
Last mouth's operations at Gympie, Queensland:9192 tons for70350z. Dividends,LBI3O.
Several Russian war-shipsare engaged in surveyson the coastofCorea.
The second ballots at the Communal elections in France haveresulted inanet gainof eight seats to theConservatives.
The Merrie Monarch, Charters Towers, Queensland, has beenpurchasedby English capitalists for L75.000. Plenty of money inEngland for likely investments.
The French Press in Egypt is endeavouring to excite thehostility of the low Greek populationby a reference to the recentGreek blockade.
The unemployed on the forestplantation works at Rangariri aredoing well. They have alreadyplanted900 trees.
Inanativequarrel in the Godavery district in Hindostan, 100natives werekilled.
Fourteenrebels inMadrid have been sentenced todeath.A collieryexplosionhas occurred atSilicstone,Yorkshire, whereby

20persons lost their lives.
The French troops are still holding out at Mallicolo amdHavannahHarbour. H.M.S. Swinger is watching their movements.Inall probability Sir Patrick Jennings will be made a baronet

withinthe next few months.
The British-India Company are fitting all theirships with freez-

ing chambers,andareabout toprosecute the frozenmeat traffic with
great vigour.

The steamer Lyttelton bound from Ferntown to Wellington has
been wrecked ona reef near the Beef Barrels. The crew werepicked
up and taken on toNelson by the steamerMurray.

Lieutenant-colonel Stavely is gazetted honorary colonel on the
Reserve list of the New Zealand Volunteer Force. Major Wales is
promoted to be lieutenant colonel, and takes command of the Otago
Militia and Volunteerdistrict.

Government have received a cablegram from Admiral Tryon,
suggesting that they should legislate in the direction of regulating
the saleof intoxicating drinks to seamen belonging toher Majesty's
war ships, while stationedin New Zealand waters.

The English harvest is almost completed. The wheat market isweak,and common sorts are 6d cheaper. Australian and New Zea-
land shipments are depressed.

Michael Davitt says:" The true policy for Home Rule is to
advocate reforms required by the workers of Great Britain while
advocatingjuitice toIreland."

Flower services were lately held at Ocean-street Congregational
Church, Woollahra, Sydney. The floweis were afterwards taken to St.
Vincent's Hospital,andpresented to the Sisters of Charity.

A company is to be formed, to be known as the Australasian
and Japanese Woollen Company, with acapitalof £50,C00.

The probablewheat yield inSouthAustralia is estimated at about
six bushels to the acre.

The QueenslandGovernment intend touse steel sleeperson the
railways which run through timberless country.

The striking: of water on the Nallibor Plains, at the head
of the Australian Bight, is hailed with joy by explorers and
experts.

Nearly three million tons of coal (2,878,863) of the value of
£1,340,212, were raised by 7097 men from 54 mines in New South
Wales last year, thehighest amount onrecord.

Tbe estimated gold produce of New South Wales for the last
35 years was 9,639 3590z. of the value of £35 727,928.

The New Zealand Insurance and Finance Journal says that
in five years, the export of baconand hams has been multiplied by

65, that of butter by 12, of cheese by 17, of potted and preserved
meatsby 40.

A gang of raidera haveshot two daughters of a farmer in Cork
for refusing to give them arms which were in the farmhouse.

The last brick in the tunnels on the Wellington-Manawatu
Company's linpwas placed on Monday.

Mr. Norton, of Sydney, in a letter to the Prince of Wales, asks
him toexert his influence towards discouraging emigration to the
Colonies.

A force of 15,000 troops despatched to quell the rebellion in
Burmah has started for Rangoon.

Inall there are 36,485 holdings in New Zealand, comprising
upwards of17,000,000 acresof land, of which 11,728,000 acres are
freehold and5,348,000 leasehold,exclusiveof Ciown pastoral leases.

The Minister of Mines has authorised that £750 be held at the
disposalof Lake county towards making and continuing the Greeu-
stone route via Pyke's creek and Lake Alabaster.

A resident of Ballaratnamed W. H.Solomon has died from the
effects of the bite of a cat received while playing withit.

The Pall Mall Gazette says that if the British evacuate Egyptit
willbe impossible to trust theFrench there, seeing how unreliable
they haveproved in the New Hebrides.

An Australian hall,built by Irish Catholics at a coat of £6000,
has justbeen openedat Orange. It is the finest hall out of Sydney,
having accommodation for 1000 people.H.A.C. B.S., DUNEDIN.

News of the week.

The quarterly meetingof the St. Joseph'sbranch,Hibernian Societywas held in the Christian Brothers' schoolroom, Kattray street'Dunedin,on September21. There wasa goodattendance ofmembers'anda greatamountofinterest takenin thebusiness transacted. Itwasdecided tohold the annual fete this year as usual on Boxing DayDecember 26. The takings for the evening in contributions fromthe members amounted to £37, and accounts to the amount of £2tfwerepassedfor payment.
C. O'Driscoll, Secretary;

Edinburgh, Aug. 21.— In the new election just taken place in
Leith to fill the vacancy caused by Gladstone's chosing to sit for
Midlothian, which he was also elected to represent, Ferguson, the
Gladstoniaa candidate, has been overwhelmingly successful. He
polled4,204 votesagainst 1,527 tor MacGregor and 1,499 for Jacks.
Both MacGregor and Jacks r<in asUnionists. Jacks wasreturned as
a Liberal to the last Parliament by a majority of 3,870 ina total
voteof 8 840. He opposedGladstone's Home RuleBill, andentered
thecanvas for re-election as a Unionist,
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great indebtednessof the country in the purchase of it would beincreased at a future date,unless there was some provision made toprevent this. Borrowing money for the purchaseof freeholdpro-perty is just what many of thp nominal holders of large estateswould desire, so loDg as they got the price fixed by them for thesame. As the taxation of the country is already extremely high,why increase itin such amanner? Indeed,itseems tobe increasingto an alarming extent in every department of our GovernmentLookatour large army of Civil servants, permanent and temporary,whichnownumber 4,400, or,according to the late census returns of
our population,Ito131 of our present population. In comparingthenumber of hands employed in the CivilService with the numberof ploughmen engaged incultivating the soil,Iquestion verymuchif there areas many of the latter. Then, again, look at our largeandever-increasing educational vote of £361,936, and yet there aremany thousands of children ia this Colony, attendingprivate schools,
who receiveno assistance from Governmentout ofthis largeeducational
vote. In fact, every department of our Government is extremelyexpensive,as well as theGovernment itself, but colonists, as a ruledo not take the trouble to inquire about such matters, andconse-quently thereal fault lies with themselves

ASHBURTON.
(Prom our own Correspondent.)

There aremany of your readers who have heard of Wakanui, andwho, perhaps,are under the impression that itis anoutlying districtof little importance inthe vicinity of Ashburton. Itmight, perhapsastonish them tohear that itiaanagricultural tract ofcountryof wideexpanse andsecond tononein the Colony as to productiveness. Itis not veryoften thatIcanget out for a ride into the country, as youpay pretty dearly for a mode of conveyance here, and the go-round-aboutscome inhandy, especially when Tom,Dick,and Harry are tobe attended to. This state of affairs makes you inclined to useShank smare, but then you cannot go far and whatyou see is hardlyworth writingabout. However,Iindulged in the luxnry lately, andduring the courseof my journey jotted down a few remarks whichmay interest Borne of your readers.Irode out along whatis eenerallycalled the Beach road, andmy horse andIbeing anxious tobreathethe country air,Iwas soonaway from the dust of our inlandcity.The scene which presented itself to my view was a pleasing
surprise. As far as the eye could stretch was a vast extentof landcarefully cropped,andshowingby the wayin whichit was laid downthat the ownershave a thorough knowledgeof their business.The crop land was interspersedwith grassypaddocks on whichweresomeo. thebest sheepIhave seen in the Colony. There wasalso a good specimen of draught horses to be seen here andhere, and a numerous sprinkling of pigs, which would cause youto think as you lookedat the fences thatit would be no wondertif somebody had the " wrang soo" by the lug, sometimes.Further on1came m view of Mr. Liddy's farm, and by looking at itthe spectator would have cause to think that wherever you place anIrishman, if you give him fair play, he will become one of the mostpersevering and energetic members of the community. Imust sayaround Mr.Liddy s farm werestrong indicationsof careand industry
Boon after this I came in view of Mr. Fitzgerald's farmwhere well-gated paddocks and tidily trimmed fences werevery conspicuous. Imay here add that he is another Irish-man, and worthy of note as a farmer. Ithen pursuedmy course in the direction of the Wakanui school, where thespleadid house erected for the master caused me to think on thefate of theCatholic teacher, who as a rule has to pay for his houseout of his slender salary, and yet at the same time there is no onemore pure,moreelevated,or moredeserving of recognition, than onewhose highest ambition is tostore the minds of little children in theknowledge,and toguide their footsteps in the path of duty Willthe Government ever take into consideration the case of thesemenwhose humble task involves all that is greatest ina State, and dojustice to themand the Catholicbody at large. Ihopeand trust itm*ay

v having Passed tfae Wakanui school Iproceededin the directionof the beachand sooncameinview of the'sea. As Igazed on itsplacidsurface, and listenedto the sound of its heaving motion as itrose and fell like the breathingof some mighty giant in his sleep,Nature sent home a warning note tome in the feeling of a hungrypang, which made me think on the comforts of the tea-table and thechitter-chatter of the little ones, and suiting the very action tothe thought Iwassoon flying awayin th» direction of home. Inpassingmy friend s place, Mr.Brankin,Ifelt inclined to trespass onhiß hospitality, but time wouldnot permitof a delay. Iwas sorry thatIwas not m a position to call, asIwas sure of getting a musicaltreat from his little daughter, who entertained me kindly on aprevious occasion, and wbo can give
"

Home sweetHome," » TheHarp of Taras Hall," and "The. Dear little Shamrock" withimpressiveness and precision. Iam sure,Mr.Eiitor, youquiteunder-stand how an Irishman feels when something prevents him fromhearing these sweet melodies, whichcontain themusic of his heartand 1must say Iarrivedin town again, if not in a more pleasantmood, still, a wiser man than whenIleft.
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