
That indigestion or stomach gasat night, preventing rest andsleep, willdisappearby using American Co.'s Hop Bitters.

We have seensomebeautiful specimens of the Catnohc Christ-
mas cards and small religionpictures providedfor the season by the
Messrs. Whitaker, of Wellington. The pictures are beautifully
executed and embrace every devotion that recommenls it3elf to
religious minds. The pricesarevery cheap. We may add, to the
credit of the Catholic community generally, and that of Wellington
in particular, that a gentleman who is a competent authority, and
who has lately returned froma visit to Sydney, declares that the
the Messrs. Whitaker'e stock is larger and their prices lower than
those tobe foundat anyCatholic bookseller's in the city in ques-
tion.

The usual meeting of the Dnnedin Catholic Literary Society
washeldon the 18th inst., Mr. Callan, the Vice-President,occupying
the chair. Mr. R. A.Dunne gavea reading from Sydney Smith,and
Mr. W. Hall an interesting pape " on "The Pyramids," which was
criticised by Messrs. Carolin, Columb, and others. Itwasresolved
that the next meeting after the Christmas vacation beheldon Bth
January next.

Our Dunedin readers will no doubt rementer the Hibernian
Sportsat Tahuna Park, to-morrow.

The usual CaledonianSports, will Le held on the first days of
the New Yearat the Society's grounds,at Kensington, Danedin, the
programme is very attractive.

Majob Atkinson, in his speech at Hawera the ether evening,
showedhimself anablehandatpulling down,andif the Colony could
only be prevailedupon to believe that the Major is as well capable
of building up all that would remain to be done wouldb? torestore
him to the management of affairsas quickly aspossible. The Major
in fact didnot leave thepresent Governmenta leg to stand on, and
if we must judge by his indictment every moment of the present
Ministry's existence is a moment of imminent danger and mischief
to the commonwealth. It is woll that the speaker began his
address by professing a great respect for Sir Julius Vogel as a man.
although itis the task of a nice mind todistinguish between theman
worthy of respect, and the ways of that man that are worthy of
contempt and suspicion only. Major Atkinsondeclares that great as
is his respect for Sir Julius Vogel he cannot by any means bear hie
ways. Andindeed if Sir Julius be in any degree like the picture
that the Major draws of him,neither theman nor his wayscan be any
greatshakes, and the less anyhonest man has to do with both to-
gether on either teparately thebetter for himself. That the Major
should be on his guard as to the nature of the Premier is moreeasily
understood, for the Premier as a philosopherhas by the very nature
of the animal his d*rk and unsearchable depths that noone can
reasonably fathom— and as a man of a progressive mind must be
expected to be continually undergoing a new andmore excellent
change. That the Premier is a puzzling and mysterious element in
the Governmeut wereadily admit, butthat is nothis fault fur ishenot
under hereditary laws,or somethingequally fateful,that determine all
his actions before hand, and lead him by the nose whether he will
or no? There is always hope for the Premier to those who do not!
know an evil history of his grandfathers,and grandmothers too, of
course, for letusnot attempt to defraud the sex of one tittle of their
rights, and at any time we may expect to tee some twist of
rectitude from the past dragging him into path-ways that are
more in conformity with reason, common sense, and Christianity.
But this is a digression— Major Atkinson then has given us a most
harrowing account of the career run so far by the present Ministry
and exposed their failure in a very touching manner, for does it not
concernall our pockets when the affairs of the Colony aredepressed
and what can possibly be more touching for usthan that ?

—
The fact,

however, remains that, let the faults and failures of the present
Government be what they may, at the very worst they have but
failed to remedy the state of things thatbegan, and progressed,and
reached its height under their predecessors, and any return of the
Colony to the control of the continuous Ministry would be like seek-
inga cure by means of ahair of the dog that hadgiven thebite. It
sounds all very fine for the Major tospeak ofhis poh-y as "'

to labour
and wait," but the waitiDgof those wnose intere ts and welfare
hung upor his labour wasquitesufficient toshow them thathis labour
had been thrown away. The worst of all workmen it, Ic whohalf kills
himself and does nothing worth speaking of all the time. W^ doubt
very mucn as to whether the Colony is preparedto i-'turn to .-,ach a
spill of waiting once more. We differ,|moreover, irutnMajor Atkin-
sonin his opinion that the demerits of an Oppositio-i are not a fair
plea for aMi jistry tour^e in their own defence. He was a wise
man wro sail thatof two evils we should choose the lesser one and
his advice is worthacting upon. We do not believo, nevertheless,
that Sir Julius Vogt l's policy would prove only a, bsser evil. Webelieve,on the contrary, that it would prove apositive good, and we
are convin ed that unless it be put into practice aud that without
delay, nothing but misfortune lies before the country. Major
Atk'Dßon is capable of making a very plausible speech in exposing
the faiiures of the Governmenthe opposes, but thathe is capable of
adopting a better line of policy than theirs,or of rescuing theColony, Jor contributing in any marked degree to its progress or prosperity,!
we may deny from a long and unpleasantexperience.
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CHRISTCHURCH.

(FromourownCorrespondent.)
Dec. 21,1885.During thepast week educationhas gatheredup all her bands, andsent them forth to do holiday upon the face of the earth Theschools— primary,secondary, tertiary, and fossil— have all had theirexaminations, their prizedistributions, their speechifying, and theirbreakings-up. The Government institutions havedone according totheir usual wont, as have the group of collegesunder the wealthyendowments of Canterbury College. All these are they who believein the omnipotence of secularism. The great college on the bordersof the Domain, founded thirty years ago by the Anglican denomi-nation, furnished a contrast by the religious tone which the AnglicanPrimate imparted to th^ proceedings at the breaking-up by hisspeech. If the right rev. gentleman's flock would ouly adopt hissentiments, and make them a guiding rule— which would be easyenough,providedonly they would only believe what their right revprelate believes on the subject— there would be a strongmajorityhere for what may be called the denominational ticket BishopHarper's speech to the boys of Christ's College was the speech of aman who believes that noeducationis worthyof the name which isnot associated with religion.

Our own school,Irejoice to say,havenot been behindin thegeneraldisplay. Every Catholicparent buying either of the dailypapershas had the satisfaction of seeing the record of the school inwhich he is interested, and the greater satisfaction of perusing thechronicle of the prizes gained by his youngpeople. The arduouswork of examination fellprincipally to Father Bowers, who spared
neither time,nor trouble,nor ability in the work The whole of ourCatholic educational establishments passed in review b-fore him—the SacredHeart High School and Select School, the Girls' ParishSchool (with its classes of St Mary's, St.Joseph's, Bt. Patrick's theHoly Angels) ;St. Joseph's,Papanui(a mixed school);St. Agnes'Halswpll (also mixed); the School of the Sacred Heart at Adding-
ton (also mixed). All these, with their sum of some400 scholarspassed beforehim. There passed also the St. Leo's High School theSchool of St.Patrick and the school of St. Aloysius— the two' lastbeing the parochial primary schools for boys; they, with the StLeo s, accounting for another 400 in round numbers. The teachers"have all earned the commendation of the examiner,Iunderstand.That is to say, allhavedone what wasexpectedof them viz., thenuns of the convent, who havesuch a largeshare of the educationalburdenon their shoulders;Miss Kealy,of Papanui;Miss Liddy ofAddington; Miss Donnelly, whose labours at Haiswell are wellknown; Mr. Dobbin, who is making progress withSt. Leo's ;Mr.0Connor, who has servedso many years at St. Patrick's; and MissCarr, who, as the lady principal of St. Aloysius, will be as famous asany in our educationalhistory. The discipline of all these Bchoolsis wellknown— it is, in fact, the talk of the whole town. If theirpr >fie ency in their books isequal to it, their education must be at ahmh level indeed. The opportunities for observing this discipline
aie numerous. There are the Ma-ses twice a week which the schoolsattend, and the severalholydays besides,onwhich theyareseen filing
through the streets to Mass, and attending in their places with abehaviour which betokens the most careful command on the part oftheir teachers. The averageattendanceIhave not been able to get;but Iam assured ibat since Father Ginaty took the overseeing ofthis departmentinto his own hands, the attendance is almost equalto the aumber on the roll. The reverend father manages, in themultiplicity of his business, to find time to visit the schools daily atan early hour andcall over the muster roll. The examinations andprize distributions lasted all last week.

We havea first-class mystery on hand here. Some two or threemonths ago a gentlemannamed Howarde went to bathe,as be gaveout. on the Bumner Beach. His clothes being found some time afterit wasconjecturedthat Mr.Howarde had been drowned. His repre'sentatives, finding thathe had made certain arrangements for theiradvaatage with certain insurance offices, naturally wanted towind up that part of the deceased gentleman's business. Theinsurance managers thought that a sum of between S2OOO and £3000
was rather much for the insurance on the life of a mechanicdrawing, as they thought, at the outside tea shillings a'day, and without any extra means to speak of, that theyknew.— Being, therefore,suspicious they said :" produce the bodyor satisfactoryevidenceof death, and we will pay,till then, wewait."The representatives did nothing. After twoor threemonthsa gentle-man walkingin the nextbay to that in whichthe clothes werefoundis attracted by apeculiar and repulsive (something in the breakers'.It is ahumanhand— a ring is on the fiuger,attracted by the flash oflit?ht upon the trinket the horrified discoverer snatches upthe ghastlyflotsam and jetsam, and reads the name of Howarde. The nextchapter opens withastillincredulous insurance crowd. Medical menand policemen are made to intervene, and where there is even sosmall a portionof a carcass as a hand there are the eagles of the law
gathered together. An inquest is threatened,itis put off for a time,1 believe three weeks, and a cast is taken of the hand. There arearrests, their is talk of collusion, and there are indignant denials,tears, protestations, woebegone clsims— that is the stage at which weof the printing press must stop. The public, disturbed by no fear ofanything, prattle awayabout the matter in a way eminently worthyof its dear delightful self. When Inext wnteImay have a greatdeal more tosay on this head.

AtpresentIhave a great deal to say on many other beads, butfeeling that Ihavealready exceeded the bounds of your space andprobably of your good nature, Imust content myself with thepleasureof wishing jourself aud your readers a Merry Christmas.
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