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UNCONQUERED,

4-.___*——
( United Ireland, Jome 19.)
[ AE most prominent figure in the whole world af this moment is
hat old man of seventy-seven who leads in this desperate wer of
ustice against privilege, prejudice, and caste. He towers by the
end and shonldars over the great men of the age. He stands out
rom the ordirary ruck of humanity in clear distinet reliet as a man
n & saolit bill ountlined agrinst the sky, He bas no prototype in
istory or in fiction. Fis charactec sud corteer ere alike without
araliel, Now that there is & brief lull in the political storm the
ime may not seem inopportune to glance goickly back on his life,
whom soon agaip we hope to see “striding the blast"” that must
sweep his opponenta inte space. It is hard to renlise—it is impossi ble
o realise—that he ig in the peventy-eighth year of his age. The
mora we thivk of it the more our wonder grows, Let ve take some
ld man of our acguaintance, some man whose years stretch seven
vears beyond the allotted span of man’s life. Latus try to fancy
him bearing the comstant work, the late bours, the fierce, mental
.Giain of the Hoose of Commons in which strong yonag men age and
wither before their time, Fix on soms old fogey friend, with all his
halfchild-like ways and fancies and comfarts, living aguzsi-mechanical
)#fe ; fancy bim, the Prime Minister of England, swayiog the des-
tinies of the Bmpire, boldly embarking in & colossal straggle,
electrifying, enthrailing the Honse of Commons by his elogquence,
etirring men’s hearts in their own despite, and winning reluctant
s pplaose even {rom the most malignant opponents. We cannot fancy
it, The physical power of Lhe old man is as wonderful =s his intel-
legtual pre-eminence, and scarcely less sublime, His fret birthday,
the 29th of December, 1809, stretches away baok into the infancy of
the centary tbat is drawing to a close. Nor wad “ the God-like
repson " with which God endowed bim permitted to ¢ rust nonsed.”
Of that long life fifty-five years were devoted to the untiring service
of his country. He fas the youngest as he is the cldest member of
the House of Commons, at the age of twenty-two years~—hefore the
great mejority of men now living on the earth had been born——Mr,
Gladstone was elecied as Conservative tepresentative of the berough
of Newark, It is coricns to note that even then the heart of the
erdent young Tory was wiih the people. We eobjoin a single
paragraph from his first election mddress. It has that ecarnest
eloguence which sge canmot wither of custom stale, * Principles”
he declared, * are now arrayed against our institntions, and not by
truckling, not by temporisiag, not by oppression mor corruption, but
by principles they must be met, Amongst the first results should be
= sedulons and special attention to the interests of the poor fomrded
upon the role that those who are tie least zbie to take care of
themselves should be most regarded by others. Particolarly it isa
duty to endeavonr by every meaus ibat labour may receive adequate
Temuneration, which, unbapplly, smeagst several classes of ocor
fellow.cognirymen is not now the case. Whatever messuves, there-
fore, whether by correction of the poor-laws, allolment gf collage
grounds or olherwise, tend to support this object I deem entitled to
the warmest sopport.” Mr, Chamberlain's foriginal three-acres-and-
8-cow palicy, therefore, would ssem to be but slightly developed from
the policy announced some yeers before be was born by the leader
whom he bas 3o recently betrayed, What might not be expected
from a young m-u who won consiitueucies and formvlatad humane
reforms while his contemporeries were at college? What conld be
expected that was not amply realised in his subsequent career T He
5 ode on from eervice to serviee and from triumph to trizmph,
Within the recollections of middle-aged men his history isthe history
of the edvaucing Liberal party in Epgland. He dropped old pre-
judices s he proceeded, His heart and mind opened more and more
as he advanced in years, And the youth who in Oetober, 1832, won
the pocket-bocough, Newark, as the Tory nominee of the Duke of
Newcastle, is in 1886 the leader of the British democracy which he
bag enfranchised. Buch a development is, indeed, rare. Badicals
and reformers are only too often hardened avnd crusted by approach-
ing age into rigid and narrow-minded Conservatives. There was as
mugh sober truth as saarcasm in Lord Randolph Churchili’s declaration
at the last election that he hesitated aboat cpposing John Bright for
Birmingham in the belief that he might possibly contest the seat
himself on a Conservative platform, Mr, Bright might have done
8o writhout much violence to his latter-day speeches or convictions.
Mr. Gladstone was of a different type. His heart and mind ripened
like a winter pear under the snows of age. Lf Mr. Bright shrank
back farther and farther into his shell as years rolled by and night
approached, Mr, Gladstone ia best typified in the exquisite lines in
virhich Oliver Weadell Holwes moralises over the Chambered Nau-
tus:
“ Brild thee more stately mansions O my soul,
As the swift seasons roll,
Leave thy low.vaunlted past,
Let each new temple, nobler than the last,
Shut thes from heaven with a dome more vast
Ti1l thon at lengtn are free,
Leaving thine cutgrown shell by Yife's noresting gea,”

Even in his salad Tory days, as we bave seen, his hea~t was
with the people, but his zeal grew deeper and waxed warmer 23 his
“-ﬁ jus was matured by age and experience, His predominant
¥daence in England is but the fair price paid for the numberless
and invaluable services he has rendered the Democracy—services
soccessively denounced as confiscationm, revolution, and ireastn to
the Constitntion by the party with whom the model Democrnt, Mr,
Chamberlain, now paites to oppose him. Mr, Gladstone's trinmphs
have besn pumerous and splendid, bat he has not been without his
defeats, The closest parallel—si licel pareos comyonere magnis—io
the historic scene of June Sth, 1886, is to be found in the execiting
debate and division on the Reform Bill introduced by Mr. Qladstone
after the Easter Recess in 1866. It was not a very terrifying Reform
Bill as we look at such things in our days; it proposed to
enfronching 400.000 voters at the outeide, But it met with a terrible

opgosi&iou. Then as now the dgnger was from a party of disaffected
and iceacherons Liberals who lent backbone to the Opposition, and
who then for the Srat Lime, became krowu as the inhmbitants of the
Cave of Adellam,  The title, it will be remembered, was given by Mr,
John Bright, wbo, in his old age, has been coaxed into a cave him-
selt, H& was denonncing Mr., Horseman aad Mr, Lowe, who were
the Hartington snd Chamberlain of that revolv. * They bad retired,”
be gaid *ito what might be called tbeir political Cave of Adullam,
mto which they bave invited everyone who was inm distress and
evergone who waa discontented, and made themselves captains over
tbem.” The epeeches in the debats read like the speeches with which
the country bas been recently inuodated, and will be uatil after the
gener?) election, That tame little Bill was denounced with the
sawe ferocious and unreasonirg vehemence and viranlence aa the
Home Bule measure, It would be the breaking up of the Ewpire
aud the destruction of the Constitution. Take a spzcimen at randorh
from the gpeech of Mr, Lowe. " Sarely,” he declarcd, * the
heroic work of so many ceniories, the matchless achievemeut of so
many wise heads and sirong hands, deserves a nobler consommat on
thae to be sacrificed at the shrine of revolutionary passion or the
mandlin entbugiasm of humanity,”" Thers have been many franchise
extensions since that day. Mr. Lowe bas voted for some of them
himse'f, and has got his pecrage as & reward, but the heroie work,
the mafbless achievement,” eic,, are atill in vigorous existence, It
was a significant incident in that campaign that whep the Liberala
were driven from office a Isrger measare was forthwith introduced
ard carried by the Tories, Bub the most starding pavatlel of all in
to be found in the peroration of the two speeches delivered by Mw,
Gizdetone on thoss two memorable occasions at tbe close of the
debates, Tirough bolh these rons the pr-ssuvment of an immediate
defeat evd the coaviction of a future victory, Twenty years ago,
addressing the motley opponents of reform, he declared :—

“ You cannot fight against the future, Time is on our side,
The great social forces whicth move onward in their might and
majesty, and which the tumult of our debates does not for & moment
impede or disturb—these great social forec ) are againet yon. They
are massballed cn our side, and the basner which we now camy in
this gbt, thonpgh perhaps at some moment it may droop over onr
sinkiog heads, yet scon again will float in the eye of heaven, aud
will be borne by the firm hands of the united people, perbaps not fo
80 eagy, but ta a certain and not far-distaat victory.'’

Compare this with the still sablimer peroration addressed the
other nizht to the mix-cumgatheram majority—the rabble route of
’f‘qnes gnd Whigs who were already exulting {n their anticipated

rinmph :—

“ You have wealth, yon have rank, you have station, you have
organisation, aud you have power, What have we? We think we
bave the people's hearts (cheers), We helieve and know that
we have the prowise of the barvest of tbe future (loud cheers). As
to tbe people’s bearts, yor may dispute it, and dispote it with
perfect sincerity. It is a matter about which you may ask for proof,
Ag to the hervest of the fmture, I doubt if you have so much
confidence, and [ beliove that there is in the breasi of many a man
who mreans to vole agsinst us to-night a profound misgiving,
spproaching even in some places to a deep conviction (hear, hear),
that the end will be as we foresee it, and not as you foresee it, buf
L%a.h lt)m' ebb’og tide is with you and ihe flowing tide is with us (lond
cheera).'"

There is an inspiring pr sphecy in the words. 'We pray God the
glory of the approsching triumph may be bis, Defeated he has
been, bot conquered never. He may justly arrogate to himself the
proud humility of the prestest knight of Arthar'e table, who
declared :—

“ Thrown have I been not once but many & time,
Victor from vanguished idsues at the last,
4nd overthrowe: from being overthrewn.”

A Dorowell solicits the costom of all who appreciate a joint of
the beat quality at the lowest remvuerative price for cash, and who
like their sansages made of sach meas as is cut up before their ey 1
and in & cleanty maune: ,~[ ADVT.]

Don’t fill the system with guiaine in the effort to prevent or cure
Fever or Agome. Ayer's Ague Core isa far more potent preventitive
and remedy, with the advantage of leaving in the body no poisonst.
prodace dizziness, deafoess, headache, rud other disorders. The pro-
prietars warrant it.

Aucient history, it has been wetl eaid, was made by geography
and modern by geology. The indented coast-lines of the Medietra.
nean pevineulas were a condition of their supremacy io the ancient
world, while the greainessof England and the United Btateais Jargely
based upon their coal-fields, Within the last few yeara anotber
mineral azent has began to play a great partin the world, All the
lnst developments of Russian policy in Central Asia would bave been
impossible withont the sadden glowth of the petvolenm industry at
Bakn, The oil wells bave converted the barren shores of the Cpspisn
into perhaps the most prosperous portion of all the Czar'a domains,
They have changed Bakn itselt from an isolated outpost to & Bourish-
ing seat of trade. They have built the railway between that port Fad
Tiftis; they bave added to the importaunce of Batoum ; they have
created great fleeta upon the Caspian and the Valga, and added to the
receipts of all the central Bneuan lines that converge at Czaryzin ;
lastly, they have brought the Transcaspian railway, the great factor
in te Central Asian politics of the near futore, within the range of
practical politicy, It is satisfactary to find that the sapplies of
petroleum ate mot confined to the westorn end of the Central Asian
line. D'scoveries have been made at what the Russians hope will
gcon be the south eastern terminus. The oil-welle of $ibi already
feed the locomotives of the Indus Valley road, and will probably socn
aopply the Pisheen fronticr trains, That adde much to the valoe of
toe prospective terminus of M. Lasar's system ; umlackily it alse
’tucreaaes very appreciauly g«bat gentleman's difficulties in getting

here,



