
Vol.XIII.— No. 35.

Current To pics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

child who wasshelteredthere, than thehistory of theChurch mustbe
to those that rightly study aud consider it of the presence of God
sustaining and directing her. Itis close upon two thousand years
since the BabeofBethlehem wasborn

—
but through all those yean

he hasbeen presentwith his Church. Hlipresence is her life and
joy. Heroes have been born, anddone their great deeds and died,
leaving a beloved aad venerated memory behind them— to grow
fainter as the years passedby,and generations arose to whom they
werenot known. But Christ wasborn anddied, and ascended into
Heaven, leaving not onlyhis memorywith asbat his presence inhis
Charch. He alone

—
who livedin the body among us two thousand

years ago— is lovedby men to-day as if their own eyes had looked
upon him, and their own ears hadheard himspeak, and thathas been
pronounced by some as a conclusive proof of his diviatty. The
Cbnrch rej jices, thea, to-day ascelebrating the birthday of her ever
pr sent Lord and Master. He whose presence has never failed her
fjr a minute. Who led her oat from the catacombs and placed her
above theImperial throne; Who lifted her up from before the feet
of the enraged barbarians,andgave them toher as her pupils and
children : Who made her the instructress and guide of civilised
nations ; Who deliveredher from pretendedfriendsand treacherous
adherents, and Who will deliver her from the enemies that surround
and threaten her to-day? The Church rejoices, and the people
rejoice to whom shehas made knownher living God as one wholives
indeed,and is near at hand, andnot far off andstrange. But as to
themerry-making of tho world, thathas also its right place anduses
if itbe carried out within due limits— and to all our readers we wish
aChristmas thus merrily spent.

This is Christmasday ;the anniversary of Christ's
birth is kept,the Church rejoices and the world
is engaged in merry making. It is a very long

time now since the Babe was born at Bethlehem; a multitude
of changes have occurredsince then,and,although the years are so
many, the condition of things that now obtains seems even more,
todivide us from thatpast than the greatinterval of time that ließ
between. Who can go back two thousand years and imagine him-
self an inhabitant of the world which then existed? The great
Romanempire is for us a name. The deeds of its heroes,the wisdom
of its law givera and philosophers, the grandeur and beauty of its
oratorß and poets,are for the most part, as it has been remarked, the
particular property of the school-boy or the student, and to all
intents and purposes mankind in general has forgotten all about
them. The destroyers who poured in upon the Roman Empire and
brokeitdown andobliterated the remnants of its magnificence,have
alsopassed away. The scanty records of theirbarbarity alone exist,
and they also have become the almost exclusive possessionof the
school-room or the college hall. Nations havearisea and become
extinct;languages havebeen formed and flourished anddied out

—
peopleshave grown and reached their full stature and declined, and
the oldestraces we have with us can hardly trace their roots to
those forgotten ages.

—
There is one race only that has come down

to oar times in aD unbroken succession— whose fortunes varied with
the ages,indeed, but who remained ever the same, repeating:, obey-
ing,and cherishing the same traditions, speiking the same language,
bound together by the same ties— the race whose nationality is
expressedby the word Catholic

—
the people of the Church of Christ.

God,said our Blessed Lord,could raiß3 up of these stones children
to Abraham. He raised up children to the Catholic Church of
elements which, as it might seem, were harder to awaken to the
spirituallife than were the stones to be raised to the temporal. The
history of the Courch is unique,no where else on earth is anything
tobe met with which even resembles it, and if th^ supernatural be
separated from it. it becomes altogether incomprehensible. Who
could conceive that the outcast born in a cattle-shed, and never
attaining to any worldly distinction, condemned instead to a
poverty-stricken, contemptible life, and a felon's end,should be the
founder of an institution surviving everything, and conquering
everythine, The Jews put Christ to deathandpersecute his followers
Jerusalempolishes,but the Church survives. The Romans take up
the task of the persecutor,but Rome falls and the Church remains.
And how does she fare among those who destroyed Rome ? By her
organisation she saves religion that otherwise must have been
blottedout by them from the face of the earth. She awes the wild
barbarians,and conquers and restrains them. While the history of
Europeisbarbarous, everywhere her influence is seen throughout thebarbarism, controling, moderating, civilising. She unites the
races and gives them a common interest ; she brings justice
back into regular andrational forms;she alleviates the lot of theslave, and mitigates warfare. Under her protectioa the arts and
sciences spring once more into existence,and progress, and reach
perfection, and learning is encouraged and fostered. Through all
those rude ages her influence is manifest as more than human
warring with the violent passions of the almost savage man— andthough strongly withstood by him, alwayspursuing the route of the
victor. Marks areagain constantly evident thather treasure is heldin earthen vesselp. There are in her own bosom worldly ambitions
and unworthy motives. False prelates are seen, unfaithful clergy
the priesthoodof a whole nation,it may be, is corrupt, and religious
orders are at variance. Over and over again such si state of things
prevails asmust burst asunder any other institution and bring total
deaiructioo upon it. One thing only eaves the Chuich, and gives btr
the triumph overevery enemy,over thepassionsof men,over offended
andhostilekings and emperors — over all tbat is without andall that is
within— the hand that has founded protects, and Christ still livesand
moves within her. The star that led the wise menup to the stable at
Bethlehem"wasnot to thema. raoie certain sign of the divinity of the

The opponents of the Irish causeknew very well
what they were about when they so daringly
attempted to prevent the appointment to the See
of Dublin of Dr. "Walsh, They were very well

awarethat insuch an Archbishop the national ranks would obtaina
reinforcementmaking them invincible and advancing the hour of
tkuir triumph. Dr, Walsh has at least done due honour to their
sagacity or information,and from the first hour when he set foot on
IrishBoil|aß Archbishop of Dublinhe has not hesitated todeclare him
self, andin every way possiole tohim,and those ways are various
to support the patriotic cause. He had hardly landed when he
authoritatively proclaimed to the long-suffering Catholic people,
betweenwbom and theVicar of Christ ithad been sought to raise a
veil of misunderstanding and discontent, that thePope was in full
sympathy with tbeir aspiratious,and that in itself wasno light en-
couragement,and iacrease of moral strength to them. He has com-
missioned his priests to sustain and guide their peoplein thepatriotic
Btruggle, and we are convinced that itis owing tohim that the com-
plete victory was won at any rate inDublin,during the late elections.
Any division thereamong the Oaiholic populationmust haveresulted
indefeating the national candidates, and hadit not been for the
Archbishop such adivision there woul1 certaiuly have been. He has
taken every opportunity of coming forward in defence or support of
the cause,and the latest occasion on which he has done so is the
most remarkable. His association of himself and his clergy
with Mr Parneli and hiß colleagues is veryBtriking, and shows most
convincingly the completeconfidencereposed by the Archbishop in
the leader of the nationalmovement. The occasion was that of the
blessing of new schools erected at Swords, when the Archbishop took
an opportunity of replying to some extreme accusations brought
against Mr Parnell,9peakiugat theWicklow convention,by the Earlof
Meath.the accusationsbeingthathehaddeclaredhimselfdeterminedto
secure thenationalisation of the lavd

—
to prevent the accumulation of

propertyin thehands ofany persons,
—

andon the establishmentof an
IrishParliament toproclaimIrelandanindependentnation.The Arch-
bishop pronounced every oneof these charges false, Mr. Parneli had
not said a word, be maintained, that couldbe interpretedas in favour
of thenationalisation of the land,andas tothepreventionof property '■
accumulating in tbe hands of any persons

—
that,said his Grace, was

no less th.tn an accusiiioa of wholesale robbery, for whichan action
at law might be taki-n.

—
There was a sense, indeed, in which Mr.

Pamell claimed the independenceof Ireland,but it was that sense,
said the Archbishop, in which the same hadbeen claimed by O'Con-
nell, who was neither Communist nor Revolutionist.

—
It was tbe

legislative independenceonly that wasclaimed.
—

His Graceweston
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