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ameunting inall to 70 —70 able men, who had come together to discuss
matters for the good of the Catholic people and the advancement of
religion, These ecclesiaatios represented Catholics to the number of
, 600,000, 1t wag only fifty years since the firat Vicar Apoatolic
'landed on the shores of Anstralia and at that time there were only in
the conntry some three or four priests who existed there rather on
gufferance than otherwise. Now there wers great cathedrals— vaat
buildings at Sydney and Melbourne, churches covered the land, and
there were bundreda of priests and thonsands of religious, and many
Catbolic schools. He had no doubt bat that the progress of tha
Church during the next halt ceatury would,even relatively, be greater
than it had been during the last fifty years. The Pope by elevating
the Archbishop of Sydaey to the Cardinalate had raised the position
of the Church in these colonies, He bhad done so mot only in recog.
nition of Cardinal Moran's deserts but also as a reward for tha faith,
and fidelity to the Church, shown by the Catholics of Australasia and
It was their daty to prove themgelves grateful to his Holiness, Whea
the Frince of the Church who was the Pope's representative came
here, they would have an opportunity of thanking him for what had
been done, they would give him a royal reception, Ho was worthy
of all that conld be dore in his honoar because of his abilities and
his great services to the Chureh, He would be here, with other pre-
lates, at the opening of the cathedral which wad now definitely
settled to take place on the second Bunday in February, Withregard
to what had been said concerning his (the Bishop’s) own merits he
could say nothing, It was for hig people to judge ad to that, and they
bad frequeutly proved their affection towards him, he would now in
accordance with their wishes impart hia benediction to them,

The Bishop afterwards addressed a fow words especially to the
school children in reply to the remarks coneerning edueeation
contained in their addresses. He said, it pave him much
plessmie to find that young as they were they bad still learned
to value a Catholic education, The legislators of the colonies treated
Catholica fairly with respect to everything else, but in this matter
they treated them unjustly, Tne effects, uowever, were not all evil,
The efforts made by Catholics 1o fulfil their duty in educating their
children were meritorions and caleulated to keep their faith alive
and to strengthen it, The chiidren, moreover, ,would learn to take
example by the sacrifices which their purents made, and when they
were themaelves called upon hereafter to act ia like manner they
would be prapared to do so,

The cerewonies then terminated, and the congregation, which
had crowded the churel, dispersed.

“
THE DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOLS,

OCAMARU.
————
(Oamaru Mzil, December 5.)

DUKING the pist week the Catlholic sehoals ig Oamaru have been
examined by the Rev, Mother Prioress of the Dominzean Priory,
Dune nn.  On Friday the cerificates and prizes were distributed 1n
Bt. Joseph”s by the Ven. Archdearun Coleman,
in which the children hal been exammed, they generally had galaed
lgh percentages,  Accurding to the custims .. the nuns, prizg were
awarded only tor speaial subjects, as they consid v that the hand.
somely Uinminated certificates are more likely 1o stimniate the children
1o work than tuoks which 0 ¢ ufren tbrown wside unread, whereas the
certiticates serve as a lasting record of tha industry of the pupils in
each branch of their eluecation, The following received ceruificates
of ment —

Standard [--M, Mullin, K, M-Gee, E. Ford, M, Flaherty, A.
Mabhoney, K. Wiight, M, O'Giud,, M. Ccllins, M. Leahy, W, M'Gee,
A, Costelive, I'. O'Grady, J. Page, J, Leaby, D, O’Bnen,

Standaid IL—K. Andiews, H, Barry, B. Brown, C. King, J,
Nolan, L. Vaile, K. Browne, K, Conueliy, M, Morrissey, A, Shine,

Standard I1L—M. ~lynes, N, Martin, B, Mullin, E, Breen, B,
Heffernan, M, Costellue, N. Canty, A. Simmons, M, Donovan, W.
Ah Tong, H. Kane K. Morrissey, J, Haggie, K, Barry, J. Hanley,

BtaudardLV.—M. Maxwell, 8, Costeiloe, A. Power, E. Donovan, K.
M:Elhenney, L. Byrae, A, Toohey, M. Tookey, K. Kaue, P Mullin,

. O'Grady, P. Gilligan, and J. Toohey .

Btandard V.—J. Costelioe,

Standard VL—M. l'ower,

Bpecial prizes.—13t piize in Cbristian Dootrine and Bible—M,
Maxwell, 8, Coslelloe, A, Power, E, Dovovan, B, M‘Elhenoy, L, Byroe,
A, Touliey, M. lower, J. O'Grady, and I Nullen, 2nd prize—N,
Martin, B, Mullin, M, ¢ ostelio, A. Simwmous, K, Breen, K. Andrews,
and E. Bairy, 3rd prize—K, M:Gee, M. Muilin, A, Shine, B, Mor.
rissey, W, M'Gee, and I, Connelly.

Mapping—M, Maxwel], A. Tooney, B. Costelloe,
Donovan, L. Byrne, k. M'Eibeuny, and M, Toohey.

Buook-keeprog—M, Maxwell,” T. Costelloe, L. Byrne, A, Power,
3. Donovau. B, Power, J, Costellge, and P, Mullin.

Altrudasce—n, Custelloe, B, Dunovan, A, Power, A. Shine, and
A, Costeliow,

Guod Conduet—8. Cosielloe and J, O'Grady,

The vistribanon of hovours was tuterspersed by choryses. piano-
forie pieces, and reciations, which were remarkably well rendered.

At the ciose of the proceedings,

1he Archdeacon said that he was pleased with the reqult of the
examivations ; that, from the fact of ks being in the schoola daily,
he was able to aflirm that the children that had worked had received
the remard of theirindustry io being awar.ded the certificates granted
by tle esamiser, He stated that the schools are very sueccessfully
taught by tbe nuns who have charge of the Oamaru Catholic children,
and added that 1t was s pleasure to him to be able to assure the
Catholic parents that the ze4l, devotion, and solicitude of the nuns
are worthy of much prawe and geatitude, and that no labour is
spared eitber in stiiviag tu teach their children or in promoting
their morai a4 weil as tueir iurellectual well-being.  Secular know.
ledge 15 1mparted, but, with ir, the cbildren learn the sacred truths

In the clasa subjects

A, Power, E,

of religion, and are taught to do all their work for the glory and
hooeur of God. The Bav, Father urged that parents should co-
operate with the teachers by giving good example to the children at
home, by seeing that they learn their lessons, by keeping them off
the streets at night, and by guarding them from the evil influences
of bad example ; that unless the parents co-operate in the right
direction, and are models of goodness to their little ones, the good
instraction received in the achools could not produce lasting
impressions on the children's minds, and the result would not be
satisfactory. The Archdeacon called attention to the unjust treat-
ment of Catholics at the hands of the Government, He said thig
colony has a system of education established by the Governmeat ;
that it is secular, 4., without any religious instruction connected
with it ; that for each child taught in the Governmeat schools the
éum of £4 was granted by the Government ; that close upon
£500,000 are given yearly for this State edacation ; that Catholics
arc compelled to pay a share of the taxes to provide that money ;
that for the sake of the faith and morals of their children the
Cathaolics have to make an effort to maintain schools for themselves ;
and that the Government does not give one penny towards the
maintenance of these Catholic schogls; that if the Government
acted justly the Oamaru Catholic schools would be in receipt of
£800 per ancum for children taught in them. He farther said,
¢ Could the Government help these schools and yet be consistent !”
He replied, “ Certainly, The (Government need only say ' If you
Catholics cannot send your children to the common schools place
Your schools under the control of our inspectors, and for every child
that passes inspection with them, in secular knowledge, according to
tae standard laid down for the common schools, we will grant you
an amount equal to that granted for each child in the Government
schools."”  Such a course would be juat, and would promote peaca
and good-will, whereas now, the Catbolics are writhing under the
treatment received from an unjust Government, Let us hope, he
said, that some honest man will arise who will deal fairly with all
members of the community, and who will free us Catholics from this
galling yoke, Thongh, the rev. Father added, we are at present only
70,000 in the colony, the majority have no right, ought not to
continue to perpetrate a grievous injustice that may produce evil
fruit when not expected. JPerhaps, the Ministers by their present
line of action may be trying to crush out the Catholic schools 5 if so,
he hegged to assure them that such a bope was a vain one ; that
self-sacrifice and co-operation of the Catholics of the colony, under
the influence of faith and of the justice of their action, wonld make
them persevere bravely in the fulfilment of their dnties to teach
their children and in their efforts to secure to them the faith of their
fathers. Moreover, the religions societies will, in the interest of
religion, make every sacrifice rather that abandon the little ones of
the Catholic Chureh to the guidance of the enemieg of their faith,
[f the Government of New Zealand would only give the Catholica
here their rights, as the Goverament of Canada give to the Catholics
of that country, in no other land would the Catholie body feel more
at home and more attached to the land of their adoption,

This merning at 10 o'clock the pupils of the High Sehool
assembled 13 the schoul-room to receive their prizes, and the
presentation of prizes was interspersed with an entertsinment of
which the following was the programme :—Juvenile pertormance
by the younger pupls; pianoforte duet, - Marche aux Flambeaux,"
Misscs  Dangey and Dooley ; chorus, *Canadian Boat Bong " ;
pianoforte solo, * Birthday Party,” Miss Dooley ; chorus, ** Qur
Jack's Come Home," singing class; pianoforte duet, Grand Marche,
“Le Prophete” (Meyerbeer), Misses Haoning aed Richmond ;
recitation, J. Martin and M. Hanning ; pranoforte solo, ** The Gipsy
Conatess,”” Miss Richmond ; ehorus, © Howme, 8weet Home ™ ; piano-
forte solo, * Kathleen Mavouroeen,” L. Hanning ; vocal duet, Oh,
S.eer my Bark to Erin's Islg,” E. and M, Hanning ; pianoforte duet,
“The Holidays,” L, and M, Hanoaing,

The prizes were distributed as follows :—

JUNIOR BOHOOL,

Migzs Rowland, prammar and geography ; Miss Cagney,
citechism, arithmetie, readiog, grammar, apnd geography ; Miss
Hanuon, catechism, arithmetic, reading, grammar, and geography ;
Miss Uollins, catechism, arithmetie, reading, grammar, and geo-
graphy ; Miss Boyle, catechism, aritbmetic, reading, and geography ;
Master Hannon, cathechism, arithmetie, reading, grammar, and geo-
graphy ; Master Collins, catechism, anthmetic, reading, grammar,
and geography; Maaster Hill, catechism, arithmetic, reading,
grammar and geography ; Master Boyle, catechism, arithmetic,
reading, and geography,

BENIOR SCHOOL,

English—J, Martin, 1 ; E, Hanning, 2 ; 8. Martin, 8,

Arithmetic—J, Martin,

Freach—-L. Hanning, J, Martin.

Writing—L, Hanning, J, Martin,

Drawing.— Misses Dansey and Ricbmond,

Paipting — Misses Dansey and Richmond,

Music—Misses Richmond and L. Haneing.

Prize for Politeness—Miss M, Rickmond.

Prizes for Order—Misses L. Richmond, L, Hanring, and N,
Edwardas,

Plain Needlework—Miss'L, Hanring,

Fancy Neediework—lst prize, Misses Richmond, Dooley,
Edwards and Casey, .

Prizes in Scripture History and Christian Doctrine—J., Martin,
M. Haoning, L. Hanning, S, Martin, and K, Dooley. .

dttendance—J, Martin, M. Hanuing, K, Hanning, B, Martin, T,
Casey, and C, Dooley.

Good Conduct—L, Hauning. Miss Lizzie Hanning was crowned
for gnod conduct by the votes of her companions,

T —————————

There i8 a Catholic college for the training of sehogl mistresses
in Ireland, It {s under the charge of the Sisters of Morey, at their
Mother House, Baggot street, Dublin.



