
Te Kooti, with 80 mounted followers, passed Taupo late onThursday afternoonenroute for Wairoa, on theEast Coast.Two moredeathshaveoccurredonboardtheDorunda,atBrisbanethe victimsbeing a womanand infant. By latest accountsno freshoaaes havemade their appearance.
Mr. Gladstone announces that tbe remarks in the Standard,

attributingto him willingness tore-establishanIrishParliamentareiraccurate.
The PallMall Gazettepublishesan article whichstatesthat thescheme proposedby Mr. Gladstone for the settlement of toe Irishdifficulty includes an Irish Parliament, to sit at Dublin, and havecontrol of all Irish affairs, the <rown retaining its right to votewhich, however, wi.uldonly be exercisedupon the adviceof the IrishMinistry of the day.
In thepowers proposedto be granted for local government inIreland, Mr. Glad-tone includes Irish control of the police, Irish

members to continue to sit in the British Parliamentfor Imperialpurposes. Mr. Parnell Uto furnish guarantees for the protection ofthe loyalminority in Ireland and for tbe protectionof the landlordsinterest. Ihis revelation renders tbe action of the Marquis ofSalisbury uncertain.
Itis reported that a French protectorate has been establishedover the island of Angaziya, or Great Comoro, lying in the Mozam-bique Channel,between Africa and Madagascar.
The Turkish Commissionhave arrived at Nisch, and PrinceAlexanderassented to its proposals, with certain reservations. TheStandard asserts that the Sultan has appointed Prince AlexanderGo\ ■> "norof RoumelUfor life,thePowersagreeing to the appointment.
Advices from Burmah state that the Dacoits are vc_y numerous

in the vicinity of Mandalay, andareharassing tb« British troops.
Colonel Stanley aud the severalAgents-general are arranging toproclaim the British sovereignty of New Guinea, which will be done

if the Coloniesateliberal in subscribing funds for thepurpose. Itis
consideredprobablethatMr. John Douglas will be appointedHigh
Commissioner.

Monday.
Mr. Gladstoneannounces that the articlepublishedin the PallMall Gazette is without foundation, denies the existence of any such

sche.ne as ihat attributed tohim by the writer of the article, aud
disavows any intention of acting in the manner indicated therein.Mr. Gladstone takei tbe opportunity of stating that the announce-
ment in the newspapers at present relative to the line of policy he
is determined to sdoptaremeie conjectures,as he has not yet made
known his intention to anyone. The Times states that he has
submitted to her Majesty the Queena plan fur tbe le-establishment
of an Irish Parliament, and further announces th-tt her Majesty has
referred the scheme to her Ministers for approval. The Times says
that the conscience of tbe country is deeply sho 7;ed at Mr. Glad-
B.one's conversion, which might lead toa disruptionof theEmpire.
The article urges the moderate Tories toreject tbe proposals.

William Sheehan, whowas arrested at Auckland charged with
themurder of his mother, sister, and brotherat Castletown-Roche,
lias been convicted of the crime andsentenced todeath.

The work of delimiting the Russo-Afghan frontier has beenbrought to a standstill inconsequence of the extremely divergent
views of the representatives of England and Russa regarding theinclusion of Meruchak in the territoryof the latter country.

Moukhtar Pasba, who was appointed Turkish commissioner to
Egypt with Sic Hen.y Drummond Wolff, has not yet left
Constantinople,recent hostile encounters between Soudanese Arabs
and British troops having rende ed the Anglo-Turkish convention
a dead letter for thepresent.

Tuesday.
Sir JuliusTogel is suffering fiojo a severechill, but with five orsix days'quiet restDr.Grace, his medical attendant, expectshe will

be able to resumehis official duties.
A prospecting party is about to start for the King country,

backedup by Auckland speculators.
Another death from chole-a has occurred among the Dorunda'spassenge-s,atBrisbane,andLeveral other seriouscasesexist.
A letter appeared in tbe Times yesterday morning from the

Marquis of Hartmgtonstating thathe is absolutely without informa-
tion in regard to tbe scheme for Irish reform by Mr.Gladstone. Lord
Hartingtonadds that his views on the Irish question are unchanged.

Tbe commission appointedby the Sultan for the purpose of de-
fining the Bulgarian-Servian frontier has arrived at the boandary of
the twocountries,and will comTerce its labours forthwith.

Wednesday.
The Bishop of Wellington, accompanied by the Rev. Father

Sauzeau.left overland for Wangauui yesterdaymorning, en route foiJerusalem,whither thebishopgoes to celebrate tbe opening of anew
mission church on Christmas D y.

A dispute has arisen rstween the members of tbe Anglo-Russian
AfghanFrontier Commission relative to the control of certain pas-
turages ontheproposed frontier.

Ithas now transpired that tbe manifesto onthe Irish question
purporting to haveemanated from Mr. Gladstone was a "pilot bal.
loom" set afloat by Mr. Herbert Gladstone to learn how bis father

The annual distribution of prizes took place on Tuesday at the
Dominican Convent High Scbool,hisLordship theBishop presiding,
and inpresence of a largenumber of the lady friends and relatives
of thepupils,and of the Rev. Fathers Walsh and Lynch, the Hon.
P.Buckley, Dr. Feigusson, and Mr.Thos. Bracken. The programme,
which wasrendered withevenmore finish thanin preceding years

—
high as the excellence of each perfoimance had been— was as
follows:

— "
Hail Zealandia

"
(Leech), sung as a chorus in three

parts, and very prettily and comctly given; an arrangement of
Kossini's

"
IIBarbipre"

as a duet, performed on two pianoswith
great taste and skill by the Mipses B.and D. Howell and F. and G.
Allen; "Si la St-inchezza

"
(Verdi),a duet, verysweetlyand effec-

tively sung by the Misses B.andD. Howell ; "The Battle of Blen-
heim," a juvenilerecitation by the Misses G. Howell, A. Ancell and
G. Hardi' g. veryintelligently repeated;"Till the Breaking of the
Day

"
(Pinsuti), charmingly su^g by Miss D. Howell; the overture

to Mozart's "IIKlauto Magico,"splendidly played as a duet on two
pianosby the Misses Haauing, Molone.v,B.Howell,andM.Harding ;"

The Minstrel Boy," sung as a chorus in2 parts with correctness
and expression;"Theme de Cara*a

"
(Hunten), brilliantly played as

aduet on twopianos by the Misses Martin and Morrison; a French
recitation fromRacine's "Esther," fluently given by Mies Harming;
"The Storm" (Blockley), sung with expression and sweetness by
Miss Murphy;"Home Sweet Home

"
(Tbalberg), a pianoforte solo

very finelyplayed by Miss Harming;the "ChordofLove" (Bebrend),
sung withexquisite finish by Miss B. Howell, with pianoforte and
violin accompaniment, Miss M. Howell playing the violin;"

TheLast Rose of Summer (Thalberg), performed as apianoforte poloby
Miss Williamson, whose performance was as brillant in execution
as it was perfect in feeling; a German recitation from Schiller's"

Maria Stuirt,'" intelligently giv'n by the Misses Murphy and B.
Howell ;anarrangement of Dleyerbeei's"Les Huguenots," magnifi-
cently played as a duet on two pianos by the Misses Molnney and
Harming; vocal trio, " 2Eo\i&n Lyre

"
(Danby), deligh fully sung

by the Misses B. and D,Howelland Murphy;French recitation from
Racine's " Athalie," given withspiritby Mis-.B. Howell; "Norwegian"Bridal Processional March

"
(Giieg), most stirringly played by

Mis9Moloney;Sir J. Stevenson's arrangement of
"

Silent O Moyle"
expressively sung by Miss B. Howell;overture to Weber's

"
Der

Freyscbutz
"

finely played as a duet on two pianos by the Misses
Harming, Williamson, Hungerford, and Moloney;

"Hail, Merry
Christmas

"
(Young),sung asa chorus in threepartsandlike all the

rest, admirably given. We have said the entertainment surpassed
those given on prev'ousyears,

—
and nothing couldmore plainly show

the manner in which the school baa continued to progress. Its
traditionsare now.however,completely established and wecan hardly
look for any further advancement.

—
Butif itsustains its presenttone,

as wehaveno doubtbutthat itwill,notbiogmorecan possibly be re-
quired When the prizeshad been distributed and the musical pro-
gramme with the exceptionof the concluding chorus exhausted,his
Lordship theBishop,as reportedby theDaily Times, spoke as follows:
Hesaid thevisitors hadbeenasked toattendjtowitness the distribution
of prizes, but that was not the chief entertainment provided. There
wasprincipally themagnificent exhibition of music, both vocal and
instruuental, andbehind this lay a great deal of work oa the part
both of teachers and pupils. Evidence had been given them of
industry and talent which werehighly creditable to them, and he
wassure must have been most gratifying to those present. If theie
were nothing else to admire than this it would havebeen very well,
buthe was happy tosay they hadonly seen that day specimea3 of
theefficiency whichhad beenattainedby thepupils inalldepartments
ofthe school. He waspresent himself at someof theexaminations,and
waspleasedat whathe saw andbeard. So that those present would
wouldnotgo awayunder the impression thatthe pupilswereproficient
only inaccomplishments. He was gratified to be able to say that
tt ey badmade considerable progress in more homely and necessary
things

—
English lessons,arithmetic, etc.

—
which would be useful to

themin after life. Th y were not tosuppose frono tbiatbatbe thought
music andsinging lessonß unnecessary.They werenot sonecessary,bat
still werenecessary. He hadnot seenthe exhibitionof fancy work yet,
buthe hadseen thoseofformer yeais,andunderstood thatas thepupils
had improvedin all their lessons, so also had they in this department.
Altogetter, therefore, he was very much pleased, and thought he
might takeiton himself to say that all the ladies andgentlemenpre-
sent werealsomuch pleased,and obliged to the pupils. After these
remarks they would be dismissed for aholiday, which hehoped they
would enjoy thoroughly, because ithad been sowellearned,acd they
could therefore take it withan easy conscience. He trusted tbey
wouldat the came time enjoythe vocation innocently,and not allow
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News of the Week. wouldbe likely toact ifLord Salisbury refused to accede to theIrishdemands. The disclaimer published by Mr. W. B. Gladstone does
not deny the intentionsascribed to him in themanifesto. The letter
which wa9 publishedin the Times on the subject by the MarqaiaofHartington waswritten by him after travelling toLondon to6eeMr.Goscben. Both the Marquisof Hartington and Mr. Goschen are
evidentlyopposed to the formation of an Irish Parliament. Theagi-
tationcaused by themanifestois nowsubsiding.

The commission on the Bulgarian.Servian frontier question has
arranged for the evacuation of territory. It has decided that the
Servian forcesat present in Bulgaria shall evacuate the positionsonFridaynext, and that the Bulgarians whohaveadvanced into Servia
shall retire within the Bulgarian frontier onSunday. A prolongation
of the armisticeuntil the Ist Vlarch has also been arranged.

Thursday.
CardinalMoran will leave Sydney for New Zealand after theChristmas holidays.
TheParnelitesareurgingthrough thePress aconference of land-

lordswitha viewof effectingacompromise withtheirtenantsregard-
ing thepayment of rents.

DOMINICAN CONVENT HIGH SCHOOLS.

Frjday.
Another death from cholera has occurred on board the Dorunda,
and several fresh cases have broken out, three of which are of adangerous char

'Jhe Standard, in an article of the political outlook to-day,
affirms that Mr. Gladstone is prepared to restore the Irish Parlia-ment,at the same time preserving union withGreatBritain.The rebels continue to form m the vicinity of Knoshy, and intheskirmishes withthem severalofficers have beenkilled.

Saturday.
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