
NEW ZEALAND TABLET
in Van Diemans Land, and in the whole Australian continentthere werebut three other priests. One of these was the Rev.JosephTherry, whomay justly bestyled thepioneerof the faitn, and the trueapostle of the Cross in all these southern lands. Another of thesethree priests was the present venerable Bishop oE Birmingnam,Dr.Ultithorne whom we all revere as a living link of the present withbe past, and who will rejoice more thaa any other to-day that thelittle seed that wassowninuapara'leledsorrowsand humiliations,andover which he watched with such anxious care, has, through theblessing of Heaven, grown with stately growth,and stretched forthits branches throughout the length and breadthof this faircontinent.Slow was the growtb of the sacred tree, Holy Faith. Many perhapswho arelistening to my words, remember well the time whentherewere fewer priests throughout all Australia thaa thereare at presentBishops assembled within the sanctuary. Some of these illustriousprelates are themselves the first bishops who have laid deep the
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aobly builfc UP the Church in their respectivesees.When the Very Rev. Dr. Fitzpatrick, the present Vicai-GeneralofMelbourne, entered on his missionary duties there, be had to landfrom a little boat at Sandridge. and to walk three miles before hecouldmeet with a hamm habitation. There was then only onesmall wooden church inall that district. What a contrast this pre-sents to the grand cathedral that now adoras the great city ofMelbourne— a noble m .nument of religion, erected mainlyby theuntiring exertions of the venerable ecclesiastic to whom Ihavereferred. About 40 years ago some religious men were appointed tothe spiritual chargeof the Aforeton Bay territory, wdich includedthe then village of Brisbane. But they could find no means of sub-HrST t^r%a° d were compelled to sail back along the coast in alittle boat tobydney. Even 25 years ago, the first bishop coming to

"S' i 8^ n,IDg«°ru the Bpot now "owned by themagnificentcathedral,could ask, "Where is the town of Brisbane." Itis bat20 yearssince tbe boundariesof the sees of Bathurstand Maitlandwere marked out, and yet they already haveso grown asto yield tofewmissionary dioceses,as wellin their organisation as in thenumberoftheirschools andchurches,andvarious institution3 of charity andre-ligion. When, 15 years agoHis Lordshipof Dunedin took possessionofthatnewly-erected see,there was hardly anythingtnere.Its beauti-ful convents,flourishing schools,numerouspresbyteries,andchurches,and fine cathedral just completed, attest whatprogresshasbeen made.And now the bishops of those sees who themselves have borne theburdenof the heat and toil assemble in Plenary Council, as spiritualwatchmen on the towersof Israel, to guardthe depositof revealedtruth, to perfect the work of the divine ministry, to strengthen thebulwarks of the faith, and to consolidate whathas already been sonobly done. Some, forsooth, will tell us that we ard at war againetcivilisation, andare the enemies of society. No. It is the Bishopsof the Church that truly foster and develope and bring to highestperfection everything that may tend to strengthen the bonds ofsociety and to promote the happiness of individuals and families.Were the world lett to itself, it would very soon relapse intobarbarism andpaganism,but holy Church is ever on the alert to rootout the evils that menace society, and to repel those enemies thatm?ir«r P
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°g? f ouc\moTe iato the depths of degradation andmisery And if you ask m* whathas been the work of tbe Plenaryj£?,°v ' \ rCp^ that II has beea Precißely to combat those evilsthat threaten toundermine the eojinlfabric and to blight the hopesof civ.usa ion at the present day. There is aspirit of infidelity andinojff jrentismabroad which wrecks innumerable souls The work ofPhrT^ fJT bmJ the faithfal clO9er t0 our Lord JesusChrist that they may love Him with more iateuse love, and m*vcherish ever more and more tbe truths which he has revealed,
rv \lSI 6ub3tancf of thiDS* tobe hoped for, tbe evidence ofthings that appear not (Heb.x,. 1 ) ;a,d nothing is more necessaryat the present day, for individuals and for nations, than the Divinestrength which the true faith imparts, the strength which corneafrom God, the sourceof every blessing, of life, and peace, and truth.The tendency Ol tbe present time is to lower the standardof moralityand tobring mandown to tbe verylevel of the brute creation. Tbecouncil, by its enactments, endeavours to promote piety, to lift upman to a higher and holier life, and. amid the corruption of a sinfulworld, toguard m his soul the image and likeness of the Creatorbuch are the thoughts that recur to the mind to-day, whilst undertbe Divine blessing we bring to a happy close the first PlenaryCouncil of the bishops of the Australasian provinces. Tne school isthe battlefield of every form of irreligionagainst the Church in ourday. Through jut almost all the Australian Provinces the st stems ofeducation adopts by the State are such as Catholics cannot, as arule, conscientiously avail themselves of. It is sometimes saidindeed, that it was not tbe intention of the men who originated thepresent primary school system in New South Wales to wage waiagainst religion, and it may be so. It is not mine to judge of theintentions of those men. Their actions, however, and the resultsmust speak for tbeoase yes. Iicannot be questioned that thepresentsystem in its practical working leads to religious indifference anddeadens the influence of Christianity in the ~hdart. The CatnolicChurch asks for no special favourat the hands of Government* nordoes she seek any monopoly in the matter of education. She'con-tends that religious training is an essential elementin true Christianculture,and that educationcannot be complete andcaanot attain itsend unless it be quickened by religion. It is our endeavour topromote the religious instruction of the young, because religionc..lightens the mind to Divine truth and moulds theheart to virtueand because religion,and religion al^ne, can make us devoted self
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sacrificing citizens and earne-t f.ithful Constians. We do not askthe htate to pay one penny that our Catholic children may beinstructed in idigious tiutn ; but we shall not cease to appeal to tbecommon senseof the community aud ,o p.ocla.m to the civilisedworld iha it is a hardship auIan injustice for Catholic schoolsand Catholic teachers tobe deprivedof what is their due, when theyhave taught the branches of secularknowledge that theState requires,and when those branches have been taught m accordance with thestandards which the State itself has laid down. We see every daythe children from our Catholic primary schools bearing away the

from the wilds of Sarmatia, from the steppes of Central Asia, count-lesß hordes rush in uponthe BotnaD Empire; cities are overturned,churches are destroyed, the clergy sire massacred. Everywhere ihethe couise of thebarbarian is marked by ruin anddesolation. But
is the Church overcome? Ob, no; the Church again triumphs.And even the infidel historian declares that oneof the brightest
pages of history is this triumph of the Church over thebarbarianhordes. The barbariansconqueredimperial Rome, but in their turnwere conquered by the religion of Kome. When Attila enteredItaly vowing the destruction of the imperial city, the venerablepontiff St.Leo, accompanied by a few deacons,went forth to meethim. Strange to say the haughty conqueror, who styled himselfthe scourge of God bowed down before the majesty of religion,and to the attendant officers he afterwards declared that while thePontift spoke, the Princes of the Apostles appeared to him in theheavens with drawn swords, menacing death unless he reverencedthe Pontiffs words. This scene depicts for us the Church's triumphover the barbarians. But the Church is notsatisfied withconqueringthem. She takes these rough warriors by the hand, and sanctifyingthem with thegrace of Divine Truth, she ennobles themand leadsthem inthe paths of heaven, and forms them into the great Christiannations of the modern world. Thus, again, the Church's victorywascomplete. But the confhct does not cease. New enemies enterthe field, and Satan endeavoursby the spirit of prideand passionandby thecorruption of the human heart to lessen the fruitfulnessif he cannotdestroy the sanctity of God's Holy Church. But, thanksto the mercy of God, it was in those ages when corruption wasdarkest and most rife throughout the world that innumerable saintsshed lustre around the sanctuary, andshowed forth in their lives theheroism of Christian sanctity. By their example they preachedprayerand penance, self-denialand sacrifice, and their virtues snoneas beacon lights markiug out the way that leads toParadise. Itwasprecisely inthat age that witnessed the birthof theReformationthat the Charch was adorned by such chosensouls as St. Teresa, StCatherine of Genoa, St. Cajetan, St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. FrancisXavier,St. Philip Nen, St.Charles Borromeo, St. Camillus, St.Johnof Uod, bt. Peter of Alcaotara, St.Francis de Sales, and St. Vincentde Paul. At noperiod perhaps was the Churchmore fiercely assailedthan in the 16th century, aud yet it would be difficult to findany other period that was sa prolific of great saints. la later times,statesmen wouldplot against the Church;they would forge goldenfetters to check the liberty of her beneficentaction and to make herthe handmaid or the slave of their political intrigues. But may shenot repeatwith the Psalmist, "Why have the nation 3 raged, and thepeople devised vainthings :thekings of the earsh stood up, and the
princes havemet together against theLord andagainst His ChristLet ubbreak their bonds asunder, and cast away their yoke from us.He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh at them: the Lord shallderide them.', Inthose ever-varying political schemes of the powersof this world are fulfilled the inspmd words, "

Tney shall perishbut thouremainest ;they shill eri>w oldas a garment ;asa vesturethou shall change them, and they shall be changed, but thou artalways the same, and thy years hhall not fail; the children of thyservants shall continue ;they shall be directed for ever andever."Butshall not time, at least, overcome the Church of God ? Timeconsumes anddestroysall the works ot man, but time cannotprevailagainbt the Church. Time has written no wrinkle* onher neavenly
brow. One by one the enemies that assailed the Churchhave passedaway:she hassurvived themall :she still remain*, not in the decayof strength or the decrepitude of old age. but in the fall vigor ofyouth, inthe full bloom of her heavenly comeliness. Everything elsechanges here below. Empires vanish, new nations are formed, newlanguagescome into existence, but the Church remains unchanged
In the schools of Alexandria, as on the banks of the Danube, theChurch rests not on human wisdom,but on thecross of Christ, for hersupport. In the courts of princes or the deserts of Syria the Church
is still the same;the same words of truth are on her"lips, and toallalike she proclaims the Divine maxim and whoever wishes to walk
inthe paths of Paradise, be be rich or poor, prince or peasant, hemust take up the cro>s,and following in the footstepsof our blessedLord, <bear perseveringly the sweet joke of God's holy law"

Who is there that will deny that the Catholic Church in thislair continent has hid itsperiods of winter and spring-time of trialsand sorrows? But the council which we have just celebrated is theauthentic proof that the Church has not been overcome. As late as100 tears agn the light of civilisation had not as yet arisen over thisSouthern land. The savage natives roamed unchecked over its vastplains, and the whole continent wassunk in the depths of barbarismand idolatry Ev*n wm-n tbe light of civilisation dawnedon theseshores tbe Catholic Church continued for a halt a century to bepersecuted and prescribed. When, about thu year 1787, two priestspetitioned to be permitted to sail for "Australia, that they
mlVfc b'in£ religious conoolatiou to their brethren in thefaith, their petition was ignominiouMy flung a^ide. But in afew years Providence itself provided, in an unforeseen way, thatthe blessings of religion might reach those suffering children ofthe Church. We have seen, in our day,some zealous and devotedpriests led forth and manacled and fettered from tbe prisons ofPoland, and sent into the recesses of Siberia, under thepretext thatthey were rebels against the Russian despotism that enslaved theirnative land:but in the merciful w,y8 of providence, they becametbe dispensers of thebiasings of heaven to their suffering"country-men,exilesm those dreary regions whither no priest couldpenetrateIbis was precisely the case of the first th:ee priests who, inthebeginning of the present century, were branded at borne as rebelsbut who were guided by a benign P.ovid..-ncc to hese southern shoresto minister to the wantsof the affl cted Caiholics of Australia. Aslate as the year 1817 the first priest who waspermitted by Govern-ment to come as|amissionary to these shores no sooner landed herethanhe wascast into prison, through the bigotry of theuncontrolledlocal authorities, andcompelled to quit the country in the first shipthat set sail. Itis but 60 yearssince, on the memorable feast of theExaltation of the Holy-Cross in 1835, thefirst Vicar Apostoliclandedat Port Lincoln. He found two priests ministering to the faithful
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