
Messrs.Matson, Coxand Co.reportupontheLiveStock Market
for the Ashburtondistrict for the weekending August10 as follows :—:

—
OnTuesday,at the Ashborton Yards, weheldourusual saleof sheep,
cattle and pigs. The entry for theday wasasmall one, especially in
fat sheep, two pens only coming forward, and these were yety
mediumquality. Instores there were twoor three lines of crossbred
andmerino ewes, andoneline of verygood three-quarter-bredewes
in lamb, which realised 8s 6d. Crossbred lambs were poorly
represented,and owing to the very wetweather of last week looked
inmiserable condition. The attendance throughout the sale was
poor, andbidding veryslack. Tn fatcattle none came forward, and
in storesonly a few BpriDgersandcowsin profit. The pricesrealised
were

—
For crossbred ewes in lamb, 03, 6s to 8s 6d;mixed crossbred

ewes and wethers, 4s; crossbred lambs in poor condition, 4s ;in
cattle, springers £3 17s 6d, £2 17s 6d, £5 2s 6d, £6 5s and £7 ;
18-month heifers, 18s.

The Executors of the late Robert Wilkin report :— Since our
last report, the weather has continued wetandstormy. Theeffect on
all descriptiousof livestock hasbeenanything but beneficial. Not-
withstanding this the Addington Yards were over-suppliedwith all
lines of stock, though the quality as a rale was below the average
standard. The total number of stock brought forward Cor the week's
supply was as follows :— 4412 sheep,438 headof cattle, and 147 pigs.
Fat Cattle.— A full average number was brought forward, but as a
rule there wasa marked want of quality, anything like prime being
exceptional. Beststeerssold at from £7 to £9 ;heifers, from £6 to

j £7 10s, and as low as £4 5s for inferior. Best quality beef made
equal to pbout 22s per1001b; medium and inferior, 16s upwards.
Store Cattle.— A better yarding than for some weeks past, and a
little better enquiry. A few good four-year-old bullock? made a
shade over £6, and good three-year-olds from £4 12s 6d ;heifers, dull
of sale, as also were dairy stock. Fat Sheep.

— Though not so
numerous as theprevions week, there were more brought forward

1 thanrequired. Really prime quality wethers were scarce, andany-
thing fit for freezing commanded good prices. Best crossbred
wethers sold from 14s 6d to 16s;medium, 103 6d upwards;inferior,
8s upwards;best merino wethers, from 9s to 10s6d;crossbred ewes,
from 103 to 13s. Pigs— A small supply, which ruled at about last
week's quotations. Sheepskins, Hides, Fat, andTallow— Outentry,
though asmall one,waseagerly competed for by the usual gathering
of the trade. Owing tothe bad state of the weather, butchers'ekina
came to hand in a very wet, and in some instances very dirty,
condition, which certainly did not enhance their value. Conse-
quently priceswere,on the whole, a shadeeasier than last week. For
good Hues top values weremaintained, one very good andheaty lot
realising, forcrossbreds, 5a Id,andmerinos up to 4s 3d, Only afew
country skins came forward, and were bought up at market rates.
Fat, tallow, ardhide's were all cleared at late quotations, with little
prospect of pny alteration in prices. We sold butchers' crossbreds
at 3s,3s 3d, 3s 6d, 4s, 4s 3d, 4s 4d, 4s 7d, 4s Bd, to 5s Id;ditto
merino, 2a 9d, 3s, 3s 3d,3s 6d,3s 9d,4s, 4s Id, 4s 2d, 4s 3d ;country
skins,asper quality, Isto 3s 6d;rough fat and tallow, £d tol£d per
lb.;hides andcalfskins at latequotations.
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At the usual weekly meeting the following suggestions from the
Council were adopted :—

"That 100 silver Maltese crosbesbe obtained
to be used by the members as badges." " That a suggestion book be
placed in the Society's rooms, in order to enable members to make
any suggestion they may wish regarding the management of the
Society." Also,

"That ageneral meetingbe held at an early date."
The address to the Rev. Father Bowers waaunanimously adopted.

In some future letter, reference will be made to the address. Suffice
itnow tosay, that it was the gratuitous work of Mr. T. Lonargon,for
which ahearty voteof thanks waaaccorded him. It was the inten-
tion of the Society to present itat the Society's late concert,butthe
Rev. Father Bowers telegraphed that it wouldbe impossible for him
to leaveG-eraldine (where he is now parishpriest) just then.

Owing to the office of Vice-President having become vacant,
Mr. W. O'Shaughnessy waselected to fill the position. Owing toMr.
O'Shaughiiessy beinghon.secretary, another vacancywascaused, and
Mr. P.Leahy wasunanimonsly electedhon. secretary. Mr. Geoghan
was also elected counsellor.

The programme for next evening is a debate; the subject being," Should the halfpenHy postage on newspapersbe abolished?" On
the 24thof August,adraught andchess tourney will take place, and
inall probability, another socialconcert will take placein Septem-
ber next.

Mb. Dokald Stronach (on behalfof the New Zealand Loan and
MercantileAgency Company, Limited) reports for the week ended
AugUßt 18, as follows :—

Fat Cattle.— Only 123 wereyardedto-dayat Burnside. Thegreater
proportionof these were medium quality, the balance fair to good,
andnearly all light weights. Considering theBtateof the weather and
the few buyers in attendance competition was fairly active,andprices
realised compared faTourably with last weet's. Best bollocks
brought LT 17s 6d to L9; ordinary, L45s toL7|10s;best cows,
L610s toL7128 6d;lightand medium, L37s 6d to L6. We sold
onaccount of Mr.WilliamDouglas, Gore, cows toL610a.

Pat Sheep.
—

1,718werepenned for the week's supply, of which
350 weremerinos of fair to good useful quality ;the balance were
crossbreds. The most of them wereonly very medium, with a few
pens good toprime. Competition for the latter wasbrisk and prices
obtained were slightly higher, while medium quality was less in
demandand prices easier. Bestcrossbred wethers brought 11s to
12s 9d— one pen 14s; medium, 9s to 10s 6d;best do ewes, 10s to
12s 6d;medium, 8s 6d to 9s 6d;merino wethers, 6s 9d to 93. We
sold onaccount Knriwao Estate, crossbred wethers, from lls to 14s ;
merino wethers, at 6s 9d.

Pigs.— The number forward to-day was a small one, viz., 54,
representing all sorts. Competition was moderatelyactive, and all
sold at about late rates,

Store Cattle.— Themarket does not display very much animation,
while any good lots offering do not fail to find buyers. Both pri-
vately and atauction sales arebeing effected, butat prices which do
not leavemuch (or the grower.

Store Sheep,— The market is quiet,and no inquiry of any con-
sequence being made. Those offeriug being unsuitable, transactions
areunimportant.

Sheepskins.— Our weeklyauction sale on Monday was fairly well
attended, when we offered a large catalogue of station dry skins
with a goodnumber of butchers' green ditto. For the former com-
petition was fairly active,prices realised being equal to last week's,
but, no doubt owing to the somewhat unfavourable state of the
weather, the latter were inless demand, and, except for a few lots
suitable for specialpurposes, prices obtained for the mostpart were
lower than even last week's. Dry crossbredg (low to medium),
brought 8d to3s 5d;full-wool,4s to5s ;dry merinos, lOd to 3a 6d;
do. pelts, Id to 7d;green crossbrede, 3s 6d, 3s lOd,4s, 4s2d,4s 4d,
4s 6d, 4s 8d;domeriao, 3s 4d,3s fid, 3s 9d, 4s.

Rabbitskins.— A very gooddemand exists for well-furredwinter
Bkins. Atour weeklysale on Monday we offered a good cata'ogue to
a full attendance of the trade. Competition was spirited, and a
slight advance on last week's prices was obtained Tor best Bkins.
Bidding w-asalso brisk for medium, but suckers andinferior are not
somuch in request,and only saleable at very low prices. Our prices
on Monday were for suckers andinferior, 2{d; black and fawn, 94-d;
fair togood,13d;best, 14^d per lb.

Hides.
—

The market continues fairly active. A good demand
exists for all coming to hand at about late rates. At all times
properly-flayed heavy hides, clean and free from cuts, have the pre-
fereDce and briug top price, while neglected and carelessly-saved
lots areonly saleable at prices very unsatisfactory to all concerned.
We quoteinferior and bulls,lfd to 2£d ;light, 3d to3}d ;medium,
3^d to3^d ;heavy,601band upwards, 4d per lb.

Tallow.
—

The demand for local consumption continues toshow
no signs of weakness; and as suppliesare not in over-abundance,
values remain unaltered. Suitable lots for shipment are inquired
for, and could be placed, but prices offered scarcely come up to
holders' ideas of value. We quote inferior and mixed, 13s to 15s ;medium,16s to 17s;primemutton, 18s to20s ;rough fat, inferior,
68 to 7s ;medium to good,8s to 10s ;prime mutton, 10s to 12s per
cwt.

Grain.
—

Wheat :Notwithstanding reports of anticipated ship-
ments from America andIrdia,all coming toband, which is very
limitedin quantity, find ready sale,but as millers in themeantime
are fairly well supplied,and any purchases they make now are for
future requirements, they arenot inclined to advance on late quota-
tions,more especially as Northern wheatcan be laid down at the
wharf for slightly less than local agents have been asking. On the
whole, themarket is very firm, and prices are likely to remain good,
which we quoteas follows:

—
Prime milling velvet and Tuscan, 4s 8d

to 4s 9d
—

extra choice lots might bring a shade over; fair
to good, 4s 6d to4s7d ;ordinary,4s 3d to 4s sd;inferior and
fowls' wheat, 3s 9d to4s 2d(exstore,bags weighedin).— Oats :These
are still firmly held, and we have made sales during the weekat
prices equal to the highest obtained this season for best quality.
Medium,however,is ia much easier demand,except atpricesbelow
those obtainable previously,and,in the absence of a marked change
in the Australian markets, we fail to see what there is to warrant the
expectation ofhigher priceshere ;at the same time it would be un-
wise to rush the marker, which would certainly have the effect of
loweringprices. Stocks arenotheavy as comparedwithother seasons,
butyet thereis more that willbe requiredfor localconsumption. We
quote stoutbright milling, 2s od to 2s 6d;best short bright feed,2s
3|d to 2s 4d;medium. 2s 2d to 2s 3d;inferior andmusty, 2s to 2s
Id;long Tartars, fit for seed, 2s 7d to 2s 9d (exstore, bags in).

—
Barley:the demand is limited, and verylittle animation in the
market. Late rates,however, are obtainable for all sold, but the
general tone of the market is towards easier prices. We quoteprime
malting, 3s to 3s Id;medium,2s 9d to 2s lid; feed and milling, 2s
3d to2s 8d (exstore).

Grass Seed.
—

Rye-grass wouldhave had much better attention
but for the continuedinclemency of the weather, and owing to this
cause less business is being transacted. A few lots are changing
hands,but until proper spring weather sets in the demand willbe
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Commercial. slow. We quote farmers'undressed medium at 3s 9d to 4s 3d;good
to prime (off oldpasture), 4s 6i to 5s;extra goood lots,ashade
more;imported and machine-dressed, 5s 3d to 5s 6d (ex store),

—
Cocksfoot:Only small lots,and few of these,are being disposedof.
The demand is not by any means extensive. Quotationsare from
4-id to 5dper lb.— Linseed:The market continues barely supplied.
A gooddemand existi,but fair quality could be placed at 4a 9d to
5s 3d per bushel of €01b.

Mb.F. Meektan, King street, reports
—

Wholesale prices,includ-
ingbags:Oats, inferior to prime,2s to2s 6d; good seed samplesin
request. Wbeat:milling, 4s 3d to 4sBd, quieter; fowls' wheat, 3s
6d to 4s. Barley:mailing. 2s 9d to3s 3d ;prime milling, 2s 9d ;
feeding,2s3d to 2s 6d. Chafl:straw, £2 15s to £3 ;sheaf, £4 10s
to £4 15s. Straw, £2 per ton;bay,oaten, £5 ; rye grass (scarce),
£4 10s ;bran, £5 103;pollard, £6. Potatoes:Derwents, £3 10s to
£4 ;kidneys, for seed, £3 10s to £4. Butter :fresh, Is 3d toIs 4d ;
best brands inferior,IsId;salt batter, best,Bd. Flour: £10 10s to
£11 ;roller, £12 to £12 159. Oatmeal, £12.
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