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that guarded her shores against the Danes gnarded the hearts of her
children against the assanlts of heresy. The more violently the
{ 1mpests raged, the deeper did the sacred tree of divine faith strike
its roots in the affections of her song, and Erin woa from Christendom
a peerless anreola as the martyr nation of holy Church, (Applause.)
Be not ashamed of Ireland. (Cheers.)

and the smile of summer ‘g already upon the green fietds of Krin,
(Benewed cheering.) Ad Iressing you on this great Easter festival,
may I not recall to mind that onr Divine Lord lay three days
entombed in the sepalchre and arose agaio glorious and immortal 7
Bo does the Church of Christ, after being hidden in the recesses of
the bogs and mountains of Ireland for three centuries, come forth ig
our days renewed in life and vigour and arrayed in the comeliness of
r}-er early years to partake of the glory and trinmph of the resurrec-
«on. (Cheers,) This glorions victory is given to Ireland to reward
the fidelity of her people, Look through the snnals of her Chureh,
You will ind no other people more truly Christian, more traly
Catholic. Amid every trial their fidelity to religion has been
Inviolate aud unstained, Her inheritance of sorrow only servas to
enhance the merit of her spiritual triumphs. But if bright and
peerless is this aureola of Irgland’s faith to-dey, we must never
forget that we are indebted for it to the heroism with which our
fathers sustained the unparalloled sorrows and sufferings of &
prolonged martyrdom. (Cheers.) Bat it is not the Church slone
in Ireland that has arisen from the tomb. Her national spirit, too,
has been ravived—(cheers)—and Ireland stands before the nations
of Churistendom to-day arrayed in a moral force against which the
enemies of justice struggle in vain, and asserting her national
rights in the calm dispassionate accents of freedom, and demandiag
conatitutional independence as her inaliensble birthright. (Great
cheering.}) At no distant day the great statesman who now holds
the belm of Empire will, by granting this legislative independence,
add another to the unfading laurels which he has already won ia
dealiog jostice to the Irigh
freedom will be the crowning triumph of the peaceful struggle
for justice which Ireland’s sons, through good report and evil
report, have carried on for centuries,
We hail with joy the rising sun of thig
and peace; its rays shall spon bathe with glory the emerald
gem of the western world—(cheers) --and reflected upon many
distant landas shall bring comsolation and gladness to the sea-divided
gons ofgfreland, (Loud and prolonged chesrs.) And here ] may be
permitted 1o adopt the words with which the immortal jeader of the
Irish people (U'Connell) congratulated his countrymen on their first
great victory of emancipation: “ The men of Erin know that the
only basis of liberty is religion, They have triumphed becanse the
voice they raised on behalf of their country had raised itgelf in
prayer to God. Songs of liberty may now make themselves heard
throughont onr country, whose sounds will travel throogh hill and
valley with voice of thunder, and be wafted along the coursas of the
rivers and streams proclaiming far and wide that Ireiand at length is
free.” (Great cheering.} Go on, then, geatlemeun ; pursue wit)
courage and perseverance, and earnestoess the course of beneficence
on which you bave entered, Let religion and eirtae yuide your stepa.
(Applanse.) Fear no: those enemiss who, Dere as in the Home
countres, persistently heap obloquy orn everything that is just and
bonourabie and good, Combat them only by the weapona of for.
bearance and charity—(appliuse)—far the galden words of st. John
Chrysostom should never be forgotten, * Cnristians are not to over.
throw error by the use of violence or constidiag, but by petauasion,

instruction, love and charnity.” (Entbusiaste and lung-continued
cheering.)

ER CAREW, 8.0, ON IRELAND.

—_—
(From our Greymouth correspondent,)
Juoe 3, 1886,
FOLLOWING I8 & verbatim report of the appeal made by the Rav,
Fatuer Carcw, un behalf of the Greymouih branch of the Ieish
Naiional League, to which I briefly alluded ic wy communication of
the 30th ult :—
lam asked by the members of the Irish National League to

recommend their cause to you for greater a-sistance, and I feel a very
great pleasure 1n doing s0. 1 need noc tell jou that their cause js a
good vne, It has the approval of all the Irish bishops and priests, and
of Irishmen all over the world, and in fact of all liberai-minded men,
It meets with disapproval only from Ireland's enemies, The
uopatriotic man may say, “1I have long since left my native land,
an 1 I fail to see what claims she can have on me now, Iexpectno
benefit from her, and why am I to he importuned to assist a canse
that is not only profitiess to me, but when the fact of my doing so
may deprive me of the confidence and esteem of my neighbours—
men of other nationlities.” The Irishman who epeaks so betraya &
considerable amount of selfishaes, and a great ignorance of Christian
ett i, There are certain obligations that a man can never shake off
no matter to what couniry he emigrates. These are threefold, namely
that he is, firstly, to love Ged above all things; secondly, his parents ;
aad, thirdly, his naiive land. And these obligations follow him, it
)natlem but 1o what country he emigrates. He mAay go to the ex.
cremes of the earib, but God has still the same dominion over him,
and his travelling beyond the seas does not emancipate him from
the obedience to God., In like manaer, our parents after God, the
authors of our being, have always a claim oa us, The immense
oceans between them and us d» not sever the bonds of that claim,
and when the parent 18 oppressed by auprepie 1ndigence, God's laws
dem ird of the child tha' he should assist his aarents 1 prefereuce
to the fulfitment of any other eart ly ooliration. God demands
that the love of country should hold the third place in the Christi.n
heart. Wweare bouni to love our native land not merely from se it -
ment, but because it ia tue will of God, not negatively only, but in

THE REV. FATH

d of ! The winter is already !
passed, the apringtime is come—{immenss cheering) —the sunshine
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(Prolonged cheering.) ,
new era of prosperity

{ deed and intruth, Aod thes is our natural love of country perfected

by religion, Hence he isa hero in the eyes of God and man whe
lays down his life in the honourable defence of his country, If so
much is notasked of us, less will have itg meed of reward, What
Irishman, then can refuse the trifle of sixpence per month asked by the
National League to assist his couatry through her present difficulties !
* If much there be, go mark him well” He has ng love for his native
land, Qur pocr counatry is now in the sad condition of the man
wentioned in the Scriptures who went from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and on his way, fell amongst thieves and robbers, They not only
robbed him of his money, but nsed their daggers freely on him, and
left him insensible on the road eide, giving out his heart’s blood,
T1 cruelshearted an 1 uncharitable passed him by, The good Samari-
tan cawme at length to his assistance, He poured oil and wine into
his wounds to stannch and heal them. He conveyed him to the
nearest ion, where he paid his expenges till recovery. Ouar native
land has for centuries been io the sad eondition of this poor man.
Bhe fell amongst thieves and robbers. They have ontraged her in
every sense and inflicted wrongs on her that are anequalied for
atrocity ‘n the annals of the world, Long has she lain on the road-
side of neglect. Not, indecd, that good Samaritans were wanting to
render assistance, but because the robbers who ruined her slaughtered
them algs, But & new day ig dawning on us, the time of God's mercy
is coming round ; onr best friends seew to be in the majority in the
British Parliament. Bat it is becanse the good Bamaritan of divipe
appointment has passed down the rosd, And he is Mr. Parnell and
his noble band  "Seeing our aficted country pouriog ont its heart's
blood through its many gaping woueds, of famine, of misgovern-
went of all sorts, of evictions, of emigration, and of thousauds of
others, his great heatt is touched, and he is ponriag into her wonnds
the balsam of healing oiutment, His canse is truly a noeble one ; all
good men approve of it, Let, us then, the children of Erin in this
far-off land, not forget the place that gave us birth—* The Emerald
Gem of the western world.”  Let us love her indeed and in truth, and
let us bear & hand with the good Bamaritan ‘n redressing her wIoDgs
and in healing her wounds,
e
PROFESSION AT ST. MARY’S, HOKITIKA.
— —
(West Coast Times, May 19.)

AT eight o'clock yesterday morning & numerous congregation
assembled at Bt, Mary's chapel to witngss & most solemn ceremony
in the ritual of the Roman Cathglie Charch, at which four of the
sisters of the convent—Sisters Mary Ignatiua, Mary Xavier, Mary
Qertrude, and Mary Ita, who hal already been received, exchanged
the white veil for the black, in token that they bad rencunced the
varities of the world and given up lhe remainder of their lives to
perfect self-sacrifice and never-euding charity. Oa entering the
church it was impossible to avoid becoming impressed with the air of
Eolemnity which seemsd to permeate the very atmosphere. Thae
flowers on the glitteri g altars, the burning candles, the four suggess
tive prie-dieus ranged in front of the altar, the hlack veils visible in
a basket on a siie table, and a hundred anl onn preparations fer a
great eveat—all thes: objects upin whick the eye, turn what way it
would, was continually faling only servel to increase and intensify
this feehing, Up to the strike of e gnt this feeling was permitted to
bold fall sway, as bayoad th: subdued noiss acersioned by the
entrance of som» of tha mamba 3 of t e congregation the silence was
uobroken.  But when the kour struck the doors of the church were
flung open, the organ pealed out the Tong Creator, and a procession
of httle ¢irls in blue and white, the colonrs of the Yirgin, headed
by the Rev. Mother, and followed by the cross-bearer of the bister-
hooa, the novices in white veils and the sisters attendant upon them
bearing lighted candies, filed slowly up the nave of the chureh,
uatil, arrived at the altar 1ails, it divided into two, one part golag
to the right and the other 1o the left,—che four immediately
coneernel in the coremony, kneeling reverently in their places before
the high altar, Simultaneous with this movement, a side door
opened and his Lordship, Bishop Redwood, in cope and mitre,
preceded by sn acolyte bearing the crozier and lollowed by five of
his clergy, amongst whom swere Revs, Father Martin, Walshe, and
Ahearn, came forward and touk his stand in front of the altar, the
clergy grouping themselves rcund about him. At this moment the
sun, which had been struggling with the morning mists, shone out
and added a wonderful charm to the scene, Right over the altar,
the stained pglass representation of the ecrucifizion assumed g
reality which was absolutely startling and in wonderfual harmony
with the time, the place, and the occasion. After some time spent
in prayer, ais Lordship taking up hisstand on the &'ep of the altar,
addressed a special sermon to the Sisters about 1o take the vow,—He
took for his text the 19th chapter of the Gospel of 8t, Matthew,
beginning at the 27th verse In glowing language he depicted the
gpecial advantages held ont to those who were prepared, in the words
of the text, to forsake * houses or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or chiltren, or lands,” for the sake of Christ, He
teminded the congregation that those who were now about to yield
themselves wholly up to God were sacren to God heoceforth, and for
any one to barm them or for themselves to commit any grave acts
contrary to the roles of their Order, would be an act of sacrilege,
He showed how filting it was that the reward should be in propor-
tion to the completeness of the sacrifice, Fenceforth it would be
their daty te yvield complete obedience to the will of God,—vigit
the gick, the destitute rnd abandened ; go forth into places and
commune &i'h and even love. people most abhorrent to their natores,
¥ T'he sacrifice,” concludel the Bishop, * must be complete,” and he
bronght an eloguent and powerfal address to a clo e by congratu-
lating the novices upon haviog, after a long and severe trial of thems
gelves, elected to become the spouses of Christ,

After the sermon Holy Communon was received by the four
novi @, each of whom was escorted to and from her place by two
Sisters who walked one on either side of her.




