
| _ (West Coast Times, May 19.)At eight o'clock yesterday morning a numerous congregationassembled at St. Mary's chapel to witness a most solemn ceremony
in the ritual of the Roman Catholic Church, at which four of thesisters of the convent— Sisters Mary Ignatius, Mary Xavier, MaryGertrude, and Mary Ita, who had already been received, exchangedthe white veil for the black, in token that theyhad renounced thevanities of the world and given up the remainder of their lives toperfect self-sacrifice and never-ending charity. On entering thechurch it was impossible toavoid becoming impressed with the air ofsolemnity which seemed to permeite the very atmosphere The

I flowers _on the ghtteri ig altars, theburning candles, the four sugo-es-|tiveprw-diev* ranged in front of the altar, theblack veils visible in
!a basket ona side table. *nd ahundred and one preparations for aIgreat event-all thes? objects upin which tbe eye, turn what wayitwould, wascontinually falling only serrei to increase and intensifythis feeling. Up to the strike of c gat this feeing was permitted tohold tall sway, as beyond thi subdued noisi occasioned by theentrance of som->of the membe s of t ie congregation tbe silence wasunbroken. But when thehour struck the doors of the church wereflungopen, the organ peiled out the Yeni Creator, and a processionot little girls in blue and white, tbe colours of the Virgin,headedby the Rev. Mother, and followed by the cross-bearer of the Sister-hooa, the novices in white veils and the sisters attendant upon thembearing lighted candles, filed slowly up the nave of the churchuntil arrived at the altar rails, itdivided into two, one part gome|to the right and the other to the left,— che four immediately
Iconcerned in the c-remony,kneeling reverently in their places before
Itne nign altar. Simultaneous witb this movement, a side dooropened aad his Lordship, Bishop Bedwood, in cope and mitrepr-ceded by fin acolyte bearing the crozier and followed by five ofhis clergy, amongst whom were Revs. Father Martin, Walshe, andAbeam, came forward and took his stand infront of the altar, theclergy grouping themselves round about him. At this moment thesun, whico had been struggling with the morningmists, shone outand added a wonderful charm to the scene. Right over the altartne stained glass representation of the crucifixion assumed areality which was absolutely startling and in wonderful harmonywith the time, the place, and the occasion. After some time spentin prayer, his Lordship taking up his stand on the s-ep of the altaraddressed a special Bermon to the Sisters about to take the vow —Hetook for his text the 19th chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthewbeginning at the 27th verse In glowing language he depicted thespecial advantagesheldout to those who wereprepared,in the wordsof the text,to forsake '♥housesor brethren,or sisters, or father, ormother, or wife,or children, or lands," for the sake of Christ Heleminded the congregation that those who werenow about toyield
themselves wholly up to God weresacrea to God henceforth, and forany one to harm them or for themselvesto commit any grave actscontrary to the rules of their Order, would be an act of sacrilege
He showed how fitting it was that the reward should be in propor-tion to tbe completeness of the sacrifice. Henceforth it would betheir duty to weld complete obedience to the will of God —visitthe sick, the destitute and abandoned ;go forth into places andcommunewrh andevenlove, people most abhorrent totheir natures"* lhe sacrifice," conclude! tbe Bishop, " must be complete,"and hebrought an eloquent and powerful address to a clo c by congratu-lating the novices uponhaving, after a long and severe trial of them-selves, elected to become the sp.nnes of Christ.

After the sermon Holy Communion was rece'ved by the fourmvi «,, each of whom was escorted to and from her place by twobisters who walked one on either side of her.
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deedand intruth. And thus is our natural love of country perfectedby religion Hence he is a hero in the eyesof God and man wholays down his life in the honourable defenceof his countr? If somuch isnotaskedof us, less will have its meed of reward. WbSIrishman thencanrefuse the trifle ofsixpenceper monthasked bythe*SZh225T tO as9ißfc

t
hitco"try through her presentdifficulties?li 5 'g° mark- him wel1' fle ha3no Iov« his nativeland Our poor country is now io tbe sad condition of the manmentioned in the Scriptures who went from Jerusalem to JerSS! andonhia way fell amongst thieves and robbers. They not only! ]Tt "Ot h-h-LB,L8,mm°ney>bat aßed their da êrs freely onh°m, and, left him iweomble on the road side, giving out his heart■s^lidTie cruel-heartedaniuncharitablepassedhimby. The goodSamari-tan cameat length to his assistance. He pouredoil and winTStohis wounds to staunch and heal them. He conveyed hYm to thenearestma, where he paid his expenses till recovery. Ou nativelandhasforcenturieabeeDia the sad condition of this poor manShe fell amongst thieves and robbers. They have outraged her ineverysense and inflicted wrongs oa her that are uneqnalled foratrocity <q the annals of the world. Long has she lain o2 the road-side of neglect. Not, indeed, thatgood Samaritanswere wantiS toih^r^T'bUt b?ca?Be,the robbers whoruinedher slaughtfreihem also. Buta newdayis dawningonus, the time of God's mercyRr?rmm
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beS" friendß Beem t0 be in the majority in theBritish Parliament. Butitis becausethe good Samaritan of divineappointment has passed down the roid. And he is Mr. ParnelUndhis noble band Seeing our afflicted country pouring out Us heart'sblood through its many gaping wouads, of famine, of misgovern-ment of all sorts of evictions, of emigration, and of thousands ofothers his greatheart is touched, aid he is pouring into her wonndsthebalsam of healing ointment. His cause is truly anoble one -allgoodmen approveof it. Let, us then, the children of Erin in 'thisfar-offlaud, not forget the place that gaveusbirth-" The EmeraldGemof the western world." Let u8 loveher indeed andin truth,andletus bear ahand with the good Samaritan:nredressiog her wrongsandm healingher wounds. wiuugs

PROFESSION AT ST. MARY'S, HOKITIKA.

that guarded her shores against theDanes guarded the hearts of herchildren against the assaults of heresy. The more violently thenmpestsraged.the deeper did the sacre-Uree of d?vineS strikexto.rootsm the affections of hersons, andErin won fromChristendoma peerlessaureola as the martyr nation of holy Church. (ApplaW?fl^f fhham^ °l Ire aad< (Cbeers-) Tbe wi^r OTreadypassed, the springtime is come-Cimmense cheering)-thesunsMneand the smile of summer -s already upon the green fields of Erin(Renewed cheering.) Ad Iressing you on this freat Easter festival"may Inot recall to mind that out- Divine Lord lay three SnSih'V?6 WSf aad aroßea^iQ Slorlous aYdimmortaYSo does the Church of Christ, after being hidden in the recesses ofthebogs and mountains of Ireland for three centurieVcome forth °nour days renewed in life and vigour and arrayed in the comeliness3J^rT/clTfo^*0
* th«g^^ triumph of ShTSSSeS
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L°° k throueh the annalß ° f ber Church.OathnS a T
° ther pe°Ple more tlnl? Christian, more tralyCatholic. Amid every trial their fidelity to religion has beeninviolate and unseamed. Her inheritance of sorrow only serves toenhance the merit of her spiritual triumphs. But if brizht andESS!.1? thlS aU-re° la ° f Irßland

'
8 to^day we must neverSSfr. 6-ailx?debted for [t to the heroism with which ourS!sn *

ÜBtaiDed the sorrows and sufferings of aFntfiTh??111' .(Oneen.) But it is not the Church .ton?in Ireland that has arisen from the tomb. Her national sDirit ton

add another to thl TJ! £ ran,tiog tniß legislative independence.

wr«Mo^e^SrT7IL <%*!*, -S-3«and peace ; its rays shall soon bathe with glory the emerald

«t^&( n̂ell>< t̂alated hU«^rymen on their firstnn^ hr? Ivu emaaciP,ation: "The men of Erin know that the"L fK Of l}heFtyißF tyiß reliSiOQ- They have triumphed because theSver to^G^ion0; °/ C°UDtry had raised itsel£^fhfS »
° gS of llberty may now make themselves heardthroughout our country, whose sounds will travel through hill andJvSrJ\Volce of tbrder'andbe waftedaloae the«'^ss of
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free" faS^lProclai,ming and wide that Irelandat length is
co"pSh cheering-) Go od, then, gentlemen; pursue wifa
nnI\ d PerseveraQC«- andearnestness the course of beneficence?AnnUn^° U£ aTeentereJ> L6tT îOa WrtUe Uide Steps(Applause.) Fear not rhose enemies who, here as in the Homecountries persistently heap obloquy on everything that is just andhonourable and good. Combat them only by the weapons of for-bearaIlceand cha,uy_(appl ll vu3e)-fortheVoiaenwords of St. John
thro
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"Ums.ians are not to over-throw err.r by the useof v.olence or cmra.vnt, bat by petsuasiancheerTngT* * *** CEnthus.asUc 'and

THE REV. FATHER CAREW, S.M., ON IRELAND.
(Fromour Greymouthcorrespondent.)

FOLLOWING is a verbatim report of the apneal made by the *RevFather Carew, on behalf of the Greymomh branch of the Irishthe' 30thu"S-'S-' tO WhiCh *brieflj a
'luded iQ my comm^icmonof

Iam asked by the members of the Irish National League torecommend their cause to you for greater assistance, andIfeela verygreat pleasure indoing so. 1need noc tell jouthat their cause is agood one. Ithas the approvalof all the Irishbishopsand priests andof Irishmen all over tne world,and in fact of all liberal-mindedmenIt meets with disapproval only from Ireland's enemies Theunpatriotic man may say, "Ihave long since left my native landan1Ifail to see what claims she canhave on me now. Iexpectnobenefit from her,and why amIto be importuned to assist a causethat isnot only profitless to me, but whenthe fact of my dome somay depriveme of the confidence and esteem of my neighbours-men ofother nationilities." The Irishman who speaksso betrays aconsiderableamount of selfishnes, anda great ignorance of Christianetlxx mere arecertain obligations that a mancan never shake offnomatter to whatcountry he emigrates. Theseare threefold,namelythat he is, firstly, to love Gcd aboveall thirds;secondly,his parents "
and thirdly, his nauve land. And these obligations follow him ittaatierßnutto whatcountry he emigrates. He may go to the ex-kernes of the partb but Godhas still the same dominionoverhimand his travelling beyond the seas does not emancipate him fiomthe obedience to bod. In like manner, our parents after God theauthors or. our being, have always a claim on us. The immenseoceansbetween them andus d> not sever the bonds of that claimand when the parent is oppressed by supreme indigence, God's laws ,
demird of the child tha« he should assist mo parents in preferenceto the fulfilment of any other earnly ooh^uon. God demandsthat the love of country should hold the third"place in the Christ! >nheart. \\ c are bound to love our nativelarui not merely from =c jt-ment, butbecause it is tm. will of God, not negatively only, but in
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