[

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Friday, December 18 1885,

openly brutal, and did not disguise their real intention of hounding
ug into the gutter, or starving us out if possible, Oue of these good
tellows, the man named Isitt, for example, upbraided Messrs, Stout
and Ballancs becanse, said he, # they were purchasing their present
pueitions by bidding for the Roman Catholic votes through the mean®
of the appointment of Roman Catholics to places uander Government
to the exclusion of other denominations,” There is the whole per-
secuting spirit expreased, and proof positive of the virulent and dis-
graceful hatred by which these men are actnated., Here is & man
who declares himself, not the advocate of the spiritual interests of
Catholics, but the opponent of their temporal iaterests ; oot the
opponent of the Catholic system—but the determined persona]
enemy of those who practise it. This nnfortunate woman is evidently
ran upon the platform mnot ouly to give an occasion for the indul-
Eence of that grossness aud prurience ever rampant among the lower
sects—who, nevertheless, need some excuse sufficient in their own
eyes for the public enjoyment of sach a banquet-—but for the purpose
of making the position of Catholies in fthe Colony unnendurable, and
driving them out or injuring them in every way possible, We do
not think any decent or fair-minded person, or any ove who desires
to preserve the order, peace, and tranquility of the Colony will blame
us for stigmatising such conduct as ruffianism, pure and simple. We
would recommend this poor woman, then, to the charitable considera-
tion of our readers, Her conduct i3 very bad, very wicked, but it
carries its own punishment with it. We do not, moreover, know her
circumstances : a woman who bas made a false step finds it often
impossible to retract, and the more desperately she proceeds the
greater reason we have to believe that she may not be under her own
unrestricted control. It used to be the old song that a woman's
fortune was in her face, but we now see, in moere thaa one instance,
that, reversing all aur notions concerning the female world, it exists
in her tongue—and run upon the termagant's platform, she becomes
& profitable investment, We will only hope. and every Catholic
must hope that the grace of repentance soomer or later lies before
this peoor woman—('Gorman or Aufiray, The gravity of such
exhibitions, meantime, does not consist in the fall and perversion of
any pocr creature, although, God knows, there is cause enough for
8OI70W in that. It les in the Evangslical demand for abomination
that aftords a temptation to the degraded to supply it. It lies in the
demoralisation which it proves to exist, and which such indulgences
inzrease among the lower Protestant and infidel people. It lics in
the brutalising influence exercised over the community generally, and
the proof given that all the boasted enlightenment, liberality, and
civilisation of the times contain their hollow nud most Totten parts,
and that a great portion of religions-seeming mankind isstill at heart
devoured by rancour and ubeleanness. In the present case, especially
it les, moreover, in the unblushing effirontery with which men pre
tending to be Christian mruisters have come forward in the jpsulted
name of religion to incite Protestants and Freethinkers against their
Catholic fellow colonisis temporally, and to deprive these Catholics,
if possible, of their means of Lving, and reduce them to want and
misery—~for this, we say again, 1s what the candid Isitt, with the
consent of his colleagues, bas done. This favourte apd regularly
recurring diversion of the Bvangelical world, then, is not without ita
more tragic clements,

Our Evangelical friends, 1t secms, bave quite given

AN up all their hopes of the conversion of Ireland.
EVANGELICAL We sympathise deeply with them in their affliction
ALARM, because of tbe waste involved of soup, and tracts

and © opent Bibles,” and all the other instruments

wherewith the Evangelical missionary wooes the adhesion of the un-
godly, Catholics in Ireland, notwithstarding all that has been done,
have continued to go to hed Catholics and to risc in the morning un-
couverted. Those among them who came down w breakfast with
their faces shining a3 if they had been well sc1ubbed with soap, in
proof of a Pauline change, have been wanting and all the other
marks of an unction proceeding from a fervent iragination, or a
hypocrital pretence, are absent ag weil,  Is it to be wondered at that
our Tvangelical friends are vexed in their rightcous souls? Immense
sums of money obtained from the credalous for the purpose of bring-
ing Irish Papists into the paths of light have been spent on the sup-
port of parsons, and seripture-readers, and teachera of one kind or
aoother, but all in vain. Still these guod people have been supported,
and the labourer is worthy of his hire even if he be cmployed to make
a fool or something worse of himscif, and to try to do as much mis-
chief as possible, Dl % mot preach, and read, and declaim, znd
verbally send the I'sr1 1o perdition many times a day and every-day,
not even omitting Bundays. And all this we know is bungry work,
and requires for its maintenance that the hai sent round should be
well filled.  There is nothipg, then, after all to regret in the matter.
great many very capacions stomachs have been satisfied and as to
the souls of the Papists, they are probably nonc the worse. Hvan-
gelicalism exhibited in its true light is always a whaolesome sight for
them, and a very eiffectual warning, Some imtelligent Briton, how-
ever, bas becn making a tow n Ireland, and he bag communicated

the resunlts of his observations in the shape of a letter to that reli-
gious newspaper the Guardien, and hence the lamentations of our
Evangelical friends. They are thus informed, it secms, that Ireland
8 wholly taken up with politics and that religion no lonper has a
place there, The people are leaving Popery, but, alas, they display
no dsgire whatever to enter the Kvangelical field instead. An in.
attention to the admonitions of Father Pat, in fact, by no means
involves a longing for edification at the hands of Stiggins or Chad-
band, snd there are more ways thaa ooe that lead to the devil.
The Irish people according to this correspondent have found one of
those other ways, We would not, however, have our Evangelical
friends made too uneasy as to the religions conditionfof Ireland. It
does not follow that becanse Irishmen have not shown themselves
ready to ¢ discoorse’” religion with every passing straoger, or because
they may appear more carelessin the eyes of superficial observers and
those who have ne right to their confidence, that they are in the least
likely to prove wanting to their Faith, Politica no doubt engross 84
present almost all their minds that are given to worldly things, and
that amongst any people is necsssarily s very large portion. The
proofs furnished, moreover, in contradiction of all the prejudices
obtaining with regard to the bigotry of the Irish Catholies in their
choice of national representatives, and in which they have shown them-
elves liberal-minded in the highest degree— ir. Pyne for example,one
of the chosen candidates, and now no doubt a member of Parliament,
is an English Protestant, the son of a late 1ector of an Enghsh parish
Dr, Tanner ig alsoa Protestant, and, su, not to speak of Parnell and
Justin McCarthy and his son, are uthers of them, these procts may
have led people not acquainted with the character of Iiish Catholics
to conclude that some change bad come over their minds with regard
to religion. But the Irish people were never bigoted ; they never
digliked a man because of his religion and that only, and they were
always ready to place their confidence n honest Protestaunts, and
to prefer thewm to Catholics whom they knew that they could not trust,
Thereis no reason, therefore, for alarm on thc pare of our EBvangelical
friends ; their worthy missionaries will nog b put to shame,and it will
certainly be known all in good time that where Btiggine and Chadband
made their failure infidelity did not succeed. We do not suppose our
Evangelical friends know what they are talking about when they
compare the irreligion which they assume to be setting in among
Irishmen to that prevailing on the Continent of Europe, and which
they attribute to disgust caused by the priests. We can hardly lay
it to the charge of cur Evangeheal friends that they never open
their mouth, as the old saying is, without putting their foct in it. If
they kept their mouth shut, we shonld know nothing as to their con-
dition,—Bilence, although all sorts of people from the Catho-
lic saint to the rationalist writer of fiction, from St, Francis of Sales
to George Eliot, have warned us against taking itasa necessary mark
of wisdom, ig still a fair meihod of concealing ignorance. Qur Evan-
gelieal friends, however, will by no means consent to make use of 1t
they will epen their mouth, and they never do so swithout .allowing
us to see its complete emptiness, We do not suppose that they have
even the remotest suspicion that the irreligion prevailing in Catholic
countriez on the Continent had its origin in English icfidelity and
atheism. Voltaire who introduced unbelief among the Latin races
was the pupil of Eunglish infidelity, and he hardly improved upon
what he had learned from his masters, The groat Protestant country
moreover of the Continent, that is Germany, is far more infidel than
France herself, and the religious condition of Berlin is mors deplort
able than that of Paris, But of this our Evangelical fiiends most
probably know nothing, Whbat, then, becomes of their argument that
fidelity is caused by digzust at the Catholic priesta? The arguments
of the know-notbings, however are scarcely worth repeating, It is
something, nevertheless, to find that evangelicalism throws up the
sponge where Ireland is concerned and acknowledges its long, violent,
and unseemly, struggle in that country to have been entirely fruitless,
Let us be thank{ul for small mereies, particularly when they come
from small people, who naturally have nothing more than the widow's
mite {0 give us.

OXE of the most remarkable articles which have

DISTINGUISHED appeared for some time is that published by Car-
ENCOURAGEXNEXT, dinal Manuning in the Dublin Reriew for Oclober
respecting the part to be taken by Catholics in

the recent elections, His Emincnce, who has always been known
a3 a true friend to the Irisk people, shows how fully he sympathises
with them in their patriotic aspirations, and ascribes to the best
teelings of luman nature the origin of that disaffection entertained
by them towards the Englisk Government. He alludes Lo the impor-
tant part that Irish settlers have had, and still have, in the Catholic
affairs of England, and points out the consideration due to them,
The Cardinal bas seen with much satislaction the extension of the
franchise—which has been the great event of the times—and he
Tecognises it as & step back in the right direction towards the days
of the good Eirng Edward and the Saxon times, when the people took
go full & part in the goverument of the country His Eminence
approves of democratic mstitutions, but regulated and moderated by



