of names.

We have again a tender little word to speak to oursubscribers
We are convinced that they are one and all of them as genuinely
honest and generous people as any to be found in the whole wide
world

—
and all they needis a gentle reminder now and then of the

lapse of time, and the running up of accounts. There is nothing
that does usso muchgood as 10 see then postoffice orders andcheques
coming in with the mail?,and we are sure they are anxious to please
and benefit us. We trust then, that they will take the hint, and
make no further delay about meeting our accounts. Prompt pay-
ments, andplentyof them, are what wemost require.

The New Zealand Tablet.
Fiat Justitia.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1887.

PROGRESS AND JUSTICE IN THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.

The Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense,an excellenteducation for their ownchildren. Yet
such is the sense of justice andpolicy in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards the free andgodless educationof other people's
children !!! This is tyranny, oppression,and plunder.

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES.

15

[n thia list subscriptions received by Post Only are acknowledged.
£ s. d.

Mr.F. M.,Stoke, up toJuly 24,1886 ... 1 5 0„ J. D., Red Jacks, up to Febuim 8, 1887 ... 15 0
E. W., Roxbuigh, up to Nmcmb'T 24, 1886 ... 1 5 0„ W. C, Fatea, up to March 24, 1887 ... 15 0

H.AC.B.S., New Plymouth, up to December 10, 1886 0 12 6
Mr.J. H.. New Plymouth, up to December 24,1887 0 12 6
Key.M. X., South Australia, up toFebruary 1, 1887 15 0
Mr.W. A,Hyde,up to December 10, 1886 ... 15 0„ T. G,Havelock,up to June 17, 1887 ... 1 5 0
Sergeant O'D., Havelock, up to December 24, 1886 2 4 0
Mr. T. F.,Pukerau, up toDecember 24, 1886 ... 1 5 o„ J. M'N., Naseby, up to Apnl 17, 1887 ... 15 0„ T. 8., Rakaia, lip to October 17,1886 ... 15 0„ J. L., Pert Chalmers, up to F.bruary 13, 1887 0 19 0„ F. E,, Timaru, up to January 17, 18S7 ... 0 19 0

J.X., Timaiu. up to December 17, 1886 ... 0 12 6„ F. K.Bannockbum, up to October 1, 1886 ... 10 0
T. N. Brighton,upto March 17, 1886 ... 2 10 0

Mrs. H., Kaikoura, up to February15. 1887 ... 2 16 6
Mr. J. J. L.ivsience. up toDecember 24, 1884 ... 10 0

J. L, Serpentine, up to August1, 1887 ... 10 0„ J.0, Oamaau, up to Octob(r24, 1886 ... 0 12 6„ T. 8.,Taranaki, up to July 24, 1887 ... 16 6,', F. U.. Wellington, up to May 15, 1887 ... 15 0
1. X., Hokuikaup to Augustß, 1886 ... 16 0

,] A. O. L., Moeiaki, Dowas upto October 17, 1886... 15 0
." J. C,Amuri,up toOctober 24,1886 ... 2 10 0

J. L,Lyttelton, up to Decerub>r 10, 1886 ... 2 0 0"
ftl. J.O. D , Picton, up to February ir>. 1887 .. 2 8 0

,', D.Q., Boatmane, upto December 10,1886 ... 19 0
Key. M., Timaru, up toFebruary 8,1887 ... 15 0

DRAWING POSTPONED TILL 17thMARCH, 1887.

By Peimission of the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

i^RAND ART-UNION.
InAidof

PORT CHALMERS PRESBYTERY FUND.
(Under the Patronage of Most Rev.Dr.Moran,Bishopof

Dunedin.)

PRIZE LIST.
1. Oil Painting,

"
Port Chalmers," value £10 10s

2. Beautiful Tea andCoffee Set, value £8 8s
3. Oil Painting

"
Rural Scenery," value £5 5s

4.
"

National History of England
"
;three large vols, 4to ;

richly gilt, andbound in red Marocco;illustrated with
about 40 Engravingsand upwardsof 400 illustratiens

5. Setof Table Flower Stands, value £3
6. Pairof rareVases, value £4
7. Patch Work Counterpane;gift of Nuns;value £5
8. An Artistically-painted Fireplace Screen; gift of same;

value £5
9.

"
The ImperialCyclopedia of Biblical Knowledge";2 large

vols, 4to;pages, 792—797 ;with an entirely original
series of Plates and Engravings by the most eminent
artists of the age, and with hundreds of page Illustra
tions.

10. Oil Painting, value £4 4s
11. The Poet Hood's Works, six void.
12. Ladies' Work Box and Writing Desk
13. Banner Screen, in Crewel woru
14. Coffiu's

'" Explanationsof the Epistles and Gospels
"
;Illus.

15. Moore's Melodies;with :-} mphoniosand Accompaniments
by Sir J. Stevenson and Prof. Glover ; edition da luxe

IG. Oleograph. " St.Joseph's";gift of Bishop
17. Brownson's

"
American Republic "

18. Hand-paintedTeria Cotta Plaque
19. AntiqueSilver Bracelet
20. Illustrated Dictionary of the Physical Sciences
21. Clarke's Shakespeare
22. Gold Opal Ring

And about lUO more Piizes of value and utility.
TICKETS ... ... ... 2s EACH
Blocks and Remittances to be sentto REV. W.\l. BUKKE, Port

Chalmers; or to Mr.N.SMITH, Hoi. Soc, Poit Chalmers.

HHEACHER Wanted for the Roman Catholic School,
Naseby.

Applications are invited for FEMALE TEACHER for the above
School. Mustbe competent to play Harmonium in Church.

Salary, £80 per annum, with famished residence.

ANDREW McG. BROWN,
Secretary School Committee.


