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religion there can be no efficacious teaching of manners at the
Denedin High Behool or eleewhere. We shall not inguire particularly
as to whether the religious influence would also be reqnired to reform
the taste in dress, aud to abolish the slouched hats, silver rings, brass
pius, and high-heeled boots that evidentiy outrage Mr. Richie's sense
of propriety or the # stably look " that these things sngzest to him.
For some eyes drab may be the only wear and we have no desirs to
quarrel with them. Bat if the horse be a useful animal, it may
reagonably be guestioned as to why an appearance of being engaged
about him shounld euggest disreputable associations, particelarly
if by means of the higher edncation all labonr is to become elevated,

and tbe calling of the groom to appesr as honcurable as that of the
professional man, Must the bighly educated groom indeed refrain

from looking **sably "! We should be disposed to leave youth st
liberky to adorn itself a5 it pleases, even though silver and brass
must needs take the place of gold and diamonds, On the whole ss
we have gaid, however, Mr,Richie's speech wan a fair one, and, with
the exception of a few exaggerations, above the average of those we
are sccustomed to hear on occasione of the kind,

FINAL SESEBION OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL.

e e -
(From the Bathurat Record.)

OX Buuday moming, Nov. 29, St. Mary's Catbedrsl was filled
with a vast congregation, assembled for the purpose of witnessing
the final sassion of the Plenary Council. The ceremonies observed
on the occnsion were similar to those of the opening session. At
half-past 10 o'clock a proerssion of the school childien, members of
the Holy Family Confraternity, Total Abstinence Bociety, Holy Catho.
lic Guild, and members ot the Society of Bt, Vincent de Paul marched
around the precincts of the Cathedral. and then entered the sacred
edifice, Cardinal Moran and the bishops, in their archiepiscopal and
episcapal rob -, entered in pr-cession from the main entrance, and
a8 they approached the altar the choir sang, ** Ecce Bacerdos
Magnus ” (behold the great priest.) The episcopal celebrant of the
High Mass—the Right Rev, Dr. Luck, Bishop of Auckland — entered
from the sacristy, attired in white vestments and cloth of gold mitre.
He was agsisted by Fatber ('Connor, deacon; Father Byrue, sub-
deacon ; Dr. Bheridan, assistant priest. Dr. Carroll and Dean
M‘Carthy were the demcons of the throme, and Fatber Vincnt
Dwyer, Dr. O’'Haran, and Dr. Murphy cer:monial directors, The
members of the council touk their places as usual, and there were
aleo present Revs, K. Butler, Farreily, and Le Reunetel, Gouanod’s
“ Messe Sollenelle ” was rendered by the choir,

At the conclusion of the Mass His Eminence Cardinal Moran
delivered the following Pastoral Addreas :—

“ This is the victory that conquereth the world, onr faith."—1
Jobu, v, 4:—7he life of the Church on earth is one of combat, of
suffering, of victory, Such waa the life of cur Rlessed Lord ; and it
wag meet that in this the Church which he had chosen as His spouse
wouid be privileged to be like unto Him. His divine mission was a
mission of mercy, of peace, of love; and vet he proclaimed to His
disciplea that be came to lay the axe tothe root, and to bring not
peace but the sword. His public ministry was a series of sorrows, of
humiliations and sufferings, But the agony and gloom of Calvary
were destined to be a prelade to the triumph of the resurrection
and the glory of the ascension.

The mission of the Church is a mission to truth to shed the light
of the teaching of our Blessed Lord upon the souls of men, Itisa
mission of love to impart the blessings of heaven 1o us; a mission of
mercy, to beal the wounde of sin, and to pour out the balm of con-
eclation upon the sorrowing heart. Bat to achieve this, she is ever
to be in the bat Je.field, ever in the combat with the spitits of dark-
ness, ever waging an endless war against error and vice, and the
corruption of a sinful world, In this unceasing warfare the Church
was to be no stranger to sorrows aud trials, to humifiation and afflic-
tion, Buch was the prophesy of our Baviour: *“ If the world bate
you you know that it hateth mebefore you,” *If you bad been of
the world, the world will love its own ; but becanse you are not of
the world, therefore the world hateth you.” I send yuu as sheep
in the midst «f wolves. Beware of men. They will deliver you up
in councils, and they will scourge vou in their synag: gues, and you
shall be brought befo'c governors and kings, and you shall be hated
by all men for My name'ssske.” ** The hour cometh when whosoever
killeth you shall think he doeth & service to God,” The ways of
beaven are not li<e to those on earth. It is not by conforming to the
ideas of men that it pleases God to attain his own wise ends, In the
sermon on the beastitudes, the paths are marked out which we must
purene in our heavenward course, and we are taught that the crown-
ing beatitude of the Christian life is suffering., * Blessed are they
who suffer persecution for justice’ eake, for theira is the kingdom of
heaven.” To the Apostles our Saviour said : % Blessed are yé when
they shall revile and persecute you and speak all that is evil against
you., , Be glad and rejoice,” May not the Bride of the Lamb
lay claim to this beatitude, this gladness, this rejoiciog? T e apostle
tella ns how vur Baviour's wurds had found an echo in his own heart :
1 guperabound with joy in your tribulation ” But if the Church
wan thus to be ever engaged in 1he deadiy strife; if the enemy was
ever to be in the battle-field against her,; if she was to endure homie
liation and suffering, yet was 1t ber desting ever to be victorious in
the combat. The words of our Blessed Lord are the charter of the
{hurch’s divine mission :  In the world you shal) have distress ; bt
bave confidence. I bave overcome the wirld. 1 am with you all
days, even unto the consummation of the world.” This divine pro-
mike 18 our puarantee that heaven and earth shall pass away sooner
than the efforts of wicked men shall destroy God's koly Chureh, 1o
prophecy the Church is deseribed as the citadel of Gud's law, around
whioh the powers of hell and the corrupt passions of mer shall ever surge
1A vain ; an impregnable citadel every cnewy who asssils it shall

Dt prosper, every arm raised against it sbal) perish, It is described
as the kingdom of God, filling the e uth with (he knowledge of the
Lord, like the covering waters of the sea. **The God of beaven
shall set up a kingdom that shall never be deatroyed ; and his Kingdom
shall not be dehivered up to agother people ; and i'aelf 8-all stand
turever,” * All people, trib 8 and iongues shal serve Him ; His
power is an everlasting power, that shall not be taken awhy, and His
Kingdom shall not be deatroyed.” The whole hist 1y of the Church
in the fulfilment of these prophecies, No soiner had the Church
comtenced her divine mission than the powers of this world ent: red
into the lists and unsheathed the sword of persecution against ber.
Batan would seem to bave gathered all bis forces to destroy her be-
fore she could perfect ber organization or mature her strength., For
three centuries the shepberd and the flock were alike devoted to
destruction ; the blood of the martyrs was poured out in t ITents.
The children of the Churchk were regarded ns the lowest and vilest
ot the human race, The rack,the dungeon, the gibbet awaited them,
They were thrown to the wild beasts, they wera massacred by thou-
sands to make a boliday for triumphant paganism. It waaa particalar
delight of the Emperor Nero to guide his chariot at night througk
$he gardens of the golden house, which were lit up with & thousand
torches, sach torch being a martyr of Christ. The Church, flying
from the face of man, sought a refuge in the bowels of the earth,
The Cataccmbs, the great city of martyrs, teachea us by its paintings
and inscriptions the piety of the faithful in those daye of combat
and of suffering, Yt records their Iove for the Holy Mother of God,
their veperation for the saints, their prayera for the departed
brethren ; but, above all, it proclaims the heroism of the martyrs of
Christ. With joy they went forth to lay down their life for the faith,
They saluted the implements of torture as their embroider+d stole of
victory, the chariot of their triumph. The venerable bishop and
martyr of Antioch, 8t. Ignatius, embodied 1he sentiment of them all
in the words, “ The nearer I am to the gword, the nearer
I am to Christ.' And the youthful Perpetua could write s
" Condemned to the wild beasts, with hearts rejoiciog
we returned to prigon,'” Not one of the countless inscriptions of the
Catacc mbs breathes sentiments of diffidence or despair. Tley are all
dictated in a spirit of covfidence sni joy, like that inscribed on the
tomb of the martyrs Marivs and Marcellinus, “ They received the
hooours of a triumph,” Viewed in the light of this world, the
contest wag a most unequal one, On the ore side was Imperial
Rome, the proudestof the powers of this world, colosral inite str ngth,
perfect in its organisation, and arrayed in &ll the plevitede
of material resources ; on the other side was the Church of God,
weakness frgelf, Yet, is the Church overcome? Oh, no. The
Clurch triomphe. In the words of St. Cyprian, * The bruised and
lac:rated members triumph over the implements of torture by which
they are bruised and lacerated.,” The more the blood of the
martyrs was poured out, the more the children of the Chburch were
muftiplied, and the great Pontiff 8t. Leo can only compare it to the
#eed which in spring-lime is cast into the ground, and thenina
golden harvest brings forth a return a hundred fold. After three
centuries of puffering, the Church comes forth victorious from the
Catacombs, The emperors of Rome bowed down before the majesty
of rehgion, The standard of Holy Church is unfurled on the
Capitol'; and the cross of Chr'st set in the Imperial diadem. Thus
the life of the Chnrch was one of combat, of suffering, of victory,
No goner was paganism overtbrown than Satan stirred up another
enemy to pursue the ¢ burch with undenyiog batred. That enemy
is b resy, Paganism had as<ailed the Chure hof God from withont ;
h:re.y now assaulle the citadel of truth from within. PRut as the
veroam of the marvrs marked the victory of the faith over paganism,
80 the writings of the doctors and confessors of Holy Church are the
rec nd of her trinmph over all the assaults of heresy. 1he Aposila
of Nations teaches us that * it is pecessary that heresies may be.”
And why isitso? Becansge as the result of the assanlts of heresy
the gold of divine truth is purified from all earthly dross, and shines
forth with renewed lustre : and beecanse, the mists of error being
scattered, the fair features ot Holy Church are tevealed in the full
comeliness of their heavenly perfection. In the fonrth century, hereay
armed itself with e pacred Beriptures ; it wade use of calumny and
tnlsebood. It at times transformed itself into an angel of light. It
travestied the teachirg of the Chureh, and maligned ber discipline.
The heretics fonpd favour in the couits of princes; the powcer of the
world was wielded to sustain error in the combat agaiust truth,

and multitudes followed the standard of revolt against tne Charch of
Christ. ln the couneil which assembled at Nice in the yoar 325 one
venerable prelate was led by the hand, for bis e\ ea had been plucked
out by the enemies of the Church ; anotber’s limba bad been cut off ;
and many of them eould show the wounds and the marks of the
chains which they had borpe for the faith, Neverthejess, the causa
of truth triumpbed. The assembled fathers confronted the errors
of Arius with the deposit of divine troth, and acathematised his
beresy. In tbe same manner Nestoriarism was cast out from the
Ubarch at Ephesus, and Protestantism at Trent. The Church of
God can bave no compromise with error. It seemed to the world
a mere irifle to wear a garland of flowers at the public games or to
throw a little incense npon the sltar before the statue of the
Emperor, Tbe heretics, too, did not ask anything very great,
Ariue would bave been coptent if one ambiguous word were
ivtroduced into the creed. Photins asked only that the title of
" (Ecumenical Patriareh ™ would be granted bim, Luiher would
have cessed to rage azainst the { horch if silence were imposed on &
rival preacher of indulgpences. Henry VIII. wonid have continued
to style bimeelt a devoted son of the Church were he permitted to
set aside his lawful wife, B t the Church cannot cease to prociaim
in nnerring secents the teaching of her Divire Founder, and sooner
than compromi.e the smallest tittle of the depomt of trath, or
telerate the violation of God's law, she suffers narions 10 be separated
from her, and the brighte-t jewels that sdorn her earthly crown to
be toro frum her brow. The sword of persecutiun has becn sheathed,
and beresy bsas been vanquished, but new ensmies awalt the church
of God. The barbarians poured down as sn avalanche on the
fairest previncey of Earepe, From the depths of the Garman forest



