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MISBIONARIES 1N BUENOS AYR:+S.
—_——
(From the Southern Cross.)

ON the Bunduy before the Very Rev. Buperior of the Passionists took
his temporary leave of Buenos Ayres, he, at the request of Rev,
Father Gray, C.M,, of Lujan recommended to the prayera of his con-
gregation, at Holy Cross Church, that it might please God to increase
the pumber of Irish chaplains in the camp. It was not withoat good
remson that this pious request was made, for it is a notable fact,
and one worthy of serinus attention, that the number of vur Irish
missionary priests io this country is gradosaily diminishing, and if
»me provision is not speedily made to replace them it is to be feared
that cur people will be left ouce more withoat the spiritual sid of the
clergymen of their own country, The little band of valiant soldiers
of the cross that Father Fahy brought here for the apiritusl
direction of our people are fast disappesring, Some of them
bave died in the ranks while they were yet young, and
others are broken in health and exposure to hardships and the
inclemency of the weather in the sacred falfllment of their
duty. A few recruits have joined their ranks in these latter years,
among whom we may mention the names of Father Grennan, Father
Parcell, Father Foran, Father McNerney, and Father Gray, of Lujan ;
and the Passionist Fathers have heen supplementing the action of
the Irish chaplains, but, in spiteof this, the want of more clergy is
urgently felt, and many districts are left for weeks, yea, even months
without the succour and consolation of mn Irish clergyman who
would speak to the people in their own language, and feel for them
that deep ard andying sympathy which oniy he can feel who has a
thorough knowledge of their charaoter, castoms and ways, who has
grown up among them and shared in their griets and their rejoiciugw.
It does ot detract from the merita of other clergymen to say that
none knows how to touch the chords of an Itishman’s hearg, and to
appesl to his better reason for all purposes of good, like his owa
aggarth Aroom.

It is only the Irish priest that can understand thoroughly the
the Iriehman's character, and so temper and restrain his natural
qualities, often flery and impelsive, as to make what might be in less
intelligent bands an instrument of evil, the source of great benefit 1o
himself and his feliow man. What have the Irish chaplaing done for
the Iriah people of Buenos Ayres during the past fifteen or twenty
yeara? Rather let us ask what have they not done that was ig their
power todo! Travel anywhere from Buenge Ayres to Nueve de
Julio, and from Banta Fe to Bahia Blancs ; enter the richest or
poorest abode wherever the Irish or the English langoage is mpoken,
You will find everywbere traces of the Irish missionary priest. You
will be pointed out the dangerous passes where he was thrown from
his horse or carriage in the darkness of the fight while in the act of
hearing the Blessed Sacrament to the dying Christian, and where be
waa forced to remain perhaps up to his knees in mud until morning
dawped on him. You will be told bow be left his home amid
storm and raio, and travelled ten, twenty, or thirty leagmes on one
day, that he might comfort and cheer the waylarer whom his Creator
had summoned to a better world. There isscarcely afamilyin the carap
that has not some euch touching reminiscenices of the Irish chaplain,
and it is pot slone for their own people that they have thug sacrificed
themeelves. They are ready at the call of the children of God of
whatever nationality, and maoya time have they been ronsed out of
bed of & winter's night in order to succonr the native, the Spaniard,
the Italiap, or the Frenchman, and wel] and faithfuily did they
answer tothe call without the hope of any earthbly reward, or even a
simple acknowledgment of their services,” ‘We need not refer to the
good done by the Irieh clergy in building churches and schools, and
in promoting education and a friendly understanding and brotherly
love among their people,

The influence of their action ia felt, but the true value of thir
services will not be known, nor will their valonr and abnegation be
fully recognised until the Grest Accounting Day. It isto them sand
to their beroic exertions it isowing that the twofold gitt with which God
has blessed ua—the love of religion and the love of country —has nnt
been entirely erased from our hearts, They have kept alive the sacred
fire of faith, but they have also kept alive the smouldering embers of
Irish pationslity among us. Why ! Becavse, in the first place, they
are Irishmen. and they could not be true to their God it they were
faisa to their country. In the next piace, they know that tha religion
of the Irish and their nationality are ineeparable. We are Irish
because we are Catholics, and we are Catholics because we are Irish,
nnd the moment we cease to be one or the other we cease to be both,
We want the men who will preserve the link of our ancient and
venerable traditions, We want the sacred minister to keap the fire
burning iz our hearts aa the priest tended the lamp and replenished
it in the Jewish temple of God, Tt is our duty, therefore, to see that
auch ministers shall 1ot be wanting, and to make due provision for
their comfort and maintenance, A few weeks ago, Father Foran
wrote to 0, stating that be had been invited by hia tormer Bishop in
England to return to that country, and that he was strongly inclined
to accept the offer, becanse aged priests in England wers fairly pro-
vided for, whereas in this country, n¢ ench provision is made, and the
servant of God sees himself exposed to want and distross when his
physical gtrength is exbhausted, Whatever May occur among mexn of
other nationalities, such neglect ia entirely foreign to the nature of
our people, and we bave nodoubt that it will be quite enough to sug-
gest the matter for them to take it np practically, A fund shonld be
permanently at hand to enable young Irish missionaries to coma to
this country, and to supply those who come among us with a respect.
table means of living. Without some such fand we may expect that
in course of ¥me we will be left without Irish chaplaing, and then we
aball learn, when too late, the real value of those who were always
our friends and guides in spiritual and tempora! affairs,

“
repose
Eook

To produce resl genuine sleep and childlike

: ; . all night,
take u little American Co's Hop Bitters on retiring, e

for,

Hetos of the Feck.

FRIDAY,

MEr, WARD, an expert in the use of torpedoes, who was selected for
New Zealand by the Agent-peneral, has arrived in the Colony, and
reported himself to the Defence Miniater. Mr. Ward, who is &
peasioner of the Imperial Army, is said to be & apecialist in the use
of the White-head and fisk torpedoes, and it is the intention of the
Government to obtain & number of such torpedoes. Mr., Ward's
duties will be particalarly devoted to torpedo instruction.

The elections for Englamd snd Wales are now finished. The
Liberale secared 331 seats, the Conservatives 360, and Parnellites 82,
For Bouth.cast Durham the Liberal candidate (Sir H. Havelock
Allan) defeated Bir George Elliott. Two labour candidates have
been elected—viz,, Mr, Jos-ph Arch, for North-west Norfolk, and
Mr. Charlea Fenwick for the Wansbeck division of Northnmberlang,
The new Parliament meets on the 12th Jannary next,

8ir Charles Dilke, addressing a meeting of his constituents at
Chelsea last night, denied that the Radical party were snxious to
eject the presest Government from offices and stated hia beiief that
the Liberal party would assist any Government which was desirous
of carrying liberal mensares,

Advices from Adelaide state that the Sountnh Australian crog
accounts are very unfavoarable, and the quality generally mne
worse than last season. The Victorian erops are generally reported
to be most tavourable, though in some districts the accounts sre upe
favourable, owing to the eh rtoess of the rain-fall,

The dermand on the part of the Powers of an armistice does
not #ppear to have been conclusive ; and in spite of the dead-lock
which has occcurred. both Bervia and Bulgaria remain on the de-
fensive.

BATURDAY,

The elections arenow concluded,and the final returns are : Eng-
land returns 244 Liberale, 220 Conservatives ; and Wales 27 Liberals
and 3 Conservatives. Scotland, 62 Liberals and 10 Conservatives, Ire-
land, 18 Conservatives and 86 Parnellites. The totalgare 333 Liberala,
261 Canservatives, 86 Parnellites. There seems to be no prospect of an
alliance between the Moderate Liberals and the Government, It is
unlikely that the Liberals will attempt an eariy expulgion of the
Ministry. It is believed in high quarters that the Conservatives
bave refused to accede to the demands of Mr. Parnell,

It is expected that war between Bulgaria and Servia will be
resumed,

Furty-teven Serviana have been shot for kaving resorted to self-
mutilation in order to prevent their taking part in engagements,

King The baw, with the Queen and members of his sunite, are
being cuonveyed as prisoners to Madras,

Au cutbreak of what appeara to be Asiatic cholera has oceurred
on board the British India Steam Navigation Company’s R.M.8,
Dorunda, which arrived at Townsville in Queensiand yesterday from
London. Up to the present four dearhs have occurred, one being an
adult and three children. Rixteen persons are now seriously ill,
four of whow are apparently dying. “One man, who was quite well
on Wednesday morning, died before the night, The serious omt-
bresk has ocrurred since the vessel left Cooktown, It is believed the
disease was carried abroad at Batavia,

MoNDAY.

Bome fine specimens of gold from the Merrivale diggings
have been brought to Invercargill, The Southland News states that
it eomprised several good-looking nuggets, one weighing no lsss than
loz 3dwt, In Reefton there has also been shown a few ounces of
rough shotty-looking gold.

Auother fatal secident has occurred in tha Mackenzie country.
Mz, @, Thomson brother of Mr. A. B. Thomson, of Glentanar atation,
Lake Pukaki, was drowned on Monday, Tth inst., He had gone across
the Lake to Newlands for the mailin a patent canvas boat, His
body hag pnot been found, and as there was ne wind to upset the
boat it is supposed he jumped out when near the shore and sank in
quicksand, His hat and the boat were found floating near the
shore, He was about 26 years of age and only recently from
Home.

Mr Fox, Government gold prospector, has received instructions
from the Mines Department to join a party of prospectors at Big
Bay, on the West Coast, Big Bay is the first bay of consequence
north of Milford Sound, Mr, Fox leaves Wellingtou by the Stella
on Wednesday.

The Daily NNVews has an article on the Irish diffloulty, in which
& suggestion is made that a conference of the Liberal and Con-
servative parties, together with representatives of Mr. Parnell's
following, shall assemble to consider the subject of political antonomy
for Ireland,

News from Townsville states that two more deaths from cholera
have occurred on board the Dorunda, There are four additional
cases, which are expected to assume serious developments, and the
other patients seem now worge than they were on Batarday, The
Fioterian Gazette containg a notice to the cfisct that in view of the
outbreak of cholera all vessels from Queensland porta will be subject
to quatantine on arrival at Port Philip.

Owing to recent civilian attacks, a large party of the King's
HRoyal Rifles broke out of Limerick Barracks on  the night of
November 10, and made an indiscriminate attack upon the people
residing in the vicinity. Several were badly stabbed. The dis-
turbance was with difficulty quelled, and the soldiers conveyed back
to their barracks by the police,

A large crowd of factory girls mobbed Charles Edward Lewia, a
Conservative member of Parlisment. at Londouderry on the 12th.
They treated him in a most shameful manner.

A London cablegram of November 8, says that 4 movement of
great impeortance is being quietly organised among varions sccieties



