
HisLordship the Bisaopof Dunedinreturned from Sydneyon Tues-day, by the s.s. Ringarooma, which reached the Rattray street Whaifat a few minutes after 9 a.m. Incompliance witharesolution passedat ameeting heldon Sunday, Mr. F.Meenan in the chair, a numberof gentlemen belonging to the Catholic congregation were p--e-,eat toreceive the Bishop, who was also met by the V enerable ArchdeaconColeman, and the Rev. Fathers Walsh, Lynch, Burke, O'Neil, andPurton, 0.b.8. His Lordship was driven by Mr. Fitzgerald in acarnage and pair to St. Joseph's Chuich wheie the ceremoniesdirectedby the rubric for the returnof a bishop to hi-? diocese werecarried out.— A procession was formed consisting cf cross-beareracolytes, the clergy, and the Bishop wearing the cappa Ma»na andwhich entered the church by the front door and proceeded to t iesanctuary,a choir especially formedby theDominican Nuns for theoccanon, singing meantime Webbe's"Ecce Sacerdos magnus "
afterwhich they sang a very beautilul

"
TeDeum," whichis theparticularproperty of thenuns, and which wasalso given withexquisite sweet-n('Bs and nnihh. lue Bishop mediitimH. had assumed the vestrnciNof the Mass, and begun to offer the Holy Sacrifice assisted by the\en Archdeacon Coleman, the Rev. Fatheis WaJsh, O'Neil, Lynch,and Purton, 0.5.8., being ai-o present in the sanctuary. On the con-clusion of the Mass (be Blessed Saciament was removed flOmf lOrn thetabernacle and Mr. J. B.Callan read the followingaddress :

-
, i^ordBishop,— Although we understand n to be your Lord-ships desire that the capabilitiesof the Catholic congregation shouldbe reserved for the reception to be given tohis Eminence the Car-dinal Archbishop of Sydney, aud the other prelates who havepromised to attend the opening of your new cathedral, as well asfor the ceremonies themselves, westill think itright thdt we shouldmake some recognition not only of your Lordship's claims toourgratitude and confidence, but also of the importanceof the businessthat called you hence, and of the submission and fidelity dua by usto the decisions of the Plenary Council. Therefore, wehavecometo greet you, and to assure you that your return to your dioc^e istDe occasion of unfeigned joy to your people,and of their thankful-ness to ProvidenceWho has prospered your journey.''We saw with particular pleasurethat the illustrious Presidentof the Council, recogniping your Lordship's standing as anotablechampion of the causeof Catholic education,requested you todefineaDd explain that chief part of Catholic duty before the assembledprelates, and m presence of acrowded gathering of the laity We

haveread withmuch profit the comprehensive,exhaustive, andsolidargument in which the matter was set forth by you with suchlucidity and strength, and we are persuadedthat the opponents ofthe causehave nothing toadvance thatcanin any degree invalidateyouradmirable reasoning. Were the questionto be decided on thegrounds of justice, your Lordship'spleacould not fail to secure animmediate victory.
"We wish tocongratulate you,as aCatholicBishop,on theevidenceof the Church's growch and importance in this part of the world, soBtrikinglyjgivenby thesittingof thePlenary Council. Nogreaterproofcouldbe produced of the high position to which Catholicism hasattainedin these colonies, and we areconvinced that not only haa an

eloquent testimonybeen borne to the past,as wellas tothe presentbut thatan assurance has also been affordedregarding the prospects>
of the future.

"The wisdom of the Council has certainlyprovided]forastillmorevigorous Catholic life, andgiven a fresh impetus tj the progress cfthe Church in these colonies."Not only, then, Lord Bishop, do we welcome your return, andassure you of our undying affection and esteem,but we also desire toexpress our confidence in the decisions of the Plenary Council, andour gratitude to the Sovereign Pontiff, by whom, in his paternalsolicitude for our spiritual welfare aad that of our fellow-Catholicsinthis hemisphere, the Council wasappointedtobe held."
Signed on behalf of the Catholic congregation.

"John B.Callan."
On Mr. Callan's concluding, five pupils of the Christian

Brothers
—

Masters Lynch, C>lumb, JFalkner, Mcllroy, aud Pavle-tich— presented an address on behalf of their fellow pupils, which
wasread by Master Lynch as follows :—"

May itplease yourLordship. We, the Pupils of the ChristianBrothers' Schools,Dunedin, desire to join in testifying our joy foryour safe arrival.
"We congratulate your Lordship on your having been chosenChairman of the Committee of Educationat thegreat Plenary Council

of Australasia ;and we congratulate ourselves oq having such acham-
pion for ourBishop and our Father."Our Examinations for the Scholarships lastednearly a fortnight.We hope youshall be pleased withour efforts, whenlookingover ourpapers."The Examinationsbeing concluded, the thought occurred t>
us that you wouldnot be here f<>rtheDistributionof Prizes on Friday
next. This thought male msad. Had younot arrived in time, weshould have baen deprivedof yourpaternal advice and blessing on
our vacation. Thank God, however,our hopes are realised." We have observed daily the progress the Cathedral was making—

calculating how much would be done,— knowing how glad yourLordship would be to see it far advanced onyour return.'" In conclusion, we humbly beg your Lordship's blessing forourselves, our parents, and our teachers,— and wishing yourself andyour gog >o Ipriests all the blessings of theholy, happy season whichis approaching, we remain your Lordship's devoted children inChrist.
""(Signed on behalf of the pupils)'"

Chaklks J. Columb, Alexander J. McTlroy,
"Daniel J. Falkner, Leonard J. Pavdetich"

Thomas J. Lynch."
Eight pupils of theDominican Nuns' schools— namely two fromSt. Domimck'B Boarding school ; two from St. Catherine's day-school;two from St. Joseph's school;and two from St. Patrick'sSouthDunedin— then presentedthe addressof the Girl's schools. Itwas the following :—:

—"My Lord,— Though you have not brokenyour fast after yourlong and weary journey, we think you willnot be displeased with usfor delaying you for a moment while we welcome you home, and tellyou we are very proud to hear that our dear bishop was chosen by
the great AustiahanCardinal and the other prelatestobe in Australiawhat he has been for 15 yearsin Now Zealand— the champion of thereligious education of youth. We have been told that to your Lord-
ship wasentrusted thisoffice of preaching at the synod onthis subjectso dear to your heart, and that yours was the honour of presidingover the committee appointed for the purpose of drawing up thedecree^ regarding primary education. We thought the bishops wereall very wise in their selection,ami wegratefully recognise the dis-tinction conferred on our beloved father. Begging your blessing for
us all, for our parents, for ourkind teachers, and thanking your Lord-
ship for all your unwearied eifortg in the promotion of our trueinteiesH— We are yourLordship's verygratefulanddevotedchihlieu,Mary Uanmng, Kate Cameron, Maggie Martin, Hannah Dennehy,
Helen Columb, Mary Drumm, Ellen Tresider,Bridget HefTernan."The Bishopreplied as follows :— He said that he was sorry hehad not received copies of the addresses, as in that case he wouldhave written a reply to them. The demonstration made was quiteunexpected by him. It was true, as they aaid, that, he had wished
the strength of the Catholic congregation to be reserved for thereception tobe given to the Cardinal Archbishop of Sydney and theother prelates who bad promised to come to the opening of thecathedral, and to whom they would give a right royal reception.No proof was needed by him as to the estimation inwhich he washeldby his peopl-;they had given him too many proofs already oftheir affection for him to require anything more. He was glad to
see the demonstration made, not for his own sake, but becauseitspoke highly of the dispositionofhis peopletowards theirreligion,
an'lof their fidelity to the Church. They must not expect him tosay much concerning the Plenary Council. Itsdecrees had no forcewhatever until they received the sanction of Home, and until thennone of them would be published. They would in a few days,however, have the jointpastoral of the bishopsof Australasia, which■would g ye them a little information as to what bad been donebut a very little. The Council had given the Church in Austra-lasia a certain standing. It consisted of sixteen Bishops, aVicar Apostolic, and the representative of another prelate
who was absent, with their theologians, and other members-
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agrarian crime, agrarian offences in Ireland, in the month
after the lapse of the Crimes Act, showed a considerable diminu-tion upon the month prior to the lapse of the Crimes Act. Is
not that a token of the power ia the Irish people when they
resolve that there shall be no crime in their midst? (CheeTa.)
And Ihope that next month will show a still further diminution.
There was a greatconspiracy

—
another conspiracy

—
raised amongst

the English newspapers to exaggerate the atnotint of crime in
this country. They failed in proving that there was any increasein outrages,agrarian offences,although they unblushingly assertedthat there was. Their assertion that there ia haa been nailedas a lie by Lord Salisbury in his recent speech (cheers), andthey now fall back upontalk aboutboycotting. Theysay there is a
boycottingconspiracy in this country,and thatit is impossible foranyhonest man to live there. By thehonest man they meantherack-rentinglandlord (laughter). Now,in formertimesIremember thelateChief Secretary (cries of

"
Buckshot "),my late lamentedfriend, Mr.Forster,used,when he was talking about boycotting, to say thathewould not mind the boycotting, but that it was the sanctionof the

boycottiqg that he objected to— that without the sanction of theboycotting the boycotting itself would fail in its effect. And thesanctions of the boycotting, according to him, were tke outrages
very lamentable and very deplorableoutrages, whichIamglad to'say havedisappearedfrom our midst— Moonlighting and maiming ofcattle in someinstances, and the shooting of obnoxious individualsinothers. Ihope they willnever return tous (cries of "never").According to Mr. Forster it was these deplorable occurrencesthat made the sanction of boycotting. But in the present case1 call the world to witness that the public opinion of thepeople among whom wrongdoers exist, the public opinion ofthe honest people of every locality, has asserted itself. That ithas on the one hand kept down outrages, and on the otherhand it has kept down that worst form of felony, the stealing ofoneman's land by his neighbours (cheers),so that they are obliged
toadmit thatpublic opiniouhas been sufficient to deter the evildoer
on the onehand andon the other. AndnowIwish tosay Kildareclaims this much from thepresent Government,andIclaim no more.Iclaim that where a combination

—
and Ihave not advised such acombination— lhave inno case during the last few yearsadvised anycombination amongst tenants against even rackrents— any combina-tion thatmay exist in the country is a combination of an isolatedcharacter— it is confined tothe tenantsof individual estates, who oftheir ownaccord, without any incitement from us— on the contrary,kept back by us— without any urging on our part, without anyadvice onour part,but stung by necessity and the terrible realitiesof their position, may have formed some combinationamongst them-selves tosecuresuch a reduction of rent as will enable them to live

in their ownhome (cheers)— nowIclaim from the Government thatif such a combination exists they should treat itas they would treata combination in England amongst workmen against an unjustemployer of labuur, or an unjust capitalist;and if they put theirweightintothe scales ,1gainst the Irishpeople,if they unjustly cometo the assistance ot the oppressors, then allIcan say is that Ibelievethat the strength of determination of our people will survive thisfurther unjust conspiracy between the'Government of England andthe rackreuting landlords of Ireland, and that at the close of ourstruggle our people will not be the defeated(loud and prolongedcheering). D
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