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from the wilds of Sarmutia, from the steppes of Central Asia, count-
less hordes rush in upon the Roman Empire; cities are overturned,
churches are destrayed, the clergy wre massacred, Everywhere ihe
the comrge of the barbarian iz marked by ruin and desolation, But,
is the Churech overcome! Oh, no; the Church again trinmphs,
And even the infidel historian declares that ope of the brightest
pages of history is this trimmph of the Church over the barbarian
hord«s. The barbarians conquered imperial Rome, bat in their turn
were conquered by the religion of Kome. When Attila entered
Italy, vowing the destruction of the imperial city, the venerable
ponuff 8t, Leo, accompanied by a few deacons, went forth to meet
him. Btrange to say, the haughty conqueror, who styled himself
the ecourge of God, bowed down before the majeaty of religion,
and to the atiendant officers he afterwards declared that while the
Pontifr epoke, the Princes of the Apostles appeared to him in the
heavens with drawn swords, menacisg death nnless he reveretced
the Pontiff's words, This scene depicta for us the Charch's triumph
over the barbarians, But the Church is not satisfied with conguering
them. She takes these rough warriors by the hand, and ganctifyiog
them with the grace of Divine Truth, she ennobles them and Jeads

» little seed that was sown in anpara'leled sorrows and

in Van Dieman's Land, and in the whole Australian continent
there were but three other priests, One of thess was the Rev. Joseph
Therry, who mary justly bestyled the pioneer of the faitn, and the true
apostle of the Cross in all these southern lands. Another of theae
tbree priests was the present venerable Blshop of Birmingnam, Dr,
Ullithorne, whom we all revers as a living liak of the present with
the past, and who will rejoice more thaa g0y other to-day that the
humiliations, and
over which he watched with such anxions cafe, has, through the
blessing of Heaven, grown with stately growth, and stretched forth
ite branches throughoot the length and breadth of this fair continent,
Blow was the growtia of the sacred tree, Holy Faith. Many perhaps
who are listening to my words, remember well the time when there
were fower priests tbronghout all Australia thag thera are at present
Bishops assembled within the sanctuary, Bome of these illustrious

. prelates are themselves the first bishops who bave Inid deep the

them in the paths of heaven, and forms them into the great Christian |

nations of the wodern world, Thus,
was cowplete. But the conflict does not cease. New enemies enter
the field, and Saun endeavours by the spirit of pride and passion
and by the corruption of the human Leart to lessea the fruitfuiness
if be cannot destroy the sanctity of God's Holy Chureh, But, thanks
to the mercy of God, it was in those ages when corraption was
darkest and most rife thronghout the world that innumerable saints
shed lustre aronnd the sanctuary, and showed forth in their lives the
bervism of Cbristisn sanctity, By their example they preached
prayer and penance, self-denial and ‘sacrifice, and their virtues snone
as beacon lights marking out the way that leads 10 Paradisn,
was precisely 1n that age that witnessed the bitth of the Reformation
that the Church was adorued by such chosen souls asg St, Teresa, St
Catherine of Genoa, St, Cajetan, Bt. Ignatius of Loyola, Bt, Francis
ZXavier, 8t, Philip Neri, 8t. Charles Burromeo, St, Camillus, Bt, Jobu
of Gud, 8t, Peter of Alcautara, 5t, Francig de Bales, and St. Vincent
de Paal. At no period perkaps was the Church more fiercely assailed
than in the 16th centary, and yet it would be difficult to find
any other period that wa+ 8> prolific of great saints, Io later times,
stateamen would plot against the C'hurch ; they would forge golden
fetters to check the liberty of her beneficent action and to make her
the bandmaid or the slave of their political intrigues. But may she
Dot repeat with the Psalmist, ** Why bave the nations raged, and the
people devised vain things : the kings of the ear:h sicod up, and the
princes bave et together against the Lord and sgainst His Chrat,
Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their yoke from us.
He that dwelleth 1n beaves shall langh at them: the Lord shall
deride them.’, Iln thuse ever-varying political schemes of the powers
of thir world are fulfilled the 1mspired words, * Tney shall perish,
but thou remainest ; they shiil erow cld as a garment ; as a vesture
thou shall change them, and they shill be changed, but thou art
nlways the same, and thy years shall not fail ; the ehildren of thy
servants shall continue ; they shall be directed for ever and ever.”
But shall not time, at least, overcome the Church of God Time
cousumes and destroys all the works ot man, bat time cannot prevail
againet the Chureh, Timec has wntten no wrinkles on her heavenly
brow. One by cne the encmies that assailed the Church have passed
away : she has survived them all : she still remaine. Dot in the decay
of atrength or the decrepitude of old age. but in the full vigor of
youth, in the full bloom of her heavenly comeliness. Everything else
changes bere below. HKwmpires vanish, new nations are formed, new
languages come into exiatence, but the Charch remains unchanged.,
In the schools of Alexandria, as on the banks of the Danube. the
Church rests not on human wisdom, but on the cross of Chuist, for ber
support, In the courts of princes or the deserts of Syria the Chareh
ia st1ll the eame ; the same words of truth are on ber lips, and to all
alike she proclaims the Divine maxim aud whoever wishes to walk
in the paths of Paradise, be he rich or peer, prince of peasant, be
must take up the cro-s, and following in the footsteps of our blessed
Lord, “ear parseveringly the sweet yoke of Gudl's boly law,
¥ Who 13 there that will deny that the Catholic Chureh 1o this
fair continent has hid 1ts periods of winter and spring-time of trials
and gorrows? But the conner} which we have just celebrated 1s the
authentic proof that the Church has not been overcome. As lare as
100 vears ago the Light of civilisation bad not as yet artsen over this
Southern land. The savage natives roamed unchecked over its vast
plaing. and the whale continent was sunk in the depths of barbarism
and idolatry, Even wnen the light of civilisation dawned on 1hese
sbores the Cathohie Church continued for a halt a century to be
pereecut=d and preseribed. When, about the vear 1787, two priesta
petitioned 1o be permitted to sa:l for  Australs, that they
might bring  religious consolation to their brethren in  thu
faith, their petiion was iguonmniously flung aside. But ic &
few yeurs Providence itself provided, in an unforeseen way, that
the blessings of religion might reach those suffering chidren of
the Chureh, Wa have seen, in our dav, some zealous and devoted
priests led forth and manacled and fettered from the prisoss of
Poland, and sent into the recesses of Bileria, under the pretext that
they were rebels against the Ruossian despotism that enslaved their
native land : bot in the merciful w.ipa of providence, they became
the dispensers of the blossings of heaven to their suffering country-
men, exiles in those dreary regions whither o priest could penetrate.
This was precisely the ense of the first thieo priests who, tn the
beginning of the present century, were braunded at bome as rebels,
but who were gmided by a benign Poovidenge to hese southern shores
to minister to the wants of tie afff cted Catholics of Au~tralia, As
late as the vear 1817 the firat priest who was permitted by Govern-
ment {0 come aa |a missionary to these shores no sconer landed here
than be was cast 1nto privon, throngh the bigotry of the uncontrolled
local anthorities, and compelled to quit the country in the first ship
that et sail, It ia but 50 years since, on the memorable feaat of the
Exaltation of the Holy-Crass in 1835, the first Vicar Apostolic landed
at Port Lincoln. He found two priests ministering to the faithfal
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¢ against religion, and it may be so

foundations, and nobly built up the ©
When the Yery Rev. Dr. Fiuzpatrick,
Melbourne, entered on his missionary duti=s there, he had to land
from a little beat at Bandridge. and to walk three miles before he
could meet with a buman habitation. There was then omly one
small wooden church in all that distriet. What a contrast this pre-
Benls to the grand cathedral that now adoras the great city of
Melbourse~a noble mnument of religioa, erected mainly by the
untiring esertions of the vensrable ecclesiastic to whom ] have
referred. About 40 years ago some religious men were appointed to
the spiritual charge of the Moretan Bay territory, woich included
the then village of Brisbane. DBat taey could find no means of sub-
sistence there, and were compelled to ait back along the coastin a
little boat to Sydney. Kven 25 years ago, the first biskop coming to
his see, though standing on the Epot now crowned by the magnificent
cathedrzl, conld ask, ** Where is the town of Brisbape.,” Itis but
20 years since the boundaries of the sees of Bathurst and Maitland
were marked out, and yet they already haveso grown as to yield to
few missi nary dioceses, as well in their organisation ag in the namber
of their schools and chuarchies, and varjous mstitutiona of charity and re-
ligion, When, 1§ years ago His Lordsbip of Dunedin took possession
of that newly-erected see, there was bardly anything toere, Its beauti-
ful convents, flourishing schools, numerous preshyteries, and churches,
and fine cathedral just completed, attest what progress has been made,
And oow the bishops of those sees who themssives have borne the
burden of the heat and toi! assemble in Plenary Couneil, as spiritual
watchmen on the towers of Israei, to guard the deposit of revealed
truth, to perfect the work of the divioe ministry, to strengthen the
bulwarks of the Faith, and to consolidate what has already been so
nobly doue.  Some, forsooth, will tell us that we are at war againet
civilisation, and are the enemies of soetety. No. Tiis the Bisbops
of the Church that truly foster and develope and bring to highest
perfection everythicg that may iead fo strengthen the bonds of
soclety aud te promote the happiness of indivuluals and families.
Were the world left to itself, it wou!d very soon relapse into
barbarism and paganism. but boly Chureh is ever on the alert to root
out the evils that menace socicty, and to repel thoss enemies *hat
would plunge us once more into the deptns of degradation and
misery. And, if you ask m>» what hag beeu the work of the Plenary
Councul, I will reply that it has been precigely to combat those evils
that threaten to undermins the so.inl fabric and to blight the hopea
of erviiisation at the present day. There is a spirit of infidelity and
indiff :rentism abroad which wreoks 1anuwerable souls  The work of
the council has beenr to binl the faithful cloger to our Lord Jesus
Chrst, that they may love Him with more intense love, and may
cherish ever more and more the truths which he has revealed,
* Falth is the substanc: of things to be hoped for, the avidence of
things that appear not’ (Heb. x1, 1) i 81d uothing is more necossary
at the prescut day, for individuals and for natious, than the Divine
strength which the true faith imparts, the elrength which comea
from God, the source of every blessing, of life, and peace, and truth,
The tendency of the present time 18 to lower the atandard of wmorality,
and to bring man down to the very lavel of the brute creation, Tae
counctl, by its eractments, endeavours to promote piety, te lift up
man 1o a bigher and holier Iifo, and. amid the corruption of a sinful
world, to guard 1n his soul the image and likeness of the Qreator,
Buch are the thuughtathat recar to the mind to-day, whilst unier
the Divine blessing we bring to a buppy close the first Plenary
Couucil of the bishops of the Ausiralawan provinces. Tae school is
the battlefield of every form of irreligion agamst the Chureh 12 our
day. Throughut almost al} the Audiralian Provinces the aystema of
educanon adopt :d oy the State are such as Catbolics cannot, as a
rule, eonselenlinusly avaii themselves of, 1t 19 sometimes 8aid,
indeed, that it was not the intention of the mea who origiaated the
predent primary echool system 1n New South Wales 1o Wage wil
It is not mine to judge of the
intentions of these meu. Their actions, however, and the reanlts
must spuak for themselves. It cannoi by questwned that the present
sysiem 1n its practical working leads to relicious \pdifference and
deadens the wfluence of Curistianity 1n the heart. The Catholic
Cuurch asks for no special favour at the hands of Governments, nor
does she seck any monopoly in the matter of education, She gon-
tends that religious training iz an essential element in true Christian
culture, and that e lucation ecannot be complete and caanot attain its
end unless it be quickened by religion, It iz our endeaviur to
promote the teligiuvus 1natraction of the young, because religion
eulightens the mnd to Divine truth and moulds ths beart to virtue,
snd becanse religion, and rehigion alune, can make ws devoted, self-
sacrificrng crtizens and earse-t fythful Canstians, We do not ask
the State to pay one penny that oar Catholic children may be
fostracted in relynions truth ; but we shall not cease to appeal to the
common sense of the commuuity aod 10 proclaim to the civilised
world that 1t i3 s hardship agl an injustice for Catholic schuols
and Catholie teachers 10 be deprived of woat is their due, wken they
have taught the branches of secuiar knowledge that the State requires,
and when those branches have been taught 10 aceordance with the
standards which the State itself has laid down, We see every day
the children from our Catholic primary schools bearing away the

burch in their respective sees.
the present Vicar-General of



