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AUCKLAND,

- .-

(From our own Correapondent.)

December 3, 1885,
THE last scene in the Iate Orange attempt to excite disunion and
create religions rancour had not yet been enacted, the dulest tones
of the * mannish [ittle woman’ who bas piping for the especial amuse-
ment of the Orange rabble for the last two months bad Bot yet died
sway when the renownea Irish dramatiat and sctor arrived, and with
him the destruction of the fond hopes raised in the bellicose breasts of
the Masters and parsons of the Orange and purple, by the elogmence
of their Grand Mistre.s Biddy O'Gorman Auffray. For several weeka
ia Auckland and the towoshipa in its neighbourhood, under tbe
patrenage of Presbyterisn and Methadist parsons, she had been
pouring out all the filth in her capasious vocabulary on popes, bishops,
priests, and nuns in general, and oo Yrish ¢ papists " in particular,
and moved all the powers of earth and hell for that purpose. But her
thundering has vanished into thin air, and the ouly mementoes left to
record her visit are the empty purses of her credulons deluded
patrons,

Mr. Boucicanit was met at the steamer by the mayor, conncillors,
and principsi citizens, and waa drivea to the Star Hotel, four grey
doraes being attached to the carrage. All parties united to compli-
ment him for bis patriotism and talents, and he responded
in his usual patrictic, bapoy etyle, Before his arrival it had
been  arran, by the Irish National League of Anckland
to present him with an address and Mr, J, J, Crofts was deputed by
that body Lo wait on him and ascertain when he would receive it and
the time was fized for Monday last at noon at the Btar Hotel
Although the idea of an address first emansted from some members
" League,” sol the iotention was to confine it to members of that
body, on matorer consideration it was determined by the promoters
to invite all clasees and creeds of lrishmen to join in it, and the
affair turned out the most thorooghly representiative Irish gathering
that ever took place in Auckland, Bir G, M, O'Rorke, who took a
most active interest in the getting up of the address was to have
read it, but was unavoidably absent. The foliowing are the names
of some of the gentlsmen present at the presentation :—Mr. Thomas
Thom , M.H.R., Judge O'Brien, Messrs. D. A, Tole, J. M, Bhers,
J. M, ﬁ;hlm, P. Glecaon, IN.L., P, Darby, M. Gallagher, W. H,
Tenton, T. Baylar, Thoraas Mabony, D. G. McDonell, T, McCabe, J.
Quigley, M, Bheeban, sen., M, Sheehan,jun., T, Flynn, Walker, D,
Lynch, W. Jones, LN L., F. Fisherty, V.P.INL, W. Eyre,
Oouartoey, E, F. Miller, Louis O'Coonor, hon. sec. LN.L, G, A, Reid,
Walnutt, J, Jenaiogs, V.P.LN.L, and J, J. Crofts, LN.L,, honorary
secretary.

Mr. Thomas Thompson, M.H.R., for City North, having in the
absence of Bir G. M, O'Rorke been invited to make the presentstion
sid :~—Mr. Boucicault you are doubtless aware that is the wish of
you fellow.countrymen iz Auckland to preseat you with an addresa as
s memento of your wisit amongst them., They desire to express their
beartfolt pieasure at baving bad you in the midst, and it is matter of
regret to me that Bir Maorice O'Rorke, who promised to present the
address should no doubt from uvnforeseen circumstaoces—be preven-
from doing sc. In common with my fellow countrymen of this city,
I feel it to be a plearure, and a gratification % have yon amonget us,
I regret that there has been occasion to call upon me so unexpectedly ;
but at any rate, if I cannot express myselt so eloquently as Sir
Maurice O'Rorke would have done, be could not bave spoken more
beartily (applsuse) Withont any further remark I will read the
Mddress that has been prepared for presentation to you, Itis as
follows .—

“To DION BoUCICAULT, Esq.
* Farewell address from the Irishmen of Awuckland to Ireland's
renowned Dramatist and Actor.

# We, your fellow countrymen of every creed, every grade, and
every shade of opinion, residents of Auckland, desire to congratulate
you on the success you have achieved in enacting yoor own plays
throughout Australia and New Zealand.

. *'It ia asonrce of pride to us that one who has won such a dis-
tinguished place on the roll of illuatrious Irishmen has paid u visit
to these remote culuuies, and that, both oo the stage and on the
platform, you have nobly upheld the character of Irishmen,

‘' The frankness and manliness with which yon have avowed the
opinions you bold respecting our native land have wom even the
esteem of our fellow-coloniats who do not hail from the Emerald
Iale, and the love of country whick on all occasions flows from your
lipe is apprecisted by them as an emblem of your patriotic heart,
Of this love of country we claim no monopoly, but we venerate the
same feeling when it warms the breasts of our Knglish and 8cotch
fellow-colonists,

“To our countrymen at Home, may wa ask you to take thia
message from us : That we watch over their destiniea with unflagging
wlicitude, that we long to hear of better days dawning npon them,
that we attribute our contentment snd prosperity here to the
Fight of self-government which New Zealand enjoys; so different
from the lot of our native land, which was robbed of ita self-
governing powers by corruptien and fraud, and whose fall has been
sanctified by the immortal language of its Curran and its Plunket,
by the life-long labours of its O'Connell, and by the glory of Grattan,
ln_d genivg of Moore, Tell them, too, that we still have an abiding
faith that, as Ireland has murvived the terrible penal laws, the
cruel land laws, the famine, expatriation and wasting of its people,
and even the direst result of bad government, so a mercifol Provi.
dence will yet interpose and ransom the remnant of our people that
still cling to onr native soil from the miseries that for seven centuries
have affiicted our beloved country,

“In bidding sdieu to you and Mrs. Boucicault, we wisk you
both stiil higher honours and & long and happy life, and that repose
in your old age which an industrious life and an ardnous profession
80 richly deserve.’" (Here follow the signatares of all the gentlemen
watsed above)

The address was , ilnminated and framed by Mr. J.
Blater, architect, Queen street, and is an excellent work of st

Mr. Boucicaalt, in reply, spoke as follows :—Gentlemen, I thaak
you very sincerely for the bonour you bave shown in seloctiog me
as your messenger of peacs and goodwill to cor conotry, Before I
accept that commission, [ desire that you shonld know a little further
what kind of man you bave smployed aod what is the natore of his
sincere convictions, for I would not have you, nuder any cirecumatances,
give me that commission under false conditiona, T will ralk to yom,
not as one who utters an oratorical speech, for of that I am incapable,
Iam not an orator of & public speaker, but zimply an honest man
and & sipcere Irish citizen. There are certain features connected
with this address which you will allow me tu particuisrise, for they
are charming to me. My follow-countrymen of every creed, every

rade, and every shade of opinion, both political and religious, are
Eere represented and united. United |—that is the great test—thas
is the important term, It has been the lack of this unjon that bas
been the source of all Ireland's troubles. Bbe was never ecoguered
srcept by herscif, She was never subjected except by berself. Bhe
was never abjected except to herseif. 8be waa conquered by ber owa
strife, subjected chiefly by her want of coberence, and rendered abjesd
continuously by hetr own suicidal troubles, You see I can speak of her
fanlts as well as represent her virtues, But when 1 do speak of hor
fanlis, | say that sheis the victim of them chiefly, and that she never
wonld have been that victim had she been under uo one else's feet.
Now, there were 8,000,000 of population in Ireland when I waa borm
—that was in 1822, When [ came to full manhood's estate there were
only five millions, What became of the other two or threc millions !
They came hers to iearn freedomn, and they went to the United States
to learn to be united. That great population and their ebildren are
existing there and here now in a noble condition of independence—
having gained the respect of the world by their conduct, by their
loyalty, by their peace, by their energies, and by their talents. They
have shown England what she bas lost (agplluae). Now, about six years
agol was invited by an Irish party in the Honse of Commons to mee
them, and the object that they had was to discover—as I bad been &
long time resident in the United Btates—what measnre of support the

arty mighl expect in case of a general election from the Lrish in the

nited States, At that time the Irish members were abeut thirty-
eight to forty-one strong. If by any possibility they gow forty more
seats they were confident of being able to sway and control the House
of Commona. [ told them that the Insh in the United States, like
the Irish everywhere else, all over the world, except in Ireland, by
their energies and by their good conduct, had earned wealth sad
position, and were honoured in the several countries and colouies
which they iohabited. I told them that they looked back npon and
had & certain distrust of the coherence of Irish parties, and that it
they could feel sure that the Irish party in the House of Commens
would show an unbroken front and be true to itseif, there wan not
the alightest doubt that they could draw for any smouat to be
supplied, but not under any other conditions. The memmbers constitn-
ting that party bave been trae to themselves and the comsequence is
that they have received that support aud drawn for it both from
these colonies and from the United Biates, and now, in the presemt
elections, 1 think they will get their eighty seats. (Hewr, bear, and
loud applanse,) Now let them use their power in 6 dignified manner
—in such & manner, gentlemen, that you will be proud of them.
The other parties will undoubtedly be very pearly evenly balanced.
What minister will accept office under msuch conditions?  What
minister can possisly carry out public affairsif the serried ranks of
eighty Irish members, aworn to be faithful and troe, were determined
that there should be only one issue to be fought, and that
that one ismsue must be given! They will send Ireland to
mind bher own business at home, They will get all that w
possible for Ireiand, vie, all that is prudent and proper for her to
bave. (Applause.) Now, we have a great deal to talk sbomt
the dismemberment of the British Empire. Well, gentlemen ita oniy a
bogie. Let usknock the stafing out of that scarecrow, (laoghter and
applause). What was the matter with England before the year 18001
Waa she dismembered or disorganised? 8o far as my memory serves
me ahe was then the most powerful and most respected monarchy in
Europe, At that time she subsidied Husna and Prussia. They were
her paid servants in war, Bhe held Spain under one arm and Jtaly
under the other. She hald Napoleon under her foot and she did thas
very largely with the assistance of Ircland. (Applauss), Gentle-
men, what is the poeition now ! Does she hold as great a pomtion im
the Conncilsof Burope, aud before the other Powers? I say, © k{o."
{No, no, and applause.) [ think so far as I can see, that she abstaing
from a sense of fear and weakness ; that she—I will say —Iawna apon
the United States; that she flatters Bussia, * letting, [ dare not, wart
upon I would"; and that she crawls on her belly to the German Bm-
pire. That is the result of—What? Of bemg a United Kingdom
aod union with Ireland. (Applause) I tell you, gentlemen, that
the dismemberment of the British Empire dates from the Act of
Union (Loud applause.} T aay that Ereviously Ireland was loyal, and
Tcan prove it by all her acts. But she suffered bitterly for her
loyalty, aod since that the rebellivn bas been endemic, Is that union!?
1 call it disupion ; and I say that when Ireland gains what she wants,
and & true uoion of the three countriea is completed, she will be as
bearty and loysl as any of the others. (Loud applanse). Peopls
may say, and Go say, that when Ireland had her own Parlisment
that it was & very bad one. The remson for that was thatit was
elected by Epglish landlords, 1do notesy that when she gets her
Parligment even now that it may not be a bad one. But, as Touch-
stone remarks to Avdrey in the Elay, “ It is & poor thibg, but it is my
own.” You may, some of you, bave disorderly families, but you are
better off with a disorderly tamily of your own than te be compelled
to take & share in another man’s family that does not beloag to you,
however good it may be, {Lasughter and applause.} Now, I do not
want any dismemberment of the British people, including tbe Irish
people,  (Hear! bear! and prolonged applamse.) 1 do not weaat
anything of the kind, for I know that my country has contributed
wery greatly to the glory of the British Kmpire, aad in its cagse bas



